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By THOMAS CONEY, P. p. 


4 
* 


THE. 


PREFACE 


E lems in an Age io addited | 
to Scribling, and abundant 
in Sermons, that it may be 

thought ſuperfluous and impertinent 

to encreaſe the Numher of Books, 
and muſt paſs for a Piece of needleſs 

Vanity and Preſumption in a Coun- 
try-Parſon to appear in Print. 

Writing ſeems to be the Preroga- 
tive of ſome Stations, and the infe- 
rior Part of the Church ſhould act 
only as Deputies and Licentiates un- 

der their Digniß d Superiors. A 
Number of Titles in the Frontiſpiece 
of a Book is apt to amuſe the World, 
and ſpur on the Curioſity of the 
Learned: But the Obſcurity of an 

Author creates a Neglect or Cold- 

neſs in the Reader, and the Want of 


Preferment is a Bar to the Accep- 
wy of his Mo wt ny Sets Coat 


upon the er oth 
and gar 
Rich 


The Pxzracn. 


f Cenfuge ; 7 


it is obſervable, with what Caution 
| and Diffidence a yu, Writer enters 
covetous of Praiſe, 
;arreringithe 
e Noble, and truckling to | 


the Wee and Illiterate : He dreads 


| the Laſhes of Critics on the 0 
hand, and the Inſults of Nalyr 
the eher 5 and therefore beſpeaks - 
Fayour'-of' the Gentle Reader With 
all humble Deference and good Man- 
ners, Prefacing his Undertaking with 
the Uſefulneſs and Piety of his De- 
ſigns, his 'own Care and Labour in 
Compiling the preſent Work, and the 

Importunity of we Friends for the 
Publication of it. e ee 

Whatever = 1 may have to 
any of theſe Pleas and Excuſes, I hall E 
make Uſe of none of them at preſent; 

but without producing any Vouchers, 
| or mentioning atiy great Names, ſhall” 
| make this frank and open Declaration 
to the World, that it was the unex⸗ 
pected Succeſs: which one of theſe 

3 Sermons met with; which inducd me 

rint the followiti 14 olume. 7 11 
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Nhe FREI ACE. 
If the Reader ſhall be in as good an 


| ndr now, as he was for ſome 


Years paſt, I ſhall be very thankful 
for his Candor, and the 'Bookſeller 
will be more n to him mer bis 
Cuſtom. — ” ax #109 Re 

I can only fay 156 ee that 1 
hive made that Sermon the Standard 
of my Writing, Which was ſo graci- 
ouſly receivid by the *Onzver/ity of 


Oxford; and in the Choice of other 


Subjects, and the Method of han- 
dling them, I have endeavour d to go 
out of the Common Road, and to 
raiſe ſome Obſervations, not ſo fre- 
quently mentioned by ſuch of our 


Divines, as have treated upon the 


ſame Texts of Seripture. SC. 851 
The Reader will here find 2 
Hiſtorical! Deſcriptions: of dead Per- 


ſons, and ſome free Reflections upon 


thoſe Princes and great Men ſof Ba- 
bylon and Juda, whom the Holy 
Ghoſt has branded with Infamy, and 
leſt upon Record, for the moſt deteſ- 
table Monſters of Wickedneſs and 


| Barbarity. Theſe Perſons I thought 
the proper, Subjects for Satyr, and 


A 4 | I was 


Living and the Dead, ani 
the Proceedings of an Arbitrary and 


ed 


«The PREFACE. 
Treatment of their Vices could be ju - 
ſtiſied from the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, and the Practice of our Savi- 
our himſelf. But if any one ſhall be 
ſo dexterous, as to break Periods, and 


diſmember Sentences ; or ſo! malici- 


ous, as to draw Paralel between ch 
nd to ſtretch 


Tyrannicsl, to the Adminiſtrations of 


Aa ” Prov and Mix'd Gove ernment; it 
is he is Criminal Who makes the Ap- 
_ plication, and not the Author who 
never intended any. 


The laſt Thing I am . 


| foe, 3 is a ſhort Character at the End of 


theſe Sermons, which is now own'd 


and publiſh'd by me, purely at the 
Requeſt and Importunity of the Book- 


ſeller: He, perhaps, ſeeing it ſo often 
printed in the public Papers, might 
hope it would quicken the Sale of 
theſe Diſcourſes ; and was willing to 
paſs a Complement. upon me, whilſt 
he deſign'd a real Advantage to him- 


4 9 The 


The Panninr” 


The Reader will ſoon perceive, by 

| comparing the Date of my Letter 
with the Time of Biſhop Hooper's 
Death, that the Character was an + 
haſty. Compoſition ; and any one who 
farther conſiders the numerous and 
eminent Virtues of the Deceaſed, muſt 
conclude it Imperfect. It was drawn 
up in an Heat, and confin'd to the 
Length of an Initial Letter in a News- 
Paper. As it was then printed (with 
the Alteration only of a Word or 
Two it is now preſented to the Pub. 
lic; the Subject being too great to be 
revisd upon cold Blood, and a ſecond 
Attempt too * for an * 


| Pen, - 
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sEkRMON 1 Ji 5 85 Ck 


_ ESTV and Plain-Dealing, an 
uſual Bar to Honour and Bree 


ment. 


N umb. XxXIv. 11. I thought to FER = | 
unto great Honour; but lo, the Lord hath 
© kept thee back from Honour. + 


SERMON II, III. Page 29. 


A Good Man ſup rted by his Virtues. 
Prov. xiv. 14. A good Man * be ſa- 


tigſied from hi mſelf 
"SER MON IV. Page "6, 


'The Danger of wh towns or, the Fol- 


ly of aiming at univer Applauſe. 


Luke vi. 26. Wo unto you, when all Men 
all ſpeak well of you For ſo did their 
Fathers to the 496 Prophets. 


SERMON 


be CONTENTS. 


5 0 N. V. VE. Page 83. 
Tbe Terrors of Gulet 00 


a xkiv. 25. Aud as be reagſoned of 


- Righteouſueſs, Temperance, and Fudgment 
to * Felix trembled, and anſwered 
Go thy May for this Time, and 281 
"hers a.comenent * I will en if 
thee.” 


SER MON vn, VIII. 8 wh... 
Faith fre over the Glories of this 


World. 


Heb. xi. 24, 25, 26. By Faith Moſes, 
wben he came to Tears, refuſed to be cal 
led the San of Pharaoh's Daughter ; 

ing rather to ſuffer Affhietion with 
the People of God, an to enjoy the Plea- 
ſures of Sin for a Seaſon ; 

Efleeming the Repraath of Chrift, grea- 
ter Riches: than. the Treaſures Egypt 7 
For he bad h unto the ecompenice 
2 Reward. : 


SERMON IX. n 154. 


1 The Nature of Carefulneſs, ſtated and | 


applied. 


Phil iv. 6. Be careful for Nothing But 
in every Thing by Prayer and. Supplioation 
-with T bank (giving, let your * be 
E known unto God. 


SERMON 


* 
. 
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SERMON X, XI. Page 173. 
Of our Na and Ignorance of God. 
Job xi. 7, 8, 9. Canſt thou by ſearcbing 
j find out God ? El thou „ out the Ae 

- mighty to Perfection? 


E is as bigh as Heaven, what canj 


| thou do ? Deeper than Hell, what cauft 
thou know ? 


| The Meaſure thereof is longer than the 
Earth, and broader than the Sea. © 
| SERMON XII. Page 219. 
The ſmall Number of true Chriſtians. | 
Rev. iii. 4. Thou _ a few Names even 
in Sardis, qubich not defiled their 


Garments; and they ſhall walk with 1 


in White : For they are worthy. 


SERMON XIII XIV. Page 241. 


Honeſty proſecuted; or, Fidelity odjous 
co corrupt Courtier, 

Dan. vi. 5. Then ſaid theſe Men, We ſhall 

not 1 any Occafion againft this Daniel, 


except we find it again = ; concerning 
the Law of bis God. as 2 


sEkRMON Xv. Page 269 


Chriſti a both in Kappen 
3 5 2nd A 1 | 


Rom, 


| The. CONTENT. 
Rom. xii. 15. Rejoice with them that re- 
joice, and weep with them that Warp. 


3 SERMON XVI, XVII, XVINL. P. 291. 
The Diſcontented Stateſmnan. 


Efther v. 1 3. Yet all this availeth mme no- 
thing, ſo long as I ſee Mordecai the * 
 fiting at the King s apa > 


SERMON XIX. "OW 350- 4 


(The Excellency, Uſefulneſs, and Obti . 
+ tion of Charity. 355 


Mark xii. 41, 42, 43, 44- And | N 
fat . e e. the e and bebeld 
bow the People caft Money into the Trea- 
fury © And many that were Rich caft in 
Muc 8 8 

And there came à certain poor Wi ho, 
"—_ e threw in #wo N. tes which make 

.a_ Farthing. 

And he called unto bim bis Dijziptes, 
and ſaith unto them, Verily I ſay unto ou, 
that this poor Widow bath caſt more in, 
than all they propos bead F, into the 


Treaſury. F710 f 
Fur ali they did coft their Abun- 
dance Pu e ant did caſt in 
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SERMON NE Pagey gal- 


Kk. , e ee 


* 


Luke = 41 4 eſus anfowere ſaid 
unto Her, W a A ' Cares 


and troubled about matty 250 2241 
ene Thing is «peedfol.” bg, Mary 


hath choſen that xo Part rubich fl * 


not be taken away from her. 


SERMON "XX, Kt Il, $$. 


XI 391. 

The Dil rent e ek Gt en the 
WAY wr tix: San 
Lale vil, 33,34 36. Jehn the Pepe 


And 36 , He, bath. a. Dev 
on _ of =P is- come eating. "and 
W e 5, and ye 0 Behols « 4. gluttonous 
and. a. 05 IBber z 4. 'Tioud. 
*DPublicans and Nee. 


. GG ts. juſtified. of 4 Jo Gi 
* Was i n 0 an s 


NOR XXIV. "Page 44. 


e came. neither ! read, Bur, uin 


The Qualities of the Mind . 


ore the COR Ke 2 ork of 


1 S4. I. ” A de J. 7 5 vY 
Samuel; ook 1 Wi Bis Cn 5 
on the Height of his Stature, becauſe 'T 


 bave' refuſed him. For the Lord ſeeth 


pi. as, Mop feeth; for Man looketh on 


Appearance, but the Lord 
inked on the Heart: 
SERMON 


youre © * 
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The CONTENTS. 


SERMON: XXV. Page adi 
'The Unreaſonableneſs of Cenſure. 


_—_ * 


att: vii. 3, 4, 5. nd. 0 -boholdeft 
thou the Mote that is in thy Brother's 
F Bye, but confidereft not the Beam _ is 
in thine own Eye © 
Or how will x ſay to thy Briton let 
mne pull out the Morte, out of thing | 
I and hebold a Beams is in thine own He. 
- 4 T hou+. Hypocrite, firſt caſt out the hs 


aut of thine own Eye; and oe 
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Companion for a Sick-Bed: '&, 9 
A Preparation for Death; con- 


ö bing of Diſcourſes, Hymns and 
Prayers upon the moſt important 


Subjects relating to Sickneſs. 
To which is added, 


A particular Form of Devotion 


for Sick-Perſons. 12mo. T; be Second| f 


Edition. 


The Devout Soul: or, An Enter-| ö 
tainment for a Penitent : Conſiſting | 


of Meditations, Poems, Hymns, and 


Prayers. In Two Parts. 80, 
6 J 59 4 
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3 I 7 2 promote NS unto 
reat Honour; but lo, the Lord . 
5 thee back from Haspa, 55 


HEs E Words are the 5 Sermon 
nate and angry „ of I. 
Bala King of Moab, againſt 9 
Bualaam the Sorcerer, for not 
curfiti 2 15 Perſons, and blaſting the De- 

15 of the Children of. Iſrael. Fe or. this 
People coming up in a numerous Body 


3 from 


a, i 
moayhr 12 


2 


Honeſiy and Plain-Dealing 


Sermon from Egypt, to take Poſſeſſion of the 


* 


Promi cd Land, and to be inveſted with 


V the Rights and Inheritance of their Fore- 


fathers, made a very formidable Figure 
in the Plains of Moab, and ſtruck a Ler- 
ror and Confuſion into all the Neighbour- 


Numb xxii. ing Countries. - Balak and his Subjects 


. 


V. 


were ſtrangely furpriz'd at the Greatneſs 
of their Numbers, and the Extravagancy 
of their Demands, and ſore afraid, left they 
ſhould lick up all that was round about them, 
as the Ox-lieketh-up the Graſs of the Field. 
For, ſuch a potent and numerous Enemy, 
conducted from a foreign Country by a 
conſtant Series of Miracles, ſeem'd to be 
picks out for ſome great Deſign, and to 
e employ'd as the Inftruments of Pro- 
vidence, to chaſtiſe the Rebellion of 
other Nations. This made the Moabites 
apprehenſive of their own Danger, and 
fearful where the Storm would diſcharge 
it ſelf. The ry vifible 


nt Was ve 
and apparent, and the Sword of Juſtice 
hung threatning over their Heads: Their 
Sons and Daughters expected to be car- 
ried into a foreign Captivity, and Deſola- 
tion and Famine were juſt approaching 


their native Country. 9 
Under ſuch a melancholy and diſmal 
Froſpect of Things, King Balak took 
all politic Meaſures of ſecuring his Per- 
ſon, and defending his Dominjons ; and, 
foraſmuch as he found himſelf inferior to 
the Enemy, and unable to due the 


Point fairly with them in the 


| Pha | eld, 21 
had recourſe to indirect Practices, an 


endea- 


_ — 


i” BY. e * 


2 W p , 


eee i 


lig, and tlie Reputation of his Sanity, 


2 Ba# to Prefesmemt. 


endeavour d to ſupply by Stratagem what Sermon 


was wanting in Strength, and by the Arts 


of Magick and Sorcery to vanquiſſi /e, AW 


om Chariots and Armies could make 


no Impreſfion upon. 


Balsam, the Som of Beor, was the 
Perſon pitch” d upott for this notable Piece 
of Service, and the Depth of his Lears 
Fave freſh Life to the Expectation of the 
Modbites, and buoy'd them up with the 
Hopes of Succeſs in the Undertaking; 
But he, being over-rul'd by the Spirit of 
Prophecy, and receiving Counter-orders 
from tlie true God, was unable to find 


any Euchamment againft Jacob, or Divinge Num xxill, 


tion againſt Tſracl ; and To was obliged to * 
alter the Meaſures of his Proceedings, 
and to turn the deſired Curſe into a 
This ſo highly provok'd the Diſplea- 
fure, and raids d the Indignation of the 
King, that he banith'd the Enchanter from 


= his Prefence, and with a ſeeming Air 
ol price and Contempt told him, what 


Honours and Preferments his Plam-deal- 
ing and Sincetity had deprivd him of; 
T thought to promote the? unto great Honour; 
vut lo, . the Lord hath kept thee back from 
Hind) = e, af uh." 
Theſe Words ſeem'to be founded upon 
that common Notion which ſome great 
Men have, that they who minifter in poly 
Things, ate tied up to no other Rules but 
thoſe of their Intereſt; that Religion is a 
Craft, and as > 4 Jeft; that Pray 

| | 2 ? 


= 1 and Plain · Dealing 


Sermon ers are an idle Amuſement, and the Por- 
I. er of the Keys entirely at the Service of 
A ＋. the Prince. 

I ſhall therefore beg your Lone to let 
Balaam repreſent that Order of Men, 
which the King thought him no incon- 
ſiderable ME of; and that you 
would not reſent load his Memory 
with too * nfamy and Diſgrace, nor 
fink his Character below the O inion 
which the Court had of it. For tho. he 
was miſguided in the Object of his Wor- 
ſhip, and took Wrong N in his A 
plications to the Deity; yet his . 
was eſteem' d facred by the Feathers und 
his Reputation was great in his Country; 

his Perſon was rever d by all, and his pre- 
ſent Conduct was to be particularly ap- 
plauded by the * were under the 
fame unfortunate Miſtakes with himſelf 
How juſtly. ſoever the Worſhippers, of 
the true God may blame the Superſtition 
of the Sorcerer, and reflect upon the Mad- 
neſs of the Prophet; yet Balak being un- 
der the Prepoſſeſſians of- a falſe Religion, 
and the Guidance of an erroneous Con/ti= | 
ence, could not but have a great Venera- 
tion both for the Art and Perſon of Ba- 
laam. 

Upon this Suppoſition therefore (riame- 
ly the Opinion of Balaam's being a Pro- 
Phet, and the Reſpect which was thought 
due to his Fan ian) T ſhall treat of that 
rough and haughty Anſwer, which Balak 

gave him for not curſing his Enemies. I 
thought to Promote thee unto great Honour 3 ; 
E224 ww. #0 2 but 


TI'S 


2 5 
2 


2 Bar to Preftrment. Bots 


* 


*” 

TY 

1 

* — 


but lo, the Lord bath kept thee back from Sermon. 


Honour. 5 f e a RS 
Theſe Words, (as appears by the Cir- 
cumſtances of the foregoing Story, and 
the Remarks I have made upon the Con- 
text) do repreſent to us that extravagant 
Notion of Power, which Balak as a King, 


; ; as himſelf inveſted with, to com- 


mand the Service of Balaam, (whom he 


reſpected as a true Prophet) to do a 
Thing legal in it ſelf, and inconſiſtent 
with his Ofice, upon a Proſpect of that 
Z Honour and Preferment, which he was 


in a Capacity to oblige him with. _ | 
This remarkable Tranſaction between 

the King and the Prophet, will furniſh me 

with theſe following Obſervations, tor the 


Subject of my enſuing Diſcourſe. 


FIRST, That the Generality of Fu- 
- periors, by a Stretch of their Au- 
thority, are willing to demand ille- 


gal and unwarrantable 'Things from 


cleſiaſtical Perſons. 


SECONDLY, That the Method 

and Artifice, by which they think 
to prevail over mercenary Men, is 
the ſpecious Offer of Preterment and 
Honour. 1 


THIRDLY, That the common 


Way to worldly Grandeur, is to ſtu- 

oy the Tempers, and conform to the 

rinciples of thoſe, who are in a 
Condition to oblige them. 


1. 


B 3 FOURTHLY, 


6 Honefy and Plain-Deolin 
Sermon — 9 
I. FOURT H LY, That Plain-Dealing: 


z che uſual Bar and Impediment to 
a good Man's Advancement, ern 


FIFTHLY, That it is ill the Du- 
of 2 Good Man, notwithſtanding 

he Allurements and Temptations of 

this World, to act agreeably to his 
>= and the Land of his 


$IXTHLY, That a Perſon who 
acts thus impartially between the 
Commands of his Prince, and the 
Dictates of his Conſcience, ſhall find 
infinite Comfort and Satisfaction, al- 
tho he miſſes thoſe Advantages, 
which Flatterers and Temporizers 
may gain at the preſent. 


FIRST, The firſt Thing obſervable 
18, That Superiors, by a Stretch of their 
Authority, are willing to demand illegal 
and unwarrantable Things from Eoclęſia- 
i cal Perſons. 

Notwithſtanding we have a common 
Rule and Standard of our Actions, and 
the Boundaries of Good and Evil are ſuf= 
ficiently fix d and determin'd; yet Great 
Men, who are given u to uſt, and 
Slaves to Ambition, are for removing the 
Fences at Pleaſure and eftablifbing Ini- 
quity by a Law. Their Stations make 
them Head-ſtrong and Aſſuming, Poſitive 
and Imperious; and the not well under- 

ſtanding 


N 
* 


| 4 Bar to Preferments.— 5 
ſtanding the Limits of their Power, puts Sermon 


5 them upon a wrong Uſe and Application I. 

| of it. Hence tis that they grow fond of Www 

: themſelves, and diſreſpectful to others, 

look upward with Envy, and downward 

4 with Diſdainz are too Big to be con- 

trouled, and too Wiſe to err. They 

1 think Good and Evil to be arbitrary 

4 Things, and themſelves Perſons commiſ- 

4 ſion d to enact them at pleaſure. They 

i are for a Latitude in Principles, and a Lis 
centiouſne/s in Practice; tor Stretching the 

K Prerogative to the Prejudice of Conſci- 

ence, and for Cutting the Knot which 

4 they can't handſomely untie. | 

] Nou it is much to be feard that the 

* Eaſineſs and Compliance of /ome, who 

$ ought to have more Courage and Fidelity 

- in their ſacred Function, has given too 

15 N Encouragement to the exorbitant 
Demands of their Superiors. For tho' we 

ba ſhould grant an ab/olute Power in the 

w Prince, and exact an unconditional Obedi- 


Ss | ence from the Subject; yet does it not fol- 
| low that this Power ſhould be transferr'd 
I from civil to Matters purely Spiritual, or 
n 3 that this Obedience ſbould impoſe upon the 
3 3 Conſciences of Men, or evacuate the Com- 
- | mands of God, For this. would be to 


't dlend and confound two diſtinct and in- 
d dependent Juriſdictions, and ſhametully 
= | to depreſs our God, that we might exalt 
- his YVicegerent + It would be to ſtretch the 
3 Prerogative, and confine the Prieſt hood; 
— to ſtrip the Chyrch, and enrich the State; 
„ do be ſtingy to the Mitre, and too liberal 
8 ol. B 4 to 


8 Honeſiy and Plain- Dealing 
Sermon to the Cron; to be Paſſive to a Fault, 
IJ. and even Loyal to a Sin. In ſhort, it 
Vould be to flatter Princes with a Power, 
which God never entruſted them with; 
to complement away the Liberty which 
Chriſt has given to his Church, and to 1 
ſuade our Eccleſiaſtical Governors to ſtand 
for Cyphers in their own Courts of Fudi- 
cature, An Exceſs this Way has, with- 
out Doubt, blown up the Vanity of Prin- 
ces, and ſometimes prevaild with the 
Subjef, to be not only Paſ/ive in his Obe- 
dience, but Adtive in his Compliance to 
their unjuſt Commands; the former of 
which will never ceaſe to be an indiſpen- 
ſable Duty, and the latter will always con- 
tinue a damnable Sin. 85 
\ "The Sum and Subſtance then of what 
has been ſaid, amounts to no more than 
this, That a falſe Notion of Power in Su- 
| ak back d with a tame and ſervile 
Temper in Dependents and Inferiors, and 
a Stretch of Conſcience in Matters that 
are not diſpenſable with by the Laws of 
God, has made Princes aſpiring in their 
Demands; perſuaded them to think too 
highly of themſelves, and too contem 
tibly of others, and by the ſole Dint of 
their Authority, to put a Stamp upon 
Truth it ſelf, and force any Doctrine to 
paſs for Current and Orthodox. But, 


: SECONDLY, 'The next Obſerva- 
tion from the Text is, That the Method 
and Artifice, by which Great Men think 


to prevail over mercenary Souls, is the 
82 E 2 | 


4 ſpecious 


ſpecious Offer of Preferment and Ho- Sermon 
e ee r ET 
No the Truth of this Obſervation = 
will a Pear from theſe three t ello wing VN 


* 2 a 
* o 


Conſiderations. tho dias * 
Firſt, The Prevalency of the Offer it 


Secondly, The Agreeableneſs of it to 
human Nature. eee 
Mirdly, The Condition of the Perſon 
that offers it. W 
Firſt, The Offers of Honour and Pre- 
ferment are very tempting and prevalent 
in themſelves. The Height of a Station 
is apt to amuſe the Eye, and overturn 
the Brain; and the Kingdoms of this 
World, and the Glories 2 are enſna- 
ring Propoſals to aſpiring T empers. The 
Favour of a Prince, and the Nod of a 
Courtier ; the Greetings in the Markets, 
and the Pre-eminence at an Entertain- 
ment; a Diſtinction of Quality, and the 
uppermoſt Seats in the Synagogues, have had 
a pernicious: Influence upon popular Spi- 

rits, and made haughty and ambitious 

Perſons look with Diſdain and Contempt 

pon all below them. The Notion which 
Bala ſeems to have entertaind of his 

4 Power, was to bribe the.Con/cience, and 

buy the Cur/es of the Prophet; and the 

fame Principle runs thro* other Great 

Men, and puts a fatal Biaſs upon their 

Creatures and Dependents, '*Courteſy in 

Superiors has effected ftrange Things in 

ſome complaiſant Gentlemen, and Bribes . 
have been more potent and ſucceſsful than 


- oo 
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_ Honeſiy and Plain-Dealing 


0 Armies. A ſeaſonable Gift has often» 


times ſtopp d the Mouth of a terrible Ad- 


V verſary, and a goodly Preferment brought 


down the Stanchneſs of an Orthodox 


Divine. Honour is apt to dazzle our 


Eyes, and miſguide our Steps, to clear 
up our Underſtandings, and melt down 
qur Conſcienees; to infuſe Light into the 


Heart, and Vigour into the Hand; to 


pervert the Will, and biaſs our Actions; 
to rectify the Notions of Good and Evil, 
and refine upon the old taſhion'd Doctrines 
of our Anceſtors: In ane Word, it is 
apt to blunt our Satyr, and diſarm our 

ury; to overbear our Arguments, and 


filence our 'Tongues 2 open another 


Scheme of Chriſtian Duties, and give a 
new, but ſurprizing, Turn to the Brain of 
a Caſuiſt. How ftrangely have ſome Men 


been enlighten d! How wonderfully have 


they grown wiſer / How ſuddenly have 
they diſcarded their old Principles! How 


ſhamefully ſhook Hands with their dear- 


eſt Friends! And what is moſt of all ſur- 
Yrizing, their Converſion has been in an 
— and their former Scruples have 


vanithed in a Moment, and what was de- 


fign'd to harden them in their Errors, has 


been the happy Inſtrument of their Con- 


vickion. | | 
But notwithſtanding all theſe ſpecious 


Pretences and Deſigns, theſe Flouriſhes 


and Salvoes of a temporizing Conſcience, 
the World will be fo ill-natur'd, as to 
miſcall their Zeal, and queſtion their Re- 


formation; to ſee thro' the Masks and 


Diſguiſes 


3 


9 


4.4 


kings: It cancels all former mag 


4 Bar to Preferment. 


Diſguiſes of deli ing Men, and diſco» Sermon 


er the ſecret 1 hind the Curtain, I. 
which ſo plauſibly turns round the Ma» . 


ver the ſecret E 


chines, fo artificially changes the Scenes. 


But, GO ES 
| Secondly, Fhis Offer of Preferment was 
more likely to ſucceed, becauſe it was 


agreeable to the ambitious Deſires of hu- 
man Nature. And here no Body can 
deny, but that Balak's Politicks were re- 
gular, and the Scheme well laid; the 
Bait was plauſible and inviting, and the 
Prophet attack d on the right Side. And 
tho' the Event did not anſwer Expecta- 
tion, it was more owing to the Interpo- 
ſition of Providence, and the Awe of a 
ſuperior Power, than to the Courage and 
Inclination of Balaam. For if corrupted 
Nature had been left to her own Choice 
and Conduct, what Mortal could have 
kept his Ground ? What Man could have 


been ſo brave and hardy, as to cope with 


the united Force of Honour and Intereſt? 
'The Conqueſt in this Caſe was like to 
prove eaſy and delightful, and the Charms 
of Gold to be an Over-match for the 
Powers of Magick. 

There is a great Degree of Pride and 
Ambition, which is planted in the very 
Root of our Nature, and diſcovers it ſelf 
in the moſt conſiderable Actions of our 
Life. The Love of our ſelves is gene- 
rally at the Bottom of our Projects, and 


the Proſpe& of Honour gives Life and 


Spirit to the moſt hazardous Underta- 


all 
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Honeſiy and Plain-Dealing 


Sermon and ſuperſedes Obligations: It deſpiſes 
Danger, and bears down Oppoſition ; 


wy breaks through the Ties of Nature, an 
overturns the Principles of Religion and 


Conſcience. But, 


Py * 


Thirdly, Honour and Preferment may 
ſeem more tempting and valuable upon 


the Account of the Perſon that confers 
them. The Far of a Prince is an un- 


common Fayour, and an Audience at 
Court is not eaſily obtain d. There are 


a great many Difficulties that obſtruct the 


Paſſage, and tis uſual to paſs through 
abundance of tedious Formalities and 


lingring Application to make our An- 


dreſſes, or preſent a Petition. Majeſty is 


not to be approach'd at all Times, nor 
State and Grandeur laid aſide to pleaſe 


the Humour of every Subject. Favou- 
rites, perhaps, may be heard, and fawn- 
ing Paraſites careſs d and rewarded, but 
Men of Uprightneſs and Integrity are to 


be kept at a Diſtance, and Perſons that 


bear no Character muſt not expect to ap- 
pear before Kings. | 
Since therefore the Accefs to Superiors 


is fo difficult, and their Favours are ſo 


rare and uncommon; it is no Wonder 
that the Worth of them is magnity'd, 
and the Value augmented to an extrava- 
gant Rate. For it is not always fo much 


the Greatneſs of the Giit, as the Quality 


of the Perſon that gives it, which makes 


it acceptable to the Receiver. A Royal 
Favour is the more to be eſteem'd, be- 
eauſe it is ſought for with Toih, and ob- 


taiud 


2 Bar to Preferment. 13 
tain d with Difficulty. Were the Pur- Sermon 
chaſe cheap, the Benefit might be negq- I. 
lected, =y the Commonneſs of the Bleſ= .. 
ſing take off from the real Value of it; but ; 

fince it paſſes thro' ſo many Hands, and is 
conferr'd from ſuch on high Station, it 
riſes in Proportion to the Greatneſs of 
him that gives it, and ſo is more pleaſing 
to the Ambition, and - agreeable to the 
Temper, of him that receives it. But, 


. THIR DLY, The common Way to 
worldly. Grandeur is, to ſtudy the, Tem- 
pers, and conform to the Principles of 
thoſe who are in a Condition to oblige 
vou. If Balaam would have Honour and 
a he mult act as Balak will have 
him, and curſe the I/raelites,. or loſe the 
Bleſ/ing of the King. His Conſcience 
muſt be eaſy and complaiſant, . pliant and 
conformable, and all the Powers in Hea- 
ven muſt, be engag' d on his Side, when- 
1 ever the Humour of his Prince requires it. 
4 Thus Religion, (tho' in it ſelf pure and 

ſpiritual, and, like its Divine Author, lia- 
ble to 10 Variableneſs, or Shadow of Turn- 
ing,) is oftentimes. born off from its native 


0 and reſted and warp'd to 


1 
if 0 


ſecular Purpoſes. It muſt. be blended with 

Art, and 105 guis d by Knavery; be allayd 

with Superſtition, and counterfeited by 
Hypocriſy: It muſt be moulded and teni- 

per d to make it current and faſhionable, 

and turn d into ten thouſand Shapes to 

render it agreeable. to different Palates 
and Variety of Ages: It mult be gloſs d 
e 


* 
9 


14 Honefly and Plain- Dedling 
Sermon upon and interpreted at Pleaſure; be 
I. taught the Language of Courts, an4 be 
nade ſubſervient to the Intereſt of Prin- 

ces: The Rigouts of it muſt be ſoſten d, 

and the Penalties extenuated; the pre- 
terided Excreſcences par d off, and the fub- 

ſtantial Duties diſſembled; the very Life 

of it ſtifled, and only the Shadow pre- 

ſerv'd. It muſt ſooth the Euthuſiaſt, and 
cCareſs the Debauc hee“; pervert the Learn- 

ell, and excuſe the Ignorant; comfort the 
Drunkard, and indulge the Libertine - It 

mult be Grimace to tlie Humorift, and 

Cruelty to the Zealot ; Starchneſs to the 
Hypocrite, and Craft to the Villain; All 

Things to all Men, and every Thing in Fact, 

but what it really . l 

Thus is Religion taught to differ and 

vary, as much as the very Faces of its Pro- 

Felfors ; and the fame Scheme of Principles 

can no more fuit with every Age and 
Humour, than the ſame Garment fit eve- 

fy individual Perſon in the World. It is 

no Wonder then, that defigning Men are 

ſo apt to veer and tack about, and to pro- 

ſtitute their Conſcience upon every new 

Turn of Government, if we confider the 
Principles of the Court they are depen- 

dent upon, and the Humours of thofe 

Treat Perſons they have Expectation from. 

Fho' Naaman may proclaim the Great- 
neſs of his Cure, and magnify the Power 

of that God who effected it, yet he can 
tell how to be a Worthipper of him, un- 
leſs he have a Diſpenſation for Bowing iu 
the Houſe of Rimmon, For his Character 
e EY | 7 
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at Court muſt be kept up, and his Poſt Sermon 


in the Government fecur'd ; his Devotions 


are to be crampt by a Place, and his Gra 


titude ſtifled by a ftingy Reſerve for his 
Maſter + And in this Thing it is be hop'd 
that the Lord will pardon his Servant, and 
not urge his Duty to the Prejudice of 
his Tntereft ; it is to be hop'd the God 
of Iſrael will make fome Allowances for 
Reafons of State, and the Good of the Pub- 
tick, and not too rigidly infiſt upon the 
Converfion of a Courtier, or the Piety of 
2 Soldier. 

Neither was this Naamar's particular 
Caſe only, but every Age has produc'd 
Inſtances of ſome Men, that would wil- 
lingly ſerve their own Turns by their Pre- 
tenſions to Godlineſs, and every Reign has 
furniſh'd out ſome Doctrines, which the 
Slaves to a Court, and the Seekers after 
Preferment, have greedily ſuck d in, and 
zealouſly propagated. How often has Law 
and Divinity been canvals'd, tlie Statutes 
and the Bible been ranſack d, to give 
Proof and Credit to a Doubtful Title & 
How often have the Heads of Divines, and 
the Pens of Criticks been employ d, to 
ſtrike out ſome new and marvellous Light, 
from the intricate and myſterious Pifons 
of Ezekiel, and to ſooth the Ambition, 
and Pony the Undertakings of Princes, 
y an odd and ridiculous Comment upon 

e Revelations. Dn er 8 
At other Times all the Diftin&ions of 
the Schools muſt be ſifted, to pick out 
Reſerves and Salvoes for a temporizing 


Conſci- 
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Sermon Conſcience ;. and the Pretenſions of Rave 


J. 


lers muſt be pronounc d Juſt and Honour- 


able, both by the Laws of God and Man, 


Kings 


r 1 God would certainly 


a Numb. xvi 


whenever their Humour, or Ambition 
leads them to enlarge their Dominions, 
and encroach upon the Rights of their 
innocent Neighbours. 

Thus when Abal and Jebo aphat re- 
viv'd an old Claim to Ramoth=Gilead, and 
combin d to enter upon it by Force of 
Arnis, all the falſe Prophets declar'd that 
they ſhould go up W t, and proſper; for 

eliver that important 
Place into their Hands. This was a com- 
fortable Determination of a weighty Caſe, 
wt theſe were Caſuiſts fit to be 79 
ambitious Princes: And accordingly 
Weir Words were immediately receiv'd 
as the Oracles of God, and their Per- 
ſons had in the higheſt Eſteem and Ve- 
neration. 

When Korab and bis Company pleaded 
= the. Holineſs of the Congregation, and en- 
courag d a NED: againſt Jeg and and Aa- 
ron, they were preſently careſs d as Patriots 
of the People, and repreſented as Men 
ſerviceable in their Generation, and of the 
1 Character and Renown, i in their 

ountry. Rebellion (it ſeems) had ſan- 


ctified their Perſons, and their Pretenſions 
muſt ol. Neceſſit 1 be law ful, becauſe; they 


ſtruck in with a action, and were coun- 

tenanc 'd by the 798 K 
From hence we, may gather, s it is 
not always Right but Humour, not Reli- 
4 but brereft that places a Man at the 
Head 


* ff 


Bar to Preferment.  _ 7 - 
Head of a Party, and gives him a Cha- Sermon 
racter in this Wd. Je that ſuits. his I. 
Diſcourſe to the Times, and propheſies WWW 
ſmooth Wings; that dawbs with untemper d 
Mortar, and calls. Good Evil, and Evil 
Good, ſhall certainly have the 5 
of a corrupt and vicious Age; but he 
that has fegard only to the Rules of 
Truth, and does not nicely diſtinguiſh 
the Perſons of Men, ſhall meet with abun- 
dance of Coldneſs and Indifferency. For 
it is obſervable, that every Age has its 
peculiar and darling Doctrines, and can't 
endure the touching of ſome tender Points, 
which are contrary to the approv'd Max- 
ims of Government and Poli... 

Ask thy Fathers, and they will ſhew thee; Deut. 
enquire of the Elders, and they will tell thee, *** 7+ - 
to what an inſupportable Height the 
Juriſdiction of St. Peter was advanc' d, 
and how Crowns and Scepters were laid at 
the Feet of his haughty Succeſſors; and 
then preſently, upon a little Diſguſt, the 
Supremacy was transferr d to the King, 
and all the Paſſages to Preferment ſto 805 
unleſs you ador'd his Majeiy, and vility'd - 
his Holine/5 ; „ 

In ſucceeding Ages the Prerogative was 
ſcrew d up to the higheſt Degree, and a 
Jus Divinum pleaded in behalf of Mo- 
narchy and abſoſute Government; and af- 
ter that, Liberty and Property caſt the Ba- 
lance to the Republican Side, and the a. 
tural: Right of Free-bory Subjects Was 4 
17 Colour for Faction aud Rebel. 
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18 Honeſty and Plain-Dealing 
Sermon Paſroe Obedience and Non-Refz, pare 
have had th Retr * al ſes | 
mu eri 97 


in the We orid uf ing 
Kings 55 . che 951 F Nobles in 18 
Tron ; the Eſtates, od k 
aniſhme It of th h 3 55 Nat en 
3 & Dov | LEY | oo 
I > of 5 e The 870 ary. of 
the agcabees, like 4 {eV Sor | 
has cut every Way, and been 12 727 for 
and againſt Reſiftance ; and t the Thebean 
ion has been Either 5 ruth or Fiction, as 
it has beſt © ſuited. with the Humour « of 
TY, and the Intereſt of Writers. 
Every one knows the Time 
hes u 5 vines have learnedly prels'c the 
9 7 5 of cg de ang an) fe ſet 
off the Danger chiſm and Diſſentio 
with a 1 Wart and 2 and 
then the Tables have been turn d on a ſud- 
den, and the ſame Men have been all oyer 
Pete and Love, Gentlene/s and Forbear- 
ance + Moderation has bop in their 
Mouths, and  Lukewarmneſs i inth Qeir. Tearts ; 
Latitude in their Principles, nd Indif- 
ference 1 in their Practice. "op . 
All theſe Inſtances make it undeniably 
appear what Variety of Doctrines have 
been in Vogue in this Nation, and what 
Shifting and Turning there has been in 
the ſeveral Parts of Rates gion. It i is not 
my Buſineſs to determir 4 which Point, 
11 pon a juſt State of the . N th a 
dt; 15525 only to remar | 
theſe Doctrines have bad 8c 
and F as according to the Humours 55 
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- 4 Bar ta Preferment. 19 
faclinations of Men in Authority; and Sermon 
the Way to worldly Advancement has I. 
bean to Grim with the Stream, and ftrike WWW 
in with the faſhionable Principles of the 
Times: So that the Court, not the Bible, 
has given Inſtructions to the Prophet, and 
the Hali of the: Prince, not the Law of 
God, has been the Rule of the Subjects 
Obedience. But, 


FOURTHLY, As Flattery and 


= Trimming have been the firſt Steps t to 


Preferment ; fo Plain-Dealing and Since- 
rity have been the uſual Bar and Impedi- 
ment againſt it. The chief Reaſon why 5 
Merit is ſo ſeldom dignify d and 7 1 
guiſb d, and Men of Goodneſs and Piety 
are fo often neglected, is, becauſe a li- 
centious Age can't bear the Soundne/s of 
their Doctrine, and the Freedom of their 
Ro oofs. | 

St. John the Bapti will urge the 
Unldwfulzeſs of Herod's Marriage, he ſhall 
fall under the Diſpleaſure of a wanton He- 
radias, and, in the End, loſe both his 


7 Liberty and his Life. 


If St. Paul will diſcourſe of Yuftice and 
Chaſtity before a laſcivious and tyranni- 
zing Felix, he ſhall be diſmiſs'd from the 
Preſence of the Governor with a Frown, 
and be rewarded with Bonds and Im- 
>nment for his Impudence and Pre- 
ion. 
hen reprov d Abab for his In- 1 Kings 
5 — * towards Naboth, and 
I * felling himſelf to work rer in the Sight 
= 


f 


20 Honeſiy and Plain-Dealing 

Sermon of the Lord; the Freedom of the Diſ- 
I. - courſe was cenſur'd, and the Man of Gd 
V repreſented as an Enemy to the Govern- 
ment. Had he ſooth'd and flatter d Abab 

in his Vices, he ſhculd always have had 
a Share of his Affections, and been repu- 

ted his very good Friend; but to accuſe 
him with Boldnefs, and rebuke him with 
Authority, was too unmannerly a Doctrine 

for a Court, too plain and blunt a Truth 
to go down with a King. | 
The like Mistortunes happen'd to Mi- 

_ caiah, when he declar'd againſt the Ex- 
pon into Ramoth-Gilead, and repre- 
ented all 1/rael /catter'd upon the Hills, as 


| 


Sheep wanting a Shepherd. For his Pro- 
phecy was rejected, and his Perſon igno- 
miniouſly treated for telling the Truth e 
Ahab poſitively declar'd he hated him, be- 


cauſe he did not propheſy Good concerning 
him, but Evil; and, as a Reward for his Sau- 
cineſs, commanded him to be kept in Pri- 
/on, and fed with Bread of Afiition, and 
: ow Water of Afftidion, till he return'd in Peace. 
Pe'etters and Stripes, perhaps, might bring 
the Man of God to a better Mind, and 
oblige him to preach a more courtly and 
ſeuſonable Doctrine. For Truth is of too 
plain and homely an Aſpect to be ſeen at 
all Times, and thoſe that would dwell in 
Kings Houſes, muſt be diſtinguith'd by the 
Smoothneſs of their Speech, as well as the. 
Softneſs of their Raiment. Some Perſons : 


are too big for Reproof, and too wiſe 

for Inſtruction; and when Vice has one f 

got the Sway and Aſcendant of ſuch 
: ö Minds, 


2 Bar to Preferment. A. _ 
Minds, it grows head-ftrong and aſſuming, Sermon 
rebellious and untractable, and diſcharges I. 


its Fury upon thoſe who oppoſe the Tor. 

a rent, and are for ſtopping the Growth of 
8 Infidelity. If the Preachers of Righte- 
. ouſneſs will be faithful Monitors, and ſpeak 
Truth boldly, there will never be want- 
Y ing Ababs to hate their Perſons, and Ba- 
> labs to diſhonour their Function: Their 
, Plain-Dealing will | diſguſt their Rulers, 

| and their Principles put a Stop' to their 
- Preterment ; and lo, the Lord hath kept 
- them back from Honour. | 


A FIFTHLY, Notwithſtanding the 
Allurements and "Temptations of this 
World, it is ſtill the Duty of a good Man 
to act agreeably to his Conſcience, and the 

Laws of God. And here Balaam is fo 
gr a Pattern for our Actions, as he did 
not embrace the unreaſonable Propoſals, 
/- = and comply with the unjuſt Demands of 
J * Balak. e boldly own'd himſelf a Ser- 
ce = vant to another Maſter, and ſo much at 
g the Diſpoſal of a ſuperior Power, that if 
d the King would give him his Houſe full of Num. xxii. 
d Silver and Gold, be could not go beyond the 18. 
50 Mor of the Lord his God, to do Jeſs or more. 
at Ihe Anfiver was generous, and the Re- 
in = ſolution brave; the Principle was rightly 
he. form'd, and the Example may be inſtru- 
he cCiive to Poſterity. For every one that 
ns. acts by a Commithon from God, as Ba- 
ſe laam pretended to do, and is call'd in to 
& Live his Advice in Things pertaining to 

3 his 
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23 Honeſty and Plin-Dealing 


| Hermon his Function, muſt either diſhonour: his 
I. great Maſter, and forfoit his own Chara 


cter, or be CANA 8, ho 
following u | mY — 


Firſt, Such an | Uprightae an} Sa 
rity of Mind, as will ſecure him 
from any mean Compliance with the 
Demands, or any fuſſom Flattery to 
the Perſons: of thoſe who Dave be 
Rule over him. 

Secondiy, For ſuch Care ak Induſtry 

in all the Concerns of that 
Maſter, whoſe be is, and whom be 
ſerves, as may pfove, him e a true 
Ambaſſador 2 and a * 

| — of the 9 of God. 

Thirdiy, Fo. fads © .ourage five Ref 0 
lution in enforcing. the Precepts of 
Chriſtianity, and exacting Obedience 
trom all Orders and Degrees: of Men, 
as to ſhew him to have no other Aim 

in View, than the Honour of his 
God, and os Sabation: of din _ 


th ren. 


77K that is indued with theſe: Qualific 
cations, and faithfully. diſcharges his Of- 
fice in all theſe Reſpects, is the very _ 
verſe of that fawning and temporizing' 
Sycophant, whom I have ſo fully deſerib 
in the foregoing Diſcourſe: And I have: 
no farther Oecaſion to enlarge upon this 
Subject, or to make any other Uſe of 
”_ three laſt os than to ſym 
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4 We to br fendt. 23 
e *  Charabiter of a good Maii ih a Seren 


We May Fe 9 05 then that he is 4 1 of of SV 
Con Hence, not 0 ere 
Dir, ahd ak 1 b Fan HE4R ins l 1 — 
dy in his e Mes, and regular 1 his 
Hebel ee 1 his Lift ife, ald uniform 
in his A#Hons. * 18 Stickler for 
Government, * 9 5 imple of Obedie 
hee, Ke is 1 Fri & Cabils, ot 
Patron of the Irjuſtice of his vertbik 
He neither robs his God to enrich his 
Sovereign, or 7 his Sovereign to ex- 
alt his Sub; ess. | e has no Notion of 
the State in pttjudice to the Church, not 
j++ any Secret Service to his Prince, hs 
to his public 2 ahd Ob- 
lig rn Gekgode to his' The Rule of his 
ife is ſteady and unerring, and bi: Con 
ſcience void + 0, 0 ** towards God and to- 
wards Man. 8 Pen is not mercenar 
nor His Lips pe erfidious ; * his Head Wa- 
vering,” nor. His 1 Heart deceitfül. He ne- 
ver wreſts th Ee Seriptute from its genuine 
Senfe, nor perverts the Text to his pri- 
Vate Intereſt; he makes no falſe Com- 
Thr upon St. Paul for the ſake of a | 
nor conceals atly neceflary” Truth 
in unter to his Superiots. He 17 
Courage to def end what was his Du 
ert, 1 50 255 to pratfice what wa This 
8 5 to Predeb. He is not tobe oy: 


2 


5 Char adler 7 bod Mas 11 448 chi 7 

Party? 5 e. Zeal, 7152 a, . and orthodox Prin-. 

125 55 Z e Encominm of 22 as to his ſocial vir. 
tles, may be ſ. een in the next Sermon 


Ta way 
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Honeſty and Plain-Dealing 


Sermon away with Shadows, or amus'd with Great- 


£s J. 


% 


x 


neſ5; not to be won by a Smile, or territy'd 


by a Frown ; not to be moy'd with fair 


Words, or bought off by real Preferments. 

Since then the Character of this good 
Man is ſo charming and delightful, and 
the Virtues which compoſe. it ſo rare 


and uncommon ; fince the [Temptations 


to Vice are ſo prevalent, and the Propo- 
ſals of Honour and Preferment ſo enga- 
ging; ſince. Men of our Profeſſion are 
generally attack d from this Quarter, and 
the Tricks of State are carry'd on by the 
ſervile Compliances of Church-Men; it 


will not be improper, at the Cloſe of this 


Diſcourſe, to fortify our Minds againſt 
thoſe Baits and Snares that are generally 
laid in our Way, and to encourage one 
another in _ve/l-doing, from a Profpett of 
that Reeompence of Reward, which a con- 
ſcientious Diſcharge of our Duty will. in- 
title us to. For by this Means we, ſhall 
convince our Superiors, that we look 

higher than the petty and trifling Con- 
ſiderations of this World, and are not ſo 


mercenary in our Tempers, and looſe in 


our 88 as they may fancy us to 
be. We hall declare to all Mankind, 
that we don't ſtudy to be great at the Ex- 


1 5 of a good Conſcience, or uſe any in- 


irect means to gain higher and more 
honourable Stations than our Neighbours; 
but that we endeavour to promote the 
common Intereft of the Church and State, 
and to vindicate the Honour of the Prieſt- 
hood; and inſtead of being broken into 
Ver; „ ee. > 


VO 1v'0 ve 0. 


2 Bar to P referment. 


willing to unite as Brethren, are zealous to 
act as Chriftians. | r SU 


Nov for our greater Encouragement in 


this Work, we may in the 


SIX TH. and laſt place conſider, that 
Comfort and Satisfaction, which a Perſon 
that acts impartially between the Com- 


mands of his God, and the Dictates of 


his Conſcience, does in part find already, 
and ſhall more fully experience hereafter, 
tho' he. miſſes thoſe Advantages, which 
Flatterers and 'Temporizers may gain in 


this World. For if the Performance of 


good Actions fills Men with Joy and De- 
light, certainly he ſhall have a more than 
ordinary Share of it, who has ſtood the 
Tryal in the moſt dangerous Times, and 
oppos'd himſelf againft the moſt violent 

emptations. For to withſtand the Over- 
tures. of [Intereſt and Honour, and van- 
quith the perverſe Inclinations of intrigue- 


ing Men, argues no inferior Degree of 
Virtue, and intitles a Man to no mean 


Reward. As the Enterprize was great, aud 
the Danger uncommon, ſo the Wages ſhall 
be proportionable, and the End glorious. 


f we look no farther than this World, 
I take the Reflections of a Man's Mind 
upon a well-ſpent Lite, and the Aſſuran- 
ces of a good Conſcience in general, to 
be a great Encouragement to his Actions, 


and no ſmall Comfort under his Suffer- 


ings: And in the Caſe before us, when 


any Perſon has been employ d in publick 


Concerns, 


25 


Parties, and led away by crafty Men, are Sermon 


566 Hoiieſty and Plant Dealing 


80 Concerns, and not been born off from hib 
Duty by any private Intereſt, tlie Refſection 
upon his paſt Services muſt be more TR 
fing to fimſelf, and the Applauſes © his 
Conſcience rapturous and tränſpoörting. 
Ik perilous Ties ſhould ariſe, and God 
in his Anger ſnould give up a rebellious 
and diſobedient Nation, What ae 
Men Rave, wh, Like Moſes, Pao 2 9 
the Gap and endeavour @ to {6} e Tor. 9 
* Infidelity 7 who! by afl fultable 
Arguments have oppos d the modiſh anuce- 
_ onable Sins of the e Age, and not baſe-. 

ly cring/d and truckled to Men iti = =z 


0 rity: "Fheir prefent Comfort and R 4 
n — is, that in att zune Simplicity,” an FRAN 1 
„ ' Sineevity,” they baue hat their Conver/e 72 
(8 on in this World; aud not been 22 3 
„ away by Pre cheat and Partiality, or ins 
[11.110 55 e ill Examples of great Men; 


chat — have advanbd no Principles des 
ſtructive to the Conſtitution, nor encou- 
rag d any Practices offenfive to God; 
that they have neither unhing'd the Go | 
vernment, or betrayed the Church';" nei- 
ther flatter'd' their Superiots, or miſled 
their Brethren. 

Whatſoever, therefore, ſhall be ie 
Fare of their native Country, and What- 
ever AﬀMiQions ſhall light up or the Church, 
they have made a amel Proviſion for 
chemfelics; and ſecur d a Treaſure in an- 
other Lingam. As they have been th- 
mous for a — 77 and 'unda 2 e 
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Saviour, arid: applauded by Saints and An- 
gels in another. The great Maſter wem 
they ſerve is both able and willing to pros 
mote them, and the Reward” of their Ser- 
vice will infinitely compenſate their Dili« 
gence and Fidelity: It is not ſubject to 
Caſualties, or encumber d with Diſadvan- 
tages; not to be ſought for with Flatte- 
97 or procur'd by Bribery; but it is the 
ffect of our Courage and Zeal, and the 
Purchaſe of a pure and undefil'd Con- 

ſcience. N 
| Wherefore, my beloved Bret hren, be ye 
2 and unmoveable in your holy Pro- 
feſſion: Slight the deceitful Overtures of 
this World, and embrace the more ad- 
vantageous Propoſals of another: Serve a 
Maſter who is truly honourable, and pur- 
ſue your real Intereſt by juſt and reputable 
Means. Place your Rever/ion in Heaven 
againſt the troubleſome and vexatious 
o//e/Jions on Earth, and the certain Fa- 
vour of your God againſt the fickle Hu- 
mours of earthly Potentates. Oppoſe 
Life and Immortality to Death an Pic 
grace, and a bright and triumphant Crown 
of Glory to the fading and momentary 
Honours of this World: And then you 
will come to a juſt Notion of what is tru- 
ly great and magnificent, and know where 
to make your Addreſſes for ſubſtantial 
Preferments. You will abhor the mean 
Compliances, and pity the mercenary Tem- 
; e 


they fall be own'd' by their God and Wy 
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You will 
ghty Men, 


ould ariſe that know not 
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ſpec 
? 


eal 


i 


and 


the dazl 
Pro 


ours, and 
d, 


0 3 . 
'S — 2 = / , « - "2 3 4 5 þ ; | . f 
= ; —_ * 0 — 1 3 A P 
- — * - u . 4s A - * wh 
A 2 3 8.2 We | 3 bt ns £ 
— .: bi 6 .” wo % * 
A. — „ — 0 , | 183 5 8 * py 
2 O : ; 5 . rs — | — * | 3 . FI 
dV. — ” b * 


1 


7 


grate 
ye beyond 
mpora 


y a glo 


he Frowns of hau 
ings 
ou wi 

Ne 


b 


Il be augmente 


Ame 
. 
# 3 
. 


an un 


our FE, 


Honeſty an 


pers.of ſome of your 
of te 
1 
iven' 


{ pb, y 
uch 
Ka 


rity. 


contemn t 
and if K 
rage W 
enli 


2 
po 
t 

* 
£ 


* 


28 
Sermon 
1. 


* 


— 5 WV YATES — - Oo 
ten) ̃ . —— — mine r ͤ owing 
4 SKA — ——— g —— nba 


1 
eaten +4. 


— — — 


——— — —— — 


— Pg, Le — . —— 


— — — 8 — 


2 
© x8 
_- 5 ; 
£8 ; 
1 * 4 . — 2 
3 . * 
. . ; . 
— 
ITS N - * 
1 b 
1 » b . 1 2 
939 4 £ 
-=M 
| ood Man Ju | 
q * 
; | 


ariues. 


IN TWO 


SERMONS 


Preach'd at St. Pau L's, 


＋ „* 8 . 


Y | Before the 


Lord. Mayor of Loxpow. 


8 — — 
2 „„ * 


ba ' 28 * 


3 . PROv. xiv. 14. 
- ＋4 good Man ſhall be ſatisfied 
From Himſelf © 


1 ' DESIRE of Faſe is implanted Sermon 


o 


in the very Make and Conſtitu- II. 

A tion of our Souls, and the Pur- WWW 
ſuit of Happineſs is the conſtant Labour 
and Employment of our Lives. All our 
Searches and - Enquiries are to find out 
Methods to better our preſent Condition, 
== and all our Care and Solicitude is to re- 
- = dreſs the real, or pretended Evils of hu- 


A 

3 
2 
- 
= 
« 3 
— 
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—_ A Good Man 

Sermon man Life. Heaven and Earth are rats 

II. fack'd for the Seat of Happineſs, and 
WV Contemplativn is em ws 

are turn'd over to ——ů— the Road 

to. her Man/ion-houſe. Nature is con- 

ſulted, and Fortune careſs d, to make 


us happy; Antiquity is call'd in to our 


Aſſiſtance, and the ſeveral Plans of Phi- 
loſophy preſented to our Eyes. The moſt 


hazardous Voyages are undertaken in 


deplo gn 
and we Me fail of the Attains 
ment, becauſe we don't uſe right Mea» 
fures in the Purſuit of Happineſs : We 
mils the Prey, becauſe we are * 
' e 
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the Exerciſe of o 


: .O 


fupported: by bis Virtues. 


the Chaſe. Our Appetites and Affections Sermon 


are not 4525 regulated, ngr b D 


are too eaſily diverted rifles, om 


2 d upon on — too fre- 


© 58 
OY 3 
4 
1 d by Ph and dazzled 
_.. 
A 1 2 
1 
* 2 : 
WR 
= 


arances; and we too greedily 
FR 2. 50 and 4 build upon Con- 


| 8 Thus poor deluded Man 


walks on in his ou anity, and difquiets 


= himſelf in vain; courting Happineſs in 
| F7! thouſand « apes, 
his Career, or baulk Kd in his Expectation 
2 every Moment! Alas! our Fancy is un- 
governable, and our Imagination too apt 
do rove: We carry our Eye ffom our 
> ſelves, and view the bewitching Proſpect 
at a Diſtance, whereas our Curioſity thould. 
be reſtrai Rig n'd, and our Searches confin'd 


and yet fopp'd in 


home. The moſt material Diſcoveries 


> are to be made from our ſelves, and the 
Seat of Happineſs is in a Man's own 


Breaſt. Nemo poteſt non beatilſimum efſe, 
qui eft totus ap , ex ſeſe, quiq; in ſe uno ſua 
he quieting of our Paſ- 


ſions and the Four Nestes of our Minds, 
e 


1 
e AN. 


Tull, 


ſon and the De | 


charge of Conſcience, "= Practice of 


Virtue and avoiding 2 118. are the on- 


et of — 55 85 = mfort, mak. 


ſureſt F oundatic 
, 74 Man | ſhall be Satiafied fron him 


Is treating of theſe Words, I 
* * my {lf to the following Method: 


3 


Re _ __ * 
wk * * 2 - wy 
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FIRST, To give ſome ſhort Ac4 
_ count, and general Character of a 


_ Good Man. 


SECONDLY, To enlarge more 
rticularly upon that internal Satis- 
action which ariſes to him from 


the Contemplation of himſelf. 4 
THIRDLY, To point out ſome © 


Times and Seaſons, when this Con- 
templation of himſelf, or Reflection 
upon a virtuous Lite, may be the 
138 Comfort and Support to 


im. 


FIRST, I am to give you ſome 
ſhort Account and general Character of 
a Good Man. 

A Good Man is ſomething which fills 
the Mind with ſuch a lovely Idea, as makes 
every one fond of the Appellation, and 
ambitious of the Honour of it. A Good 
Man has born up his Reputation in the 
worſt of Times, and maintain'd his Cha- 
racter in Deſpite of Detraction. A Good 
Man has been the Idol of the People, as 
well as the Care of the Publick; the 
Theme for the Poet to flouriſh, as well 
as the Orator to declaim upon. Every 
Sect and Profeſſion in the World have 
been willing to appropriate this honour- 
able Badge to themſelves, and have fan- 
cied there was ſome peculiar Excellency 
in their own Party, which muſt ans of 
+ AK A | the 


—— 


ſupported by his Virtues. 33 
the Preference and Superiority over others. Sermon 


But alas! the Virtues which conſtitute II. 
a Good Man, are no more to be confin dd. 


BY, 


to the Parties and Cabals of our Times, 
than the Heat of the Sun to a Corner of 
the World, or Day and Night to one 
Climate. 855 | 

The Stoics, of all Philoſophers, have 
made the greateſt Pretences to the Ri- 
gour and Severity of Virtue, and be- 
ſtowd the higheſt Encomiums upon their 
wiſe or good Man. They have diveſted him 
of all Paſſion to prove his Alliance to the 
Deity, and in ſome Caſes given him the 
Preference to the Immortal Gods. Seneca 
ſeems to run up the Character of a Good 
Man to the ſame inimitable Pitch, that 
Tully does his compleat Orator There is 


** fo much required to finiſh the Ove, as can 


never be obtain'd in this Life, and ſo many 
Virtues muſt unite in the Other, as are 
no Ways conſiſtent with Fleſb and Blood. 

The Scriptures (which make ſuch fre- 
quent Mention of a Good Man) have re- 
commended better Rules to attain to his 
Excellencies, than any of the moſt ela- 
borate Writings of the Moraliſis ever 


could do. For, tho' they don't ſet him 


off in all the wild Panegyrick, in all the 
mad and extravagant Rants of the Stoics; 


yet they aſcribe to him as much as is 


pr r for a Mortal to receive, and give 
him the utmoſt Advantage, which is con- 
ſiſtent with ” Sobriety” and Reaſon. They 
place him indeed in a State of Depen- 
ice, and make him ſubſervient to his 
eng 


34 A Good Man | 
Sermon Almighty Sovereign; yet they furniſh 


II. him with the beſt Inſtructions to pleaſe 
his Maker here, and give him the Aſſu- 


rance to be like him hereafter. And, for- 
aſmuch as the divine Nature is moſt con- 
Verde to this lower World in the 


orks of Mercy and Providence, and | 


does more effectually command our Ve- 
neration, upon the Account of his Good- 
neſs and Liberality, than any other of his 
aſtoniſhing and unſearchable Attributes; 
we are to take the Dimenſions of a Good 


Man as he copies aſter the Deity; and 


to conſider his Virtues more as they relate 
to Society, and are inſtrumental towards 

the Promotion of Piety and the Well-go- 
vernment of the World, than as they 
conſiſt in any intellectual Perfections, any 
recluſe or abſtraed Exerciſes of Deyo- 
tion. 


Our bleſſed Saviour, in his moſt in- 
comparable Sermon on the Mount, directs 


us to univerſal Love and Charity, to Can- 


dor and Civility, to Munificence and Li- 
berality, in order to be re _ the Chil- 
ch is in Hea- 


dren of our. Father ⁊0 hi 
Matt, v. 45. Ven, Who maketh his Sun, to riſe on the Evil 


| and on the. ls ds 0 FUR Rain oh 12 8 


8 pads 


without 


— to — 
a Good: Man in 4 Word or two, we muſt. 
ſay, That he is an Imitator of God, and 
a Lover of his Brethren, a Diſtinguiſher 
of the Virtues of Good Men, and a 
F. riend to the * of bad Ones: Free 


* 


Ke 


ſupported by his Virtues. 3s 
without Diſtinction, and generous with- Sermon 
out Pride; affable without Deſign, and II. 
condeſcending without Affectation; ea. 
of Acceſs, and ready to communicate; 
merciful in his Temper, and unbiaſs d in 
his Favours; open in his Heart, and li- 
beral with his Hand. If we confider 
him as a Prince or a Subject; as a Parent 
or an Husband ; as a Neighbour or a Friend; 
as a Magiſtrate or a Private Man; we 
ſhall find that one loving Prinerple runs 
thro' his whole Life, and gives Spirit 
and Activity to all his Undertakings. 
His Actions are not ſullied by Selt-Love, 
nor his Projects cramp'd by a narrow Ge- 
nius. The Good of the Publick engroſſes 
his Thoughts, and the providing for 
others employs his Time. The Law of 
God is the Rule of his Conſcience, and 
the Service of his Country the Glory of 
his Life: His greateſt Care is to avoid 
Offence, and his ſole Want is an Object 
for his Charity. 
This is that Good Man, whoſe Praiſe 
is in this World, and whoſe: Reward in 
another ; whoſe Bounty is proclaim'd by 
Babes and Sucklings, and whoſe Name is 
written in the Book"of Life. This is that 
Good Man for whom St. Paul tells us, One 
Would even dure to die; whereas the righ- 
teous Man can lay Claim to no ſuch Fa- 
vour, nor can common Right and ſtrict 
Juſtice glory in the Performance of ſuch 6 
heroick Friendſhip. | | 
| tall demi ce Audience no longer 
upon this general 15 than whilſt I 
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Sermon ſumm up the Encomium, and give the fi- 
IT niſhing Strokes to the Character of a 
Acad Man, in theſe lofty and pompous 
Expreſſions of the Son of Sirach He 
lived peaceably in his Habitation, and was 
honoured in his Generation, and became the 
Glory of the Times. Whereas ſome there be, 
| which have no Memorial, who are periſhed 
Comma as\ though they had never been, and are be- 
1 11, 12,13, come as though they had never. been born, 
* and their Children after them; there is ftill 
{ a good and a e e Man, whoſe Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall never be forgotten. With his 
Seed ſbail continually remain a good Inberi- 
tance, and his Children are within the 
Covenant. His Seed ſtands faſt, and his 
Children for his Sake. His Seed ſball re- 
main for ever, and his Glory ſball not be 
blotted out. His Body ſhall be buried in 

Peace, and his Name liveth for evermore. 


SECONDLY, I come to enlarge 
more particularly upon that internal Sa- 
tisfaction which ariſes to a Good Man, 
from the Contemplation of himſelf - And 
this I ſhall endeavour to do, 3 


in its own Nature. . 
Secondly, In Excluſion of worldly 
Things. | £553 þ 

Thirdly, As it takes in a Proſpect of 

Futurity. 3 6 | 


Firſt, By conſidering this Satisfaction q 


. Firf?, Tf we would conſider the Satis4 i 
faction, which a Good Man receives from 


himſelf, © 


8 
2 
43 
8 
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ſupported 'by his Virtues. 


himſelf, in its own real Nature, I can de- Sermon 
fine it be nothing elſe, but that Comfort II. 
and Pleaſure which redounds to a Man, WW 


from the Reflections of his Mind upon 
a virtuous and religious Courſe of Life. 
This Comfort and Pleaſure is what comes 
generally recommended to us under the 
Character of a Good Conſcience, upon the 
Peaceand T ranquillity of which, the Scrip= 
tures beſtow fuch frequent and lofty En- 
comiums. I intimated to you before, 
that this Satisfaction was the more viſihle 
Effect of Goodneſs and Bene ficence; but 
this does not hinder it from extending it 
ſelf to all the Inſtances of Duty, wherein, 
a Man ſtands bound to God, his Neighbour, 


and himſelf. | 


When a Man conſiders himſelf as a 
rational Creature, and endued with all 
thoſe Abilities and Qualifications which 
lace him above the Level of ſublunary 
— and next in order to thoſe im- 
mortal Spirits Which wait upon the 
Throne of God; it can be no ſmall Sa- 
tis faction to him that he has maintained 
his Poſt, and quitted himſelf like a Man; 
that he has acted, up to the Dignity of 
human Nature, and emplcy'd his ſeveral 
Talents and Graces according to the In- 
tereſt and Deſign of the Donor. _ 
Again, when a Man ſhall conſider the. 
Obligations he lies under to his Maker, 
and the Right which accrues to God: 
over the Works of his own Hands, by Vir- 
tue of Creation, 1 and Re- 
demption; he will find inexpreſſible Satis- 
5 - + faction 


9 


38 A Good Man 
Sermon faction in making ſome Returns to ſuch a 
II. beneficent God, and recommending him- 
— ſelt to the Favour of the Almighty, by 
the Exerciſe of Faith and Affiance, and 
y the Acts of Obedience and Refigna- 


tion. 


4 


LASTLY, If a Man conſiders him- 
{elf as Part of the Univerſe, (as the Empe- 
ror Marcus Antoninus commonly expreſſes 
it) and not ſo much deſign d to carry on 
ſome ſecret Intrigues of his own, as born 
for the Good of the Publick, and dedi- 
cated from the Womb to the Service of 
his Brethren; how charm'd and ena- 
mour'd muſt he be, with the very 
Thoughts of diſcharging theſe relative 
Duties faithfully, and acting 1 in 
every reſpective Capacity? With what 
holy a er does he caſt his Eyes 


5 5 the Troubles and Devaſtations of this 
orld, and look upon thoſe haughty 
Spirits who are hurried on with Bitter- 
neſs and Rage, and always biting and de- 
vouring one another © who are perpetually 
engaged m Broils and Contentions, and 
ſeem willing to leave the reproach- 
ful Monuments of their Cruelty and Re- 
yenge, where- ever they have gotten the 
upper Hand. He is Re from that Diſ- 
quietude and Remorſe which flows from 
ſuch inhuman and barbarous Actions; and 
his preſent Satisfaction is, that he has 
loved all Mankind more out of a Prin- 
ciple of 4/finity than any Proſpect of 
ain, and upon all Occaſions W a 
hs „ 
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ſupported by bis Virtues. 


their Perſons, and bore with their Infir- Sermon 
mities, ſollicited their Cauſe, and pro= II. 
moted their Intereſt, without the leaſt v 
Favour or Partiality. | 


Theſe, my Brethren, are the principal 
Inftances of our Duty, upon the Per- 
formances of which, we look back with 
Pleaſure and Delight, and are filled with 
fuch Joy and Rapture as can be only 
known to a devout Soul, and is better 
elt than expreſſed. | 


2 bleſſed Lord ! who ws our 4 _ 
Down-/itting and Up-riſing, and ſpieſt out 

all our Goings, do thou try our Reins, and 
feek the Ground of our Heart - Prove our 


Integrity, and examine our Thoughts Look 
well, if there be any Way of Wickedneſs in 
us, and lead us into the Way everlaſting. 
Do thou enable us to ſurvey our ſelves, 
and to penetrate into the Receſſes of our 
Conſciences ; to review our Actions, and 
compare our ſpiritual Performances ; and 
from the Aſſurances of a Well-ſpent Life 
to omg that comfortable Sentence, 
Well done good and faithful Servant, upon 
our Souls. Keep us from thoſe Fears 
and Anxieties which haunt and perplex 
the Wicked ; from thoſe Smitings, Re- 
proaches, and Prickings of Heart, which 
are the preſent Lot of the Sinner, and 
the dreadful Earneſt of enſuing Venge- 


ance. Let every one prove his own Work, Gal. vi. 4. 


and then ſball he have rejoicing in himſelf 


alone. Conſcientia bene ate vitae, multo= Cicero. 


rumq; beneficiorum recordatio jucundiſſima 
. The Correſpondence between the 
OF, 4 Practice 
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Sermon Practice and the Rule, and the Confors 
II. mity of the Life of Man to the Laws of 
God, refreſhes the Spirits, and creates a 
| 8 Harmony in the Soul: The 
eace of Conſcience cheers the Heart, 
and brightens the Countenance ; removes 
the Clouds of Deſpair from the Brow, 
| and diſpels all melancholy Vapours from 
Pſ. cxix. the Thought. Great Peace, 0 God, have 
* theſe that love thy Law, and nothing ſball 
| offend. Marvellous Light ſprings up to the * 
pure in Mind, and ſpritual Refreſhments 
deſcend upon the Breaſts of thy faithful 
Servants. FCC 
Secondly, I am to conſider a Good Man's 
internal Happineſs, excluſively of all out» 
ward Things. We 9 5 
Ariſtotlè has long ago thought fit to 
range the Notion of Advantage under 
the three Heads, of Mind, Body, and 
Fortune; and tho he has given the Pre- 
ference to the former, and made it the *' 
1 Ingredient of Happineſs, yet, 
148 he attributed ſomething extraordinary 
and ſurprizing to the two Latter, and 
made them in a great Meaſure acceſſar 7 
to, and in ſome Senſe completive of, 
n | | 2 3 
Ibis Doctrine muſt be very well guar- 
ded, or elſe it will entrench upon the 
true Chriſtian Greatneſs, and take off from 
the Honour and Dignity of Virtue : For 
if Health and Riches are any Ways ne- 
ccfiary towards the Conſtitution of Hap= *? 
pineſs, the Conſequence: is unavoidable, ? 
that thoſe who have the greateſt Aﬀus | 
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rs © ence of theſe Bleſſings, are in the faireſt Sermon 

of Probability to be happy: But the con- II. 

a trary to this Aſſertion is ſo apparent, that. 

6e we oftentimes ſee Poverty and D iſgrace 

t, in actual Poſſeſſion of the Prize, and ſome 

es truly Chriſtian Virtues, (ſuch as Hope, Af 

„ Fance, and Reſignation,) which bid the: 

m fiaireſt for Happineſs, to be only practi- 

ve cable in a low and abject State of Life. 

JI F . It muſt be allowed, that —— on, 

be 3 Liberality, and Munificence, are ſuppos d 

ts to be the Attendants of an high Fortune, 

ul and the ſole Accompliſhments of the 

„ EKich and the Noble; But we ſhall find 

Is a vulgar Error even in this Aſſertion, if 

„io conſider that the fore- mentioned Vir- 
ttues don't ſo much conſiſt in the Manage- 

to ment of the Body, and the Gitt of the 

er Hand, as in the Diſpolitions of the Soul, 

1d and the Willingneſs of the Mind. _ 

«„ ⁵ ⁵ To bring this Point to an Iſſue: We 

he are to conſider that the chriſttan Law has 

et, placed all its Profeſſors in an equal Capa- 

ry city of Happineſs, and, in order to the 

ad Aͤttainment of it, has confin d their De- 

ry = {fires to Food and Raiment, and comman- 

ft, = ded them 70 be content with what is barely 

= neceſſary, without coveting Super/luities. 

r- Nay, tho' the divine Wiſdom ſhould 

he think it expedient ſometimes to cut us 

m ſhort in this Reſpe&, and expoſe us to 

or the Hardſhips jg as and Nakedneſs; 

e- we have no Reaſon to ſuppoſe our unfor- 

p 7 tunate Circumſtances any er to 

fe, our Virtue, but rather a Furtherance of 

u- the ſame; becauſe they throw us more 

7 | N entirely 


6. 
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Sermon entirely on the divine Favour, and excite 
II. a more holy and vigorous Afflance in that 
LAlmighty Being, whoſe ſovereign Will 
has the ſole and abſolute Diſpoſal of us. 
The Advantage of Wealth, and the Ad- 
dition of Reſpect are only ſo far inſtru- 
mental towards the Propagation of Vir- 
tue, as they render the outward Act the 
more remarkable, and make the Circum- 
ſtances of the Agent beneficial to the 
Community: But in reference to a Mans 
ſelf, Good and Eil are confin'd to the 
Mind, and have no real Communication 
with external Advantages. The Badge 
of Diſtinction is fix'd upon another 
Place, and the honourable Denomination 
18 taken from the inward Qualities. Ex- 1 
ternal Bleſſings are but of ſmall Impor- 
tance, neither is the Largeneſs of the *' 
Purſe, or the Strength of the Conſtitu- 
tion, any additional Security to a Mind 
truly ſeaſon'd with Vertue and Holineſs. * 
The Weight of Adverſity can never bend 
down the Soul, nor the Walls of a Priſon 
incloſe the Freedom of 'Thought. Ca- 
ſualties can be no Surprize to an undaun- 
ted Reſolution; neither can Poverty or 
Scandal obſcure the Glories of Virtue. 
A Good Man (ſays Seneca) © is happy 
© within himſelf, and independent of 
Fortune, and his Virtue is to be ſeen 
through all Oppoſitions. And left 
this ſhould ſeem too much like 8 
Rant, the Son of Sirach has aſſured us to 
vcclus the fame Purpoſe, That whether a Man be 
xvi 4 rich or poor, if he have a good Heart to- 
1 Wards 
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© BM wards the Lord, be ſball always rejoice Sermon 
I with a chearful Countenance. | | IL 
1 Thus is à Good Man in a * and WWW 
8. Divine, as well as a Moral and Philoſophi= 
— j cal Acceptation of the Phraſe, truly ſe qu 
tied from himſelf. But farther yet, 

_ Thirdly, Chriſtianity gives a Good Man 

SS XZ more ample Satisfaction from a Proſpect 

of a glorious Futurity, which being foun- 

SE died upon the immutable Promiſe and Ve- 

s MX racity of God, is of equal Validity and 

„ Support to the Soul, as if it were actu- 

mn ally preſent, St. Peter makes Ule of this 

= very Argument to comfort the Primitive 

er XZ Chriſtians under their Perſecutions, and 

Mm tells them of rejoicing greatly in the abun= x pet. 1 3. 

& dan Mercy of God, who hath begotten us 8. 

- again unto a lively Hope, by the Reſurre#ion 

2 of Jeſus Chrift > Whom having not ſeen, 

u- due love In whom, though now we ſte him 

id IM wot, yet believing, we rejoice with Foy un- 

Ss. 3 ſpeakable, and full of Glory. a 

4 Our Chriſtian Religion was defign'd to 

u aſſiſt us in this Valley of Tears, and by the 

a- Eertainty of an enſuing Reward, to en- 

n+ * courage the Work aflign'd to us, to go 

or on with Pleaſure. As we walk by Faith, 

e. and not by Sight, ſo we are comforted 

with a reverſionary Bliſs, and muſt make 

of 3 Aa future Expectance over-ballance a pre- 

en ſent Calamity, The pious Soul is always 

ft 3 fill'd with Rapture and Extaſy; and tho 

al 3 ſhe be doom'd to Fleſh and Blood, and 
3 forc'd to dwell with Meſek, and to have 


«. 1 


be ber Habitation among the Tents of Kedar ; 
_ yet the ſcorns the dirty Acquaintance of 
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44 1 Ga Tr 
Sermoũ this World, and maintains a Society and 


II. Converſation in Heaven. She opens the 


WW all 


eVWindow, and enlarges the Proſpect; car- 


ries her Enquiries beyond, the Body, and 
takes her Progreſs into another Country; 
dwells upon the Contemplations of Eter- 


nity, and preſents herſelf with ſome 
Glympſes and Anticipations 'of Paradiſe. 


O. then 2 and ſee how gracious the 
Valk with him and rejoice, be- 


Lord is. 

20. | 

2 68 cauſe youn Names are written in Heaven. 
7 ry B ed ig the People, O Lord, that can re- 
% joice in thee; they ſhall walk in the Light. 
of thy Countenauce Their Delight ſball be 
daily in thy Name, and in thy. Righteouſs 
neſs ſball they make their Boaſt. For thou. 
art the Glory of their Strength, and in thy 


Loving=kindneſs thou ſhalt lift up | ther : 


Horns. Amen. 
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PRO v. xiv. 14. 


——A good Man ſhall be ſatisfied 


from himſelf. 


N- my former Diſcourſe, I propos d Sermon 
to proſecute this Aſſertion of So- III. 

Lk /omon, in the following Order and * 
Method. | 


FIRST, By giving you ſome ſhort 
Account, and general CharaQter of 
a Good an. | 


SECONDLY, By enlarging more 
particularly upon that internal Sa- 
tisfaction, which ariſes to him from 
the Contemplation of him/elf: 


THIRDLY, By pointing out ſome 
Times and Seaſons, when this Con- 
templation of himſelf, or Reflection 
upon 2 virtuous Life, may be the 
greateſt Comfort and Support to 


him. 
1 have 


4 


| J have already finiſhed my ſhort Ac- 
* count and * — of a Good 
wyw Man, and made ſuch Diſcants, as I 
thought proper, upon that internal Satis- 

faction which ariſes to him, from th 

wil | Contemplation of him/eF. | 
"i I ſhall now proceed in the 


ml THIRD Place, to point out ſome 
|; Times and Seaſons, when this Good Man's 
In" Contemplation of himſelf, or Reflection 
0 upon a virtuous Lite, may be the greateſt 

14 | Comfort and Support to him. 
9 Tho Virtue is ſuch a Friend and Aſ- | ? 
0 ſiſtant, as is always ready and at Hand, 
and perpetually keeps the Soul in a plea- 
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| fore, 2 be worth our while to 
| ſhift the Scene for a Moment, and to 

cConſider the Sons of Men as involved in 
ſome remarkable Diſtreſſes, and to ſee 
how their Virtue will. comfort and. re- 
lieve them under all. | 


10 ſant and cheerful Poſture; yet, there are 
lf ſome Occaſions which will try her Con- 
11 ſtancy; ſome Seaſons that demand her 
Ws more than ordinary Aſſiſtances. Upon 
it ſuch Emergencies, the is never backward * 
10 or ſtingy, never daſtardly or timorous; 
Wil but exerts her Vigour in Proportion to 
1 the Danger, and carries her Votaries thro“ 
1 the moſt amazing Difficulties. When the 
ji Clouds gather, and the Storms ariſe, the 
10 Pilot betakes himſelf to the Helm, and 
1 ſteers his Courſe with an even Hand, and 
4 by a ſteady Compaſs. It may, there- 
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e- Firſt, It will comfort them under a Sermon 
od Public Calamity. ' 
I - Secondly, Under a Private Affliction. 
s-. = Thirdly, Under a Falſe Accuſation. 

16 | Fourthly, In the Time of Sickneſs. 


Fifthly, At the Hour of Death. 
Sixthly, In the Day of Judgment. 


ie = Firft, If we conſider a Good Man in Re- 
3 lation to the Public, we ſhall find him 
IN 2 beſt ſup rted in all National Calamities, 5 
ſt and mA e hm reliev d from the In- 


ſults of the common Enemy, by the 
"i Aids and Aſſiſtances of his Virtues. 
d, In the Deſtruction of Kingdoms it is 
* obſervable, that the Fate of the Inhabi- 
6 tants is promiſcuous, and that there can 
be no particular Diſtinction made be- 
= 
n 
d 
3 
0 
9 
e 


— 


2 tween the Treatment of good and bad 
3 Men: But it is ſtill remarkable, that, ei- 
ther before theſe National Judgments are 
brought upon a People, the wiſe Diſpo- 
ſer of Events has been frequently pleas d 
to remove ſome ſelect Friends from ap- 
proaching Danger, or elſe to recommend 
them afterwards, to the Mercy of their 


fo | 
4 Conquerors in a foreign Land. 
4 XZ Of both theſe Ulages, we have fre- 
quent Inſtances in the Scriptures, and 
are preſented with ſuch ay en nyo of 
o Providence, in Favour of God's Saints 
n and Servants, as may enamour us with 
A thoſe Principles, and make us emulous 
_ of thoſe Practices, which have procurd 
a ſuch miraculous Protections and Delive- 
N | wb: 


48 A. Good Mean 
Sermon rances· We find Lot removed from the 
III. Deſtruction of Sodom and G omorrah, and 
the City Zoar preſery'd for a Receptacle 
and Aſylum of that Preacher of Righte- 
ouſneſs, "add his reſcu'd Family. When 
Hullah, had propheſied the Fate of Je- 


ruſalem, we read that King et Was 
a 


exempted from the common. Calamity by 
his Tears and Repentance, and was to be 


revented by a friendly Death, from be- 


olding the Ravage of his Dominion, 

and the Slaughter of his Subjects : Be- 

2 chr. cauſe thine Heart was tender, (, ſaith the 
* Lord God of Iſrael, and thou didft humble 
thy ſelf before God, when thou heardft his 
Words againſt this Place, and againſt the 


Inhabitants thereof, and bumbledft : y ſelf 


before me, and didft rent thy Clothes, and 
weep before. me; I have even heard thee 
alſo, ſaith the Lord. Behold, I will ga- 
ther thee to thy Fathers, and thou ſhalt © be 
gathered to thy Grave in Peace, neither 
ſhall thine Eyes ſee all the Evil that I will 


bring upon this Place, and upon the Inhabi= 7 


 tants of the ſame. 
Aſter this terrible Judgment was com- 
pleated, and the Jcus were carried Cap- 


tive to Babylon, we find the merciful Pro- 


vidence of God attending his faithful 
Servants in Exile, and the Virtues of Da- 
niel and his Adherents diſtinguiſhed and 
rewarded by the Eaftern Monarchs, and 
the Patience and Piety of Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah finally crown'd with a glorious 
Reſtoration. 


Put 


3308 


1 


8 


5 ſupported Ly his Virtues, 49 Bn 1 


But, however the Caſe may happen in Sermon * # 


" 
38 
1 


Reſpect of particular Providences; or III. 
ſuppoſing, at preſent, that a Good Man 
ſhould be Partaker with his Brethren in 
any common or National Calamities ; Yet, 
foraſmuch as his Virtues have made him 
a loyal Subject and a faithful Citizen, we 
ſhall find him under no Concern for be- 
traying a publick Truſt, under no Regret 
for being acceſſary to the Ruin of his na- 
tive Country. In the Height of Wars Luke xi. 


* 


\ 


and Rumours of Mars, and in the midſt ofs, ** 


the Diſftre/s and Perplexity of Nations, 


E when Mens Hearts fail them for Fear, and 
= for looking after thoſe Things which ate co- 


ming on the Earth; a Good Man's Forti- 


. 


| tude is e Expectations are 
8 


enlarged, and his Hopes extend to Fu- 
turity. He has been wiſe to true and 
laſting Purpoſes, and made a timely Se- 
curity of the ' better Part; fo that his 


1 


Heart is invulnerable, his Treaſure is 


arded, and no Breach or Inroad can 
made upon his Conſcience, without 
his on Conſent and Approbation. The 


Peace of Mind is not to be moleſted by 


Sword and Famine, and Virtue is a Trea- 


4 | ſure never to be injur d by Captivity. Of 
this we have ſeveral Inſtances in the Pro- 


3 | pe and wiſe Men of Appin 
1 t 


, Whole 
aith and Conſtancy follow'd them into 
Exile, and ſupported them in a foreign 
Land. Some of theſe illuſtrious Perſons 
I have mentioned before, and I ſhall beg 
Leave to add to their Number what 
E * Tully 


50 1 A Good Man 
Sermon * Tully has recorded in Praiſe of Marcus 
III. Regulus, (viz.) © That he could not ſo 
A much derogate from the Virtues of | 
„ ſuch an 7 £1: as to think him di- 
ſturb d, unhappy, or miſerable in the 
midſt of the Carthaginian Torture. For 
3 the Greatneſs of his Soul was not to 
it 4 & be leſſened by the Exquiſiteneſs of his 
. Pain, neither did his Gravity or Fide- 
1 4 lity, his Conſtancy or his Courage ſuf- 
*# a fer any Eclipſe in his Adveriity: For 
N „ his Mind being guarded by Virtue 
IF could not be ſubject to any outward 7 
3 « Aſſault; and though the Body was in 
10 Durance, the Soul ſtill preſerved her 
In, “ native Freedom. | 


WIE. og <A a &a 


> 


| Ll Secondly, A good Man's Virtue relieves 
i | him under a private Afliciuun. 
| Buy a private Af#i&#:on, I mean any Diſ- 
aſter which may befal a Man in his fingle 
"5 | Capacity, or private Station of Life, ſuch 
10 as the Misfortune of his Family, the im- 
bairing of his Health, the Diminution of 
bis Eſtate, or the Loſs of his good Name. 
In moſt of theſe Reſpects we find ob 
attack d, when his Territories were ra- 
vag'd by the Sabeans, and his Servants 
flain with the Edge of the Sword; when 


—_— ; 
* 8 


r 8 wn. Ab. = * 


e t 6 a+ a = 


Nec vero ego Marcum Regulum, ærumnoſum, nec in- 
felicem, nec miſerum unquam putavi: Non enim magni- 
tudo animi ejus excruciebatur a Pœnis, non 1 non 
tides, non conſtantia, non ulla virtus, non deniq; animus 
ipſe; quia tot virtutum præſidio, tantoq; comitatu, cum 
corpus ejus caperetur, capi certe ipſe non potuit. M. Tul]. 
(ac. Par. 3. g i M : =_— : 
his 


wa is SG qi 


ſupported by his Virtnes. 


XZ Ruins of them; when Meſſenger - upon 
the Heels of Meſſenger brought him the 
fatal Tidings, and every Report was ag- 
gravated with ſome more aſtoniſhing and 
diſmal Circumſtance : Yet, for all this, 
the Man of Patience kept his "Temper 
and Integrity, and made no other Reply 
to the Diſpenſations of Providence, but, 


and naked. ſball I return thither + The Lord * 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed 
be the Name of the Lord. In all this Fob 
= /inned not, nor charged God fooliſhly : In all 
this, the perfect and upright Man ſtood 
= equally pois' d by his Virtues, and did 
not lean either to the Right Hand or the 


5 = Lett, - any angry Remonſtrances or 
ch wWomaniſh Complaints. eee 

m. Now againſt the like unfortunate Acci- 
o Lents, the ſame Suecours and Support are 
3 ſtill adminiſtred to good Men; the ſame 
7ob unſpotted Conſcience, and unſhaken Pie- 
ra- = 35 will cope with Dangers and ſurmount 
1s iſtreſſes. Patience has arm'd a good 
den Man againſt Croſfes and Diſappointments, 


| and Reſignation has diſpos'd him for any 
Changes or Viciſſitudes of Fortune: Affi- 


5 — = ance in Providence has ſweeten'd the bit- 
on ter Cup of Adverſity, and Faith in God's 
imus Promiſes made even Perſecution and Mar- 


= tyrdom to be embrac'd with Joy and 
Thankſgiving. O triumphant Innocence! 
O impregnable Virtue ! 7 but once 
more upon this ſuffering and afflicted 

= >>. Heroe: 


his Houſes and Goods were demoliſhed, Sermon 
and his Sons and Daughters buried in the III. 


Naked came IT out of my Mother's Womb, Job. 21 
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Sermon Heroe: See, ſee, hom this fledfaft and un- 


within himſelf. 


moveable: Man 


through the Valley of 3 
WAY Tears with Cheertulneſs and Intrepidity ; 
facing every Storm with Reſolution, bear- 
ing every Shock with Wiſdom, and im- 


proving every Loſs to Advantage. When 
the Winds begin to riſe, and the Haves 


to roar ; when Fearfulneſs and Trembling © 
come upon the Sinner, and an horrible Dread 
overwhelms the Guilty, a good Man 
can retire peaceably into his own Breaſt, # 
cateſt Calm and Serenity 
| prick d with 
the Conſciouſneſs of any ſinful Miſde- 
oks pallid, or his 
Countenance diſorder d by any fecret Re- 


and find the 
He is not 


meanor, nor are his Looks 


bukes from within. He has no Akings 


of Heart, or Fore-bodings of Conſcience; 
no Dread of Privacy, or Fear of himſelf; 
ottle tor Eaſe, or Re- 


no Reſort to his 
fuge to Company for Protection. 


«Thirdly, A good Man's Virtue relieves 
him under a falſe Hceuſation. This was ne- 
ver more remarkable than in the Lives and 
Actions of the Primitive Chriſtians, who, 


by the Str 


tion of Atheiſm, and Diſloyalty-to. the 
Government; from being Diſturbers of 
the publick Peace, and Setters. forth of ® 
ſtrange Doctrine; by a ſolemn Appeal to 
the Tribunal of their own Conſcience. ® 

| Whoever looks into the Apologies and 


.-* 
+ 9g 
8 


other Writings of the Fathers, will find 


o 3 
undance rguments to this Pur- 
. 2 
© * BY PO — * 5 Ke 
= 
. = 
? _ O 
J 


(i 
5 


ength of their Piety, bore up 
againſt the Malice of Jet and Gentile; 
and clear'd themſelves from the Imputa- 
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tells his own Countrym 
| Governor, that he had lived in all good © 


the Contrivances of evil D 


7 vithin me, when falſe Witneſſes 75755 
hings 


ſupported by bis Virtues. 52 
poſe: But becauſe theſe Labours are not Sermon 
the Subject of every One's Meditation, I III. | 


F | ſhall endeavour to clear up the Point un- 


der Debate, from an Inſtance ar two in 
St. Paul's Life. rack lh 
great Apoſtle was accus'd 
at Jeruſalem tor Riot and Sedition, he 
en and the Roman Acts xx, 


Conſcience before God until that Day. | 

When Tertullus renewed the ſame 
Charge of Tumult and Hereſy againſt him, 
he had Recourſe to the ſame 'Topick for 


an Anſwer: Herein (ſays he) do I exerciſe iv. 16. 


my ſelf, to have always a Conſcience void of 


| Co towards God, and towards Man. 


is was an Argument beyond Denial, a 
Proof too big for Confutation; the beſt 


| Evidence to buoy up the Courage of 
the Priſoner, and the moſt laſting Sup» 


rt under Fetters and Confinement. 
hat unſpeakable Comfort muſt flow 
from a generous and undaunted Appeal to 


the Knowledge of the whole World, for 


the Manner and Courſe of our Life ? 


What Extaſy of rejoicing muſt ariſe from 


the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in Sim- 1 Cor. i. 14s 


= plicity and godly Sincerity, not with 


Hasi 
Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, we is 


E bad our Converſation in this World © 


'Then fret not thy ſelf, O my Soul, at 4 
vers; nor | 


thou full of Heavineſs and diſquieted 


= 2gainft thee, and lay to thy Charge ; 
7 which thou knoweſt nor. Let Malice ſtorm 


Sermon and Cenſure do her Worſt ; let Informa- 3 
AV courag'd ; do thou look higher than an 


ther and thy Mother forſake thee, and thy 


wit. xvi, ficacy to a guilty Patient. It is neither © | 
12. Herb, nor mollifying Plaifter that reftoreth 


1 Goole 


tions be lodg'd, and buſy Sycophants en- 


idle Story or an officious Lie: Do thou 
form a better Intereſt, when Envy would 
traduce, and Power cruſh, thee : Contract 
a more honourable Relation, and ſecure 8 
a more laſting Friendſhip, when thy Fa- 


Kindred and Acquaintance would big b 


off their Correſpondence, and betray the 


moſt ſacred Truſts, for ſome mercenary 
Deſigns of their own. _— 
Fourthly, The Contemplation of a good 
Lite, is the beſt Support in the Time of 
Sickneſs. . Cs | 
Although Man be encompaſs'd with 
Infirmities, and hourly threatened with 
Death, yet, the Attacks of Sickneſs are 
an uncommon Surprize, and the Manage- 
ment of diſeas'd Perſons, is ſomething 
peculiar and romantick. The Neigh- 
urhood is alarm'd at the News, and 
all the Family is put into Hurry and 
Confuſion; the Servants are officious, and 
the Relations ſad; Phyſicians are con- 
ſulted, and Medicines applied: But the 
Cure oftentimes begins at the wrong End, 
and the Preſcription can be of little E- 


to Health, but the Infuſions of Grace 
which ſtrengthen the Heart, and the 
Power of thy Ford, O Lord, which heal- 
„ ben BY Nene 


be 


E 


fupported by bis Virtuer. 


Happy is he, who has placed his Sermon 
Truft in this never-failing Remedy! Who III. 
has made his God his Friend, and his WAS 


X Conſcience his Phyſician ! 


I would not by theſe Suggeſtions in- 
ſinuate, that Man was to dwell upon Mi- 
racles, or that Religion ſhould introduce 
ſuch a Stoical Apathy, as to transform 
Men into Stones, or totally extinguiſh the 
Senſe of Pain: But T am ftill confident 
that it teaches them the beſt Arts of Ma- 
nagement under Sickneſs, and inſtructs 
them in the true Wiſdom of Patience to 


bear their Lot with Contentment and Re- 
ſignation. Human Nature, both as tg 


outward Impreſſions and inward Senſa- 
tions, may be the ſame, in Good and Bad 
Men; but Grace ſweetens the Diſpolitions, 
and cools the Paſſions of the One, whilſt 
Guilt adds a Pungency and Acuteneſs to 
Pain, and is the greateſt Sting and Ter- 
ror of a Diſeaſe, in the Other. View theſe 
two Perſons upon the Bed of Languiſbing, 
and ſee the Difference of their Conduct 
and Deportment, according to the Varie- 
ty of their Actions in their paſt Life. 
The wicked Mau can neither look bach 
ward without Remorſe, nor forward with- 
out Horror. All his Wiſhes are for a 
Recovery from Sickneſs, and all his Appli- 
cations are for the ſtupifying of his Con- 
ſcience, or the Removal of his bodily 


XZ Tortures, But a Good Man ſurmounts 


his Diſeaſe by ſpiritual Contemplations, 
balances his preſent Pain by the comfort- 
E 4 able 


Sermon able Reflections upon a virtuous Life, and 
III. fences againſt Futurity, by the Promiſes. | 
of God and the Merits of his Redeemer, 
| And this brings me in the 
Fifth Place, to conſider how the 
Contemplation - of a good Lite may 

be the beſt Support to us at the Hour 
„ Rc, ates gs wart 

| Thoſe are very excellent and ſeaſon- 

able Petitions ot our Church, That, the 

more the outward Man decayeth, God would 

1 rengthen us ſo much the more continually 
| with his Grace and holy Spirit in the inner 
Man; and would not ſuffer us at our laſt. 

Hour, for any Pain of Death, to fall from 

him That his Almighty and over-ruling 
Goodneſs would not permit the Violence 

of a Diſtemper, or the Shocks of Death 
to looſen our Hold, or break off our Al- 

liance with God. This Scene, which is 

_ antecedent to our Diſſolution, is a very 
ſhocking and melancholy Time indeed ; 

full of Hurry, Anguiſh, Afoniſhment, 

and Confuſion ; the Fleſb being then in a 
particular Manner weak, and the Tempta= 

tions, for any Thing we know, very 

fſirong. The bare Pain of dying may not 

be ſo much, as the fearful Looking for of 
Judgment, and the Diſpoſal of our better 

Part in a future State. *Tis Virtue only 

can charge thro theſe Dangers, and be 

the ſtrongeſt Security in our laſt Minutes. 

It ſhe has made Provifion againſt the 
Time of Need, and, by throwing in Stores 
and Magazines, fortified the ivward 1 21 
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ſupported by bis Virtues. Th 
the Soul is in a ready Poſture of Defence, Sermon' 
and can maintain her Ground in Defiance III. | 
of the Enemy. "Thoſe accidental Aſſiſt WS” 
ances which are adminiſtred to fick and 
depraved Minds by the Advice of their 
ſpiritual Paſtors, or the charitable Prayers 
of the Church, are not of themſelves ſut- 
ficient, without any previous Diſpoſitions, 
to carry a Man through the fiery Trial 
Like Seed ſown upon fron Ground, for want Matt. iv. 5, 
of Depth of Earth, they are ſoon ſcorched up, 7 

and withered by the violent Heat of be Sun. 

When Perſecutions or Afflictions ariſe, 
wavering and uncertain Men are immedi- 

ately offend:d : But when Virtue has by a 


I 


long Exerciſe, been. cultivated and im- NI 


roved, rooted and habituated to the. | 
Soul, her Strength will be proportioned 
to any Danger, and the Succours of 
Grace will come timely in to the Aſſiſtan- 
ces of weakened Nature. | 
Sixthly and laſtly, From Sickneſs and 
Death, let us paſs to the Reſurre#ion and 
the Day of Judgment And here I muff 3 
beg your Patience, whilſt I leave Morta- 
lity behind me, and bring my good Man 
in Idea to that Place, wu will ſpee- 
dily appear in Reality, | 
Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, and be pt xxiv. 7. 
ye lift up, ye everlaſting. Doors; and the 25 
King of Glory ſball come in. Who can 
view without Trembling, this ſolemn and 
majeſtick Entrance? Who can bear the 
coming of his Judge in the Clouds from Matt. xxyi. 
the right Hand of Power, without calling * 
2 upon 
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x38 4 Good Man 
Sermon upon the Mountains to fall upon him; and 
III. the Hills to cover him ? Who! 


9 — d, guem queritis, adfum. 


Mark the perfect Man, and behold the Up- 
_ pright : For he, be only has Courage to 
ſuſtain this terrible Shock; he has Strength 
for this laſt Rencounter; he has Virtues 
to ſecure the Victory. There is no- 
thing in Judgment can be diſmal to him, 
who has the beſt Aſſurances and the moſt 
rational Satisfaction from himſelf. When 
8 3 ſhall found, and the Judge ap- 
; when the Book of Fate ſhall be 
Wiſdom v. open e, d, and the Secrets of all Hearts diſ= 
Wy clas d; then ſhall the righteous Man fland 
in great Boldneſs, before dhe Face of ſuch as 
have afflicted him, and made no Account 0 
his Labours. When they ſee it, they ſhall 
be troubled with terrible Fear, and ſpall be 
Rk at the Strangeneſs of his Satvation, 
ſo far beyond all that they look'd for. When 
„ 1a they caſt up the Accounts of their own Sins, 
: they ſball come with Fear, and their own 
ee ſhall convince them to their Face. 
But qo ſhall appear with a different Aſ- 
„and Innocence provoke the ſtricteſt 
John iii.20, yas Firs and Inſpection. Every one that 
1 doth Evil bateth the Light, neither cometh 
to the Light, Jeſt his Herde ſhould be re- 
reproved. But be that doth Truth, cometh 
to the Light, that bis Deeds may be made 
mani, toxt they are wrought i in God. 
Now = 


ſupported' by bis Virtues, vg _ 
Now, tis a future Judgment muſt place Sermon 
Things in a true Light, and adjuſt the III. 
Irregularities of this partial World ; and WW 
then ſhall Religion creep from her Re- 
tirement, and private Charity be proclain= 
ed before Men and Angels : Then ſhall 
Modeſty be emboldened, and Humility 
_ exalted; Faith ſhall triumph, and Hops 
be ſwallow'd up in Fruition. | 
O happy Man, enter into the Foy of thy 
Lord, and dwell upon the Contemplation 
of thy Virtues to all Eternity: Ve Fools 
1 have thy Faſting in I ano and 
make thy Devotion a Proverb of Reproach - 
But how groundleſs were our Cenſures, | 
and how ridiculous our Railery: We Fools witom & | 
accounted thy Life Madneſs, and thy End * 5: 
to be without Honour But how art thou 
gumbred among the Children of God, and 
thy Lot is among the Saints For though iv. y. 
the Righteous be prevented with Death; yet 
ſpall be be in Reſte For the Memorial of | 
Virtue is immortal; becauſe it is known v. 1. 2. 
with God, and with Men. When it is pre- 
ſent, good Men will take Example at it; and 
when it is gone, they deſire it It weareth 
a Crown, and triumpheth for ever, having 


gotten the Victory, ſtriving for undefiled 
Rewards. | 


O God, grant us ſuch a Meaſure of 
thy Grace, as to paſs the Time of our 
ſojourning here with Fear, and to en- 
counter the ſeveral Shocks of Sickneſs 
and Death with Patience and Religna- 


tion; 


60 A Good Man &c. 
Sermon tion; ſo that we may appear joyful at th 
III. Tribunal, and be düttiaguilt. . 
WYMY the Number of thine Elect in the King- 
Y dom of thy Son's Glory. Amen. 


., Now to God the Father, the Soi, and the ; 
Holy Ghoft, be aſcribed all Majeſty, 
Might, and Glory, now, and for. ever. 
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e | LUKE vi. 26. 


Wo unto you, when all Men ſhall ſpeak 
well of you : For ſo did their Fathers 
to the falſe Prophets. 


T 


ter with the Obſtinacy of the Few and 


our came into the World to eſta- 


the Prejudice of the Gentile; it was ne- 


ceſſary that the Teachers and Propaga- 
tors of it ſhould be rightly inform d upon 
what they were to proceed, and 


have 


hs at One 


HE Religion, which « our K n 


IV. 
bliſh, being deſign d to encoun- Wywy, 


52 The Danger of Popularity, or, 


Sermon have ſome previous Notice what Recep- 


IV. tion was to attend their Doctrine, and what 


in the Diſcharge of their Miniſtry. 
The Redemption of Iſrael was a very 


credit was to be N to their Per/ons, 


Nen of the Meſſiab created ſwelling and 
lofty Opinions, even in the Diſciples 
themſelves. To enjoy honourable Poſts in 


Marth. xx. this new Government, and to ſſt one on the 


20, 21, right Hand, and the other on the left in the 


Kingdom of Glory, might not only be the 
Requeſt of the Mother of 'Zebedee's Chil- 
dren, but might alſo lie at the Heart, and 
actuate the Expectation of all the Apo- 


ſtles. When our Saviour talk'd of uf= 


ferings and Death, Peter preſently enter d 
xvi. 21, his Rebukes and Proteſtations, and ſto- 
ak mach'd the Diſgrace and Inconſiſtency of 
ſuch a Declaration. Be it far from thee, 


Lord e This fad not be unto thee. Hea- 


vens avert, that he whom we truſted ſbauld 

_ redeem Iſrael, and triumph over the uſurping 
Powers and Principalities of this World; 

that. He, whoſe Grandeur and Magnifi- 
cence is ſo loftily deſcribed by all the 
Prophets, and whole Preſence is to be 
adord by Strangers as well as his own 
Countrymen: Heavens (I ſay) avert, that 

this puiſſant Monarch ſhould be the Sub- 
ject of ſo much Ridicule and Infamy ; 


and ſhould be thrown out of his Domini- 


ons by thoſe ungrateful Mortals he de- 
tign'd to promote. 1 ? 
Now to Perſons under ſuch Pre-poſ- 
ſeſſions and Miſtakes, to Perſons who 427 
vour d 


pular and delightful Theme, and the 


e 


| Folly of aiming at univerſal Applauſe. 


vour d not the Things that were of God, Sermag 
but thoſe that were of Men, and whoſe IV. 
Taſte and Reliſh was turn d only to ten- v 


poral Enjoyments it was neceſſary for our 
LOO to give a truer Notion of his 
Kingdom, and to recommend and dig- 
nify that Contempt which would proba- 
bly accompany the diſpenſing of Truth. 

Wo unto you, when all Men ſball ſpeak 
well of you : For ſo did their Fathers to the 
falſe Prophets. „ „ 
In diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I 
ſhall make it my Buſineſs, 


FIRST, To conſider how the Vo 

of being /poken well of by all Men is 
reconcileable with that good Name 
and Character, which, both by Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, we are encourag'd_ 
to endeavour after. N 1 


"SECONDLY, To prove that an 
uni venſal Character is impoſſible to be 


obtain'd in this World, by Men of 
Principles and Conſcience. | 


THIRDLY, To ſhew how thoſs 
that ſtand faireſt for the Applauſe of 
the Multitude, are falſe Prophets. 


 FOURTHLY, To enquire how Ec. 
nice Perſons who mult put their 

Character ſo often upon the Trial, 
are to bzhave themſelves under Ob- 
loquy and Miſrepreſentation. 


FIRST, 


„e Danger of Popularity; or, 
IV. 


3 5 


FIRST, Tam to conſider how the Jo 
of being ſpoken well of by all Men, is recon- 


cileable with that good Name and Character 


which, both by Scripture and Reaſon, we 


are encourag'd to endeayour after: For 


at the firſt hearing of this Cenſure of our 
Saviour, ſome People will be apt to cry 
out, How is this conſiſtent with Solomor's 
Panegyrick upon Fame and Reputation? 


Prov xxi, Ig not a good Name rather to be choſen than 
great Riches, and loving Favour than Silver 

and Gold? Does not the ſame experienc'd 

Eccl. vii. 1. 


Ecclus. xli. 
1, 13> 


Perſon prefer it to precious Ointment, and 
the Son of Sirach to Life it ſelf? Have re- 


gard to thy Name: For that ſhall conti- 


nue with thee above a thouſand great Trea- 


fares of Gold. A good Life hath but few 
good Days; but a good Name endureth for 
eder. e | 


Now theſe, and ſuch-like Encomiums 
(which do at firſt. Sight ſeem to make it 
our Duty to endeavour after - univerſal 


Credit and Applauſe,) will, upon further 
| 3 „be found no Ways repugnant 
A | 


to t eprehenſion of our Saviour, if we 


don't miſtake a great for a good Name, but 


diſtinguiſh rightly between Popularity and 
Reputation, between vain Glory and true 
Honour. 


The being well ſpoken of by all, which 


our Saviour cenſures, is that general Fa- 
vour and Applauſe, which could only en- 


ſue to his Di/7iples, or any of their Suc- 


ceſſors, by modelling and framing them- 


ſelves to the Cuſtoms and Practices of a 
* wicked 


ue ST r of . in} La au e's wks wt tf = at 


A h 
© 2 


Folly of aig af amn * 


Wicked World; which general Applauſe it Sermon 
was impoſſible for thoſs Perſons ever to IV. 
obtain, who were to ſet up for Plain=deal- A 5 
ers with Mankind, and Reformers of the 
Age they livd in; and ſo were, more 
likely to incur the Biſp leaſure of the Ob- 
ſtinate and Su fticious, by ericountring 
their Vices, ro purchaſe, their Fa- 
your by a blunt and impartial Delivery. of 
the Truth. 

But the good Name, which Solomon. re- 
coltmends,” is the Character of good and 
virtuous A el and the Foun ation of 
this, is the Performance of gbd and birtu—- 
Tubus Action. Vice and umlawful Com- 
pliances have no. Hand in the*Eftabliſh- 
ment of Reputation, norwithſtand: ing their | | | 
Numbers and Intereſt, in the World: Noiſe | 
and Acclamation have nothing to do with | 
true Fame ; and we are no more to form 
= our Reer rent of Mankind upon Rumours 
= and 


L fu SS RES  RAAYvMs SS 


it rts, than to juſtif y-Conqueſt and | 
al Uſurp = trom the Actions of Hlexan- | 
2 der Tic Cæſar, or to think that Corab and i 
. his Accomplices (who are ſtyfd famous Numb. 
1 in their Congregation, and y 0 898 
* are the trueſt Aſſertors of Liberty, and 
E) Patterhs of Foftitude. Goodneſs : 1 rreat- 
by neſs are at as vaſt, a Diftance' as 8775 ory 
and Romance, as Courage and Fool- Hardi 
h neſs And doubtleſs there are Men, who 
- bate laid the ſureſt Foundation er a good 
5 Name, that never ſounded the Trumpet upon 


De Hotſe-TZop, nor have done their Alms to | | 
be een of the Multitude But their De- | | 
portment has been modeſt, and cheir Cha- * 


19 
.d F rity ll 


66 The Danger of Popularity; or, 


Sermon * ſecret; and their generous ARions 


TY. may be applauded only by an n 


God, a good K and # 9 
LE N ee 


SECONDLY, 1 I am ** ER: bets an 
: 7 Character is impoſſible to be ob- 
tain d in this World, by Men of Prin- 


ciples and Thath of Hike 
Now the th of this will ; appear, | 


Fig. tows the many Infirmites, inci- | 


Aent to Mankind. 
: Secondly, From the Drevalency of Vie ice 
in thoſe that are 8 judge ot our Cha- 
1 racter. tl 
Thi 750 Be rom the Deficiency. of their 
Know) Ic 175 ; 
| Fourthly,. From the Varian . x: 
e 
Fiſthh, From the Miſeprſeatation of 
Euuy 0 Malice. 1 


Ri, Our. own. - Ta ot are e Hüfte 
ent to hinder us from an univerſal, Cha- 
racter. 

As we are all of? us compoſed of Fleſh 
and Blood, and ſubject to the Depravit 
of fallen Nature; fy we are encompaſſe 
with Paſſions, Prejudices, and Exrors; 
and it is morall impoſſible but that i in 


our Buſineſs and Converſation with the 


World, ſome of theſe Failings ſhould be 
obſerved and animadverted upon by 0- 
thers; and when they have paſſed thro 
di Hereat Hands, an been comment- 


. 5 


„F cx E 
eee Ps We Rs 
„„ 72 


he} „ 82 


Foly of aiming at univerſal Applauſe. 6 
ed upon by Variety. of Tongues, e 


will be ſoon magnified and  augmentec 


Diſgrace. 14 1118 
Scandal is never diminiſhed by Car- 


riage; but it grows by rolling, and ga- 
T 


thers Strength from the Multitude. From 
a Report it commences Fa#,. and from a 
fecret Whiſper is preſently mounted into a 
| public Infamy An Infirmity is ſwelled into 


2 Preſumption, and a Paſſion into preme- 


ditated Malice; a ſlight Prejudice paſſes 
for, Obftinacy, and a Miftake for aflected 


Ignorance. 


Now, unleſs mor | ut On 
their Natures, and become Angels, it is 


impoſſible for them in many Things not to, 


end all; and their Ofences being likely 


to be propagated and magnified in the 


fore-mentioned Manner, it is equally im- 

ſible alſo that their Characters and Per- 
ons ſhould not be freely handled in a li- 
centious World.  __ tes nag 

Secondly, The Generality of thoſe Per- 
ſons, we muſt converſe with, are vicious, 
and ſo not,wi/ling to give us this untaint- 
e / A ions i. 
Tho' we are to be cautious in the 
Choice of our Companions, yet our Em- 
; Pome and Occupations will frequent» 

y engage us in a mixt Multitude; and we 


muſt either totally relinquiſh human So- 
Ciety, or upon ſome Occaſions con- 
OI. 


E £3." 


ſoon ſullied and ftained /with Intamy.and 


leſs mortal Men could put off 


68 The Dunger nun 3 

Sion ane GH Fornicators, Covetous, Extorrin 

ers. Ty 1d Tdolators. Dein Bs $5.6 A "4 
N the the Foundition'oF Applac 
e * — in the firſt Place to be laid by out 
ſel des, yet the, besser fen of, it muſt be 
77 299098 f gehe WAA 
tha all the a ſhould þ eat we} 
irtues, When ſuch a 1. bench. 


N 


Sine into the Meaſures of Virtue, than 
Li be. incorporated with Darkneſs, or 
Brit aſſociated with Belial. 

harity that thinketh no Evil, believeth al 
bings, hopeth all Things - But Vice is both 


x Cor xiii. 
5, 7. 


how can y. 7 75 
wy 


107 mũuſt u pbraid, their own Practices, and 

* Guilt and Tntamy upon their beloved | 

cles, Vice is always retained. by the | 

copy Faction, and can no more | 
n 


ade and . „ and inftead of ma- 


ing any fayourable Allowances for a | 
cemn vil, blaſts and diſcredits the moſt | 


Aare Good. She ſucks/1 98 Rumours, 5 


8 encourages Suſpi 8 70 kes Things 
* the Wrong, Handle, and 5 an odd 
urn to the moſt Plauflble ppearandes. 


Sher is ee "a her Options, b 4 


ſed in her Jolene, partial in her B 
ports, and raſh in her Cenſures.'' © 
Now under ſuch a Judge, f need not 


60 LOB, how an honeſt Man is like to | 
ſuffer N and — et if he ſtands upon an uni- 


verſal Character, the vicious Multitude, as 
well as the oo Good, muſt be 3 in to 
give their Verdi. 3 


Thirdly, Anoth er Obſtacle to "general 
Applauſe is Defec of Judgment in thoſe 
char are to applaud us. It 
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It is not every one that is acquainted Sermon 


IV. 


— 
- 


. with” an Action, Or capable of determi- 

fa ning what is fans =; and virtygous ; Y 
be and yet ſuch ignorant eople are we 
& moſt forward to Tattie and give Charg- 


cters, and to ſupply in Tongue what they 
J dad 
Otbers there are who are taken with Sheww 
and Parade, and can think 7 good 
and ſubſtantial but what is gaudy and 

= glittering. Tine] with them is as valuable 
as Sterling; Noiſe makes a greater Impreſ- 
lion than See; Impudence is preferable 
to Learning, and Hypocriſy paſſes for 4 
truer Mark of Sanctity, than Devotion. 

'To all this it may be added, that Craft 


upon Mankind, and has ten thoufand En- 
= gines and Stratagems at work to blind 
the Eyes and pervert the Judgment of 
Spectators, and by this Means to advance 
Error to the Diſcredit of Truth, and to 
: 1 an Impoſtor to the Prejudice of a 
aint. & | | | 
„„ 4s long therefore as Ignorance, Deſign, 
and Laine remain in the World, there 
2 will be no true Judgment or Characters 
of Men, nor any juſt and eſtabliſhed En- 
„ comium of all their good Qualities and 
CV 
Pourthly, T am to conſider the Diffe- 
rence of Mens 'Tempers, as an Obſtacle 


5 to an univerſal Reputation. Ls 
101 Mens Paſſions and Inclinations are as 


7; barious and as contrary as the Shape of 
their Bodies, and the Complexion of their 


goes a great way towards the impoſing - 


70 be Danger e Popularity; or, 
Sermon Faces; and you may as well add to their 
IV. Statures; and proportion their Sizes, as 
WY adjuft their Tempers and unite their Sen- 
| timents. . "Should the Multitude fall into | 
Harmony and Conſent, I ſhould think the | 
Winds had no Power over the Sea, and 
that Calins will enſue in ſpite of Hurri- Þ 
cancs and Temp-ſts. It is ſeldom known Þ 
that a Matter of an indifferent Nature is 
propoſed a mix d Company, but that 
uputes and Controverſies will ariſe: 
And how much more Diſſent ion muſt we 
ſuppoſe to enſue when Fame and Repu- | 
tation are the Subject of Debate, and 
| the Commiſſion of Good or Evil ſtand 
AS xiv.4 for our Deciſion. Part will hold with 
one Side, and part with another, and the 
Multitude muſt be divided. Some will be 
for Paul, and ſome for Apollos ; and, per- 
haps, in the Heat of the Canvas, the 
Virtues of both may be leſſen' d and ob- 
ſcur d. We are, all of us, Men of lik © 
Paſjions, and too apt, God knows, to 
cheriſh and indulge Diverſity of Opinions. # 
Diſputes aroſe even amongſt the Apoſtles 3 
themſelves; and the Contention was ſo 
ſharp between Paul and Barnabas, as to 
occaſion a total Separation. The Ties 
of Friendſhip are liable to be broken, and 
the moſt intimate Acquaintance com- 
mence the moſt deadly Enemies. A4 
{lighted Lover reveals the Secrets of his 
Miſtreſs, and triumphs in Favours he ne- 
ver Ryo Chaſtity her ſelf muſt pak 


tor a Strumpet, Meckneſs for Cowardice, 


Zeal tor Obſtinacy, and every * n 
„ nor 


Folly of aiming at univerſal Applauſe. 71 5 


K ſhort, be branded with an ill Name, Sermon 
. which does not quadrate with the hu- IV. 
* mourſome "Temper of every Body. 
to WE 4620. A great Incentive to theſe vari- 

he ous Lempers and Paſſions of Mankind, are 

ad the Miſrepreſentations of Envy and Ma- 

ri. | lice, which have the moſt fatal Influence 

un! upon a good Name. For theſe Vices ſeem 

41 more immediately hatch'd in Hell, and to 

lat; have all the ugly Features and Linea- 


| | ments of the old Serpent, that {al Ac 6 | 


4 _ and Calumniator of the Brethren. 

pu- From = and Rancour proceed Ca- 
ind! Jumny, Slander, Whiſpering, Lying, De- | 
ind famation, Backbiting, Reviling, and the | 
ub! reſt: And what Havock and Devaſtati- 

une on muſt this Army of Robbers commit, 

de when they are quartered in the Territo- 

er. ries of Virtue, and prey upon unguarded 

the! Innocence ? 5 ee 

ob. i Where is the Piety that can ſtand in- 

li, X Vulnerable againſt the Darts and Arrows 


of bitter Words? Where is the Reputa- 
tion which can eſcape the Fire that is 


Me 1 kindled in Hell, and continually fann d and 
{fl blown up by Furies? And, above all, 


where is the Arm that can evade the Blows 
which are given is the Dark, and encoun- 
ter with the Pęſtilence which flieth by 
Night, and killeth in ſecret ? 


THIRDLY, I am to ſhew how thoſe 
who ftand faireſt for the Applauſe of the 
Multitude are the falſe Prophets And 
that for theſe three Reaſons ; 


F-4 Firft, 


22. - The Danger of Popularity; or, 
mon 1225 Becauſe they can conform to all 
TDimes and Humours. 


3 


. 


ctrines. 


Ws 
WYS Secondly, Advance or oppoſe any Do- 
_ Thirdly, "Complement, or flatter, any 


"'* Perlons. 


ba T * 
N 


"Firſt, Falſe Prophets may more common- 
ly be pen well of, becauſe they can con- 
forma to all Times and Humours. They 
have no Reftraints upon them like other 
Men.; no Principles to controul their 

Actions ; no Conſcience to curb their 
Ambition. The Motives of their Pro- 
ceedings are not the Honour of their Ma- 
ſter, the Eſtabliſhment of Truth, and the 
Information of their Brethren; but the 
Faſe of themſclves, the ſecuring of an 
Intereſt, and the Gratification of their 
Pride. If theſe Ends are ſerv'd, it is 
no Odds to them, whether Truth or Er- 

ror be uppermoſt; whether Regularity 
or Confuſion be introduc'd amongſt Men; 
whether Inheritance or Uſurpation ob- 
tain in the Kingdoms of the Earth. For 
all Government to them has an equal Pre- 
tence to a divine Right, and all Gover- 
nors are lifted into the Throne by the 

Jer. v.31. Hand of Providence. Thus the Prophets 
propheſy falſly, and the Prieſts bear Rule 
by their Means, and my People love to have 
it /o, They love, indeed, theſe rotten Ca- 
ſuiſts, and are never wanting in ſome ex 
travagant Returns of Praiſe to fuch Per- 
ſons as have either ſooth'd their Ambi= A | 
tion, or juſtify'd their Proceedings. = - 

| Secondly, 
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b _ Secondly, Another Method fal/e Pro- Sermon 
pbets have to ingratiate themſelves into IV. 
the Generality of the People, is by ad- 
yancing or oppoſing any Doctrine... 
| True Prophets are ty d down by Laws, 
and aw'd by Revelation; and the Rule 
is, The Word that the Lord putteth into my Num. xxil 
Mouth, that will I ſpeak + For if thou wilt 2 
give me this Houſe of Silver and Gold, I xxii. 14. 
cannot go beyond the Word of the Lord my 
God, to do leſs or more, SE rt 
But Impoſtors are under no ſuch Re- 
ſtraints, neither have they the leaſt Re- 
ard for the Dictates of Reaſon, or the 
uggeſtions of the Spirit, They can cry 
down Good, or magnify Evil, dignity 
Falſhood, or degrade Truth, as it beſt 
ſuits the Inclinations of their Superiors, 
and advances the Intereſt of themſelves : 
And, doubtleſs, fuch Men muſt find their 
Accounts anſwer d by theſe pleaſing Do- 
ctrines, and very high Characters given 
of that Wiſdom which is ſo complaiſant 
and popular. f 
Should a fal/e Prophet in our Days at- 
tack the Doctrine of Repentance, and ju- 
ſtify the vicious Life of a great Man from 
two. or three grave Sayings on his Death. 
bed; there is no Queſtion but ſuch a Ca- 
3 ſuiſt would be celebrated and extoll'd by 
all that had any Intereſt or Dependence 
on the Dad. | 
Should Another ſtickle for Refiftance and 
the depoſing of Kings (as that Doctrine 
grew neceſſary and taſhionable,) how would 
Rebels and Republicans magnify and di- 
1 ſtinguiſh 
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Zermon ſtinguiſh his ſound Reaſoning, and appiand 


IV. 


bow 


II. v. 30. 


Sdoeet for Bitter 


his * Talents in ee Try 
Should a Third make ſome Difficulties 
about the Trinity, and be diſſatisfy d in 
Revelation? What a glorious Divine muſt 


this Man paſs for amongſt Deifts and 
'Socinians £ What Monuments would be 


rais d to his Parts by Libertines and Free- 
thinkers ? n a 

In ſhort, whatever Doctrine is in Vogue, 
if the Prophet can be ſo fortunate to e- 
ſpouſe it; whatever Doctrine is in Diſ- 
grace, if he can be ſo complaiſant as to 
oppoſe it; there is no doubt, but thoſe 
who have an Intereſt either in maintain - 
ing or exploding theſe Doctrines, will 


4 


think no Praiſe or Honours ſufficient to 


recompence the Service of their Ad- 
vocate. . | 
O celebrated Names are ye .' O ſuc- 
ceſsful and renown'd Champions ! who 
cari propheſy ſmooth Things, and be pliant 
and conformable to all Men : who can 
tack with every Wind, and ſteer with 
every Tide : who can call Evil Good, and 
Good Evil ; put Darkneſs for Light, and 
Light for Darkneſs ; 4 for Sweet, and 
A 

Thirdly, It is not only Doctrines muſt be 
eſpous d, but Perſons muſt be flatter d to 
advance the Renown of a falſe Prophet. 
Go up to Ramoth-Gilead, and proſper, (ſay 
all the falſe Prophets to Ahab) for the Lord 
ſpall deliver it into the King's Hand. Go, 
and Profher, is an endearing Salutation; 
Succeſs and Victory arc enchanting 
Sounds, 
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to ſpeak on the favourable Side? 


Obſequium amicos, veritas odium parit. 2 


An oily Tongue ſhall procure Praiſe, 
and the moſt popular Oratory is what 


| ts the leaſt Oftence, I hate this Man, ; 


ecauſe he doth not propheſy Good concerning i. 

me, but Evil ; but I love Another, daun 

he conſults my Intereſt, and acts accord - 

ing FT my Inclinations. © 
2 


ſhall neither ſte the Sword, nor the Jer. xiv.13; 
Famine, but enjoy aſſured Peace in this 


Place, is the 8 Language of De- 

ndertakings are juſt and 
honourable, cries the Time-ſerver; and 
Heaven muſt ſanctify the Motions which 


his own Spirit has raisd in the Breaſt of 


you his choſen, . . 
O glorious Counſel ! O profound Ca- 


ſuiſtry! The Head of the Monarch grows 


iddy with this Infatuation, and the 
eople run mad with approaching Hap- 
ineſs. This welcome Prediction muſt 
of Neceſſity be from God, and the Per- 
ſon muſt be the Favourite of Heaven, 
who reveals the Secret! 


Such is the Succeſs of giving flattering 


Titles to the Mighty, and of having 


Mens Perſons in Admiration for the ſake 
Gain. Such is the Applauſe of artful 
aubing, and ſuch the Conſequence of 

ſewing Þ.llows to all Armeholes. 


FOURT H- 


Folly of aiming at univerſal Applauſe. 7 
Sounds. How beautiful are the Feet of thoſe Sermom 
that can bring good Tidings © How happy TV. 

the Lips, which are always commiſſion dd x. 


76 Tube Danger of Pepularity 3) or, - 


IV. FOURTHLY, I am to enquire how 
SYS Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, who muſt put their: 
Character ſo often upon the Trial, are to 

behave themſelves under Obloquy and 
Miſtepteſet ation 
The Foundation of n is the 
Direction of our Saviour's Addreſs to the 
Diſciples in particular, who were not on- 
ly the Preachers of \ Righteouſneſs them- 
—— but the Repreſentatives of their Suc- 
ceſſors ; and whatever was apply d to them 
relating to their Function, might have 
an Eye to Poſterity, and be inſtructive 
to the Governors and Miniſters of the 
Church. e 3 
No fince a general Character is ſo 
difficult to be obtain d even by inſpir d Per- 
ſons, and ſince Fame and Popularity are 
more commonly the Portion of Fal/e than 
of T7ue Prophets; it ſeems to be the Du- 
ty of a good Man not to be ſo ſollicitous a- 
bout Applauſe and Commendation, as the 
doing of thoſe Things which are Praiſe» ©? 
worthy and commendable ee 
In order thereto, they are of 
Firſt, To ſquare their Actions by the 
Rules of their holy Profeſſion. For by this 
| Means, they will have the ſame Compaſs to 
ſteer by, and all their Proceedings will be uni- 
form and regular. There will be no devia- 
ting thro Ignorance, nor warping for Fear; 
no Additions to pleaſe ſome, nor any Con- 
cealments for the Fear of Others. Up- 
rightneſs and Integrity will be the Sup- 
port of their Conſciences, whatever may 


be 


— —„— ELL 


— — . — on, — — - _ 
— « ” - SS a 9 : in — 2 - * Por RR 
2 — — — a — — * F 7 = _ : . 
— * - G > - : 
__ 1 1 — 2 - 
.... — . — — . Coiede xn 
: TX 3 - - 22 — — * R — . — — 2 
— — — - be - 2 . — . e Ak _ 
> - 
: _ 4 2 9 


—— — —— 
- 


© 
" 


ICE et 
—— 


r ³ wm .h Sw 


——— 
9 — 
—— — 


gn „ ——— 


— 
— 


P G 


. 
* 


— - — 


. — — 


2 
* 0 Meh og” 


*. 


* 


Folly of uiming at univerſulApplauſe. . 


the frothy Applauſe and noiſy Acclania- 


T rhat was profititble 16 you,” and have 50 
Feel n laden ns you" al he debt, 
ꝓ——24 . OROYT. IM 
Secondly, Let Eccleſiaſtical 3 in 
| ſpite of Defamation, make the zlory of 
God and the Intereſt of the Church the 
principal Aim of their Function. For Per- 
ons that have dedicated themfelves 70 Cod, 
have more eminently rendumc d the World, 
and deny d themſelves; and why ſhoul 
they expect Applauſe from the Multitude, 
an 


vel not, my Brethren, (ſays St. John) if the 
World hate you. It hated me (ſays our Sa- 
viour) before it hate you; and the Enmity 
is like to continue” as long as worldly Pre- 
tenfions are diſcourag d, Truth is main- 
tain d, and Chriſtianity extolſd by you. 
- Thirdly,” Such Perſons as are unjuſtly 
cenſur d in this World, muſt expect their 
Reward from their great Maſter ini another: 
Tis his Service they are engag d in, and 
for his ſake that they are often ridicul'd ; 
and who can'fup ib that a righteous. and f 
compaſſionate God ſhould be unmindful 
of their Labour, or forgetful of their Suf- 
ferings? The World may be blind and 
erroneous; ignorant of our Proceedings, 
pre judic'd againſt our Perſons, and envi- 
ous at our Virtues. But God, who knows 
Red * 


be the Event 'as' to Reputation; and a Sermon 
Declaration like St. Paul s at Miletys, wil IV. 
de more comfortable and aſſiſtant than all WWW 


tions of this World; I tate you" to record Afts xx. 
this Day, that I have kept back 2755 wa 


Reverence by their Compliances? May= _ 


18 The Danger , Popularity; or, 


Sermon our Hearts, will accept of our Sincerity, | 
IV. and give llowance tor our Infirmities: | 
wyw By this indulgent Mater it is a Pleaſure | 

to be  ſuryey'd ; to his, Tribunal, tis 3 


Ha Ns to appeal from the Calumnies 
and Aſperſions ot a wicked World: Here 
will be no Parties or Cabals form'd againſt 
us; no Power or Intereſt to miſrepreſent | 


our Actions; no ſtern Looks or frowning | 
Countenances to intimidate our Meeknels | 
and Innocence. EO EIS i 

I have now run through the Particulars | 
which I propos to inſiſt upon from the 


Text, and I ſhall beg Leave to cloſe up | 

all with two or three practical Inferences | 

from what has been fade. | 

Fi, Linter the Vanity of Popularity, 

Þatm xlix. Man in Honour. abideth not, but is like to | 
„ the Beafis that periſb. His Titles are pre- 


carious, his Perſon is mortal, and his Glo» | 
ry will be ſoon laid in the Duſt, Credit 
and Applauſe are very dangerous to be 
ſought after, difficult to be obtain'd, un- 
certain to be kept, and eaſy to be forfeit= 2? 
ed; and what Man can be ſo ſtupid to fſa= *' 
crifice his Liberty to the/ Humour of the, 
Rabble, or = $1 Religion to truckle 
ES YET. ons oi Bot 
When we have done our utmoſt to be 
renown'd and popular, ſome ill-natur d 
Faction may be Thor in our Side, ſome 
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rude. and boiſterous Tongue may beſpat- 
ter or eclipſe our Glory. You have heard 
enough already, how they who would be 
ſpoken well of by All, muſt con/orm and com- 
Y with Al; and of what Nature theſe 
| e Compli- 


Folly. of aiming at univerſal Applauſe. 79 
Compliances muſt be, I need not now in» Sermoi 
form you. I would only beg Leave to IV. 
remind thoſe Who are in the Purſuit of. 
Honour, and Courting and Cringing tothe 
Populace, that no Purchaſe of Fame can 
compenſate for the Loſs of Conſcience: 
No Titles and Diſtinctions for the aban- 
doning of Morality and Principles. 
Secondly, We ſhould. be ſuſpicious of 
our ſelves under Praiſe. For if a Woe id © 
to attend them whom all Men 2 0 
well. of, how diligent and watchful ſhould 
we be, in all our Steps and Approaches 
towards this univerſal „ In- 
ſtead of being bloated with Fame, and 
proud of Exaltation, we ſhould conſider 
— we come to deſerve it, and by what 
Tenure we hold this gaudy Bleſſing. 

What Evil have I done (ſays the Philgſo- 

pher) that theſe Miſertams ſbould ſpeak 

avell of me, And how more becoming a 
Chriſtian would it be, upon every Acceſ- 

fon: of Grandeur and Reſpect, to ask 
himſelf ſeriouſly, What Breaches have I 

made upon Virtue, and what Terms have 

I given to Vice? What Overtures are on 

foot for an Accommodation, and What 
Conceſſions have been e to th 
Enemy, that thoſe ſhould commence my | 
Advocates.and Admirers, who have been 
always noted for no extraordinary Af 
fection to my Perſon or Profeſſion? _ Fu 

It is very ſuſpicious, that a Man is 
halting or wavering, when a Schi/matic 
ſhall commend his 1 and an I 
{del his Faith; and in ſuch Caſes he . 


80 The Danger of” Popularity or, 
Sermon do well to examine into this — wa 
IV. Friendſhip,” and to ſee upon what Prin- 
AY ciples it can'be ſupported and maintain d. 
"Thirdly, From what has been ſaid a- 
bout the Immpoſſbility of an univerſal Cha- 
racter, I would fuggeſt to you the Com- 
kort ye may receive under ſome ſort of 
E ruth it ſelf may be evi/-/po- 
Len of, and Innocence gaalurd: And 
Where is the Man, who would not tris 
umph i in the Inj jury, if his God did ac- 
quit, and his Conſcience applaud his Pro- 
| & ings ? The Satisfaction of having 
done el 3 is laſting and durable; a Ste) 
arid Support to the Mind, When the Ho 
. _ ſanyas and Acclamations of the Multi- 
tude are vaniſh'd, and their = ape Idol 
is left to the Stings and Remorſes of a di- 
ſtracted Conſcience. What, alas! are the 
Talks and Rumours of the World to the 
Nature of Gobd und Evi? What is the 
Parade and Oſtentation of the cut tvard 
Man to that Peace and Serenity which 
ought to Ki, oo and refreſh Fre Soul 
| fem with Founder of our Faith 
went thro” little elſe but Indignities and 
Blaſphemies'; the 4pr/tes* were account- 
x Cor. iv. ed the Filth and Off=/touring "of the Earth, 
8 and Chriſtianity it ſelf 2045 "every where 
Spoken againſt: And yet, I hope? we are 
not to chime” in With theſe Defamaticris; 5 
we are not to ridicule the Apoſtolic OE 
fice ; nor to account the Bae of the Co- 
denant an unboly Thing. We are to look 
back with Pleaſure upon an handful of 
Men, in the Infancy u the Church, ſtrug- 
rag "0G. 


Folly of aiming at univerſal Applauſe. 81 


d ung againſt Prejudice and Malice, and Sermon 
— — Teal add the Threats and IV. 
5 Infirmities of a miſguided World: And. 
* by their Example, we are not to fear the 1. l. 7. 
* eproach of Men, neither to be afraid f 
* their Revilings ; but to account it an Ho- 

ff nour to be diſgrac'd for the Truth, and 

2 when we ſuffer wrongfully (as well in our 

d IF Reputation as our Goods) to bear the Loſs 
with Patience, and wait for a Reparation 

» 1 with Joy and Affurance. | 

» | Fourthly and laſtly, Let us take Care of 

g 3 avoiding all Reſemblance to the falſe Pro- 

y FR phets.— Praiſe, we know, is very bewitch- 
ing, and Honour is extreamly agreeable to 
i» FX the Pride and Vanity of our Nature; ſothat 
Prudence and Wiſdom muſt timely inter- 

i- pooſe, or elſe a Man's Brain may be ſeiz d, 

1 and his Head turn'd, before he is aware. 

16 Let him that thinketh be 13 take beed 

e of he fall. Keep at a Diſtance: from the 
4 emptation, if ye would be ſecure of 

h your Virtues : Stop your Ears againſt the 

ul Voice of the Charmer, if ye would not be 

4 ſeduc' d by the Voice of the Syren, and led 

d to Deſtruction by the Magie of Sounds. 

t⸗ Men may think that it is very innocent 

h, to make ſome Conceſſions ; not conſider- 

re ing that Vice gains Ground by little and 

re little, and improves every Halt of Vir- 

8; ftue to her on Advantage. She firſt takes 

t- BR a Liberty in Things indifferent, then nib- 

0— bles at what is Jatpful, and at laſt creeps 

DK into the very Bowels of Religion, and 

of preys upon be Vitals. | 


ig i G Be 


82 The Danger of Popularity, &c. 

Sermon Be ye, therefore, prudent and watch« 

V. ful: Quit your ſelves like Men, and be ſtrong. 

waa. Confider: the Diſtance between Virtue and 

Vice, between true 3 and fall; 

and don't think to pleaſe all Parties by 

; 1 a medly Alliance, nor to ac- 

nre the Character of Healing and Mode- 

rate Men, by any popular and ungodly 

Union with your Enemies. Tis Prin- 

ciple as well as Practice, Zeal as well as 

Condeſcenſion, which are requir d by our 

great Maſter; and whoever wou'd pleaſe 

Men by leſſening the Extent, or receding 

from the Obligation of any Duty, betrays 

his Truſt, and acts contrary to the Dignity 
. natthet) weld 4 


Tord! grant that the Orthodoxy of 
our Faith, and the Regularity of our 2 
Behaviour may recommend us to thy Fa- 
your; and that however we may be ſpot⸗ 
ted in our Characters, and miſrepreſented 
in the Diſcharge of our e we may | 
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& ACTS xxiv. 25. 


And as he reaſoned of Rightcoufucl,, 7, 


Temperance, and ꝓudgment to come, 


Felix trembled, and anſwered, Go. 


thy Way for this Time, and when I 


bave a convenient Seaſon, 1 I will 


call for thee. 


alem, and delivered to the Civil 


making his Defence before Felix, the Ro- 

man Procurator, and vindicating his Re- 

E againſt thoſe foul and notorious 
rimes which were alledg d againſt him. 


* — 


V. 


85 Paul being e at Je- Sermon 


i Magie for Puniſhment, we find WWW 
him, in the former Part of this Chapter, 
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The Terrors of Guilt. 
Sermon The Mouth of his Accuſers, was one 
V. Tertullus an Orator, who, by a fulſom 


aud flattering Speech, endeayour'd firſt to 
inſinuate himſelf into the Affections of a 


N 


vain-glorious Judge, and afterwards to 


blacken and libel the Priſoner for Faction 
and Sedition in the State, as well as Here- 
J and Schiſin in the Church. 


I To wipe off theſe Aſperſions, and re- 


preſent true Matter of Fact to the Go- 

vernor, it was neceſſary for the Apoſtle, 

when he was permitted to ſpeak in his own 

Behalf, to give ſome Account both of 

his Behaviour, and his Doctrine. 

As to his Behaviour, he flatly denies 

himſelf to have any Hand in Tumults and 
Commotions, either in the City or the 

Temple But as to his Doctrine, he as 

As xxiy. frankly confeſſes, That after the Way which 


14: they were pleaſed to call Hereſy, ſo did he © 


worſhip the God of his Fathers, believing 
all Things which are written in the Law 
and the Prophets. | ON . 
After theſe and ſome other Proofs of 
St. Pauls Innocency, Felix diſmiſs d the 


Aſſembly, under a Colour that ſome ma- 
terial Witneſſes were wanting, who would 


ſpeedily appear, and give greater Light 

to the Subject in 6 ˖ og wi 0 ; 
Within the Space of a few Days, Fe- 
ix orderd a re-hearing of the Trial, and 
permitted Dru/illa, his Wife, to be preſent, 
who being a Tewe/5, might be a more 
competent, Judge of the controverted 
Points between her own Countrymen and 

the Chriſtians, than her Husband a Pa- 
gan, poſſibly could be. - 
Upon 
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Upon producing the Priſoner a ſecond Serman 


Time, Felix demanded ſome Account of V. 

that Doctrine which had occaſioned the 
reſent Proſecution, and raiſed ſuch an 

Thaw thro' all the Territories of Ju- 

dea And when St. Paul had obtain'd 

the Liberty of Speech, he did not tickle 


the Vanity of the Governor, as Tertullus 
had done before, but boldly ſingled out 


three main Points of the. Chriſtian Reli- 
Soo to inſiſt upon, which could not be 
grateful to ſuch a notorious Sinner 
Felix was. 
e as he e of Righteou oſs Tem- 


erte; and Fudgmem to come, Felix trem- 


bled, and e Go thy Way for this 
Time, and when I have a convenient Sea- 
ſon, I will call for thee. 


In treating upon theſe Words, I ſhall 


beg Leave 


FIRST, To confider- chit argumen- 
tative and rational Way, in which 
.St. Paul thought fit to convey 
his preſent Diſcourſe 3 He reaſoned, 


SECONDLY, To give 2 A- 


count of thoſe three Topics, u pon 
which his Arguments or * 8 

proceeded; ** Righteouſneſs, 77 

perance, and Judgment to come. 


THI RDLY, To produce ſome Rea- 
ſons, why St. Paul might at this 
7 1 = before theſe Perſons 19 


G 3 parti- 
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86 che Terrors of Guilt, 


V. mentioned Subjects. - 


 FOURTHLY, To radi tha Pit⸗ 
neſs of ſuch a Diſcoure en _ 
Audience. 15 


FIFTHLY, To-tepreſent the EE. 
ag" it had: u 2 R d . 
ux z He ene, 


siXTHLv, "Tai ſhow bs ada 
Men may tremble upon the hear- 

ing of their Sins, although uy 
don't fincerely repent of ne 


SEVENTHLY, To point out the 
Uneaſineſs of guilty Perſons | when 
they are tax'd for their Sins, and 
what Methods they uſe to evade 
Reproofs; and this is intimated to 
us in theſe be ba Dugg <P 17. for 

this Time. 2 


EIGHT HL x, To Ay beliits you 
the Artifices of Men in deferring a 
_ neceſſary Duty, under a Pretence of 

24 fitter Opportunity to do it in; 
when I hade a convenient Safer, I will 
call for bee. e in 
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FIRST, 1 am to We, that ar- 
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Sermon particularly inſiſt _ the. Joys 


The Terrors of Guilt: 87 
This was a Method very cuſtomary Sermon 
with our Apoſtle, who by the Depth of V. 
his Leaming and the Strength of his na "Wy. 
tural Parts, was: moſt admirably fitted 

both for” a- Caſuft; and a Pleader ; and 

who uſed all the Cloſeneſs of a Diſputant 

as well as the Perſuaſion: of an Orator, to 

influence and convert his Auditors. In- 

ſtead of appealing to Omnipotence for 

the immediate Deciſion of a Controverſy, 

and bearing down the Scruples of his 

Hearers by the Dint aud Force of a Mi- 

tacle, he frequently applies himſelf to 

their Underſtandings, and courts their 

Aſſent by the milder Proofs and Convic- 

tions of Reaſon. In this Reſpect, he | 
was the better qualified to be an 4pofile of 

the Gentiles (thoſe {mart and accurate Dit- 

putants !) who had made W:/Jom their 

boaſted Study, and who gloried ſo highly 

in their elaborate Searches after 77uth and 
Virtue. ONES 3 3 

In his Diſputes with the Philoſophers at 

Atbens, he attacks thoſe Maſters of Sci- 

ence. with their own Weapons, and by a 

clear Thread of Reaſoning, back d with 

Citations from the Greek Poets, refutes 
their Superſtition towards an unknown | 
God, and turns them to the Knowledge | 


and Adoration. of the true One, | 

With 5 Manner was to rea- Acts xvii 

ſon out of the Scriptures, Deducing and * 

Inferring the Chriſtian. Boctine, Opening 

and Alledging, that Chriſt muſt needs have 

ſuffered, and riſen again from the Dead 

And that this Teſus whom he preached unto 
is | © them, 


838 The Terrort Guilt. 
Sermon them, was Chrift - Yet he was ſo far 
» V. from demanding an implicit Obedience to 
his Doctrine, that he extolled the Bere- 

ans for ſifting into his Principles, and 

Re trying his Doctrine by the Touch-ſtone 

% A HE PS 

This was St. Paul's Method of convert- 
ing the World by Reaſon and Argument; 
and whoever requires farther Proof of his 
Abilities this Way, may peruſe his E- 
iſtles to the Romans and the Hebrews : 

In the former of which, he will diſcover 
the fineſt Talent of Reaſoning. in his ac- 
curate. Diſcourſes upon Grace Frs 


; and in the latter he muſt admire 


tion 

the Firmneſs of thoſe Principles he ad- 
vances, and the Cogency of thoſe Con- 
cluſions he draws, concerning the Eternity 
of Chriſt's Prieſthood, and the Perpe- 


tuity of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. 
In the Caſe before us, we find our 
Great Apoſtle applying himſelf to a Mix- 
ture of er and Heathens; and there- 
fore wiſely fetching his Arguments from 
the Obligation of moral Honeſty, as well 
ns the Certainty of divine Revelation, to 
convince and perſuade both theſe oppo- 
ſite Parties. e 
"ID yoo ſome farther Light to his 
Proceedings, it may be proper to look 
into the ſubject Matter of his preſent 
Diſcourſe, as well as the rational and 
powerful Manner of his handling it. 


_- SECONDLY; ben, Let us pro- 
ceed to give ſome Account of thoſe 
1285 e three 
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The Terrors of Guilt, 
three Topics upon which St. Paul's Ar- 
guments or Reaſonings were grounded; 

viz. Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Fudg- 

ment to come. And what induces me to 
this Undertaking, is the different Accep= 
| tations which are applied to theſe gene- 
ral Terms in Scripture, and the Neceſ- 
fity I lie under of fixing their particu- 


89 
5 


lar Meanings, that I may more m4 diſ- 


cover the Drift and Cogency of the A- 
poſtle's Diſcourſe in Reference to his pre- 
2 Audience. . 
As for Righteouſneſs, it is a Word 

ſuch a large Extent as to comprehend 
all moral Duties, and to take in the 
whole Sum of our Religion in Reſpect 
of God and our Neighbour: But in this 
Place, the Notion is to be reſtrained, and 
the Signification to reach no farther than 
oft ce between Man and Man, which' is 


but a Species of this univerſal Righteouſ- 


neſs. ; 

25 for Temperance, T hat too oftentimes 
admits of a larger Interpretation, and takes 
in the whole Comps of that Virtye, 
which lays a Reftraint upon the Deſires 
and Appetites of Mankind. And for 
as much as Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures 
are thoſe Temptations and Amuſements 
which commonly draw the Eyes and Af- 
fections of the W 
| perance muſt be always imployed to re- 
train our Thirſt, and curb our Inclina- 
rn in Purſuit of theſe bewitching Ob- 

jecte * | 


my But 


orld after them, Tem- 


90 The Terrort F Guilt. 
Sermon ut Temperance, in its moſt common 
V. Acce rente, is ene y e Es in 
regulating our Deſires, as to the Enjoy 
— of A Pleaſures: And it — 
reſpects the Uſe of Meat and Drink for 
the wen Fe 5 7 Far com- 

mon Support of Liſe, or the keœępi 
both of Soul and Body free and 5 re 
from all the Stains and Defilements of 1 
Luft. and Concu piſcence. In this latter 
Branch, it is commonly known by the 
Name of Chaſtity ;, and I. take it that 
St. Paus . Diſcourſe in the Text, did 
particular) y, proceed upon this Virtus 1 
as well as the fore · mentioned one of di. 
pributive Juſtice. 1 2 
The laſt Topic which the A ,oftle en- E | 
larged upon, was à future udgment, 3 
which. might ſeem new and furprizing 
to a Pagan Governor, becauſe the 7 5 — 2 
rection of the Body, and the unfolding of 
all the minute Paſſages of Life at this 
general Tribunal, was not ſo fully diſco- 
vered even by thoſe who believed the 
Immortalit * of the Soul, and the Ge | 3 
tainty of Rewards and 7 ee in 
mn 0 . AY 


THIRDLY, Vis am, to 0 ſome | ö 
Reaſons why St. Paul made Choice of 


— 
i 


: 
uftice, Chan ity, and a future Judgement 
The ee of his Dea _ A 
Felix and Druſilla. 4 
I am apt to believe that the Apoſtle 
was determin'd in the main Topics of | 


bis . that he might put the Go- Þ 
it — 
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yernor and his pretended Wife in Mind Sermon 

of their incontinent Living, and fome V. 

other abominable Practices in the Admi- WWW. 

niſtration of public Affairs. For Felix is 

repreſented by Hiftorians as a wanton 

De bauchee, a. looſe Liver, a corrupted 

Judge, and a tyrannical Governor. 

a 5 or the Proof of ſo much of his Cha- 

racter as relates to the Abuſe of Juſtice, 

"2 be pleaſed to take the Words of a Ro- 

= an Author, who tells us that, Per om- 

nem ſeæ vitiam & libidinem, jus regium ſer- Tacitus 

vii imperio exercuit. For a farther Con- 

flirmation of his Villanies, you may con- 

XZ fult the Verſes following my Text, where 

we read, That he hop d Money ſbould haue Ads xxir- 

Deen given him of Paul, that be might! looſe 26, 27. 

vim Wherefore he ſent for him the oftner, 

and communed with bim. And when he 

found at laſt, that his Expectations: of 

Bribery, were defeated, he did, upon the 

Promotion of Portius Feſtus to his Place, 
leave this innocent Perſon in Fetters, to 

ingratiate himſelf into the Fayour of the 


e o 8 \ 


As to the other Part of the Governor's 
Crime, which relates to the Breach of 
Chaſtity, this alſo ſufficiently appears by 
the Marriage of Druſilla, who (accord- 
ing to Jo/epbus's Antiquities of his on 
Nation) was the Wife of King Azizus, 
= and was wrought upon by the Perſuaſion 
of one Simon a Few, to relinquiſh: her 
Husband, and comply witli the wanton 
Propoſals of Felix - And upon this Ac- 
count, the Hiſtorian gives the Lady 000 
| | | ou 
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upon the two 
and Chaſtity, that he might reprimand | 
Felix who committed all the Acts of Vio- 
lence and Oppreſſion in the Goverment of | 
544 udea, and to compleat his Character 
| orc'd himſelf into another Man's | 
| Bed, and violated all the facred Bonds 
and and Ties of Wedlock : And that our 
Apoſtle might add a greater Wei bt to 
he preſſes it from the 
Conſideration of a future Judgment, When 3 
God will be ſure to take Vengeance on | 


* 


The Terrors if Cuilt. 


foul Character, which I muſt beg Lear 
to recite in his own Words, as very ap- 


* poſite fo, my preſent Purpoſe * „ N nas 


news fla, 1 J ouſay J in Tis dde>gns Bepylun 


Burohrn pI aver, "at yp T5 e by ws Gifs 


aue, rafab vas CLAD ra Ipia 8 818 


Ts 98 M o Yin. | 
From all this, it is highly 


Pro- 
bable, That St. Paul deſignedly pitch'd 
great Virtues of 


his Argument, 


alT yours. and Oppreffors, and particu | 


larly to 2 ge Whoremongers and Adulti- 
allot them their * 


5 rn; pet 


with the Devil and his Angels. 
 FOURTHLY, I am to 


| the Audience it was addreſs'd to. 


It is anObſervation of our greatþ B 2 
Preacher, “That general Perſuaſives to 


© Repentance, and Invectives againſt Sin 


?. 


1 at Cys, do not EY tend to 


— ad 


r 
»„— 


3 Joſeph. Ant. ud 5 20. c. 6. p. 891. Edit. Hud. 
1 Arc bi op Tiltotſon's Sermon of Evil-Speaking.. 


reform | 


. i 


jutify the | | 
F itneſs of this Diſcourſe of St. Paul for | ! 


85 
— 9 


S A at: i In- VS. 


22 82 


2 


be Terrors of Guilt. _ 93 


&© reform the Lives of Men, becauſe they Serm 
« fall among the Croud, but do not V. 


* 
3 


« touch the Conſciences of particular 


= © Perſons in ſo ſenſible and awakening a 


« Manner, as when we treat of particu- 


lar Duties and Sins, and endeavour to 
7 © put Men upon the Practice of the One, 
- to reclaim them from the Other, 
and Na them from the Other, 
4 by proper Arguments taken from the 
LNature of particular Virtues and 


„ Vices. 


The General Way of Inſtruction is like 
an ingenious Harangue of a Phyſician 
upon the Advantage of Health and the 
Miſery of Diſeaſes: The Particular One 


is like a Conſultation concerning the Na- 


ture of the Patient's Conſtitution, and an 
Application of Medicine to his proper 
Diſtem | j 
St. Paul proceeded in the latter and 
more effectual Way with Felix, and thro' 


4 the whole Series gf his Diſcourſe, every 


Auditor might have ſaid to the Gover- 
nor, Thou art the Man. "This, indeed, 
was a frank and blunt Method of Deal- 
ing; but it was what became the Inte- 

rity and Reſolution of an Apoſtle, and 
uited with the Plainneſs and Impartiality 


4 of the Goſpel. 


I know that if a Preacher in our Days, 


touches upon any faſhionable Vices, he 


is, in the Language of the Times, ſtiled 

a Bigot and a Party-man, and Abundance 

of hard Words are beſtowed upon him 

tor his Inſolence to his Superiors, 5 
| | 13 


The Teyrots of G wilt; 


Sermon his Undutifulneſs to Government: But 


— 


V. ſtill we would intreat theſe angry Tealots 
to conſider, that there is a Difference be- 
tween Argument and Railery, between 


naming of Perſons and expoſing of Vices. 


If Men will be the Aſſociates and Parti- 


ſans of Sin, they muſt not accuſe the In- 
ſolence and Partiality of their Monitor, 
for his Encomiums on Virtue; neither 
muſt they fume and hector about "Sa 
RefieFions, if the Arrow ſhould ſome- 
times glance upon the tender Part, and 
= up the Sore of the moſt infected 
ember. © | = 
If we were only to preach ſuch 'Truths 
as are pleaſing to Men, and to ſuppreſs 
thoſe which the Generality of the World 
have violated, what would me of the 


Injunctions, Cry aloud, and ſpare not; be 


inftant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon 5 re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all Lon ſuffers 


ing and Doctrine? And, what a Raplody 


of Libels and Lampoons would all the 
free Diſcourſes of the Apoſtles and pri- 


mitive Fathers paſs for? 


Upon this Scheme alſo, St. Paul was 
to be blam'd for preaching Felix into Ago- 
nies and Convulſions, and his Harangue 


unſcaſonable of Righteouſneſs and Chaſtity, | 
when he ſaw Innocence arraign'd in his 
on Perſon, and a Strumpet careſs'd in 4 


Court of Juſtice. $58.2 6 x 
But let us, in Spite of Temporizers 


and Flatterers, ſtick to the zealous Ex- 
ample of our Apoſtle, and conclude from 


this 


\ 
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= dirctul Effects which muſt inevitably at- 
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this Tranſaction, That Courage, Reſolu- Sermon 
tion, and Impartiality are neceſſary for V. 
the Diſcharge of the Paſtoral Office, and WWW 


that neither the Riches, the Station, or 
Authority of our Superiors, are to ſcreen 
them from the Reproofs of the Pulpit. 


But till T muſt confeſs, that where Duty 
and Power ſeem to cl it is much to 
be wiſh'd and pray d for, that the Man 


of God would not, on the one Hand, 
have the Perſons of the Mighty in 


= Admiration for the Sake of Gain, and 
the Dread of Puniſhment; nor, on the 


other, exert his Function to the gra- 
tifying of his Pride, and the trampling 


upon the Honours and Dignities of his 


Superiors. 


Ss FIFTHLY, Iam to conſider the 


Effects which St. Paul's Reaſoning had 


5 2 a debauch'd and guilty Governor ; 


elix trembled. 


= By what was remark'd before, we find 
that the Apoſtle level d his Diſcourſe par- 
ticularly at Felix; and from a Survey of 


his Crimes, he might take an Eſtimate 
of his Puniſhment, and give him à friend- 
ly Admonition of that approaching Tri- 


1 bunal, where he muſt render an Account 


for all his Tranſgreſſions. 3 
Now what more proper Method could 
there be thought of to deal with this 


ſtately Offender, than to draw out a Ca- 


talogue of his Offences, and deſcribe the 


tend 
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We Terrors of Guilt. 
tend them? This was to place his Ene- 


V. my in Battle- Array before him, and to 
Wy wv flaſh the Terrors of Hell and Damna- 


* * 


tion in his Countenance. This was to 
awaken his Conſideration by an ugly 
Slent 


Proſpect of himſelf, and to repr 


Eternity, as moving forward to meet him, 
and gaping on every Side to ſwallow him 
up vg 


Where is the hardy Sinner, but muſt 


with Felix quake and tremble, when he 


ſees the Books of Fate opened, and hears | 
the Records of his whole Life proclai- 
med before Men and Angels; when he 
beholds his crucified Saviour upon the 


'Throne with the bright Retinue of Che- 


rubin and Seraphin, and all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth expecting their Sen- 


tence from his impartial Lips? 


There is nothing in Judgment but what 


is frightful and amazing, and the very 
Deſcription of the Proceſs is apt to ſhoc 
Nature, and confound the Male factor. 


The Darkning of the Sun is a fatal Prog- | 
noftic, and the Turning of the Moon into 
Blood muſt be a Terror to Spectators. | 


The Deſcent of the Arch- Angel is ſolemn 


* 


and Hearts of the ſtartling Dead. 
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and majeſtic, and the erecting of a Throne 
in the Air, ſtately and miraculous. The 
Shouts in the Element proclaim the En- 
trance of the Judge, and the Trump of 
God ſounds Aſtoniſhment into the Ears 


Rr ee e ee 


| trouble me; ſo that the 


= fainteth, and Reaſon is always — Kep 
Le diffetved, what 


The Terrors of Guilt. 97 
O! Where is the Scorner, that can Sermon 
laugh at this tremendous Appearance, or V. 
the Fool that mates a Mock at Fin pf 
Where, Where is the Mirth of the In- | 
fidel and Atheiſt, when he feels the 
World crackling about his Ears, and the 
Elements melting away with fervent Heat ? 
When he beholds the Remoyal of 
Mountains, and the rending of Rocks ; 
the ring of the Earth from her Centre, 
and the drying up the Ocean with 
Flames ? | 

Methinks, I am plac'd already in the 
midft of Ruins, and have nothing but 


Deſolation and Vengeance before mine 


Eyes. Methinks, the Battle is already 
begun, and Duſt and Smoke darken the 
Skies. Fearfulneſs and Trembling come up- 
on me, and an horrible Dread overwhelmeth 
me. I can't ſo much as bear the R 
amy of this Profpect even it 
Idea, nor make any Stand againſt the 
yelling of Furies, and the weeping and 
-naſhing of the damn d. My Countenance, Dan v. 6. 
2 Belthazzar's, is changed at the Hand- 
writing on the Wall, and my Thoughts 
Foints of my Loins 
are looſed, and my Knees ſmite one againſt 
another. My Spirits flag, and my 5 

in my Ear, Seeing all theſe Things [ball , pet. 1 
2 od anner of Perſe ought 11, gs 
we to be in all holy Converſation and Godli- 


265, looking for, and hafting unto the com- 
ig f the Bay of God 4 
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Lord, 


* 


vine 


7 
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ACTS xxiv. * 


Aud as he reaſoned” o Ta 
Temperance, and > - 7 To 0% Mme, 


4, | 


Felix trembled; and anſwered, Go th 
thy W ay for this Time; when J fave 


a 8 1 S080: I will cal for 
hee. 1247 472 H * 2 
ET Sk one 3 himſelf 3 in a 
Court of Judicature, where 4 Pro- 
—fligate and tyrannical Perſon is 
jadge, and the great and innocent St. 


Pall is brought as a Hriſohr to the Bar, 


and I cannot but think, that his E. yes 


5 | muſt ''be' 6d upon ſo pompoug an 
Appearance, and his nn d 
to hear the Iſſue of the Tria. 


I thoug ht it, therefore, oe | 


: ſiſt as rarrowip *P 1. cola; into — 
5 cumſtinces of 


this Franſuction; and 1 
© hop'd xe engage your Attention by pro- 
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Sermon 


VI. 


The Terrors of G uilo, 


FI RS T, The argumentative and; ras | 
| Yona Way, in which St. Pant 
ought fit to convey his preſent 


E He reaſoned. 


$ KCONDLY, The three Topic 
upon which his Arguments or Rea- 
ſonings proceeded ; viz. Righteou- 


neſs, 9 and — to k 
come. f 1 
T HIRDLY, The n why St. , 
Paul might at this Time, and be- | i 
fore theſe Perſons, ſo particularly in- 18 
{iſt S ue PATTEN Sb 4 
Jets, = £ 
Fou RTH LY, The Fitneſs of fuck | F 
a Diſcourſe before this Audience. 1 Fr 
te 


PF THLV, The Effects it had or 
on a debauchd Felix 


1 I X TH LY, The Praftices of wick | Z 


the hearing of their Sins, although | 
they do dot ee N of 
them. 4 C 


SEVEN: THLY, The U of Ml © 
_ guilty Perſons when they are taxd i , 
tor their Sins, and what Methods i 
they uſe to -e Repropts : And BI 
Wo a 85 8 75 25 8 to gag in theſe Þ R 
or 07 af 7/2 this Mme. (| 

LCuTHrh, g 


W 
ed Men, in trembling like Teng wpon | 
=: 
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EIGHT H LV, The Tricks and Ars Sermon 
tifices of Men in deterring a neceſ= VI. 
ſary Duty, under a Pretence of a2 
fitter Opportunity to do it in; Wher | 
T have a convenient Seaſon, I wilt call 

for thee. | 1 


What relates to the reaching of St. 
aul, and the Trembling of Felix has been 
already diſpatch'd under the five firit 
'Z Heads of this Divifion of our Text: 
XZ The three remaining are ſo many pra- 
Ctical Remarks upon the Conduct of 4 
guilty and ſhuffling Sinner, which I 
thought convenient to reſerve for a ſepa- 
rate Diſcoprſe; that I a leave the 
Argument with its due Weight upon 
your Aﬀectivns, and make the Tranſacti- 
on between the Apoſtle and the Gover- 
nor, as uſeful and inſtructive as I could, 
to every Auditor. | | 


SIR THLY, Then, I obſerve; That 
wicked Men, like Felix, may tremble up- 
on the hearing of their Sins, altho' they 
don't — repent of them. 

If the Diſcourſe be nervous; and the 


" FF Repreſentation lively; if the Pronuns 
| ciation be pathetical, and the Geſtures ſe- 
= rious; it is almoſt impoſſible but that 
the Paſſions ſhould be moy'd by Truth; 
and ſome Impreſſions lett upon a relen- 
ting Mind: For Virtue has this Advan- 
tage, That ſhe is agreeable to the right 
Reaſon and Intereſt of Mankind, and ſo 
charming and attractive in her own 
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The Terrors 0 Guilt, 2 


Sermon Nature; that if the does but ſhew her 


VI. 


Face, the puts Vice to the Bluſh, and 


9 commands the Love and u N of 


generous Perſons. / 

But, foraſmuch, till as . has laid 
no Reſtraint upon free Agents, but leſt 
the Sou! to gruggle with Truth by her 
natural Facalrics we ſee that Five too 
trequently prevails, and Vice triumphs 
over Virtue. ' Conviction may in Time 
be ſtifled, and the flight Impreſſions of 
Duty obliterated. What thou gh our 
Thoughts accuſe, or excuſe us for an Ac- 


tion? What though the Voice of natu- 


ral Conſcience may be loud and clamo- |? 


rous, and the Remorſe, quick and pun- | 


gent? Yet the Sound will eaſily evapo- 


rate, and be loſt in Air, and the Bitter- 


neſs of the Anguiſh be ſoon over paſs d. 


When Sin os Joy (if I may ſo ipeak) 3 


its perſonal Appearance, and - preſents it 


18am xvii. ſelt, like the Champion of the Philiſtines, 


16. 


every Morning and Evening, in Defiance of 3 
the living God, Nature is apt to ſtart and 
recoil at the gh aſtly Sight, and to vent 


ſome tragical Exclamations againſt the 


W-tavourd Monſter; but the Surprize j 
wears off in Time, and the Object, by fre- 


l Contemplation, becomes familiar. 


Notwithſtanding, therefore, our Ap- 3 
erelionſichs of Danger, and ſome ſlow 
Advances towards a Recovery; if we ; 


have no better Symptoms, we may till 


2 
eaſe, and in a State amnation. For 


What are the firſt Draughts to the finiſ- 


* & ing | 4 


continue under the O Dar, y of OUT- Diſ- 2 
D 
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ing of a Building? What are a few reli- Sermon 
gious Starts and Surprizes, to the Sedate= VI. 
neſs and compos'd Reſolution of a Chri- 
ſtian? O Ephraim, what ſhall T do unto Hof v. 4 
thee ? O Judah, what ſhall I do unto thee ? 
For your Goodneſs is as a Morning Cloud, 
and as the early Dew, it goeth away. "The 
Bloſſoms are promiſing, but the Fruit 
never comes to Maturity: The friendly 
Drops may water the Earth, and the 
tender Plant ſhoot forth its Head, but 
the Moiſture is ſoon dried up, and the 
Verdure of the Flower can't bear the 
'Scorching- Heat ,of the Sun. 

Il believe, that the moſt wicked and 
profligate Perſons living are not altoge- 
ther free from the dreadful Apprehen- 
ſions of God's Wrath and Vengeance, 
and are ſometimes confounded and amaʒ d 
at the hideous Appearance of their Sins; 
but no Man can ſuppoſe, that this Amaze- 
ment and Confuſion thould be of any Et- 
ficacy to Salvation, unleſs it be ſeconded 
and further d by a ſucceeding Practice 
of Virtue and Religion. Repentance is 
a Thing of the higheſt Concera and Im- 
Ne and of too hard and difficult a 
Nature to be pertorm'd by any ſudden 
Fits and Girds. It is not à few religious 
4 and Throes, that are ſufficient for 
the New' Birth. It is not the ſheddin! 
of a Tear, the Demureneſs of the Eye, 
the disfiguring of the Countenance, or 
the trembling Diſorder of the Body, that 

will preſent us holy and innocent before 

Sod. Felix might tremble, and be no 

e 4 more 


104 


VI. ftian, when he 
WY * | 


their Actions. The Fruits muſt be unto 


| The Terrors of Guilt. 
Sermon more a 2 Fades a true Chri- 


imſelf for his Vil- 


[ears are not always the Fore-runners 
of Grace and Repentance; neither do 
the Eyes and Heart ſympathize in all 


Holineſs, and the Converſion total and 
—— or elſe. the Penitent is in Danger 
of a Relapſe, and may be baulk'd in 
his Expectation of eternal Life. 


SEVENTHLY, I am to point 
out the Uneaſineſs of guilty Perſons, 
when they are charged with their Sins, 


and what Methods they uſe to evade Re- 


roofs ; and this is intimated to us in 
theſe Words, Go thy Way for this Time. 
Although an honeſt and plain Admoni- 


tion is deſervedly reckon'd among the 
Offices of Chriſtianity, yet it is the moſt 


troubleſome and ungratetul Task that can 
be impos'd upon any Body. For the 


Generality of Mankind have ſuch an 


Opinion of their own Actions, and ſuch 
a Fondneſs tor themſelves, that they 
rarely acknowledge an Error in their Un- 
derſtandings, and can't bear the ripping 
up of the Miſcarriages of their Lives. 

What Uſage did Elijah, and Micaial, 


and all the Prophets of the Jewiſb Na- 


tion meet with, for their free Meſſages 


to the Kings of Judab and Ifrael ? And 


how were the Baptiff, our Saviour, and 
all the Apoſtler — for primanding 
the Vices of the Times, and . me 
Ty et "37" "OED 
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WH Enormitics of their own Countrymen- To Sermon 
| tell a Man the Truth, is to commence his VI. 
| Enemy, and to correct him for his Faults, Wy 
(tho' in the Spirit of Meekneſ5,) is to al 


ö 
) ſault his Reputation, and to ſtab him to 
| the very Soul. Vice, when it has once 
renter' d, is for keeping Poſſeſſion, and will 
not endure to be diſlodged by an Ar- 
raignment. If it cannot filence its Ac- 
cuſers by Dint of Impudence, it will fly 
to Artifice to evade an Argument, and 
by a civil Diſmiſſion get Rid of that 
# Perſon who diſturbs the Eaſe, and raiſes 
„Commotions in the Breaſt of the Guilty. 
„I believe that we have moſt of us our 
Favourite and beloved Sins, which are 
too intimate and dear to us to be glanc'd 

at, or reprovd. We may, perhaps be 
- FX tickled and raviſhed with fine Diſcourſes | 

= againſt Vice in general, and run prodigi- 
ous Lengths in our Encomiums of the 
Preacher; but when once the Application 
comes home to ourſelves, and affects the 
tender Part of our own Conſciences, we 
are nettled and ſtung with the Affront, 
and our Hearts ſtand out in Contempt 
and Defiance of Reformation. Then tis 
that the very Sight of a faithful Monitor 
is diſtaſteful to us, and we carinot bear 
the Frequency and Importunity of his 
Addreſſes. | 3 

Go thy Way for this Time > Your Do- 
Etrine is unſeaſonable, and your Preſence . 
offenſive. I cannot ſuffer my Ears to be 
always ſtuffed with religious Cant, nor 
be a tame Auditor of dull Rules, and 
| Ee a ___ muſſp. 
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106 The Terrors of Guilt. 
Sermon muſty Morality : To be Prieft-ridden is 
VI. my Averſion, and a perpetual Pupillage is 
SYV inconſiftent with the Freedom of my Na- 
ture, and the Maturity of my Age. — 
Go thy Way for this Time. Vice is 
willing to maintain her Ground a little 
longer, and to have ſome Reſpite, before 
ſhe capitulates : Her preſent Habitation 
ſeems lovely and commodious, and the 
Heart of a Sinner cannot be furrender'd, 
but upon maturer Thoughts, and by more 
freſh and repeated Attacks from Vir- 
tue. But, DO Me 


 'EIGHTHLY, The fatal Cauſe of 
all this Shuffle and Evaſion, is the Pre- 
tence of a fitter Opportunity for the Per- 
formance of our Duty; when I have 4 
convenient Seaſon I will call for thee + As 
much as to lay, © A more proper Time 
« will as itfelt, when I will be ſure 
to admit thy Perſon to a longer Au- 
dience, and to give thy Arguments 
their due Conſideration. At preſent 
Company intrudes upon me, and Mat- 
ters of State engage my Thought; but 
public Buſineſs will ſoon have an End, 
and calmer Hours muſt neceſſarily en- 
ſuc; and then Religion fhall be the 
Subject of our Converſation, and the 
new Doctrine of Chriftianity fully can- 
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vaſs d, and im partially weigh'd. 
From hence we may gather, That 
however diſcreet Men may be in their 
Jecutar Affairs, and fearful that they 
ſhould be ſtreightned for Want of TEES 
* , cy 
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they think it no Imprudence to poſtpone Sermon 
their moſt weighty Concerns, and are VI. 
ſcandalouſly remiſs and dilatory in their 
Tranſactions for Eternity. The preſent 
Seaſon is for the Enjoyment of Sin, and 
the Refuſe of our Time may be ſuffi- 
cient for Mortification and Repentance. 
Religion is cry'd out upon as too ſtarch d 
an Exerciſe for the Gaiety of Youth, and 
too trifling and flender a Matter for our 
manly Years. - Politics. and Buſineſs are 
the fitteſt Imployments, whilſt we. have _ 
Health of Body, and Vigour of Mind; 
but Seriouſneſs is proper tor old Age, 
and Devotion ſhould be adjpurn'd. to & 
ſick Bed. a 1 Ne 

Theſe Sentiments, I am very we fer- 
ſuaded, are at the Bottom of moſt Mens 
Hearts; and tho' their Lips do not pro- 
claim their Impiety, their Practice 18 a 
ſufficient Indication of their Principles. 

I hope, therefore, that I may be eaſily 
pardon'd, if, from this Diſmiſſion of St. 
Paul by Felix, I ſhall more particularly 
addreſs my ſelf to you againſt the cur- 
rent and prevailing Cuſtom of neglect- 
ing our Duty in our Health, and defer- 
ring our Repentance till the 'Time of 

our Death. 97 


Firft, T would haye all careleſs and 
wicked Perſons conſider, That De- 
lays in Religion are attended with 
a great Degree of Preſumption. 

Secondly, That they daily add to the 

n 

T birdly, 


188 The Terror! of Guile. 
Sermon Thirdly, That they muſt involve us it! 
VI. greater Difficulties tor the future. 
— Fourthly, That they ſtave off Repen- 
tance to the moſt unfit and dange- 
tous Seaſon of performing it. | 


Firſt, I would have all careleſs and wick- 
ed Perſons conſider, That Delays in Re- 
ligion are attended with a great Degree 
ot Preſumption. 15 ; 

As it is God that worketh in us both 

| Phil. ii. 13. fo will and to do of bis good Pleaſure , 10 
we muſt conclude that the Liberty of a 
ſpiritual 'Man is very precarious; and the 
Performance of our Duty impoſſible, 
without the Prevention and Aſſiſtance of 
divine Grace. The Bent of Nature is 
viſibly on the Side of Vice; the animal 
Part has the Aſcendant of the Rational; 
and the Law in the Members is too hard 
for the Law in the Mind. | 

Now in this State of Decay and Cor- 
ruption, it is the Intereſt and Duty of 
every Candidate for Salvation, to encourage 
all the inward Motions and Suggeſtions 
of the Spirit, and cloſe with all the 
outward Terms and Propoſals of Happi- 
neſs. Whoever flights the Means and 
Opportunities of Improvement, or de- 
fers the Performance of his Duty when 
it is in his Power, throws himſelf out 
of the Protection of Providence, and de- 
pends upon ſuch future Aids and Aſſiſt- 
_ _ _—— ” york him. 

| Y Spirit (lays 2 all not always 
. rive with Man My Grace is free, and 


7 


The Terrors of Guilt, 109 
my Favours at my own Diſpoſal : And Sermon 
who then art thou, O vain Creature, that VI. 
preſumeſt upon thy own Sufficiency, and 
_ dareft to dictate and preſcribe to thy 

Maker? God governs the World in Righ- 

teouſneſs, and communicates his Favours 

with Wiſdom; and whoever doth not 

embrace the Times and Seaſons of doing 

his Duty, as they are graciouſly preſent- 

ed to him, but is dilatory and remiſs 

5 a Pretence of greater Leiſure and 

Convenience, ſeems to tie down Omni- 

dotence to his own Humour, and to make 

Eimſelf a judge where he ought only 

to be a Petitioner, What! Have we any 

= Demands upon our Sovereign? Can a Jobxxii 
Alan be profitable to Cad? Is it any Plea- 
irre to the Almighty that we are righteous © 
Or is it Gain ta bim, that we make our 
Mays perfed? Why muſt divine Grace 

wait upon our Nod, and infinite Good- 
neſs force us to be happy, when we 


3 have taken ſo many Opportunities, and 
; us d ſo much Pains — 4 e 
5 7... T—„ç 
Secondly, I would, in the next Place, 
f caution you againſt Delays in Religion, 
| becauſe they increaſe our Guilt. hag 
a Sin is like a Gangrene, always ſpread- = 
: ing and cating. Time doth but heighten. 
the Malignity of the Diſeaſe, and For- 
; bearance renders it the more incureable. 
The Debt muſt be cancell'd, or the Inte- 
reſt will be always growing, and the Bor- 
; gd wer render d beggarly and inſolvent. 
* 


Whoever 
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Whoever thinks by Delays, to put his 


" frat Affairs in a better Poſture, and 


to act with more mature 'Juds: ment ald 


Confideration for the future, 1 70 roſs- 
17 ignorant of the Vigilance, the Cratt, 
ity of Satan, and his racer 
Alas ! 1 855 as we ling ger, as lon 
Sin and Gute rema! n up 927 the Cane 
ence, the Enemy is actually hindering; 
our Territories, AT Bünde 
into freſh Murinies, war” gartiforiing 
Soul a galnſt the Returtts And Artacks of 
Virtue.” ©! "Then ur" four, Relves Ib 
Men, and a with Spirit” -and Refolution. 
Hake aut of Sheep, and extricate your, 
Souls from Slayety. Can off ile Works of 
Darkneſs, aud put on thi Arimonr of Light + 
Pur on the Lord © , ; : 155 
not Prot ion for. the Feb, to fu he t 
thereof.” ie or 5 a 2 . f 
Thirdly, br ja x You farther to 
conſider, "x hat dela Ke os our Dut 74 
muſt ine you in ee Eficulti 
for the ture WBhRi & . and d. de- 
e . are 
nd. TH\ita- 
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The Terrors ef Guilt. 111 
Thus our Caſe becomes deplorable, Sermon 
our Diſeaſe: inveterate, and our Recovery VI. 
next Door to impoſſible. For can the wy 
Ethiopian:obange his Sti, or te Leopard 
his Spott 8 hen may ye % EO" that 
are 8 to do Evil. Fi 

The only Twig, Men have to catch \ 
at, and the laſt Refuge to Which they 
can reſort, is the Hopes of calmer and | 
ſedater Fhoughts in the Time of Sick- 
neſs, and at the Hour of Departure. 
= That I may, eee — 1 off the 
'S Sinner from is Hold, 1 e 


755 1 'the Unſitricls af's our | aſk | 
| inutes for the Evorcife: of af | 
- tance. DS 

Scoble Endeavour to . you . 
the great Danger, that ſuch a Re- | 


" Ee will not be e e to 
1 ante 1 


ee 


{ Tirf, 1 "io the Uaftneſs of 0 Gp 


lat Minutes for the N of nn, 

7 [| tance": 5 | 5 

s that a proper Time * in to by * 
when ne uh uy us/in 25 Face, . 
the Soul is ſetting out for Eternity? Pls! 
that a proper Seaſon for the Recollection 
of our paſt Actions, when we have un 9 
5 ly any Knowled ge of bur preſent Ones? 
is that a fit Time for Compoſure ting: 
1 Calmneſs, when we toſs and roar for the 
% Difquietude of our Souls, aud there is, no 
51 Soundneſs in our 125 4 . in our . 


| by * F our 3 | 


+. 12 De Terrors of Guit.. | 
Sermon The Proſpect in theſe Caſes is fo diſ- 
Pl. mal, and the Work ſo difficult; the Time 
of ating fo ſhort, and tlie Returns of 


Miſery ſo frequent and numerous, that a | 
Man throws by the Thoughts of his Du- | | 

ty, and dies either pre/imptuouſly, ' or de- $ 
ſpairing : For he will either look only on I 
the delightful Scenes of approaching Fe- { 
licity, and entertain himſelf with the 
Mercies of God, and the Merits of his 
Saviour; and by this Means lull his: Soul: 1 
into a fooliſh Security, and ſpeak Peace, , 
Peace, when there is no Peace; or elſe he 
will not be able to ſuſtain the violent q 

_ Shocks of Gonſcience, and bear up againit BY 2 
the upbraiding Teſtimonies of a bad Life: 
And then all Things will be dark and 
gloomy about him, and when he ſees 
Hell and Defiruftion naked before him, and 


feels himſelf ſinking into the Regions of 
Darkneſs, he muſt quit the Stage with 
Reluctance, and reſign up his Breath Þ 
with Raving and Diſtractio . 
_ -- Secondly. and laſtly, There is a great 
Danger, that a Death-Bed Repentance 
will not be acceptable to Gd. 
Hle that is only religious juſt upon his 
Departure, ſeems to act by Neceflity | 
and Compulſion; and does not ſeek to 
God out of a voluntary Principle of Obe- 


r > om oe: mp 


dience, but from the Dictates of a d- e 
ſtardly and ſlaviſh Fear. He embraces Bi x 
Virtue, becauſe he has no Reliſn for 4 
Vice, and forſakes his Sin, becauſe a diſ- , 
cas d Body is not fit for the Enjoyment F 
of. it any longer, {1:5 499 6 7 5 
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And now what is there, that is reall Sermon 
raiſe=worthy and honorable in theſe VI. 
are What Congruity in theſe Ca nd 
involuntary HE to recommend a Man | 
to a Reward ? He that leaves his Sins by 


Eonftraltir arid” Neceſſity can no more 


reſume upon the Mercy or Favour of 
God, than 4 Rebel can expect a Pardon 
Fr His Prince, for laying down his 


| An when he can hold them up no 


longer. | 
; We muſt certainly think God' a very 
tame and eaſy Being, it ſome grave 9 


tences upon the Bp, f Languſh ing, an 
4 Sliriek or two in our laſt A gone, ar 


a ſufflcient Preparation for Heivent: | 


Upon this Principle, the Epickre * 
nothing to do, but to eat and to drink, for 
to Morrow. he " muſt die. The Senſualift 
might make Provijion as faſt as he could 


for the Fleſb, to fulfil the Luſts thereof And 


| | the young Man might rejoice in the Day of 
S Youth, and walk in the Ways of his 


Heart, and in the $i bt of his Eyes For 
rhe” Days of Darkneſs are not worth his 
Remembrance, and a fare Judgment may 
be imaginary and precarious.. 

But this is a very fatal and pernicious 
Miſtake : For God inſiſts upon the Trial 
of our Virtues, and the repeated Exer- 


ciſe of the ſeveral Parts of n Fe 


He requires our carly and vigorous Years 

fly his Service; the Bloom of our Youth, 

and the Firſt-Fruits of our Health, before Fecleſ xii, 

the evil Days come, and the Nears draw” 

nigh, when we ſhall have no Pleaſure or Sa- : 
” J tisfaction 


* 
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Sermon tisfaction in Living. He will not be put 
VI. off with FÞelix's Excuſe, nor admit of 
WY Prorogations and Adjournments upon the 
urncertain Proſpect of later Performances. 
Our Convyerſion muſt he ſpeedy and laft- IM _ 

ing; the Sincerity of Repentance muſt F 

be notified by Reformation and Amend- - 
mendment; and a Death unto Sin tollowd Wt . 

Us by a Life unto Righteouſneſs. When this 
= is done, our ſpiritual Affairs are in a pro- 
miſing Poſture, and Death it ſelf can no 
Ways ſurprize or affrighten us. Our, In- 
tereſt is ſecur d, and our, Pardon ſeal d: 
Quietneſs and Aſſurance ſhall refreſh our 
expiring Spirits, and Fulneſs of Foy, and 
Rivers of Pleaſures attend our Diſſolu- 
N tion. Amen. LE: 895 1 125 418 
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= bp, bai Moſes, when, he came 7% Yang 4 
"i E refuſed 2 be called the Son of Pha- 

ctroah' Daughter; N 
boaſing rather to ſuffer AfiiGianapith 
be People of God, than to enjoy r he 


| Pleaſures: of Sin for a Seaſon; * 


EEtccming the Reprouch of Chriſt greater 
Richer than the Treaſures of Egypt: 
| For he bad Reſpect unto the kd 
4% Rewarl. 


TS - „ 
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: THE ry Deſign of the A; tle Serm. f 
in this Chapter is to ex Apo the VII. 
Nature, and fet forth the Pow- Va 
and Efficacy of Faith. The Namur of 
"fs Stare of 71 the firſt Verſe. to be, 
he Su ance hings hoped or, and the 
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116 Faith triumphant 1 
Sermon. Evidence of T. Fr, 7 not ſeen. The Dower | 
VII. and Efficacy of Faith is repreſented to us | 
YM by a lon "Enumeration of ſeveral eminent 
92 illuſtrious Perſons, who, by their 
'Truft and Affiance in God, pertorm'd the 
moſt fignal Services for their E Church and 
Country, and have been the Light. and 
Glory of the World, from the firſt Crea- 
tion of Mankind to the Time of the Goſ. 
pel Oeconomy/- 
The l is extoll d in the Text, 
is Mo os famous amongſt 
the Nation, -as: we! Mir upon the Ac- 
counnpi 2 fe 854 Favours Which he re- 
ceiv d from as thoſe many noble 
Exploits which 2 did for his own Coun W 
try-men. | 
B # Faith Moſes, whey be. came to Tears, 


ens cheſe Werds, I defi gn to do four 
Things; 


FIRST, To ſpeak ſomething t 
of Faith in general, upon which 0 
a mighty Streſs is laid, in the Text, 
and ſuch a high, Character. is given 
8 this whole Chapter... | 


SECONDLY, To ſet forth the 
Greatneſs of Mofes' s Faith, in thoſe 


ſeveral Inſtances which are ſ 
in the Text, | joy 7 755 


THIRDLx, ee the Moth | 
* and Inducements which rais d this 
Man's 3 aith to TN an high Pitch. 

| FOURTH 


119 | Faith. triumphant... 

| Sermon On 8 9 of God for 1 Pert. 

N mance of his Promiſes, and a real Perſua- 

ſion of the Truth of thoſe Things whete- 

Sf ve Have 1 9 ocylar” or ſenſible Demon- 

ſtratilon: . 

Upon this Footing 4 good Part of the 

Apoltle's .arguing, in the foregoing, a 

well as in the preſent Chapter, does ma- 

nifeſtly eee, and, upo 2 theſe Aſſu- 

rauces 1 7 Courage! 'of che primitive Chri- 

ftians was ſupported and buoy'd up under 

all the dreadful Storms of Perfecution WM - 

| which fell upon the Church. x 4 not i= © 

ch. X 38. way, (ſays be) your Confidence, which bath i 

' * greaFRecolapence of Reward - But hold faf 
23, the Profeſſion of your Faith without wwaur- 
tug, (fore is faitbfat 1 that promiſed.). Fin 
3% ye have need of Patience; that after ye hav 
Aone the Will of. God, 5e might receive th 
Promiſe. For yet a little while, and h. 


that ſball come, will come, and will nd 
tarry. | 
e . to Gage) and | 
1 are farther enforc'd by the 1 
«x Exam les of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraban My 
raty 
(ut 
an ! 
7 
1 his, 
us the 
of tl 
les 2 
It Went 
| will ve bet wie ver'd b We: 
aft 1 1 cover entring DO: 8 fi 
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SECONDLY, Upon the Particulars Sermon 


of his Faith 2 VII. 
And here four Things are remarkable. 


FHurſt, The Time of the Declaration of 
this F aith; it was made when he . 
came to Tears. 


: Secondly, The Privile ges which he de- 
barr' d himſelf from by that Decla- 
ration, v/2. the Honour of being cal- 


led the Son of Pharoah's Daughter. 


Thirdly, The Troubles and Calamities 
which he involy'd himſelf in upon 
that Account, viz. The lune A. 

'. flidion with the People of God. 


Fourthly, The Preference he gave 
theſe Sufferings to the ſinful Plea- 
ſures and Preferments of a Court: He 

eſteem d the Reproach of Chriſt greater 
Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt. 


Firft, The firſt Thing remarkable in 
Moſes's Faith, was the Time of its Decla- 
ration; it was made when, he came to Years, 
(utyas Yb ,) when be was grown big; 
an Expreſſion. which denotes the Maturi- | 
ty of his Age, as well as the Fulneſs of 
his Stature, and which is. borrow'd from 
the Septuagint-Verſion of the 11th Verſe _ 
of the 2d Chapter of Exodus + When Mo- 


les was grown, (ui yeruer@ Movais,) he. 
went out unto his Brethren, and looked on 


their Burthens. This Time of his Grotothj. 


fed by 9 to forty Tears com 65 


pleat % 


* 


Faith triumphant - 


ermon pleat 5 for when he was full forty Years 
VII. old, (lays he,) it came into his Heart to vi. 


t his Brethren, the Children of liracl. The 


* 


Acts vii. 
23. 


v. 22, 


Reaſon why I inſiſt fo particularly upon 
this Circumſtance of Time, and endea- 


vour to be ſo exact in the Calculation of 
his Age, is to give you a fuller View of - 


the Greatneſs ot his Faith For Moſes be- 
ing now arrived to an Age herein the 
3 is bat {0 to be ſettled, and 

ing prejudiced by his Education againſt 
his Kindred and Countrymen, it is ſurpri- 


zing how he ſhould, by the Aſſiſtance of 


- 


Faith, break through all Oppoſition on a 
ſudden, and turn Advocate for his Bre- 
thren, at a Time when they could leaſt 
expect ſuch a generous Interpoſal. This 
eminent Man had ſpent his youthful Days 


in the ſearch of Learning, and the Arts 


of Government ; and being tranſmitted 
to us by the Holy Ghoft, fora Perſon vers d 
in all the Wiſdom of the 1 and 
mighty in Words and in Deeds; the leaſt 
that we can gather from hence is, that he 


RP 


was endow'd with extraordinary natural, 


as well as acquired Abilities, and was re- 
markable for the Depth of his Under- 
ſtanding, in hong of Truth, as well 
as the Dexterity of his Management in 
relation to Civil Affairs. But here the 
Difficulty ftill grows upon us; here the 
Surprize thickens upon our Hands ; how 
Perſon taken away from his Parents in 


is Infancy,,and bred up in Ignorance of his 


Kindred, and in Oppoſition to the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of his native Country; a Per- 


ſon 


SLY 


—— 
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ſon adopted into the Royal Family, and 8 
| Heir Apparent to one of the moſt VII. 
flouriſhing Kingdoms in the World; a wy 
Perſon, whoſe Studies had been bent to 

profane Learning, and whoſe Mind had 
been taught to deſpiſe the preſent Sla- 
very of the Hebrews - How, (I ſay) 4 
Pre-poſicions, fould fo extiy fake of 

P ſhons, | 10 eaſily ſhake off 

all Encumbrances, and after the Experi- 

ence of forty Tears, (a Time which gene- 

rally fixes the Judgment, and makes Men 

fond and tenacious of the Principles they 

have imbibed, and 2 and moroſe un- 
der any Contradiction and Reſtraint:) 

This, this is what muſt call forth the At- 
tention, and raiſe the Admiration of Soy 
ſober Audience. I don't 8 the Caſe 
(my Brethren !) with g 


e 
n 1) with theſe furprizin 
ircumſtances to weaken the Authority 
of the Fact, or inyalidate the Relations 
of Hol I, but purely to raiſe the 
nobleſt Ideas I can in your Minds, of the 
Candor, Diſ-intereſtneſs, and Ingenuity 
of that Perſon, upon whom the divine 
Grace had ſuch a ſudden and powerful 
Influence, For Moſes being taken up by za, | 
Pharaoh's Daughter, and nouriſhed for ber \ 
own Son, it is to be ſuppoſed he was to be 
bred according to the Direction of that 
| Princeſs, and educated in the effeminate 
Mode of the Eaſtern Countries; and, by 
Conſequence, was expoſed to a ſoft and 
Furious Method of I Life, and tempted 
by all the Pleaſures of a wanton and airy 
Court : But his Faith was too hard for 
2 Tempta- 


Sermon Tem 


\ 1 Faith triumpbant 
ptations; his Reaſon was a Curb up- 


VII. on his Paſſions, and his Meekneſs the Se- 


A - 
* * 4 
* ” \ * 


curity of his Vouth. — And from hence 
we may learn to improve thoſe good Diſ— 
pofitions which are implanted in our Na- 
tures, and to offer no Reſtraint or Vio- 
lence to the ſecret Whiſpers and Work- 
ings: of the Spirit. From hence we may 
learn not to be ty'd down to the Preju- 
dices of a contrary Education, or born 
away by the Current of ſecular Intereſt ; 
not to be lifted up with an Air of Vani- 
ty and Ambition, or gull'd along by the 
Nondaeſs of Self-Love : But to uſe our 
Reaſon, and to act like Men; to offer our 
{elves readily to Conviction, and ſteer our 
Courſes by the Motives of Credibility ; 
far God is faithful who hath promiſed us, 
and his Goodneſs will move, his Power 
enable, and his Veracity engage him to a 
inctual Performance of all his Promiſes. 
'ho' ſome Difficulties may ſeem to ob- 
ſtruct our Paſſage, and our own Slothful- 
neſs may repreſent a Lion in the Wap; yet 
Providence will, in due Time, remove all 
Impediments, and convey us triumphantly 
to our Journeys: End. 0 on 
Secondly, Þ am to conſi der the Privileges 
which Mo/es debarr'd himſelf from, 
this Declaration of his Faith, viz. the Ho- 
nour of being called the Son of Pharaoh's 


Daughter. | 
his Princeſs, according to * Foſephus, 


—— 


* 


ed, And. Jud. Ls 13, Pap .. Ee. He 


had, 
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had actually adopted Moſes. for her Son, Sermon | 
and (the Royal Line being like to be ex- VII. 
tinct for want of 1/ue Male) he was the Wwe 


next Heir, by Right of Succeſſion, to the 
Throne. By Virtue of this Relation, he 
had the beſt Education which the moſt 


ſearned Nation in the World could af- 


ford, and was trequently brought to Court 
upon the Account of his Parts and Beau- 
ty. At one Time in particular, during 
his Childhood, he was preſented by the 


Princeſs T hermuthis, to her Royal Father, 


who embrac'd him in his Arms, and pur, 
the Crown upon his Head; but the Child 
pull'd it off with ſome ſort of Indigna- 
tion, and, throwing it upon the Ground 
trampled it under his Feet. This Acti- 
on was reſented by the Courtiers, and in- 
terpreted by the wiſe Men, 'Orayiv i 7h g- 
oi glg, to portend ſome fatal Omen 
to the Nation, and the King hotly peti- 
tion'd to ſacrifice Mofes for the Security of 
his own Perſon, and the, Prevention 11 his 
Country's Ruin. „%%% Pl aft 
The Hiftorian proceeds to ſhew at large 
how providentially Moſes was preſery'd 
from this imminent Danger, and the Scrip=, 
tures confirm the 'Truth of the Predict. 
on by relating the Overtbrow of: Pharoah, 
and his Hoſt in the Red Sea, © * 
Hut let the Event of this Propheſy be 
what it will, in Relation to the King of 
Egypt; we may plainly ſee, that ſome 
Circumſtances of the Story ſo well 
agree with the Relation in the Text, 
i ideen 36 pivloge this mines 


von 


124 


Falth criumphant 


” 


Sermon rous COR. which Mos ſhould enter 


tain of the Grandeur and Honours of the 


Www . Court, and his pious Refuſal of 
al 


thoſe Adyantages of Sovereignty which 
were entailed upon him by Adoption. 

This Inftance of Meekneſs and Debaſe- 
ment is the more remarkable, becauſe it 
zs fo difagreeable to the Inclinations, and 
contrary to the Practices of the Genera- 
lity of Mankind : For Ambition is a 
a Paſſion ſo prevalent in human Nature, 
that we have need of the Aſſiſtance of all 
Chriftian Virtues and Graces to fenee a- 
gainſt it, and we very rarely find a Perſon 
of ſo humble and mortify'd a Temper, 
as to deſpiſe its Flatteries, and res its 
Propoſals. Trahimur omnes ftudio laudis, 
S optimus quiſquis maxime gloria ducitur, 
Tho” ſome trifling Excuſes may be in» 
vented, ſome formal Compliments ſqueez d 
ont to notify the Inabiſities of a Perſon 
promoted to Honour; yet an inward Satis- 
faction ſtill glows in his Breaſt, and an 
outward Joy ſparkles in his Counte- 
nance. ' 

Now if it ſtands thus upon the Obtain 
ment of every petty Preterment, of every 
ordinary Promotion upon Earth; what 
ſhall we ſay, when Crowns and Scepters 
are the Bait of our Ambition, and the 
| Kingdoms of this World, and the Glories 
thereof are propos d to our Acceptance? 
Who in this Caſe would argue and de- 
mur? Who, but Ae, would diſclaim the 
Honour of the Royal Blood, and difown 
his Relation to à R Daughter? b 

05 | ü 


RS Ant 
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It is uſual for the riſing Men of this Sermon 
World to deny the Poverty of their Pa- VII. 
rentage, aud to cbver the Meanneſs of 


their Original; and tho' their Deſcent. 
ſhould happen to be too well known, 
and their 838 run up to an inglori- 
ous Head, they ſtill inſiſt upon the An- 
tiquity of their Blood, and impute the 
Diſgrace of their Anceſtors to ſome un- 
avoidable Misfortune. The Uſurpers of 
old were un willing to be thought Rob- 
bers, and every Pagan Hero would paſs 
for the Son of a God. The Roman En- 
perors were fond of an A,, and from 
Flattery on Earth aſpired to Adoration, 
in Heaven. Alexander the Great, being. 
fluſtyd with Conqueſt, deny d his; Rela- 
tion to his Father Philip, and proclaim d 


his Mother a Strumpet to prove himſelf. 


the Son of Jupiter Hammon | 
In R we find the ſame 
Perjury and Ambition upon the leaſt 
0 of Honour and Advancement. 
For how 111 15 are the Generality of 
Mankind after Empire, and what hazar- 
dous Methods do thay engage in, to raiſe 
themſelves above their Competitors? The 
Kings and Rulers of this World forfeit 
their Words, and break their Treaties; 
exhauſt. their Treaſure, and ſacrifice their 
Subjects Lives, upon every trifling Ate | 


NF 


* Quog olim pravã mente conceperat, tunc eſſe marurum, 
modo cœleſtes honores- uſurparet, cepit cogitare. 


Jovis filium non dici tantum ſe; ſeck etiam credi volebar,” | 


bo: rinde animis imperare poſſet, ac: linguis,.. Quint. 
"Lib, N Cap. 5+ p. 296; Edit. Freinſh. "gy HOMP ip 
. front 


Sermon front, or pretended Invaſion of their Das. 
VII. minions. ' One Man betrays his Friend, | 
\FYv Anther forſakes his Religion for a Crown. 


A Third diſputes a ſuſpected Title with. 
Sword in Hand, and a Fourth imbrues his 
Arms in the Blood of his Parents.” The 


young expecting Heir enquires with Im= 


tience into the Years of the Ne 
doflefivr; and a diſcarded Favourite and 
an efiraged Miniſtry, are always impatient” 
for a new Monarch. Inſufficienc and 
Male-Adminiftration are ſounded into, hie 
Ears of the diſcontented Rabbſe; "Utbi- 
trary Proceedings and Invaſion of Pro- 
perty are never- failing Pretences to de- K 
clare a Vacancy the Throne. 
But Mofts was of a quite different Opi- 
nion, and inſtead of making any injuſt 
and untimely Approaches rowards Græat- 
neſs, he own'd his Birth to the Prejudice 
of his Intereſt, and voluntarily refus d the 
Honour of a Crown, to which he had a 
fair and legal Title. Tlie ſame Contempt 
of carthly Grandeur, and generous Retu- ; 
ſal of Government follow'd this meck and 
humble Man  thro' the whole Courſe of 
his Life. For notwithſtanding that un- 
grateful Reflection of one of his Coun=" 


Ex. l. 14 722 Who made thee a Prince and 2 


udge over us ? (as if he uſurped a Pro- 
vince, and exercis d an Authority which 
he was no Ways commiſſioned to ;) Yet 
we find that when God in his Anger. 
would have deftroy'd the whole Fewiſs 


Deut ix. 14. Nation, and blotted out their Name from . 


under Heaven, and made of hint a ation 


migbtiet 


3 
8. 


a 
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mig tier and greater than they; he xe Sermoh 
Tedted. the Propoſal With the profdundeſt VII. 
Modeſty, and Pere Uthe re-;nſtatin —__ l 
his Brethren in the Almighty's Faveur, i 
to the Advancement of himſelf, and the 
507 bling of his Family. 902 ern 188. 01 

Thee heſe two Paſſages in Moſes 8 1165 are 
eh eminent Inſtanees of- Humility and 
Selt-denial,as we can find no where , 
rallel d in Hiſtory, unleſs in: that funperit 
Zing Example, of the Lord of Life and 
Glory, ho, when the People aſſembled 
0 take him by. Force: am male him a King Joh. vi. 15. 
withdrew himſelf from the Honour, - 
refus d a Cron with greater Cours 
than other aſpiring Perſons fight for One. 

s hirdly, Another de Inſtance of 
Mofes s Faith, was hig thoofing. to Suffer _ 
Alicia with the People off Cod. 

This Part of Misfortune is; what lie 
might have caſily been freed. from, if. he 


would but have uſed that Care and Git- 


cumſ tion, which not: only;:the:Politic 
and deſigning, but the e — 4 and pru-⸗ 
dent Part of che World think e at 
Liberty! 65 er For * 8 not: dri- 
ven b mpulſion, or qhli 

Threatnin nga to. own his Buck. Ber = 
Dia! of Conſcience, produc d the Con- 
feſſion, and the Service of his Cou 


men forwarded the Diſeovery. BNHα,Ṽ 


uονπνιπαN““%i , He choſe. to ufer What 
the Right of Adoption As freed 
him from, his on Choice ſub jected him 


« 
5 28 fr) "8 | 
"bog 22 Ii 1067! an 
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Hebr. xil chafing for the be zemeth 85 * 
but grievous; and human Nature is 
75 far from courting Pain, thatit too too 
ly declines the Combat, -when God 
and Religion call it to Suferings: Riches 
and Honour (we know) are generally 
bod u 1 a greedy Eye; and 
* _ the middleState, by the Supports of Re- 
| ligion: and the Art of Contentment, is 
| — tolerabls: But Poverty and Diſ- 
| e are tlie Plagues of this tranſitory 
734 Pain and Miſery ' are the Obj 
of our Averſion. Nature loves Her Eaſe, 
and every Being ſtudies its own Preferva- 
tion. Reaſon diſpoſes the Sons of Men 
to Reſt and Quietneſs, and Prudence en- 
deavours to them from thoſe Diſ- 
aſters which could ruffſle and diſcompoſe 
their S What generotis- Moves 
then muſf engage Moſes to ſirmount and 
tranſcend Nature, and even conquer the 
Prevailing Deſires and Inelinations of 
1 What Prineiples were tlioſe 
that ae Plenty and courted Afflicti- 
ons, and by a ſtrong and lively Depen- 
danec on Almighty Providence choſe vo- 
luntarily to ſofter. with the Faithful in 
their moſt diſeonſolate Cireumſtanees! 
We oſtentimes magnify the Courage 
and Piety of thoſe co ionate —_ 
who: eſpeuſe the Quarrels* of an | 
ſlaved: People; and free the neighbouritig 


We. 


Nations from ** Power and r. 
preſſion: 


—_— "> WU» Wwe INI. x 


n en e 
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preſſion: But, tho Religion be the Pre- Sermon 
25 and Property the Cry, we find VII. 
that Ambition is the general Spur and WV 
Incentive to theſe | heroical Enterprizess R=» 
and that the Patrons and Aſſertors of Li- 
berty always aim at the Government of 
the People whom they have been ſo ge- 
prove ©. redbet. 7 
But the Reverſe of all this is very re- 
markable in the Example before us. For 
Moſes embark d in the Service of his Bre- 
thren at the Expence of his perſonal in- 
_ tereſt, and ſolicited and carried on their 
Cauſe by the Forfeiture of his own Cha- 
_ racter. There was nothing preſented to | 
his Eyes, but an enrag'd Prince and a | 
7 Court; nothing ſounding in 
his Ears, but the Exactions of Officers, 
and the Groans of the afflicted. The £xo. xiil, 
LEgyptians fore d the Children of Iſrael to '+ 
ſerve with Rigour, and made their Lives 
bitter with hard Bondage, in Mortar, and 
in Brick, and in all Manner of Service in 
the Field. Whoeyer pitied their Condi- 
tion, incurred the Diſpleaſure of the 
Court; whoeyer cenſured their Task-ma=- 
ſters, diſputed the Authority of Pharoah ; 
and whoever abetted their afflicted Cauſe, 
involved himſelf in the ſame Afflictions 
with the Sufferers | 
Now upon ſuch a diſmal Proſpect, and 
under ſuch frighful Cent who 
can ſufficiently extol the Man, who dar'd 
face NO SANT; and make even Miſery 


his Option? The Stoics pretended to 
root out all Paſſions from human Nature 5 


K an 


2 

130 Faith triumphant oo 
Sermon and ſuppos'd their Heroes inſenſible of 
VII. Pain before they engag'd them in any 
V hazardous Enterprize. But behold a 
8 Example of Fortitude in a Per- 


on, who dar'd ſo far own himſelf a Man | 


as to be liable to Infirmities, and capable 
of Pain; and yet, for the Love of his 


Brethren, and the Honour of his God, did 


voluntarily ftoop from the Affluence of 
of a Court to the Slavery of a Captive, 
and generouſly relinquiſh'd his Princely 


State and Grandeur to embrace a cruel 


and ignominious Poverty. 


And this brings me to the laſt particu- : 
lar, wherein Moſes's Faith, or Depen- 


dence upon God, did ſhew it ſelf, viz; 
Fourthly, In the Preference he gave 
the Sufferings of the Hebrews to the ſin- 
ful Pleaſures and Preferments of an Agyp- 
tian Court: He efteemed the Reproach of 
Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures of 


Pl. 85 2 
This Paſſage may perhaps appear a 


little perplex d and intricate at the firſt 


View, and may be apt to raiſe the fol- 
lowing Scruple in the Mind of any Per- 
ſon who is but moderately vers'd in the 
Computation of Time. ph 
8 Hon could Moſes, who was dead 
„ ſo many hundred Years before the 
Coming of Chriſt, be repreſented 
as living under the evangelical Diſpen- 
< ſation, and putting the Infamy of the 
[© Croſs in Competition with the Treaſures 


But 
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But this ſeeming Miſtake in Point of Sermon 
Time will be eafily accounted for, and VII. 
the Apoſtle's Argument will appear in its wat 


= ooo. AR Coats Mt Ed Fo 4 3 


full Force, 11 "ee Wonne theſe three 
Things. 

Firſt, That Miſes was a Prophet and A 
 Thpe 5 Chriſt, and being endued with 
the Giſt of Inſpiration, had a Fore- 
knowledge of the Goſpel-State, and 
might be privy to fome future Occur- 
rences in the Kingdom of the Meſſiah. 

_ Secondly, That © the Hardſhips which 
the Hebrews endur'd from the Aigyptian 
Task-mafters, did livelily repreſent the 
Afflictions of the Church in its Infancy, 


and carried a near Reſemblance to tlie 


State of Chriſtians at the Time when 
this Epifth was penn d. 

Thirdly, That the Deliverance of the 
Iraclites by the Interceſſion and Media- 
tion of Moſes was the moſt proper Em- 
blem of the grand Redemption of Sin- 
ners by Chriſt Jeſus, and the Victories 
and Triumphs which he, the Captain of our 
Salvati on, obtained Over Sin, Satan and 
Death. 

Theſe Thin rips premiſed, his Dit. 
ficulty in the Text will ſoon” be recon- 
Fri by conſidering, that the Scrip- 
tures do, in a THe and prophetical 
Way, repreſent Things future as if they 


were actually Petar And by Conſe- 
quence, there can be no more Reaſon to 
accuſe the Author of this Epiſtle for a 
chronological Miſtake, becauſe he brought 


in 2782 as conyerſarit*1 bs the Goſ| pel-Occo= 
"Is 3 nomy; ; 


— _ — 
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that by the ſame Motiyes, he might in- 
ſtigate Believers to renounce all ſecular 


Advantages for the Cauſe of their com- 


Phil. ni. 8. 


mon deſpis d Chriſtianity. In giving this 
Advice, Sr. Paul ſtirs up the Chriſtians to 
no other Duty than what he himſelf had 
put in Practice: For. be counted all Things 
but Loſs, for the Excellency of the Kno- 


ledge of  Chrift Feſus our Lord + For whom 
he ſuffer'd 4 156 of all Things, and did 


count them but Dung that he might win 


— the ſame Proſpect it was that 


 Mofes's Faith was enliven'd, and his Truft 


and Affiance riveted and cemented in 
Providence: He ſurveyd the Bleſſings 
which were entailed upon his Anceſtors, 
and relied upon the Promiſes of an im- 
mutable God for the Preſervation of his 


Country-men. The Delights of Agypt 


came far ſhort of the Pleaſures of Reli- 
gion; the Company of a Court was infi- 
nitely inferior to che Converſation of his 

; £ Xx __ Maker, 


* : ; * 5 — 1 
. * 31 
* % 
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7 Maker, and all the Treaſures of the Eaft Sermon 
EF | not comparable to thoſe temporary At VII. 
L — — which were preparatory to eters N 
= | nal Glo 

E: 4 But the Proſecution of this Argument 

FE | falling more directly under my next Head 5 
11 ok Diſcourſe, which was to produce the 

© Motives het Inducements ' which rais'd 

J this Man's Faith to ſuch an high Pitch; 

85 and I having reſfervd That, and the Re- 

»% mainder of the Text, till another pa 15 

5 tunity, ſhall detain this Audience no 

” i er than whilſt I conclude ar with the 

2 | tollowing Collect. 

ont ; 

O Gd; Wo ne weng 2 us abou 

ad wah a Cloud o of Martyrs, Ae e 

3 and edified #4 Church by de Ban a — 

: of Patriarchs, Breakers. and.  Apoſttes-, 

3 * * Grant us for perfectly, and without 

L all Doubt to believe. q thy Son Vene 

1 « Chriſt, that Our Faith in thy . 
+14 « may never be hotel; and — us 

iis « with fuch a Meaſure of Heavenly 

| * Grace, that we may ſo follow the r 
5 4 Bleſſed S ünts ir all e and God - 

p « Iy Living, that we may come to thoſe 
ai 90 « unſpeakable Toys whieh' thou = 

5 „ pared for them that unfeigned —— 


iS 85 thee, Prong ow” cht ou our Lad 


one 
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17 "ach Moe; mben he was come to 
cars, refuſed to be called the Son 
+: Of; Pharoah's Daug bter ; © © 
Cinging rather tn aer Afflition mich 
"the People of God, than to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Sin. fo Seaſons > 
F eeming the Reproach of Chriſt grea- 
95 . 2 3 of 
_ Xgvpt: For be had NE unto 
the Recompence 4. Rewards, 


Sermon » N Ns T. the, any — 
VI. Lich are celebrated an this 


Chapter, for the V ictories and 
Trivmphs ol their Faith, the Character of 
Mofes' is of no inferior. Conſideration. 
For 'tho'. others ſubdued Kingdoms, and 


1% 33, 34- do roug bi Wonders, opp'd4 the Mouths of 


Lions, and quench d Th Violence of Fire; 
yet Moſes, {belides an equal Share even 
in theſe miraculous Achievements,) was 
remarkable ſor the Victory over himſelf, 
| kad for conquerink, all thoſe — 
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and exorbitant Paſſions, which are inci- Sermon 
dent to great Men, and eſſential to high VIII. 
2 Stations. Upon this Account, his Ex-. WWW 
ample may be of greater Service to thoſe 
of Fs — who (being deſtitute of 


* the Power of working Miracles, and 
6 defending themſelves. by ſuper- natural 
1 Aſſiſtance ) may be yet plac'd in like 
4 Circumſtances, and expos'd to the ſame. 


Temptations with himſelf. I thought 
therefore that I could not do Juſtice; to 
this eminent Perſon, (who was beloved. of. Ecclus xlv. | 


-4 God. and Men, and ſan@ified in his Faith= " * 

n fulneſs and Meekneſ5,) nor recommend . | 

= his Example with its due Advantages to „ | ſ 
5 the Imitation of this Audience, unleſs 1 | 
e proceeded after the following Method. 

* FIRST, Premiſing ſomething - by 
way of Introduction concerning 

of Fraith in general, upon which ſuch 

0 a _ Streſs is laid in the Text, 

5 and ſuch an high Character is given 

. throughout this Whole Chapter. 

5 1 „ 

is SECONDLY, Setting forth the 

id Greatneſs of Mo/es's Faith in the ſe- 

of VyVeral Particulars which are mention d 

> | ei mat ent . 

of _ THIRDLY, Producing the Motives 

be and Inducements which raisd this 

en Maus Faith to ſuch an high Pitch. 

If, FOURTHLY, Shewing how. the 

us | ſeveral Inſtances of Mqſess Behavi- 

id ; 14 K 4 , dur 


Sermon our in the Text may be” ſervices 


Fiith triumpbant 


able towards the Regulation and 


and Senne of our Lives. ANON 


"Happineſs | is precarious; the Hazard he 


The two firſt Bendel of this Divifion 


being already diſpatch'd, 1 hal, without 
any ” Firthite Repetition or Tautology, 


haſten to the Di cufſion. of the OP! — 77 
maining. a . 


THIRDLY; Then 1 45 — 
the Motives and Inducements which rais d 
$0 Nes Faith to fuch an high Pitch 

nd theſe, as far as they are expreſs d, 
or intimated to us by the Apoftle, er 
be reduc d to the following | ones. 


Firf, The ſhort Enj yment of Sin. 
_ Secondly, The Af hd perſecuting 
_ © "Temper of the en Court. 
© Thirdly, The Promiſe of God to the 
e 


F ourthly, The Recompents of Reward. 
Firſt, The firſt Motive that rais'd 


| Moſes's Faith to that high Pitch, which 


has been deſcribd in my fore-going Diſ- 
courſe, was the Conſideration of the ſhort 
Enj joyment of Sin. This the Text is 
pleas d to call genf dninavew, an En- 
Joyment only for 'a ſhort and inconſide- 
Space N Time in this World, but 

ſuch as nad no manner of Claim to Dura- 
tion, or Proſpect of Futurity. For the 
Pays of a Sirmer are uncertain, and his 


runs 


1 TIT” ES 
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runs is great, and his future Loſs may Sermon 
prove irreparable. Our ſinful Pleaſures VIII. 
can at beſt reach no farther than the 


Continuance of human Life; and Life too 
is oſtentimes ſhortened and cut off by 
the Effects and Exceſſes of our Plea- 


ſures. The Adulterer brings Rottenneſs in- 


to his Bones, and the Drunkard Redneſs 
into his Eyes; the Harlot may be fir d 
with every wanton Embrace, and the 
Rioter encounter Death in every Street. 

But this is not yet the worſt of the 


Misfortune: For tho' Lite is ſhort; and 


Pleaſures may make it ſhorter, the Sinner 
has again: 7 of indenting with-Hap- 


pineſs even for this tranſitory State, or 


carrying his Enjoyments, in a full and 
* d Coun to the Grave. 
The Mer may bolt his Doors, and 
lock his Coffers, and ſurvey with the 
moſt watchful Eye his beloved Lands 
and Tenements; yet how can he be cer- 
tain. that Riches ſhall not ſteal from their 


Confinement, and mate themſelves Wings 


and fly away; or that Providence ſhall 


not thwart his griping Deſigns, and 


Thieves and Rollers ravage his Patri- 


ER „ ia eee 5 a9 
- 'The Epicure may have his Bill of Fare 
for every Seaſon, and ranſack all the Ele- 
ments for the Gratification of his Luxury; 


but who knows, ho his Health may be 
impaired; his Conſtitution broken, and 
his Appetite pall d by the Repetition of 


En Joyment £ 
25 The 
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Sermon The Courtier may pride himſelf in the 
VIII. Favour of his Prince, and an Intereſf in 
his Country, and lay mighty Schemes of 


rpetuating his Name, and eſtabliſhing 
Eis Family; but what little Accidents 
may throw him from the Top of Gran- 
deur, and ſtrip him of all his Glories in 
a Moment? Who, in this Caſe, can be 
a Stranger to the Fate of Haman and Se- 
janus © Wha can put from his Thoughts 


the pompous Cardinal of our o¾n Na- 


tion, or the  over=grown Favourites of 
MN States? Who can do other- 
wiſe than think of your Traitors and 


| — of your Syla's and Pym's, who, 


like Herod, were eaten up of Worms, whilſt 

they were Lording it in their Uſurpa- 
tions, and grew offenſive to their Friends 
by their low/ſey Diſtempers, before they 
could finiſh their Courſes, and reſign 
theilt Beatus. bn 

Great Men are always envied, and high 
Stations are precarious and ſlippery : Fame 


_ delights in 2 her Admirers, and For- 
tune plays 
ambitious and aſpiring. Sometimes the 


er ill- natur d Tricks with the 


Omiſſion of a Ceremony diſplaces a Cour- 
tier; at other Times the Artifice of a 
Rival hatches a Miſdemeanor, and pro- 
cures an Impeachment Sometimes the 
Humour of a Nation turns Tail upon the 
Politics of a Royal Favourite; at other 
Times the Death of his Sovereign de- 
livers him over to the Fury of his Suc- 
ceſſor. | N | 


OS 8 Thus 
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Thus have your Achitophels and Ma- Sermon 
rhiavels been treated, and your experi- VIII. 
enc' d Chancellors and Prime Minifters of WWW, 
State reduced to Infamy and Beggery: _ 
Your 3 has been ee and 
your ancient Families fallen into Decay; 
and the Lands which were called after 
their own Names, and the Dwelling-places 
which, were to endure. for ever, have moul- 
der d to Aſhes, or become the Poſſeſſions 
of New Favourites. r 
| This (my Brethren!) is the true State 
of Things in Relation to the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty of the ſinful Pleaſures of 
this World: And the Subſtance of the 
Argument may be drawn into the follow- 
ing Epitome. Since Life is ſhort, and the 


\# 


Y Enjoyments of Sin make it ſhorter ; ſince 
: our Pleaſures muſt of Neceſſity terminate 
1 with our Breath, and many Accidents 


prevent their laſting ſo long ; we cannot 
but applaud %s s Conduct, and think 
his Farth rightly actuated by the Conſide- 
ration of the momentary Enjoyment of 
Sin. For it is no great Wonder or No- 
velty to ſee little Minds carried away 
with Show, and vulgar Spirits immers d 
in Senſuality: But a Man of Moſes's ſe- 
vere Virtue and conſummate Wiſdom, 
muſt diſtinguiſh Pleaſures, and have a 
different Guſt and Reliſh of Enjoyments; 
and by the Aſſiſtance of Reaſon, and the 
Influence of Grace, look deeper than 
_ Earth, and higher than a Moment. 


Secondly, 
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Sermon Secondly, Another Incentive of Moſes" s 
VIII. Faith, was the cruel and ' perſecuting 
13 Temper of the gyptian Court, which 
this holy Man, could in no wiſe encou- 
rage, or keep Pace with. 
he Profits muſt be great which the 
 Zgyptians receivd from the conſtant 
Labour of the Hebrews; and the doub- 
ling of their Burthens at the preſent Jun- 
cture, by Order of the Government, and 
the Severity of their Task-maſters, muſt 
be a prodigious Addition to the Revenue 
of the Kingdom. Now for Moyes "1 not to 
fall in with the Meafures of the C 
and. aſſert to the higheſt Pitch'the Prero- 
ative of Phatoah,, was to act below the 
Dignity of the Royat Family, and to 
leflen the Crown which he was deſigned 
to wear. The Differences between the 
Egyptians and Hebrews were _ ſtrangely 
widend of late, and a King was now on 
the Throne, who had org gt 7 je ep, and 
hated his Poſterity itude of 
Strangers rals d Sal lo in the Natives, 
and the Encreaſe of their Subſtance was 
the Object of Envy, and an Inducement 
to Perſecution. Come let us dea wiſely 
Exod, i. 1. With. them, (ſays the politic Monarch, ). 
teft they multiply, and it come to paſs, that 
When there. fdlletÞ out. any War, they join 
_ alſo; unto our Enemies, and fight againſt Ws, 
and ſo get them up out of the” Land.” Ac» 
cordingly Fury was let looſe upon the 
People 0 "Gol. and Perſecution ſtalk d, 
with her drawn Sword thro' every Corner 


of 0 — Officer 
Was 
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was an Inquiſitor, and every Task-maſter Sermon 
an Executioner. Nothing was decreed VIII. 
at Court, but Fire and Faggot; nothing 8 
heard in the Country, but Plunder and 
Deſolation. O Moſes / Great was thy 

Faith in this Day of Adverſity! Won- 
derful thy Zeal, and ſurprizing thy Af- 
fection to Ay Brethren ! By meek and 

entle Nature could not juſtif the Po- 

itics of a beſotted Court, and ſtrike in 
with the Meaſures of a Blood-thirſty \ 
Miniftry. Honour and Conſcience o- 
bliged thee to confeſs thy Parentage, and 

artake in the Sufferings of thy Hebrew 
STII rather than add Alidtion to 
the 11 and act the Ty rant 15 the 
. People of God. 
1 Thirdly, The Promiſe of God to the 
L Jews was another Motive to raiſe and 
elevate Moſes's Faith to this high Pitch. 
4 Tho' a great many hundred Years had 
1 interven'd between the Covenant made 
C wit h Abraham, and the Slavery of the 
a T/raclites in Egypt ; yet Providence was 
8 neither unjuft or inſolvent, neither forget- 
* ful of the Obligation, or defective in the 
» Performance. For God was faithful who X25: 
had promis'd; and Moſes in Strength of 
theſe Promiſes, feared not the Wrath of the xi. 27. 


" King of Egypt, but was conſtant and en- 
> during, as ſeeing him that is inviſible. Had 
oj | Mos depended' upon the Honour of 
* Pharoah, and preſum'd by his own per- 
MX þ ſonal Tntereſt to effect the Deliverance of 
Mg his Brethren ; he would have quickly 
1 found himſelf balk d in his Expeckations, 
LH 42 an 
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Faith triumpbant . 
and miſerably impos d upon by the Craft 
of the Egyptians. For the Aſter-Shuffles 
and Evaſions of Pharoah, his Grants and 
Reſumptions, his Orders for the March, 
and Counter-Orders for the Stay of the 
T/fraclites, ſhew us what Confidence. there 


15 to be put in the Words of ſome Prin- 
ces, and what Reliance on the extorted 


Num. xxill. 
19. 


Promiſes and courtly Vows of their hun- 
ory Officers. | 22 
| Well then might Faith make a Stand, 
and look about her; ſummon in her Cou- 
rage, and try her Intereſt with another 
Monarch: Well might ſhe raiſe her 
Head, and extend her Expectations; 
take a larger Compaſs and an higher 
View; and by contemplating the Proper- 
ties and Perfections of the Godhead ſee 
where to caſt the Anchor of her Hope, 
and upon what ſure Footing to expect 
Aſſiſtance. For God is not a Man, that 
be ſbould lie, neither the Son of Man, that 
he ſhould repent. Hath he ſaid, and ſball 
he not do it © Or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall 


He not make it good? His Mercy allures 
the Creatures to Obedience, and his Ju- - 


Joh. xx. 27. 


t Pet. v. 7. 


ſtice declares upon what Terms they 


ſtand with their Maker: His Veracity 
is the Hinge of our Hopes and Fears, and 
his Immutability the Prop of our Con- 
ſtancy and Perſeverance. Oh ! then be 


LR but believing : Let your Ex- 


pectation riſe /ike the high Mountains, and 
your Confidence in God be as impene- 
trable as the Rocks, Caſt your Care upon 
him that gareth for you, and in all your 

| Diſtreſſeß 


F< 


over the Glories of this World. 143 
Diſtreſſes have an Eye to that Being, Sermon 
with whom is »o Variableneſs, or Shadow VIII. 
of turning. hd ned 

Fourthly, The laſt and principal Thing 14 * 47. 
which might invigorate the Faith of 
Moſes, was, that Recompence of Reward 
which he had Reſpect unto. 

This Paſſage has given Birth to two Wilkin's 
excellent Diſcourſes in our own Lan- South . 4 
guage, and has been ſtrenuouſly and ſuc- 
ceſstully argued againſt thoſe, who up- 
on ſome ſpeculative and high-flown No- 
tions of the Love of God, and a falſe In- 

8 terpretation of that common Aphoriſm, 

Virtue is its own Reward, have unwarily aſ- 
ſerted, that to have our Worſhip deter- 

mind by a Proſpect of Reward, is a 

% mercenary and tlaviſh Principle, and an 

« Indulgence only allow'd to weak Be- 

© lievers; but that the compleat Chri- 

« ſtian commences his Obedience entire- 

« ly upon the Love of Duty it ſelf, 

« abſtracted from all Regard to any fol- 

« lowing Advantages whatſoever. 

J have not now Time to enter upon 

this Controverſy, or Abilities to add any 

Thing after 25 maſterly Pens: To 

tranſcribe their Works would be Preſum- 

ption, and to mangle em would be Folly. 

f ſhall therefore take the Words in their 

obvious and literal Signification, and 
from the Arguments alle gd by the fore- 

mention'd Perſons, ſuppoſe Moſes, A 

TO eig Tv f dug lan, to have his Eye 

fix'd upon the Heavenly Mark, and his 

Faith actuated by the Proſpect of Focus 
| ture 
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144 Faith triumphant _ 
Sermon future Advantage. He knew that Suc# 


bounteous God would repay his Suffer- 
ings. The Maſter whom he ſerved was 


in a better Capacity to promote him 


than all the Potentates of Earth poſſibly 
could be, and Religion had inſtructed 
him how to wait his Leiſure, and depend 


upon his Veracity. The Reward which 


was allotted him was both temporal and 
cternal, and ſo muſt infinitely oyer=ba- 
lance what was only for a ſhort Duration 


in this World. The temporal Reward 
was to commence in the future Enjoy- 


ment of the Land of Canaan, which was 
romis'd to Abraham ſeveral hundred 
/ ears ago, and was now ſpeedily to be 
aſſigned over to his Poſterity : The eter- 


nal Reward was to ſucceed the Death of 


Moſes, and to be conferrd upon him in 
Heaven; where he was to be adorn'd 
- with a Crown of greater Value than that 
of Egypt; where he was to be adopted 
Into the Family of the Almighty, a far 
more honourable Relation than that of 
 DPharoab's Daughter; where he was to en- 
/  - Joy the Preſence of all his renowned An- 
1 ceſtors of the Jewiſh Nation, and to /it 
down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in 
the Kingdom of God. 1 
This, and a great Deal more than 
Words are able to expreſs, or Thought is 
capable of conceiving, Was to be the Re- 
compence of his Reward ; and it was cer- 
tainly S8 and noble enough to van- 
quiſh the Allurements and Temptations 


- 
* 


. of 


VIII. ceſs would crown his Labours, and a 


| Life. . 
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over the Glories of this World. 


the ſeveral Inſtances of Moſes's Behaviour 
in the Text, may be ſerviceable towards 
the Regulation and Government of our 
Lives. | | 2 
Altho' the Example of Moſes is al- 
ledged by the Apoſtle to fortify the 
primitive Chriſtians againſt ſome impen- 

ing Dangers which they were at pre- 


ſent threatned with, and the Peace of 
the Church was after ſome Centuries fo 


wiſely ſettled, that the Faithful had little 


Experience of Perſecution 3 yet foraſ- 


much till as 'Temptations are eſſential to 
this uncertain State of Life, and ever 
one in his private Capacity meets wit 
ſome Croſſes and Diſappointments; we 
have Reaſon to N that the hiſto- 
rical Arguments of Scripture were not 


| only calculated for the primitive Times, 


but are alſo written for our Admonition 


pn and our Minds are uneaſy ; our 
aith has Need of a Spur, and our Pa- 
tience requires a Support; and if the 


Example of Moſes can be any ways fſer- | 


viceable to us, Wwe ought to make a 
due Application of it to the ſeveral 
Parts both of an activs and paſſive 


* 


143 
of Sin, and provoke his Diſdain and Sermon 
Ayerſion to earthly Grandeur. VIII. 


8 whom the Ends of the World are come. 11. 
r 


Circumſtances are oftentimes per- 
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N this World as Servants Af 


Hh triumpbant 


We are to conſider 1 E. at it 
abou rers; 


YI and under an indiſpenſable Oo e of 


YE 


r orining ſeveral Duties, boi 

and their Neighbour. During the Time 
of their Fee they ate permitted the 

Liberty of acquiring and enjoying mY 
Convenienctes and Pleaſures of 
far as they are conſiſtent with Ration, 
and neceffary for the 'Strengthning an ard 
Support of Na in the Exerciſe of 
her 7 0 Functions. 

But here Corruption too often g ets the 
Aſcendant, and the Uſe of the Creature 
is turn d into Luxury and Wantonneſs. 
Riches are apt to dazzle the Eyes, and 
Pleaſure to enſnare the Heart; Afflu- 
ence and Superfluity are eftcem'd the 
neceſſary Supports of ſome Titles; Ex- 
action, and 6 ppreſſion, the honourable 
Perquiſites of 91757 Stations. 

But to reſtrain theſe Exorbitances, and 
reduce Things to their firſt Inſtitution, 
we may from Moſes's Behaviour in the 
midſt of Greatneſs and Pleafure, learn 


the following Things for the Manage- 


ment of our ſelves. 


Firſt, For how oY Time and — 5 


what Reſtraints, we ma ay hold a 
Plentiful F ortuni, and an _ Sta- 
tion. | 

" "$:condly, Not to court thoſe "Honours 

and Preferments, which can't be ob- 

„ - tuned. b juſt, Actions, and kept 
2 with a ale Conſcience. 

Wyriraly, 


to God 


oder the Glorie of this World, 


* 


* Ind People of ele. 


Fi, Then the Example of Moſes 
may teach us for how long Time, and' 
under what , Reſtraints, we may hold a 
penny Fortune atid an high Station. 


or we don't find that Moſs, out of any 


Sullenneſs of W or Averſion to Ho- 
* 


nour, diſrepected the Princeſs which pres 
ſer wd his Life, or fell foul upon the 
Court which advanced his Fortunes; but 


he continued in Favour, and maintained 
his Station till the goth Year of his Age: 


And from hence we may learn that Greats 
nels and Honour are not in Gn 
criminal, neither is there any Poſt whic 
God of Man has orflain'd, bat 'inay "vg 
lawtully accepted of, as long as it can be 
holden with Innocence, or executed with 
Honour, It is our covetous Deſires, our 
tyrannical Abuſes, and our vain Confi- 
dence in carthly Things, that turn them 
to Snares and Curſes to us. In the Caſes 
of Wealth and Grandeur therefore, we 


muſt be beware of "Temptations, ” and 


guard againſt Exceſſes. For Power was 
not deſigned to oppreſs, nor Pleaſure to 


enervatẽ: Bread was given to /trengrben 


the Heart, but not to ſurfeit the Stomach 3 
Wine to chear the Countenance, but not ins 
toxicate the Head : Variety may adorn 
the Table, and A heighten the En⸗ 


ö p tertain⸗ 


th 117 
"Thirdly, To uſe all the Power and In- Sexm 
"tereſt, which, our Stations intitle'us VII 


* * 
ef 


ten tor the Support of the Church ve 


77-3 


Sermon terta! 


+», Faith triumphant 
nment, but Plenty muſt. not tranſ- 


VIII. form Men into Brutes, nor Mirth ren- 
VV der them Buffoons and Mad-men. But, 


Secondly, A greater Uſe of the Example 
of Moſes is to teach us not to court thoſe 
Honours and Preferments, which can't be 
obtain d by juſt Actions, or kept with a 
ſafe Conſcience. Tay 


This Advice may be. of admirable Uſe 


both to Court and Country, and may prove 
ſerviceable as well in the Cabinet and Camp, 
as at the Bar and in the Pulpit. For in 


all Matters of Church and State, the 


Welfare of Religion ſhould direct the 
Divine, and the Preſervation of the Con- 
ſtitution influence the Stateſman. Who- 
ever acts upon different Views, and 
would advance his. Intereſt by contrary 
Practices, will find Diſquietude and Re- 
morſe in his preſent Advancement, and 
Shame and Confuſion in his future State. 
For it is not the Splendour and Income 
of a Place which can article for Content- 
ment, or purchaſe Happineſs. - It is not 
ſumptuous Fare and ſoft Lodging, full 
Bags and a numerous Attendance, which 
can ſtop the Mouth of the Accuſer with- 
in, or quell the Uproar of a diſtracted 
Mind. If Men owe their Riches to 
their Vices, or have ſacrificed their Con- 
ſcience to.the Advancement of Honour, 
you may as eaſily appeaſe the Raging of 
the gs Deep, and command the Winds 
and: Tempeſts to ceaſe, as to introduce 
a Calm into their guilty Breaſts, or ſettle 


Repoſe 


— -anS > oa fd 4zwoeaco 
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Throne, and then to compleat her Vil- 
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Repoſe in their raving Souls. The be- Sermon 
traying of the Faith will make the Lawn VIII. 
fit uncaſy upon the Loins of the Prelate, www 
and the perverting of Juſtice will turn 
the Scarlet of the Fudge into Sackcloth : 

The felling or - impoveriſhing of his | 
Country will occaſion weariſome Days | 
and frightful Nights to the Stateſman ; | 
and Murder. and Devaſtation will force 
the Crown to totter on the Head, and 
the Scepter to tremble in the Hand of 
„ He I TR 
What ſhall we ſay then to your Parri- 
cides and Robbers; to thoſe who gain by 
their Exaction, and purchaſe their Ho- 
WED ner 7 nt DIRE: 
What ſhall we ſay of that Roman Prin- ua, 
ceſs, who murdered her Husband to ma 
her Brother-in-Law, and aſſaſſinated her 
Father to advance her Husband to the 


mn 
f 
| 
1 
f 
1 
I 
1 


lanies, (ut pirum Regem ſulutaret, ſuper gor Ib. 1. 
cruentum patrem, vedta carpento, confler= c. 7. 
natos equos egit,) that ſhe might carry 
her Spouſe, with the more Speed, the 
News of his Kingdom, ſhe drove her 
Chariot Tn the Cor I her W 
weltring in Blood, and almoſt gaſpin 
for Breath ? ee * i 
What ſhall we ſay, moreover, of that 
Monſter, who waded to a perpetual Di#a= 
torſbip by the Proſcription of ſo many 
noble Citizens of Rowe 


L 3 What 


150 


Faith triumphant - . 


Sermon 1 of that m e ſucceſsful he 


3 * And + in Tike Manner, 


* SA who Seen IT EY 175 


As Nele In, 15 
ble both upon our 
che Riz ights for. the 

and f his Fa- 


— 
TM be Fouad of Empite 3 is to be 
JT's in Blood, and the Continyance of 
Grandeur to be fu pported by "Cruelty, 
= did well to retire from the Court, 
to relin quiſh, his Pretenſions. to a 


lower Stations can't make their H 
and their Conſcience unite, but muſt fuf⸗ 
725 new and diſgraceful Articles to be 
U to their "Offices, and ſecret, Ser- 
= es made the Co ndition of their Pro- 
5 then the Tenure is Precarious, 
the Compliance criminal; ; . to. retire 


= Prudence, and to be diſgrac d is ho- 


nohr able. Int: 

| rely, I am to ſee what Influence the 

Example of Moſes ought to have u 
Powe 


thoſe in high Stations 8. to uſe their 


er and Intereſt for the Support of the 
Church and People of God. . 
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mament, who ' rejoices as 4 


over the Glovies of this World. 
The whole Hiſtory 


corded in the Book 
ced upon in this Chapter, do 2 
demofitrate "that it Was 85 Wet nci 
Aim, both by Solicitations and Meflages, 
55 1 and ttendance, to RR | 
the Deliverance of his eriflayed Brethren, 
Kings are deſigned by their Office for 
-,£ Fathers, and Bueens for mur/ong Mo- 
thers of the Church, and all their fubor- 
dinate Officers are delegated to exerciſe 
the ſame paternal Juriſdiction: The Go 
vernment of Princes upon Earth reſem- 
bling in this Reſpect t je Sun in the Fir- 
Giam to run 
bis daily Courſe, that he may cheriſh and 
enliven the lower World, and then com- 
municates ſome Share of his Rays and 
Influence to the Moon and Stars who 
rule in his Abſence. 

given for the De- 


Power was never 


firuion, but the Edification of the Com- 


munity; and wo be to them that pervert 
the Detign of the Donor, and glory in 
the Overthrow aud Oppreſſion of In- 


nocence. The People of God have a 


more than ordinary Right to the Prote- 
ction of his Vice-gerents, and their _— 


ſons are oftentimes contemptible, and 


their Circumſtances deplorable, to iry | 


the Virtues, and influence the Compa: 


Gon of their e 


. 4 What 


of N. 268 nego- 8 
ciating and e 4 1 bt, Me. 2 'VITE* 
xod4us, and glan- SY 


\ 


152 "Faith ehh ku, 0 . 


Sermon What our Saviour ſays to his Diſ- 
VIII. ciples in Relation to their Stations and 
Authority in the Church, is of equal 
| 3 Truth in Reference to all Perſons in their 
Civil Capacities: : Ye are the Light of the 
Vat mond; take Heed that the Light which 
 Lukexi-35. 1 in you be not Darkneſs. For you 
have no Commiſſion to * your Candle 
under a Bed, or in Buſbel; but to com- 
municate the Heat, 'and 1d fee the gra- 

cious Influence to all that are within the 
8 Phere of your acting. Amen. 3 


Now to G od, the Father, 7 the Son, | 
Ra hs eee. 
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Be careful for Nothing : But in every 


Thing by Prayer and Supplication 


with Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts 


be made known umo God, 


X Torrithfanding the 'Orth6doxy Sermon 
Þ of our Principles, and our great IX. 


Zeal for the Honour of our 


God, and the Proſperity of his Church; 


we may be ſtill deficient in our Practice 


and wanting in ſome of the moſt neceſ- 


ſary and fundamental Points of the Chri- 


ſian Religion. The moſt exalted Faith 


is 


The Nature of Carefulneſs, 
on is dead without good Works; the Devos 
tion of a Saint is of no Prevalence with= 


out a moral Lite, nor the Acknowledg- 


ment of Providence conſiſtent with a valn 
Confidence in our ſelves. "Fug 
What an Happineſs, therefore, would 
it be for Men not to ſeparate thoſe Du- 
ties which ſhine moſt beautitully in Con- 
Junction! nor to reſt in the bare outward 
Profeſſion of ſome doctrinal Points, with- 
out a more particular and vigorous Ap- 
plication of them towards the Conduct 
and influencing gf their own Agiqns. © | 
'There is no one Thing which God 
and his Prophets under the Old Teſtament, 
and our Saviour and his Apoſtles under 
the New, dv more frequently inculcate, 
and more earneſtly endeavour to impreſs 
upon the Minds of Men, than the Super- 
and Inſpection of a ſuperior Bejpg: And 
yet the Generality of Mankind (who pro- 
teſs the Belief of a Deity) entertain fach 
looſe and .unworthy Notions of his go- 
verning the World, that they aſcribe too 
much to Chance and Fortune, or arro- 
gate infinitely more than is due to their 
own ſelves. Hence it is, that thoſe who 
' go down to the Sea in whips, occupy 
| hob Haag in great Waters, iT rather 
. impute a fortunate; Voyage and rich Mer- 
chandiſe to their Skill and Experience in 
naval Affairs, than to that over-ruling 
Power which influences the Winds, and 
calms the Sea, and with an even Hand 
ſteers: the Pilot o the Haven whither he 
88 i hae: . 


or ©” I 
S 
25 * 


fated and appliodld. 255 
would go. The ambitious Man thinks Ho- Sermon 
nour to be the Purchaſe of his o] IX. 
Worth and Virtue, and the Politician, 
would have the Management of King- 
doms and Empires to be the Effects of 
his peculiar Inſight into Men and Buſi- 

eſs... The Heroe glories in an Arm of 
Fleſh, and fancies that the Laurels which 


adorn his Brows, are the 'due Reward of 
his perſonal Valour and Conduct. The 
covetous Man is enamour'd with "Thrift, 
and doats upon Uſury, and thinks no 
Body can be poor and unfortunate, but 
he who wants an Head to contrive, and an 
Hand to manage the Opportunities of 


Wild ©; | 
But in all theſe Inſtances, there is a 
manifeſt Diſtruſt of Providence, as well 
as too conceited an Opinion of our own 
Abilities; and if Men would be wiſe 

any, good Purpoſes, and act upon ſuch 
Principles as Would, in all Probability, 


* the moſt laſting Effects, hey 


ould rely more upon a yt, and le 
upon ſecon Caſes, and impute the Gl 
and Honour of every Entetprize to Goc 
and take the Shame and Difgrace af eve- 
ry Diſappointment to their on ſelves. 
F or it 18 the Almighty Arm alone which 
can actuate and invigorate human"Meang, 
and without his divine Aſſiſtance the 
beſt=concerted Meaſures will balk our 
Expectations, and the moſt deep-laid 


E will fail of their deſired 
8. al T4 RS | ; | 
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I The Nature of Carefulneſs, 
Sermon What we have, therefore, principally 
IX. to do, is by Prayer and Supplication to 
pry w 808 fbr the Almighty on our Side, and 

to depend entirely upon his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs for the happy Event and 
Proſperity of Things. wb Po tt 
As to our own Parts, we are only to 
look upon our ſelves as Inſtruments in 
the Hands of Providence, and not to 
preſume upon our own perſonal Strength 
and Ability, without the divine Aid and 
Concurrence. _ 3 
And then, as for the Things of this 
World (which we are generally ſo eager 
and intent upon) we muſt conſider the 
Defign of their Creation, the Shortneſs 
of their Duration, and the Uſes which 
they are made for; and from hence learn 
to curb our Paſſions, and moderate our 
Deſires, and in all our Diſtreſſes and 
worldly Encumbrances to refer our Caſe 
ſolely to that infinite Wiſdom, which 
knows what is better for us than we poſs 
ſibly can do for our ſelves, and to ap- 
plaud that unſearchable Goodneſs which 
may either beftow or ſuſpend, Favours upon 
ſuch Grounds and Motives, as we are 
not capable at preſent of looking into. 
Be careful for Nothing But in ever 
Thing by Prayer and Supplication wit 
Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts be made 
known unto G]. TOTS. 


E 


From the Words I propoſe to dif- 
' courſe of 'T'wo Things. nen 


ä FIRST, 


E ²A f tal ad to 


-0 B 


* 


* 


8 Naated and applied. 4 
| * Sermon 
FI RST, A Prohibition againſt Care IX. 
and Solicitude for the Things of AX 
this World; Be careful for Nothing. 


"SECONDLY, An Application to 
be made to a ſuperior Power, in 
all our Difficulties, Wants, and Af 
fllictions; In every Thing by Prayer 
and Supplication with Thankſgiving, 


5 G your Requeſts be wade known unto 
God. 


The former of theſe Heads will take 
up the greateſt Part of that Time 


Which is commonly allotted for Diſcour- 


ſes of this Nature, and the latter ſhall 
be only briefly inſiſted upon, by way of 
Inference and Deduction from what has 
been before treated of. | 


FIRST, Here is a Pechibitioa! a- 


gainſt Care and Solicitude for the Things 
of this World; Be careful for Nothing. 


And for the due ſtating of this Point, 
we muſt ſee to what Inftances this Pro- | 
hibition does not extend, 28 well as to 
what it does. 


Firſt, It does not N to a lawful 
And honeſt Calling. 

Secondly, It does not extend to the 
Diſcouragement of Labour and In- 

Auſtity in this Calling. | 
T birdly, It does not extend to the Diſ- 
countenance of T my and Frugality. 
Furthh, 


\ 


158 The Nature of Carefulneſs, 
Sermon _ Fourthly It does not extend to a pru- 
AS. ©. dent Proviſion for our reſpective Fa- 


. Firſt, The In junction in the Text a- 
inſt C 
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Tr us from putting our ſelves into an 
honeſt Calling or Profeſſion, by the Exer- 
ciſe of which we may procure a Sub- 
ſiſtence or Maintenance in this World. 
As God has introduced us upon Earth 
to inhabit and dwell there for a certain 
limited Time; fo it is reaſonable to con- 
clude that all Things which are condy- 
cive to the End of good Living, and 
which are no Ways prohibited by our 
Lord and Maker, are not only /awfw, 


tate of Pilgrimage and Imperfection. 
For as the ſeveral Parts of the natural 
Body have their diſtinct Offices and Fun- 
ctions, and every Limb contributes ſome- 
thing towards the Support of the Whole; 
ſo the Occupations and Employments o 


Benefit of Mankind, and every manual 
and liberal Art advances the Good of 
the Community, and adminiſters to the 
Subſiſtence of the private Artificer. Na- 
ture and Providence put the firſt Man 
upon Tilling tbe Earth and ſubduing it, and 
the Conveniences and Neceſſities of Lite 
obliged the ſucceeding Generations to 
build Towns, R axgxd Vineyards, and wall in 
Cities. In Progreſs of Time, we find 
Acts increaſing as the World grew more 
4 populouy 
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arefulneſs, is har r to hin- 
* 


bot expedient and neceſſary for us in this 


this World are ordained for the mutual 


— 


** 


* 


. 


*> fled ond ph 


#d failing into diſtant P = Traffic arid 
3 with foreign ! 
ound requiſite and advantageous for the 
Suppott and Credit 6f our hative Coun- 
try. 'The ſame Intercourſe and Corres 


| ſpotidence, the ſame Diſtinction and Va- 
ricty of Offices are neceffary to be main- 


tain'd in our ay There are ſome 
Perſorjs who employ their Time in the 
difficult and laborious Exerciſes of the 
Brain; and endeavour to : urſue Know- 
ledge thro all her myſterious and intri- 
cate Windings and Labyrinths. There 


are Orhert who glory i the Goad, and keel 
give their Mind to making 4 Furroms : Xxxviil 2 
h 


whoſe Talk is F Husbandry 
and whoſe Ears are accuſtom'd to the 
Bleating of Sheep, aul the Lowing of Oxen. 
Every © 

Night and Day; au they tbut cut ant 
grave Seals, are diligent to make greut Va. 
riety, and give themſelves th "counterfeit 


f 


ations, ' were \ 


5 Bullocks, 0. 


1% 


IX. 


26, 27, 2 


arpenter and Work=mafter laboureth 


Imagery, and watch to finiſh a Mork. The 


Potter faſbioneth the Clay with his Arm, 
and buweth down bis Strength before his 


Feet. The Smith ſiteth zy 'the Anvil, and 


\ 


- 


* 


conſidereth the Tron Work + The. Vapour 
the Fire 1 bis Fleſb, an be fig niet 
with the Heat of the Furnace - The Noiſe 
of the Hammer and the Audil is ever in his 
Ears, and his Eyes look ſtill upon the Pat- 
zern of the Thing that he maketh; be fe 


bis Mind to fn bis Work, and warchitb 
/ | 


to poliſh it por fecty. 
3 75 Now 


pulous and indigent, and then Travel Sermon 


v. 
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16d The Nature of Carefulneſ, 


Sermon Now theſe and ſuch like manual Occu» = 


pations muſt be practis d in the World, 


aud the Preſervation and Happineſs of 


Ecclus. 


Societies do, in a great Meaſure, 1 


upon the Toils and Drudgery of the 


common People. The ſeveral Mecha- 


nics here mentioned may not, perhaps, be 


qualified for Politicians and Generals, and 
would make but an odd Appearance at 
the Bar, or in the Pulpit; but their Care, 
in a lower Station, is laudable, and their 


Labours are abſolutely uſeful for the 


Good of Mankind. J hey ſball not (ſays 


Xxxvil. 32, the Son of Sirach) be ſought for in public 
33» 3% Council, nor fit high in the Congregation : 


They. ſhall not. fit in the Judges Seat, nor 


underſtaud the Sentence 0 bn : They 


cannot declare Fuſtice and Judgment, and 
they ſball not be found where Parables are 


ſpoken. But their Deſire is in the Work of 


their Craft, and they ſball maintain the 
State of the World : Without theſe cannot a 
City be inhabited, nor the Credit of a Na- 
tion ſupported. And this bring me 

. Secondly, Lo ſhew more particularly, 


| how the purſuing of the proper Buſineſs 


of our lawful. Calling does not come un- 
der the Prohibition in the Text of be- 
ing careful for Nothing. FÞ 

It has been always a Rule amongſt 


Commentators, ſo to explain and interpret 


one Text of Scripture, that it may not 


claſh and interfere with another; and 
upon this Principle, the general Precept 


in the Text about Carefulneſs . muſt have 


its particular Reſtriction, or elſe it will 
| flatly 


. 


© flated and applied. 1861 


flatly contradict all thoſe Exhortations Sermon 


to Indiftry and Labour, which we com- IX. 
monly meet with amongſt inſpir'd Wri- www 


#4 i& -Þ j 


ers. 


Sol j 20 hardly finds out any ſingle Prov. vi. 6. 


5 e | - ki | - Cc EX 
Virtue throughout all his extenſive Know- A 5. e. 18. 


ledge and Experience of the World, up- !! 24 27 
on which he beſtows a greater 1 
mium than he does upon Diligence, not 30, 31, &c. 
any Vice upon which he more pflenti- 
fully vents his Satyr, than Syoath ald 
„ e 
St. Paul provokes the ſeveral Churches, 
to whom he addreſſes his Epiſtles, to be 
diligent and laborious, from his own Ex- 
ample: You, your ſelbes know, that theſe Ads xx. 
Hants have miniſtred unto my Neceſſities, 3% 353 
and to them that were with me. have 
fhewed you all Things, how that ſo labour- 
ing, ye bug ht to ſupport the Weak, and to 
remember the Words” of the Lord Teſus, 
how he ſaid, it is more bleſſed to give than 
. FED. „ 
From theſe Paſſages it appears, that 
Indufiry and Labour are ſo neceflary to 
our Subſiſtence in this World, that unleſs 
we uſe theſe Means as Inſtruments or- 
dained by God to convey his Bleſſings to 
Mankind, we are not to expect any Fa- 
your or Aſſiſtance from Providence. 

Thirdly, A-kin to this Argument, is 
that of Thrift, which we are ſo much 
exhorted to in Seripture, that we cannot 
ſuppoſe the Prohibition againſt Careful- 
155 ſhould vacate our Obligation to this 
Duty. e | 


NM I know 
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The Nature of Carefulneſt, 
I know Thrift is a good Name to ex- 
cuſe one of the worſt of Vices, and 
that the covetous Man and Extortioner do 
oftentimes borrow the ſanGified Mask 
and Diſguiſe of it, to patronize their 


Sordidneſs and Exaction under: But by 


_£ Thrift, I mean ſuch a prudent Manage- 
„ ment of that Income and Revenue 


« which. Providence has beſtow'd; upon 
our honeſt Endeayours and faithful 
„Prayers, as to avoid Prodigality on the 


c one Hand, and Covetouineſs on the 


„ other.” And this Thriftineſs is not 


only a Thing barely lawful, or of ſuch 
an indifferent Nature, that it may be 


purſued or omitted at Pleaſure; but it 
is a Virtue of the ſtricteſt Obligation, 
and the Neglect of it attended with the 


moſt 1 Conſequences: For with- 


are 


ſential and diſtingui 


is Providence of Frugality, it is 
impoſlible for us to be eminent in our 
Holy Profeſſion, or perform the moſt eſ- 

ding Duties of Chri- 


ſtianity. If Men were luxurious, prodi- 
gal, or Sluggards, what would quickly 


become of, thoſe Eſtates which their pru- 


dent Anceſtors have raiſed, and what 
competent Meaſures would be left for 
the Diſcharge of Hoſpitality, Beneficence, 


and Charity ? 'The World would be all 


Vagabonds and Beggars, and inſtead of 


. others 


long ſupporting or relieving: one an- 
Neceſſities Men muſt contentedly 


lie down at laſt under the Burden, and 
EEE 


It 


** 
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Ie is not therefore to be ſuppos d that Serman 
an honeſt Thrift or Frugality is any Ways IX. 


included under that ſinful Care, Which is \ 


forbidden dy St. Paul in the Text. < 
Res now 5 156 5 RIES Naa 


PFPourthly, Is the Proviſion for our Chil- 


dren out of thoſe reſpective Revenues 
which God has been pleaſed to allow us, 
nor the leſſening of our Expences accor- 
ding to the Numerouſneſs of our Fami- 
lies, at all concerned or affected by 'this 
„ e oo Sg 
Me are not to fret and murmur, be- 
cauſe Things do not ſucceed according 
to our Defires and Expectations; neither 
are we to think that we have nothing 
elſe to do, but to riſe early, aud ſit up 
late, and eat the Bread of Carefulneſs, that 
we may ennoble our Families, and make 
our Children great and wealthy: Bur till 
we are to take all legal Opportunities of 
advancing our ſelves, and improving our 
Cireumſtances for the Sake of thoſe 
vhom we have brought into this World; 
and if any Man by Sloth or Idleneſs 
neglects the happy functures of encrea- 


ſing his Subſtance, or by Riot and Drun- 


- kenneſs waſtes his Patrimony or Inheritance, 
ſuch an One is unworthy of the Name 
of a Father, and is no better than a 
Tpiek and a Robber to his Family. 
©" What St. Paw particularly aſſerts in re- 
lation to Widows may well be extended 


to other Relations, and concludes with a 


violent Force againſt ſuch Parents as neg- 


lect their Children : M any one provides 1 rim. v. l. 
3 EE, A 
: Js 7 
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164 The Nature of Careflneſs, 
14 Sermon not for his own, and eſpecially thoſe of his 
|| 3 IX. own Houſe, he hath denied the Faith, and 
| | s worſe than an Infidel. = But, 
I: - - Secondly, As I have confidered ' wha 
1 Care is lauful, fo am I to point out to you 
[| what Care is ſinful; and by Conſequence 


in the Text, as well as other Prohibitions 
inn oo t6 5 mich wot ann 

Firſt, If we conſult the Original, we 
ſhall ind the Word to be pepwdrs: which 
the Grammarians derive from a Theme 
which ſignifies to divide; and ſo the Care 
forbidden in the Text is that dividing, 
diſtracting, and anxious Care, which hur- 
ries and toſſes the Mind to one Side and 
the other, and keeps it, ike the troubled 
Sea, in a perpetual Foam and Agitation. 
This Care unlooſes our Hold from Provi- 

dence, puſhes the Soul from her Centre 
of Reſt, and ſhakes the Foundations of 
all Religion and Piety. No Man can 


does but reflect upon that Patience, Hu- 
mility, Calmneſs, and Reſignation, which 
by the Terms of the Goſpel we are un- 
der ſuch an indiſpenſable Obligation to 
know and practice. For how can we, 
in the midſt of theſe Perplexities or Di- 
ſtractions, be ſfedfaſt and unmoveable in 
Adverſity? Nay, how can we receive 
the Gales of Proſperity, without ſome 
ungodly Jealouſies and Suſpicions? Or, 
how can we enjoy any Portion of preſent 
Happineſs, without a Diffidence and Miſ- 


= 1 


inconſiſtent with the Doctrine of St. au! 


doubt of the Sinfulneſs of this Care, Who 


+ M_ -» —_ A — =. 3 „ ©, 2 4A is ac I a 


truſt of future Evils and Contingencies ? | 


*. > FOR — ” - 
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"1 Rated. and applied. 865 


4 Anxious Care will be always uppermoſt Sermon 
4 in our Thoughts, will always mingle it IX. 
+ ſelf with our private Concerns, and ſub= . 
it ject us to that Fear which betrays the wig. xvii. 
- Succours of Reafon, and undermines the 12. 

e Foundations of Providence. | 

ul _ Secondly, Another Care which is ſinful, 

NS is that which engroſſes too much of our 

a Time, and intrenches upon more neceſ- 

ve ſary and important Duties. N41 

-h 5 ay this - arth 1 never intended for 

ne the fix'd Place of our perpetual Abode, 

e ſo all Expence of ——— well as Solici- 

5 tude of Mind for the fading Convenien» 

- cies of Life, is inconſiſtent with the De- 

ad 7 of our Creation, and the Shortneſs 

ed of our Pilgrimage with Dutt and Athes. 

wy This World was made to exerciſe and 

vi- diſcipline us for another, and all the En- 

tre joyments of it are but for the Support 

of and Maintenance of our preſent Beings 
an in Subordination to a future and better 
ho State. We are fed, and cloathed, and pro- 
Tu= refed here, that we may work the Work 
ich of him that ſent us, and proceed in the 
m- ſeveral Duties of Religion with Vigour 

to and Sincerity: But when we are too in- 
we; tent upon the Conveniencies of our Ac- 
Di- commodations, and neglect the principal 

in Concerns of our Embaſſy, we thametully- 
ive miſapply our Time, and our Care degene- 
me rates into fooliſh- Sordidneſs, and de- 
Or, teſtable Ingratitude. e HOI 
ent Thirdly, That Care is ſinful, which 
fiſ- places too much i» our own ſelves, and 
es? elies upon our perſonal Abilities for the 
Ki- N M. 3 Ac. 


— 
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166 The Nature of Carefulneſs, 
Sermon Accompliſhment' of any Deſigns. For 
IX. fince Man is in his own: Nature a weak 
WV and indigent Creature, aud not able of 
himſelf to help himſelf, but all his Strength 
and Sufficiency is from a ſuperior Agent, 
it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe that human 
Wiſdom and Fore-caſt ſhould effect any 
Thing without the Permiſſion and Con- 
currence of the Almighty. As we are 
Inſtruments in the Hands of Providence, 
we are bound (as I obſerved before) to 
proceed in thoſe Ways which his Good- 
neſs has preſcrib d us: But to think that 
our Care ſhould be the efficient Cauſe of 
any worldly Proſperity, is an atheiſtical 
Opinion, and highly derogatory to all 
the Chriſtian Notions of a God and his 
Providence. 60. api ind] alt 
Fourthly, That Care is ſinful which is 
attended with immoderate Deſires For 
we are to ſuffer every one to have a 
free Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of what 
he has a lawtul Title to, and not to plot 
or contrive how to encroach upon his 
Patrimony, purloin his Goods, or filch 
away his Vineyard. But there is the 
leſs Occaſion to expoſe this inordinate 
Care, becauſe it. is ſo contrary. to the 
Rules of common Juſtice. and Honeſty, 
and ſo nearly allied to that Covetouſ- 
neſs and Exaction, which the Laws of 


Nature as well as Religion, deteſt and 
abominate. %. 
_- Fifthly, That Care is finful, which oc- 
caſions any Di/content. or Murmuring upon 
any bad Succeſs and Diſappointment in 


| Remonſtrances, we muſt expect to cii- 


laid upon our Fore-fathers Backs. F wwe 1 Cor. . s, 


ſinful which excludes the good Providence 


9 


 flated and applied. 167 
our worldly Concerns. © The Event of Sermon - 
Things _ entirely in God's Hands, IX. | 

he expects Acquieſcence from his Crea 

tures under al his Diſpenſations, and 

eſteems all fretting and repining, an Ar- 


raignment of his Wiſdom, and an Inva- 


ſion of his Power. There is nothing more 
remarkable throughout the whole Courſe of 
God's Government of the Jewiſh Nation 
than the Judgments he inflicted upon 
murmuring and diſcontented Perſons z 
and if we, like them, will take too much 
upon our —＋ and ſuffer our Care to 
vent it ſelf in any angry and unſcemly 


dure the ſame Puniſhments which were 


tempt Cbriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted, 
we may be defiroyed of Serpents- If we 
murmur, as ſome of them alſo: murmured, 

we may be deſtroyed of the Deſtroyer: For 

all theſe Things happened unto them for Eu— 

Samples; and they are written: for our Ad» 
monition, upon whom the Ends of the World 

Nye COME. © | . Nag 
Sixthly, That Care is more eminently 


of God from an Influence over moral 
Agents, and the Government of human 
Affairs. God, as a * Being, knows 
what is convenient for his Creatures; as 
a juſt Being, will be punctual in the Per- 
formances of his Promiſes; and as a mere 
ciful Being, will compaſſionate and aſſiſt 
the Indigent and Affſicted. All that the 
Sons of Men are to do when they are 
ei o 1: eee preſs g 
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The Nature of. Carefulneſs, 
preſs'd with any Difficulty, is to perform 
the Conditions required by God for the 
obtaining of Bleſſings, and then to leave 
the Iſſue and Event of Things in the 
Ne of a wiſe, juſt, and merciful Provi- 

K YEY EX | 


Our bleſſed Lord has ſo fully and 


largely handled this Subject in his Ser- 


mon on the Mount, that I need not at pre- 
ſent recite any more Scriptures to you, 
but only refer you to the Peruſal of that 
Part of his moſt admirable Diſcourſe, 
which is recorded in the Sixth of St. 
Matthew, from d. 25th to the End of 


_ the Chapter: cum! . off 
. 1 ar? PS © . - + o 9» » 
Now the main Drift our Saviour 's rea- 


ſoning in this Place ſeems to be this: 

That ſince God has given us Life, 
which is the principal Thing, he will not 
be wanting in thoſe ſubordinate Means 
(ſuch as are Food and Raiment) Wwhich 
are proper for its Maintenance and Pre- 
ſervation. If any doubts of this divine 
Indulgence and Benignity, he may be 
ſoon convinced from his own Experience, 
by conſidering thie Fouls of the Air, and 
the Lillies of the Field, which are not 
only ſupported with Neceſſaries without 
any Providence or Fore-caſt of their own, 
but adorned with more beautiful Plumes 


and native Fragrancy than the moſt il- 


luſtrious Monarch of the World, can in 
all his Robes and Grandeur, pretend to. 
If God, therefore, is ſo indulgent to a 

Bir of the Air, which is created only 


for the Service of Man; if God is ſo 


boun-· 


Ph 
* 


. 
* # 


110 ftated and applied. 169 
bountiful to a Flower of the Field, which Sermo 
fades and periſhes in a Day or two, ſhall IX. 
he not be much more careful of a Crea= \wYy Wo 
ture, which is endued with Reafon, and 
made after his own Image, and deſigned 
to continue and cohabit with the Deity 
itſelf to all Eternity. For 

Then Fear not, ye Off-ſpring of Hea- 
ven: Lift up your Eyes, ye ranſom d of 
the Lord For ye are of more Value than 
all other ſublunary Beings; Ve are of 
higher Eſtimation in the Eyes of your 
Sovereign, than all the gaudy and pom- 
ous. Appearance of a vain = glorious 
\World. The Lord is my Shepherd, I ſball pt xxl. 

not want. He maketh me to lie down in» . 
green Paſtures : He leadeth me beſide the 
till Waters. Yea, though I walk through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will 
fear no Evil For thou art with me, thy 
Rod and thy Staff comfort me. To God, 
therefore, as an indulgent Father, and @ 
faithful Creator, will-I commit the Cuſto- 

dy of my Soul, the Government of my 

Body, the Management of my Fortune, 

and the ſole Diſpoſal of all my Affairs. 

And this brings me in the 


| SECOND and laft Place to ſhew 
That the beſt and ſafeſt Way to avoid 
i all miſtruſtful Thoughts and unneceſſary 
= Solicitude, is by making our Application 
| to a ſuperior Power; In every Thing, by 
Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſgiving, 
let your Requeſts be made known unto God. 


—_ | | Made 


110 
Sermon 
IX. 


The Nature of Carefulnefs, 
Made known unto God.” Not but that 
God is privy to all our Concerns, and 
intimately acquainted with the moſt ſe- 
cret Springs of our very Thoughts and 
Deſires: And far be it from us to ſup- 
pore that our much Speaking can inform 
mniſcience, that our babling Repetitions 
can move the Clemency of the Lord of 
Hoſts, or our reſtleſs Importunities merit 
his Favours. However ſtill, a ſober and 
regular Courſe of Prayer is of admirable 
Vie in this tranſitory Life, and the moſt 
proper Homage of an indigent and de- 
pendent Creature. Prayer, if 5 cir- 
cumſtantiated, and duly offered up; if 


conceived in Humility, and preſented 
with Faith and Reſignation, muſt be 


highly acceptable to the Father of Mercies 
and the God of Power. . Prayer is the 
Condition upon which God has promis'd 


to beſtow his Favours upon the Sons of 


Men; and the Force and Prevalency of 


it is ſo great, that the moſt ſurprizing 
and - miraculous Things have been ef- 
fected by its Aid. Abraham, Moſes, No- 


| ſbua, Samuel, David, Daniel, and others 


are memorable Inſtances of this Doctrine, 
who by the Power of their ardent Ad- 
dreſſes and Supplications, ſubdued King- 
doms, ftopp'd the Mouths of Lions, quenched 
the Violence of Fire, eſcaped the Edge of the 
Sword, out of Weakneſs were made ſtrong, 
waxed valiant in Fight, turned to light 


the Armies of the Aliens. 


Prayer 15 


 ftated and applied. 


Prayer is flill the ſtated Method of Sermon 


I71 


conveying Bleſlings, and the only Means IX. 


on our Part of aveèrting Judgments. Ts 
any Afflicted, let him pray, and a mercifyl 
God, who knows his Wants, and is in 
Ability to ſuccour him, will in due Time 
make the wiſeſt and beſt Proviſion for 
him. For he hath not deſpiſed, nor abborred 
the Aßflictions of the affiitted, neither bath 
he hid his Face from him. I ſought tho 
Lord (ſays the Pialmiſt) and be heard me 
and delivered me from all my Fears 1 
called upon him in my Diſtreſs, and the 
Lord anſfivered me, and ſet me in a large 
„ ,, ret > RRP, 
It is much to be wiſhed, that Men, in 


PC. xxxiv. 


4 Xvi. . 


all their Neceſſities and TON | 


would have Recourſe to a powerful 
omniſcient God, and would not preſume 
to extricate themſelves by any human 
Force without his Permiſſion and Con- 
currence. It were much alſo to be wiſh'd, 
that Men would be patient for a Time, 
and not ſhew any Uneaſineſs or Deſpon= 
dency, becauſe their Petitions are not 
r as ſoon as they are preferr'd : 
or we may reſt ſecure, that a juft God is 
not flack concerning. his Promiſes, and a 
wiſe Being ſees Ed Reaſan to defer his 
Favours tor a Time. The Grant "ſtands 
ſtill good to us and our Poſterity, A 


Things whatſoever ye ſball ask in Prayer, Matt xx. 


believing, ye ſhall receive. Ast, and it 
ſhall be given you: Seek, and ye ſhall ind. 
Knock, and it ſball be opened unto you. 


Laib, 


22. 
c. vii. 7. 


Tis 


ST. The Nature of Carefutneſs, NC 
| Lafth, Another requiſite to Prayer, is 
Ermon 7 | GL 
A 5 daa by which I undeffiand 55 
3 returnin ot Praiſe to Almighty God for 
all the Evil as well as Good that we re- 
ceive from his Hands: For God is to be 
raiſed even for the Afflictions which he 
— upon us, becauſe they are ſent with 
a merciful Deſign of correcting and a- 
mending our Lives, and of weaning our 
Affections and Deſires from the fading 
Enjo e of this World. Shall we re- 
ceive Good (ſays Job) at the Hand of the 
Lord, and ſball we not receive Evil? It is 
| good for me (ſays Holy David) that I have 
been afflited * For before I was afflifted I 
went aſtray, but now have 1 kept thy righs 
teous Tudgments. F 
Wherefore, let us make a ſanctified 
Uſe and Improvement of all the Tribula- 
tions and Diſtreſſes which Providence 
ſhall think fit to exerciſe us with; and 
let us conſider, that as the Lord hath gi 
ven, ſo the Lord may take away, and in 
all his wondrous Works and Diſpenſa- 
tions, we ſhould bleſs the Name of the 
Lord. Amen. „ 


| Now to God the Father, God the Son, 

_ » and God the Holy 725 Three Per- 
ſons but one eternal God, be rendred 
and aſcribed all Honour, Might, Ma- 
jefty, Dominion, and Adoration, from 
henceforth and for evermore. Amen, 
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Of ar Knowledge, and Taws 


Ib xi 7,8, 9. 
Canft thou by ſearching find out God? 
|  Canft thou find out the Almighty to 
Perfection ? ago TY 
It is as hiph as Heaven, what cunſt 
thou do? Dezper than Hell, what 


canſt thou know no _ | 
The ' Meaſure thereof is longer than 
the Earth, and broader than the 
Sed. | | 


IHE RE is nothing which Men Sermon 
are generally ſo intent upon, and X. 
nothing that they are more de- 
fective in, than the true and ſolid Parts of 
Knowledge. The Purſuit of it is labori- 
ous, and the Acquiſition uncertain; the 
Marches are hazardous, and the Victory 
e doubtful. 
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Sermon doubtful. Much Study is a Wearineſs to the 
X. Fleſb, and 25 making many Books there is 
a. Le 
Tecl xi. Number of Volumes, nor is Wiſdom al- 


12. 


Of our Knowledge, 


arning is not confin'd to a 


ways to be purchas d by the moſt intenſe 


Application. There are many Rubs and 


Impediments which mortify the Student, 
pe ſtop his ambitious Career in the Chace 
of Knowledge. Dragons and Serpents 
guard the Golden Fruit, and the Rock is 
too high and ſteep to admit an eaſy 


* 


We have neither Strength of Mind, 
nor Length of Days, to carry on any con- 


ſiderable Work for the Advancement of 


Learning; and tho' we had the Vigour 


of the Patriarchs, and the Years of the 
Ame-Diluvian Fathers, we have Reaſon 


to fear that our Learning would not ad- 


vance with our Age, nox/our Improve- 
ment be anſwerable- to- ur Duration. 
Lour pragmatical and conceited Per- 
ſons may be as curious and Nee as 
they pleaſe, and, upon the 
ſome new Hypot heſis, endeavour to ſolve 
- all the difficult Appearances of Nature; 
yet, notwithſtanding their wiſe Schemes 
and mighty Pretences, Wwe find in the 
End, that they may baffle their Reaſon 
rather than improve their Judgment, and 
do more Diſhonour to their God than Ser- 


*. 


vice to their Generation. _ 


* 


Let the Virtugſo give a Looſe to his 
Fancy, and take the full Liberty of 
- Thinking ; let his Thoughts range "up , to 
Heaven aud down to Hell; let them de- 

ſoend 


trength of 


and Tenorance of God. 


ſcend into the Path which no Fowl knows Sermon 
etb, and the/Vulture's Eye hath not ſeen, and X. 
there contemplate the Stones of Dare, 


and the Shadow of Death; yet the Fruit 900 


XXviIl 


| | 


of his Enquiries will be to diſcover his » ;. ' 


own Ignorance, and his trueſt Experiment 
will be his own Folly. As for Learning, 
the: Depth ſays it is not in me, and the Sea 
ſays it is not with me. Where then is this 


ineſtimable Treaſure, which is ſo much 


talk d of? Where is this Jewel of great 
Price, which is ſo mightily pretended 
to? Where alas! is Wiſdom #0 be found 
and where is the Place of Underſtanding 
Man knoweth: not the Way thereof; neither 
is it to be found in the Land of the Living. 
The Philoſopher has long ago obſerv'd, 


that the Eſſences of T Wage lie too deep 
for an human Eye to look into; yet the 
Sons of Men are for digging after them, 


as for hidden Treaſure, and for carrying 
their Searches unto the utmoſt Corners 
and Limits of Nature. For tho' Dark- 


and Ignorance is the curſed Entail upon 
the Fall, yet there is a manifeſt Ambi- 
tion, in every Age, to grow.,wiſer and 
wiſer; and Men think their Time ill- 
beſtowed, if they have not bleſs d the 
World with ſome new. Diſcovery. Lo 
20 on in the old beaten Tract of Lear- 
ning, and to be contentedly ignorant of 


JJ ͤ a Cath os 


is | what God has ordained that we fhould 


of |} . zever, Know, is too great a Curb upon a 


ro ed Wi, and an intolerable Impoſition 
on a Free-thinker. For every Smatterer in 
d | Science 


neſs has obſcured our Intellefua! Parts, 


v. 14 


ay | 
© » Sermon Science talks contemptibly of Antiquity; 
. and thinks his Anceſtors as much below 
him in Learning, as they are above him 


O bur Knowledge, 


in Years. | 6 
But whatever Value, ſuch Men as 


theſe, may put upon the Accuracy of 


their Parts and the Profoundneſs of their 
Knowledge; what Applauſes foever they 
may reckon due to themſelves for think. 
ing out of the common Road, and car- 
rung their Speculations higher than the 
Reft of the World; yet Reaſon will in- 
form us, that Knowledge has its proper 
Bounds, and es 5 will point out 
ſome Objects, whic 
dazzling for Humanity to look into. 

It was too great an Itch after Wiſdom, 


Sen. ti, g and a Deſire of being as Gods knowing 


Good and Evil, that occafion'd the For- 
feiture of Paradiſe, and the Ruin of our 
Fit Parents And the ſame vain Cu- 
riofity ſtill runs in the Blood of their un- 
fortunare Deſcendents ; the ſame Aﬀecta- 
tion of forbidden Knowledge ftill aggra- 
vates the Cue upon their fallen Poſterity. 


Job xi. 12. Jain Man world be wiſe, tho be is boin 


like a wild Aſſes Colt“ Vain Man would 
be prying into the Secrets of Nature, 
and tracing out the hidden Ways of Pro- 
vidence, tho' his Eyes are too weak for 
the Contemplation of Eternity, and his 
Reaſon too ſhallow for the fark 
divine Truth. _ | 
For canſt thou by ſearching find out Cod? 
Cant thou 7 out the Almighty to Per- 
feckion? It is as bigh as Heaven, what 


are too bright and 


oming ot 


KEY cunſt 
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eanft thou do f Pager than Hell,, what Sermon 

canft thou know's The Meaſure thereof is X. . 

755 than the Earth, and broader than r. l 

N 3 fins eve BY toi 0 

Theſe Words repreſent'to us the Va- iſ 

nity of an inquiſitive Lemper, and the "wa 
Detect, of our Knowledge in Reſpect ol 
ſpiritual Objects; but they are not de- 
ſigned to exclude our Endeavours aſter 
the Proof of a Deity, nor to ſtifle thoſe 
limited Notions and Apprehenſions of 
the divine Nature and Attributes, Which 
God has thought fit to communicate to 
us. No; we are to make a right Uſe and 
Exerciſe of our Reaſon, and to get as 
fully acquainted with the Object of our 
Worſhip as we can: But we are not to 

| ſuffer our Knowledge to moye out of its 

| Sphere, or to preſume that a finite Being 

can comprehend the Nature, or account 

; for all the Actions of an infinite. Gods 

4 That I may, therefore, do ſome Ju- 

; ſtice to this excellent and loſty Portion 

5 of Scripture, I think it proper to pro- 

ceed after the following Method. 


J FIRST, To ſhew what Knowled e 
5 
you 


N 
— AL — 


we may have of God, andhow ' tar 
we may find him out by ſearching al- 


Jr ter. him. 

18 | : | . 

of SECONDLY, To aſſign ſome Rea» 
| _ Tons why ſuch Searches after, and 
4 _ Knowledge, of God, are not improper 
IEE 


1 | 2 Nan | n 118 5 | "> } 7 7 ; 
KHIR * * d N 2 %% \ 1 {4 T ; IRDLY 
U N N OY N 2 1 n * 3 


178 
Sermon 


WY IS 


Of our Knowledge, 3 
THIRDLY, To prove the Impers 
fection of our Knowledge in Reference 
to the divine Nature and Operations, 
and to ſhew what an infinite Num- 
ber of Things there may be that 
relate. to God, which the moſt 
knowing Part of Mankind cannot 
1 . be acquainted with, or 
ully account for TOW 


FOURTHLY, To make ſome pra- 
Ctical Improvement of this Doctrine, 
by diſſuading you from a vain Affec- 
tation of forbidden Knowledge, and a 

Curioſity and Thquiſitiveneſs into 

| ſuch high Matters as no Ways con- 
rern you; and withal, by engaging 
ou to apply your ſelves to thoſe. 
Truths which are plain and obvious 
to your Reaſon, and into the Nas 
ture and Deſign of which, God has 
been ſo far pleaſed to admit you in 
this State of Ignorance and Imper- 
fection, as may procure. you Eaſe 
in this World, and intitle you to 
Salvation in another. | 


FIRST, I am to ſhew what Knows 
ledge we are allowed to have of God, 
and how far we may find him int by ſcarch- 
ing after him: ee e 

It is impoſible to preſcribe a certain 
Degree and Meafure of divine Know- 


ledge to diſtin and different Perſons, 
and to ſay of Learning, as the Prophet 
did of _the Ocean, Hitherto ſhalt thou 

on £43 ZLL&AS Va Fot 


ee. 7 © 
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bones aud no farther, and here ſhall all thy 2 


proud Enquiries and pompous Demo- 


Nrations 2 For as Perfection 


in Science is to human Under- 


— 0 ad — — 2 ind Modus of 


ruths are not to be the Subject 
re * our Enquiries; ſo even of thoſe 
Things, which we have the Liberty and 
Happineſs of Knowing, the Degree and 
Progreſs of dur Knounedge is, in a great 
Meaſure, owing to thoſe Talents and 


Abilities which God has given us, and 


the Uſe and Improvement we haye made 
of them by 4 due Induſtry and a tight 


| —— However, we may very 


y. aflert, that the ſearching after 600 


inq og 1 25 does not bound any modeſt 


or prohibit our looking into the 
Prost tor ** Being and Exiſtence of 
a Deity. For theſe are ſolid and ratio- 


hal, and will ſtand the Teſt of the niceſt 


Examinatiqn, and provoke the 2 


of the moſt critical Enquirer. ¶ Searc 


ing, iti this Caſe, is ſo tar from being a 
Fault, that it is an indiſpenſable. Duty; 
and. the Profeſſors of Cbriſtianity are 


7 to be ſo much acquainted with 


* of their Worſhip and the 
| Prints es of Religion, as to 22 ready al- 
ways t0 give an Anſwer to every Man that 
asketh them a Reaſon of the Hope that i: 


2 them, with Meekneſs and Fears This 


is what God Almighty does conſtantly 


ke and and St. 
Ba in His Digs wth — Kaan 
* of. —_ logs not * 


* 


i pet. . 1 


1% © Of our Knowledge, 

Sermon an implicit Obedience to his Doctrine up- 

X. on his own bare Aſſertions, but argues 

fer the Exiſtence of the Godhead: from 

the 'Topicks of Reaſon, and bids them 

As xvii. eek the Lord, if haply they might feel af 

27, 28. ter him, and find him: For he was not far 

from every one of them," in as much as in 

him they lived and moved, and had their 

Being. Religion was never deſigned to 

bring a Ruſt upon our Faculties, or caſt 

a Miſt around our Souls, or to patronize 

Ignorunce under a Colour of encouraging 

Devotion. It may, tis true, mortify our 

Pride, and keep down our Curioſity; but 

it never pretends to contradict Reaſon, 

and aboliſh true and uſeful Learning. 

When once Men give themſelves up to 

Lazineſs and Stupidity, and ſuffer a 

Supineneſs and Lethargy to over- ſpread 

their Souls as well as their Bodies, we 

can expect nothing but Superſtition ſhould 

Er in our Temples, or elſe Profanengſs 

and Infidelity be proclaimed in our Streets 

But when Men, by Study and Applica- 

tion, endeavour to confirm their , innate 

_ Notions of a God; and by a Conſidera- 

tion of his Attributes, to apply all poſ- 

ile Perfection to him, they add Lite to 

their Faith, and Vigour to : Practice ; 

do an Honour to their Maker, and pro- 
cure a Bleſſing for themſelves. + 

0 pon the whole, therefore, we are not to 

ſuppoſe that any general Expreſſions in Holy 

M tis are deſign d to encourage Ignorance 

and Lazineſs, in prejudice to Tnduſtr and 

"HE Knowledge j or that theſe Words 

1 2 74 | in 
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in particular, Canft thou by ſearching find Sermon 
ond God, ſhould Anh "of fach a _ 3a O'S 
and unlimited Acceptation, as to prohi= .. 
bit all Enquiries into the Exiſtence ns * ” 
Deity, — the Principles of Religion; 
ſo theſe Enquiries are in ſuch a re 
as God has been pleaſed to communi- 
cate himſelf to us, and in fuch Inſtances 
as he requires the Steadineſs of our Faith 
ang Frattice.”*.. >: +5 e 
And this Truth, I hope, may be yet 

ſet in a farther Light, by producing the 
Reaſons, in the /econd Place, which may 
7 05. ſuch Searches after, and Knowledge 
of God, not only proper, but neceſſary for 
us. And theſe are Three. * 2 
Firſt, The Gift of Reaſon, by which 
woe are enabled and directed to ſearch 
FF was 
Secondly, The Diſcoveries which God 
has been pleaſed to make of himſelf 
by Revelation. a | | 
Thirdly, The Worſhip and Adoration 
which he expects from rational 
Creatures. 5 


Firſt, God has beſtowed upon us the 

Ulſe of Reaſon to look up to him, the 
Author and Giver thereof, and by the 
Strength and Penetration of our natural 
Faculties, to make ſuch Diſcoveries of 
the divine Nature and Perfections, as may 
eſtabliſh our Faith, and reflect an Ho- 


our wren our Minn 
N3 Reaſon 


O22. ek OE, Ea 8 


” 
2 


J- 
to 
ly 
2 
in 


182 


Sermon 


Ne 


PIE and. 4 Particle of the 


s 


cull” ntl : 


"of our K. nowledge, 


_ Reaſon has been frequent ſtiled 
the too Poets, a Ro ' ==), ed hy 
Baue, and is ale 
ſerted, both by their Orators and Phi- 
oſophers, to be given as a diſtin guiſhing 
ge of Glory to thoſe fy mes who 
are — ter The Iuage of God. Sicut 
aves 7 volatum, equi ad curſum, ad ſævi- 
tiam feri gignuntur; ita nobis propria eſt 
mentis agitatio & ſelertia; 5 rude Origo ani- 


; 11 cœleſtis creditur. 


Now though ſome Men have peryert- 
ed this noble Faculty of Reaſo 201 to ill Pur- 
poſes, and others have made it uſur 


the Throne of the Almighty, and pl: 


x in the Seat of God; yet we are not 
om theſe Abuſes to conclude, that a 
moor Uſe of it is not to be admitted i in re 
—— Matters. We contets Reaſon to 
be no more than an Hand- Maid to in- 
FOE us into the Preſence of a greater 
ſtreſs, and compared to Revelation, tis 
my like the Glmmerings. of a Star. to the 
Brightneſs of the Sun. However, it is flill 


the and! e of the Lord, which ſhineth in 


aark Places, aud inlighteneth every one 
that - cometh into the World. By the Help 
of it, the Heatbens acknowledged a ſu-⸗ 
preme Being, and ſome of So more in- 


telligent Part of them, reliquinſh d ace 
the 


ſtition and Idolatry, and — 


Unity of the Godhead. The fame ra- 
tional Principle is uſetul to every one 


of us who deſires to give an ASCO of 


o 


J Juffie, bb. x, 
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his Faith and Practice; and it is hard- Sermon 
1y to be imagined why God ſhould be- X. 
Sow ſuch an excellent Gift upon us, un- 
leſs we were to employ it in the Con- 
templation of Nature and Providence, 
that we might fall into a more profound 
Rapture and Admiration of our great 
Creator. "Tis the Foo only who ſays in 
his Heart there is no God, and the want of 

Conſideration and Reflection which is 
the Parent of Scepticiſm and Infidelity : 
But he that makes a right Uſe of his 
Reaſon, looks into Cauſes and Effects, 
and couples together | Antecedents and 
Conſequences, and fo will, by à natural 
Way of Argumentation, run up his 
Thoughts to à ſupreme Being and Cen- 
ter in God, who made all the World, and Ads xvii 
all Things therein, and giveth to all, * 
Life, and Breath, and all Things, 
Secondly. Another — — to prove 
that God allows, our Searches after him, is 
the Diſcovery he has been pleaſed to 
make of himſelf by Revelation.” For if 
God deſigned to keep the World in Ig- 
norance and Stupidity, he would never 
have made ſuch an ample Declaration of 
of his Will and Pleafure, or- delivered 
ſuch an intelligible Syſtem of Precepts 
for the Inſtruction and Government of 
Mankind. For by this Means he hath 
given us . we ſhould 
Lime aud ſerve him, and, kindly eondu8- 
ed us into ſuch pleaſant Paths of Know- 
ledge, as are neceffary for us to walk in. 


For Revelation de EV 
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Sormon on Reaſon, or, at leaſt, to reſtore. it to 


O our Knowledge, 


X. its proper Uſe, and to bring it to its 


. ey 
* 0 7 W 
— 


primitive Brightneſs and Luſtre. And 


it does accordingly clear up the Dim- 


neſs of natural Sight, rectify the 
miſtaken Notions of Mankind; ſet off 


the Object of our Worſhip with a ſur- 


Deut. xxix. 
29. 


prizing Grandeur and Majeſty; and pro- 
poſe mo Myſteries of Faith, which are 


not diſcernable by the Light of Nature. 


Theſe are Things which we are permit- 


ted in ſome Degree. to look into, and God's 


Revelation of them is a plain Indication that 
they were deſign d for the Subjects of our 
Know wy je Far tho” ſecret I hings belong 
unto the Lord our God; yet thoſe Things 
which are revealed belong unto us, and to 
our Children for ever, that we may do all 
the Words of this La. 

But then great Caution is to be uſed, 


not ta wander any farther in our Searches 


than we are permitted; nor to proceed 
one Step in a Myſtery, without 5 {pe 
cial Guidance and Direction of Holy 
Scripture. | For when Men have — 4 


ed to be wiſe above what is written, they 
have fallen into many dangerous and burt- 


ful Errors, and given the moſt deplorable 


Inſtances of their Folly and Profane- 
neſs. When they have followed their 
own imaginary Reaſon, in Oppoſition to 


the Wiſdom from above, and the Pictates 


of the Spirit, they have either loſt the 


Knowledge of the true God, | and ſuffered 


his Worthip to degenerate into Idolatry 
or corrupted the Purity of the Faith, and 


* 


claced 


> 
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defaced che Beauty of the Church, by Sermon 


introducing a Multitude of Schiſms and 


Hereſies. 


Thirdly, Our Obligations to worſhip 
God will juſtify our Searches after him. 
God has thought fit to demand of us a 


reaſonable Service, which I cannot think 


how we ſhould be able to pay, without a 
competent Knowledge of that Being, 
whom we are to/ſerve.- For Knowledge, 


in all Duties, ought to precede Practice, 


and was deſigned for the Ground-Work 
and Foundation upon which that ſhould 
be regularly built. We muſt be certain 


of the Exiſtence of a ſupreme Being, be- 


fore we make our Complements and Ad- 
drefles to him, and be ſure that he is a 
Spirit too, before we can worſhip him in 


wicked, as to think him ſuch au ode as 
our ſelves, then all our Approaches to him 


will be biaſſed by this unhappy Notion, 


and we ſhall endeayour to appeaſe him 
with ſuch Offerings and Oblations as are 
moſt agreeable to our own Luſts and 
Ambition. Thus whilſt the Heathen World 
took their Sentiments of a Deity from 
his Power and Vengeance, they < 

to appeaſe him with human Sacrifices, 
and to make the Fir- born of their Body 
atone for the Sins of their Soul. And if 
we had not the Happineſs of knowing 


ſomething of the divine Nature by a di- 
ligent Search into his Attributes, and 
were not indulged the Liberty of infer- 
ring plain and eaſy Conſequences Joy 


ought. 


f our Knowledge, 


Sermon theſe Searches, we might grape, for Ligh 


at Noon-Day, and be involved in the 


* , 


Wy ſame ſuperſtitious Errors with the Pagans. 


| Whereas, we are vow guided from above 


in our Addreſſes, and know what we wor- 


45 we ſhould —.— in e rr 
ties, and worſbip we know not what © And 
_ by EIS the miſguided Homage 
we, pay our God muſt be the Sacrifice of 
Fools, inſtead of the grateful Tribute of 
rational. Creatures, * 512710 
HFaving thus endeavour d to point out 
ſome Things relating to God, which We 
are capable of knowing, and to produce 
the Motives and Inducements which may 
juſtify our Searches and Enquiries after 
fuch Knowledge, and to prove how far we 
are to be guided both by Rea/on and Re- 
velation in theſe and ſuch like Searches, 
and Enquiries ; I ſhall now proceed to, 
the contrary Part of the Queſtion, and 
| Produce ſome, particular Inſtances which, 
our Knowledge cannot preſume to ar- 
rive unto. We cannot by ſearching jind out, 
the. Almighty to Perfection; that is, we 
cannot by any Strength of natural Rea- 
fon, by any ſubtle Enquiries, or * 
netration, come to any adequate Noti- 
on of the divine Nature and Attributes, 
and give a ſatisfactory Account of all 
God's Operations and Proceedings with 
the Sons of Men. e e e 
That there is an Almighty,, is 
nt, Eternal, Omnipreſent and Infinite 
Being, who made and governs this World, 
5 Nature, 


. „ e . e eee pow. ACT eder 


* 


and Ignorance of God. 


Nature, ad handed gory e bythe Sen 


concurrent Teſtimony of all 


8 One Being, or Eſſence, ſubſiſts in * 


bree diſtinct Perſon, Father, 'Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, who are Co-eternal and 
in all el pes erties and Perfections of the 
Godhead, is what is farther diſcovered to us 


by Revelation . But then to give an eaſy 
Solution of 2 Tri 


rr 


inity in Unity, and U Unity 
in Trimty ; to explain the ternal Genera- 


tion of the Son, ahd Proceſſion of the Holy 
Ghoft, with ſeveral other Difficulties 8 
fulring from this adorable Myfte 
what does not come within th the 
of Reaſon, but is only the Province of 
Faith. Theſe are 2 deep and bidden 
Thugs of Cod, which we muſt believe but 
285 compreheyd, atmire but not . 
For ſuch Kuowleage is too wonderful for 
#5, We cannot attain unto it; ſuch an 
ght into the divine Nature is what we | 
muſt be debarr'd from, *till we ſhall be 


tranformed into the divine Likeneſs, and 


our glorified Eyes ſhall behold the Foun- 
tain of Light and Love, as He is. We 


muſt at preſent . key 1 _ x Cor. v. F, 


by Faith, and not by Si 


tend to a Perfection Rs nay e W ilk | 
we ſoj ourn in this dark State of Morta- 
lity. Modeſty does better become de- 


pendent, Creatures than Prefumption 3 


and a Diſtruſt of themſelves is more a= 
| 7 — to the preſent State of their In- 


ities, than à proud Confidence, or a 
ir pi vp their own 


almift, who was the Fayourite of 


8005 
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Sermon = and a Perſon as much diſtinguiſhed 
_y the Brightneſs, of his Parts, a as the 
W lories of his Crown, has given us. ſuch 
a Pattern of Behaviour in this Point, 
that I cannot but repeat to you thoſe 
modeſt and debaſing . of him- 
ſelf, which arę recorded in the 131ſt 
Pſalm 1, 2, 3, Verſes, Lord, I am not hich. 
minded, I have no proud Looks. J do not 
exerciſe my ſelf iu 77100 Matters, which are 
too high for me. But I refrain my Soul, and 
keen it low, like as a. Child that is weaned 
frop his | Mother - Tea, my Seal is even 

a8 weaned Child. 

According to this Example we MS t 
ragulaty and govern our Minds; anc i 
think, we need no other Arguments to 
mortify all needleſs Curioſities and vain 

Pretenſions to dea. e than a W. 

N fold Conſideration, 


Fo The W and Deficiency 
of our Underſtanding in ſearching 
after natural Truths. 
Secondly, The Eminence and Tranſcen- 
dency of the divine N ature, and O- 


Perations. 


Both theſe Gti are & edliveyed 
to us in the two latter Verſes of the 
Text, where the Knowled dge of an infi- 
nite God; is faintly: repreſented by the 
Height of Heaven. and the Depth of 
Hell: the Len f the Earth, and the 
Broadneſs 8 of 2 For, as Men are 


Loon Y 


4 


generally Dk in their Speculations of” | 
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the Operations of 
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thoming the 'bottomleſs Pit; as Mat be- 
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| heavenly Bodies, and at a Loſs in fas Sermon 


X. 


maticians can but imperfectly gueſs at the Www 


Circumference of the G/obe, and the vaſt 


Extent of the ſeveral Parts of the wide 
Ocean; ſo the Heights and Elevations of 


divine Wiſdom are imperceptible, the 
Lengths of Eternity are inſerutable, and 
Omarion Nh and the 
Courſes | of Providence, are, in ſome 


Caſes, incomprehenſible. 


© Fir/t, Then, let us ſee how the Im- 
perfection of this our Knowledge, in re- 
& of God, may be gathered from our 
gnorance of natural I ruths: It is as 
high as Heaven, what canſt thou do; Deep= 
er than Hell, what canſt thou know f The 


Meaſure thereof is longer than the Earth, 
and broader than the Sea. * 


Though the Soul was originally de- 
ſigned for Knowledge, and ſtill retains 


an impatient Thirſt and Deſire. after it; 


et ſhe is ſo clouded and darkened by her 


Union with the Body, that it fares with 


the Underflanding, as it does with the 
Eye; it can look only upon the Superfi- 


cies or Outſide of Matters, but not pene- 
trate into any Thing that is remote or 


diſtant, or be able to trace out the intri- 


cate Mazes, and purſue the ſecret 


Doubles and Turnings of Nature. All 


compound Beings are fore d to be diſſect- 


ed in our Minds, and their ſeveral Pro- 

perties ſeparated and diſtinguith'd, before 

we can have any Manner of Idea or Con- 

{ -ception. of them; and after all e 
Dee e 
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Sermon and Fatigue, after all our ſpeculati 
i I AbſtraQions and practical Experiments; 
NI we bardly gueſs aright at the Things that 
16: are upon Barth, and with Labour do wt 
find out the Things that are before us; but 
the Things that are 15 Heaven, why: bath 
| ſearched our f 
Tell me; thou vain Creature; aki 


makeſt uch m 2 etences, and proud 
Kl iv. 5. Boaſts of thy dom; 'Canft thou weigh 
me the Wight of the Fire, or 4 me 
the Blaſt of the Wind ? Canſt thou de- 
e xxv. 8. clare, how the Almighty Arm bath 
upp the Sea with Doors, when it brake forth 
4 if it had iſſued out of the Womb; 400 
bound up the Waters in thick Clouds, and 

the Cloud is not rent under them. 
Tell me, O thou Pretetider to the Se: 
Jo.xxxvii. crets of Nature, Hath the Rain a Father ? 
8, % Or who hath begorten the Drops of Dew * 
Out of whoſe Womb came the Ice © And thi 
boary Froft of Heaven, who bath engen- 

tered it # 

But if theſe Things, which are in ſome 
Meaſure obvious to thy Senſes, are fo 
puzzling to thy Undetflanding; What Ac- 
count wouldft, thou give, ould I lead 
thee a little age e Nature, and be 
Ge uifitive into which are remote 
diftant from 1215 Wo! ? What wouldft 
* thou anſwer me, Past thee how. great 
Dwellings are 1 pre midft of the Sea, or 
bow many Springs are in the Beginning of 
the Deep; or how many Springs are above 
the Firmament, or which ave thi Oat=zoings 


of Paradiſe? What knoweſt thou of the 


Situation 


an Tenorance of God. .. 
6 Situation of the Sun, or the Influence of Sermon 
95 the Moon? Of the Order of the Stars, X. 
aþ and the hallancing of the Clouds ? wyw 
v8 What Solution wouldſt thou give me 
up upon the Principles of Philoſophy, ſhould 
I enquire, how. God hath firetched out the Jobxxviz. 
North over the empty Place, and hanged the 
Earth upon nothing © What wouldi thou 
ſay, ſhould I demand, whereupon be hath e. vil. 
faftned the Foundations of the Univerſe, and ** 
who laid the Cornerſtone thereof © How he 
bath made the Clouds the Garment of tbe 
Sea, and thick Darkneſs ſwadling Bands 
for it. | | 
f Theſe alas! are Myſteries in Nature, 
and tho Oy command our Aſſent, they 
ſurpaſs our Reaſon; tho they are the 
Objects of our Belief, they are not als. 
ways the Subjects of our Knowledge. 
Wonderful are thy Works, O Lord, and in 
Wiſdom baft thow made them all. Thy 
Actions are ' miraculous, thy Ways un- 
fearchable, and thy Paths paſt finding aui 
we muſt not pretend to be wiſer in theſe. 
i lo Caſes than we are deſigned to be, nor to 
Ac dive into abſtruſe and hidden Cauſes, | 
when. we. can't perfectly ſolve the com- 
mon Occurrences of Matter and Motion. 

For we may ſee plainly, there is a De- 
a fect, ſince the Fall, in our diſcerning Fa- 
culties, and our Paſſions. and Pervyerſes | 
neſs place us at a great Diſtance from the : 
true ta of Things. The Thoughts t Soc _ 
mortal Men are miſerable, and our Devices 
| | are but uncertain. For the corruptible Bo- 
me | dy prefſetÞ down the Soul, and the —_— 

1. 
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Sermon Tabernacle weigheth down the Mind that 
X. -muſeth upon many Things So that we lic, 
Wy at preſent, under ſundry and manifold 
Diſadvantages, and are not only confin'd 

in our Enquiries from without, but pre- 
judiced alſo from within. The Object is 
not plac'd in a proper Medium, neither is 
the N ear, and the Faculties 
quick and diſcerning. 
Whilſt we ſojourn in this Valley of 
Darkneſs, it is impoſſible that we ſhould 
approach to Light inacceſſible, but muſt 
x Cor. xiii. koww only in Part, and ſte through a Glaſs 
9, 12. darkly. A Lazineſs in ſearching, and a 
Raſhneſs in judging, a Perverſeneſs in 
our Wills, and a Biaſs upon our Aﬀec- 
tions, a Prejudice againſt ſome Truths, 
and an Intereft in ſome Errors, will al- 
ways bewilder the unfortunate Sons of 
Men, and keep them from the Know- 
| ledge of Nature as well as the Reaſon of 
the Almighty's Actions. And in this 
Senſe the Words of Solomon, (who being 
eminent for his Viſdom, and ſo the more 
to be hearkened to,) are very pertinent 
and remarkable, and may ſerve not only 
for an Inſtruction to the Divine, but for 

a Lecture to the Philoſopher. As thou 
Fccl. xi. g. ænotveſt not the Way of the Spirit, nor how 

the Bones do grow in the Womb of ber that 

is with Child; ſo thou knoweſt not the 

 IWarks of God, who maketh all I hings. For 

Wick i;. h¹, Man is be that knoweth the Counſel of 

Sad, on wbo can think what the Will of 

the Lord is? What hardy Mortal is it, 

who dares drgte up the Curtain, and loo 
er n how 0955 997 2099S e 
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uit hin the Veil? Who with a bold Sermon 
Front and aſſuming Air, pretends to be X. 
poſitive and dogmatical about thoſe 


d Things which are invelop d in Darkneſs 
8 and Obſcurity, and lock d up from hu- 
is man Sight by the eternal Decrees of God? 
18 Even in ſuch religious Matters as are re- 
es vealed to us by our Maker, we oſten- 
| times err by the Curioſity of our Specu- 
of lations, and make our Faith ſuffer by the 
Id Nicety of our Enquiries. What have 
2 . | the. ſubtle a ing or of the 1 11 
/5 done, but perplex d Conſcience, and puz- 
a zled Nene ab made ſome DoRtities 
in _of Chriſtianity more incomprebenfible, and 
0 the Trinity it ſelf a greater Myſtery? 


18, Where then is the Wiſe © Where is the Ct. i. ꝛ0. 
al- Scribe © Whereis the proud Philoſopher ? 
of Where is the quick and ſmart Diſputant © 
* Where are the Virtuoſoes and Theoriſts © 
of The Makers of Worlds, and the Mea- 


118 ſurers of the Heavens? Theſe Men 47 5 
ng tend to know ſo nuch of the Mind of 
re the Lord, and to be ſo intimately ac- 
nt quainted with his Secrets, as if they had 


ily been his Counſellors from Eternity, and, 
or (pardon the Lightneſs of the Expreſſion) 
ou had fat by his Elbow, When the Windows 
0W of Heaven were open d, and the Channels of Gen. viias. 
"at the great Deep broken up Elſe why 
the ſhould their buſy and impertinent 
or | Thoughts rove into what is paſt ald 
of | what is to come, and their vain 725 
of account for all the Difficulties of the De- 
it, luge, and aſſign the natural Cauſes of the 
% luaſt Conflagration ? 1 


But 
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Of our Knowledge, 

But to all ſuch proud Boaſters and 

empty Pretenders as theſe are, I ſhall re- 
turn the pertinent and admirable Advice 
of the Son of Sirach, in the Third of Ec- 
_— D. 21, 22, 23, 24th. With 
e Repetition of which, T ſhall con- 

clude this Diſcourſe, and reſerve the Reſt 


of the Subject till another Opportunity. 


Seel not out the Things that are too hard 


for thee, neither ſearch the Things that are 


above thy Strength. But what is command- 


ed thee, think thereupon with Reverence 


For it is not needful for thee to ſee with 
' thine Eyes the Things that are in Se- 


cret. Be not curious in unneceſſary Matters 
For more Things are ſhewed unto thee, than 
Men underſtaud For many are deceived by 
their own vain Opinion, and an evil Suſpi- 
cion hath overthrown their Judgment. 


Now to God the Father, 8c. 


' SERMON 


treſpaſs 
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Ca nſt thou by ſearching find our God 2 
Cunſt thou find out the Almighty : Zo 
Perfection ? 


It is as high as Heaven, what 885 
thou dos Deeper than Hell, ud. 
canſt thou know £. 


The Meaſure thereof is 2 bien 
the Earth, and broader N 15 
Sea. 


H Ess E Words are the ExpreC- Sermon 
ſions of Zophar the Naamathite, XI. 
one of Job's particular Friends Ld nd 
and Viſitants; and they are ſo lofty and 
moving in * of the Diction, as well 
as ſerious an mportant in reference to 
the Matter couch d under them, that I 
thought the Diſcuſſion of them would be 
too large for a ſingle Sermon, unleſs I 
d upon your Patience in the De- 
livery, or paſs d curſorily over ſome 
Truths which required a more intent 
View and diſtinct Conſideration 1 | 
0 


Sermon 
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font Milde, 
The Words, as they ſtand in Order 


XI. and are now read to you, are a ſevere 


f 


8 to all aſſuming and pragma- 
tical Perſons, and a mortitying Lecture 


u our Vn Folly and eee 
7 Lat I might ſettle the Bounds. and Li- 


mits of them, -and enforce and explain 


the Doctrine contain d under them, I 
thought it neceſſary to mention to you 
what was permitted, as well as what was 


forbidden, in Relation to divine Know- 


tedge : And in Order thereto, I pro- 
pos d this following Scheme to your Con- 
lideration. n 


FIRST, To ſhew what Knowledge 
we may have of God, and how far 
we may ind him out by ſearching af 


ter 1 


SECONDLY, To aſſign ſome Rea« 
ſons why ſuch Searches after, and 
Rnowledge of God are not improper 
Ne l 


THIRDLY, To prove the Imper- 
fection of our Knowledge in refe- 
rence to the divine Nature and 

Operations, and to ſhew what an in- 
fmite Number of Things there may 

be that relate to God, which the 
moſt knowing Part of Mankind can 
not perfectly be acquainted with, 
odr fully account for. „ * ee 


_ » FOURTHLY, 


os WO VV $ Mw 5 
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aud jus --5g 9 God, 
* FOURTHLY, To make ſome pra- 
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XI. 


ctical Improvement of this Doctrine 


* „ you from a vain At» 
fectation ” forbidden Knowledge, 
and a — and Inquiſitiveneſs 

into fuch high Matters as no Ways 
concern you; and withal, by engage- 
ing you to apply your ſelves to thoſe 
Truths which are plain and obvious 
to your Reaſon, and into the Na- 
ture and Deſign of which God has 
been ſo far pleas'd to admit you, in 
this State of Ignorance and Imper- 
3 as may procure you Eaſe in 
this World, 7 intitle you to Sal- 
| vation in another. 


The two „ir 45 of theſe general Heads 

J have already diſpatch'd, and made an 
Feud 5 the 7. bird; and here 1 
hope you will be pleaſed to conſider that 


1 fe 'd to argue upon this two-fold 


opic, againſt our our finding out the Al 
ghty to Perfection. 


Fae 'The Weakneſs al Deficiency 
of our Underſtanding in ſearching 
be i natural Truths. 
Sdcondiy, The Eminence and Tran- 
ſcendency of the Giving, Nature * 


Operations... 


The laſt of theſe nn is. what re 
mains to be diſcourſed of upon this Oc- 


op; 2 and 1 8 tO Ul OMe Li W 
A 
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Of our Knowledge, 


Sermon the Argument by conſidering theſe five 
OR LS: ...> „„ 


9 


Firſt, The Nature of God in general. 
Secondly, Some of his more remark» 
able Attributes. . 


Thirdly, The Works of Creation. 


_ Fourtbly, The Power of Miracles. 
Fifthly, The Courſe of Providence. 


Firſt, I am to prove the Defect of our 
Knowledge in reference to the divine 
Nature in general, and to ſhew how we 


cannot, in this Reſpect, by /earching find 
out the Almighty to Perfection. | 


There is no greater Truth than the 
Being and Exiſtence of a God, and no 
greater Myſtery. in relation to us, than 
his Nature or Eſfeuce And upon this 
Accout, the. moſt learned Divines and 


ſubtle Metaphy/icians have been at a Loſs, 


according to the ſettled Rule of their 
ſeveral Profeſſions, to give us a true De- 
finition of that ſupreme Being, who is 
an Tipo, and WhO (according to St. 


Halary) Cum dicitur, non poteſt dici; cum 


æſtimatur non poteſt eftimari , cum defini= 
Tur, ipſe ſua definitione creſcit. | 
Ihc Height of this divine Subject, 
and the Lowneſs of human Capacities, 
have made all Perſons who have any 
Share of Prudence and Picty, to be cau- 
tious and modeft in their Expreſſions 
about it. For an incomprehenfible Be- 


ing ſhould not only be approached to, but 


#:/courſed of, with the profoundeſt Reve- 
5 Eli rence 
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rence and Humility ; and it is more be- Sermon 
coming a Chriſtian, in ſome Meaſure, to XI. 
acknowledge his Ignorance of this Ob- 
jet, than to be dogmatical in his Af- 

| — and critical in his Explications 
O it. 5 | , 

But more eſpecially the younger Sort 

of People, and all Learners and Novices 
in Religion are to be cautioned againſt 
wading out of their Depth, in queſt of 

N divine Knowledge, leſt they ſhould ſink 

into the Abyſs of Error, and periſh by 
the Boldneſs and Unlawtulneſs of their 
Attempts, IF} | | 
St. Cyril was ſo apprehenfive of Dan- 
ger upon this Occaſion, that he gave the 
moſt ſeaſonable Advice, in his Lectures to 
the Catechumens, both for the Prevention 
and Avoidance of it ; and, in one of his 
high Strains of Rhetorick, ſtyles the 
very Confeſſion of our Ignorance, the 
on and higheſt Mark of divine Know- 
edge. | n FR: 3 
it from the Fathers we turn again to 
the Philoſophers, (to whom we are al- 
ways remitted by our Fr-e-Thinkers for 
fuller Information:) we ſhall find, that 
ſuch of them as have been moſt curious 
in their Searches, and bold in their Aſ- 
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Sermon ſertions of the divine Nature, have run 
XI. into the moſt inextricable Diffculties, 
and been embaraſſed with a Number of 
Abſurdities and Contradictions. 
The Epicureans thought the Deity to 
be of the ſame Shape and Figure with a 
Man, and Velleius (who in Tully's moſt 
admirable Conference de Natura Deorum, 
maintained the Doctrines of that Sect,) 
argues for the Truth of it, both from 
the general Sentiments and Conceptions 
of Mankind, as well as the Excellency 
and 1 of an human Body, which he 
thought the moſt proper Vehicle of the 
Deity; and leſt this groſs Aſſertion ſhould 
too much expoſe him to the. Cavils of 
his Adverſary Cotta, he brings himfelf off 
with this ſubtle Diſtinction of his Ma- 
ſter Epicurus; non tamen ea. ſpecies. corpus 
eft, ſed quaſi corpus, nec habet ſangumnem, 
fed quaſi ſanguinem, 1 | 
_ "Tis probable that what gave Riſe to 
this Reſtriction might be the Notion 
which the Epicureans had of Body, ex- 
cluſively of Spirit; and, it is obſervable, 
that the Scripture, (though it be very 
poſitive in aſſerting the Reaſon, of /p1- 
ritual Beings as diſtinct from Corporeal) 
does ſtill repreſent: God the Father of Spi- 
rits with the Eyes, Ears, Hands, and 
other Parts of a Mau Not that theſe 
Repreſentations are to be underſtood in 
a ſtrict and literal Senſe : For this would 
de grols Impiety, and muſt place our 
_ Chriſtian Notions of the divine Nature 
vpon the fame Level with the Abſur- 
AS, as 
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Toning Faculties of an human Soul. 
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dities of the heathen Philgſopbers. Ho- Sermon 
ever, they are made in Condeſcenſion and XI. 


Compliance to our Infirmities, and are 
ſufficient Proofs of the Weakneſs of our 


Underſtanding in framing Notions of an 


infinite and inviſible Being, without the 
Intervention and Aſſiſtance of Matter. 
That God is a Spirit, is a Truth that is 
delivered to us in Scripture, and ſupported 
by the higheſt Authority of Reaſo; but 
then how to account for all the Proper- 
ties. of a Spirit in general, or how to 
frame a perfect Idea of the Spirituality of 
the divine Nature, 1s what utterly baffles 
and confounds all the knowing and rea- 


Athanaſian Creed has given us better Þn- 
ſtruction upon this ſublime Argument, 
than all the corrupt Reaſonings of Man- 
kind poſſibly could do, by teaching us, 
that as the Father is Incomprebenſible, /6 
the Son is Incomprehen/ible, and the Holy 
Ghoſt is Incompreben/ible And this Truth 
is founded upon what our Saviour him- 
ſelf alludes to in St. Matthew's Goſpel ; Math. xi 
As the Father was known of none but the. 
Son, ſo the Son is known of none but the 


| Father. As for us, the Children of Ig- 


norance, and the Off- ſpring of Corrup- 
tion, we are confined in our Searches, and 
zzled in our Diſcoveries. FH have nei- prov. xxx.. 


tber learned Wiſdom, nor have the Know- 


ledge of the Holy For touching the Al- Ja * 
mighty, we cannot find him out Behold, 3 


be is great, and we know it not + He is ex- 


ellen in Power, unſearchable in his Judge 


: ments, 
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Sermon ments, Incomprehenſible in his Nature, and re 
XI. Infinite in his Duration. „ TINT al 
And this brings me to the next Thing P 
propoſed to your Conſideration, vis. 2 

- Secondly, The Deficiency of our IT 
Knowledge, in Reference to ſome of It 

the moſt remarkable Attributes of God. 2 

I ſhall, at preſent content my ſelf with C 

the mentioning of Three only, Omnipre- tl 

fence, Eternity, and Omuiſcience For what I 

relates to the Spirituality of God's Na- tl 

ture has been touch'd upon under our 0 

former Particular, and what may be far- C: 

ther added concerning his Power, his t 

Mercy, and his Wiſdom, falls more natu- 7 

rally under the Conſideration of his Works rl 

of Creation and Providence. it 


Firſt, Then for Omnipreſence, © which h, 


« we are taught by the Schools to define, . by 
« the real Extenſion of the divine Ef- J 
© ſence, through every individual Part 

„of the Univerſe, ſo as to fill All, and F 
to be included by None : That is, not It 
to be circumſcrib d by any Place, or mea- Ir 
ſured by any Particle of Space or Mat- 4 

ter, as other Bodies or Spirits are; but C 


to pervade the Whole, and be preſent E 
on where at one and the ſame Tine. Ir 
his Account of God's Omnipreſence is E 


the more intricate and ſhocking to hu- at 

man Nature, becauſe it is ſo diſtant 18 

from thoſe Methods by which we obtain al 
4 Knowledge in other Caſes. The great= V 
eſt Part of our Information comes from q 

our - Senſes, and the Reports which are || if 


made to the Underſtanding do generally P. 
_ reſult 


oP. 7 C6. ©. 0 TY Mats Da 1 


and Ignorance of God. | 
reſult from corporeal Beings. When we Sermon 


argue about Body or Space, we have no 


Notion how one Solid ſhould penetrate WWW 


another, how one Individual ſhould exift 


in different Places at the ſame Time, or, 


indeed, in any ſingle Place without Gr- 
cumſcription or Commenſuration. But the 
Caſe is vaſtly different, when we argue from 
theſe ſenſible and material Things to an 
Inviſible, Immenſe, and Infinite Being. For 
though Bodies muſt be incompaſſed or 
circumſcribed by other Bodies, yet who 
can incloſe that boundleſs Being, whom 


the Heaven, and the Heaven of Heavens 2 chr vi. 8. 


cannot contain? The Clouds are his Cha- 


riot, and Earth is his Footſtool: Hell Job xxxvi. 
it ſelf is naked before him, and Deſtruction 
hath no Covering his Way is in the Sea, pt 1xxvii, 
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XI. 


his Path in the great Waters, and his Foot- 8. 


eps are not known. 


O God ! How great are thy Works ! 
How deep are thy Thoughts, and how 


infinitely extenſive thy Preſence! The 


Invifibility of thy Nature is no Argument 
againſt thy Omnipreſence, nor our ſhallow 
Comprehenſion any Standard of thy divine 
Efience! When we endeavour to ſurvey 
Infinity, and would follow the Deity thro” 
Earth and Seca, through Heaven and Hell 


at the fame Moment of Time; how 


is our pretended Wiſdom non-plus'd, and 
all the Faculties of Reaſon at a Stand ? 


We might ſtruggle for ever without con- 


quering the leaſt Part of the Difficulty, 
it Revelation were not ſo kind to inter- 
poſe, and Faith to lend her generous Aſ- 

| | ſiſtance. 


Fd 


204 Of our Knowledge, 
Sermon ſiſtance. But, after all our ſuper-naturat 
XI. Aids and Improvements, we muſt remem- 
ber that we are but Men, and are clouded 

with Ignorance in this Tabernacle of Fleſh 
wiſkix. 26. and Blood. The more we ſearch, the more 
wou ſball marvel, and what we cannot fa- 


— we muſt affectionately admire— 


4 ww 


, Secondly, I proceed to ſhew the Un- 
fearchableneſs of God from the Conſidera- 
tion of his Eternity. 5 
We are apt to frame our Notion of 
2 from our Conceptions of Time, 
and when we have an Idea of any Part 
of Duration (whether it be of a Minute 
or an Hour, a Day or a Tear) we are 
taught by the greateſt Maſters of Rea- 
{on to repeat this Idea in our Minds with 
all the endleſs Addition of Number, to 
come by the Idea, of infinite Duration or 
But what are theſe Lengthnings and 
Computations of Lime; what are our Ad- 
dition and Succeſſion, our Prius and Poſter, 
rius, When they come to be applied to 
Jer. li. 15, that High and lofty One which inhabiteth 
Eternity? What ſignify the Meaſure of 
Days and Nights, the Revolutions. of Hear 
venly Bodies, or the ri/ing erer of 
the Sun, to give us an Idea of that great 
Being, who, inſtead of meaſuring” the 
Length of his Duration by theſe Periods, 
I. xc. a. Was God from everlaſting to everlaſting, and 
World without End, even before the Moun- 


A bs Locke's hum Underſt, Be.2, cb. 11 «am 
8 K W 


Lag 
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1 tains were brought forth, or ever the Hea- Sermoik 
d vens and the Earth were made. XI 
h If we may be ſo bold to define when 2 


* this State of Imperfection we can nes 


2 fig ex & to * comprehend, we muſt 
ma hat the Eternity of is one 
73 7 Ny els Act of Duration, which meas 
"= | © ſures all Periods and Portions of Time, 
a» | © without any of the diſtinguiſhing Parts 
of Succeſſion!” And how our Concep= 
of tions are puzzled, and our Reaſon aſto- 
"A niſf'd at the bare Offer of ſuch an Idea 
ut | may be eaſily gather d, from the Neceß 
ute = the Underſtanding is put under, of 
re adding, dividing, and diſtinguiſhing, in an 
ca- Affair which totally excludes all Manner 
ich of Addition, Diuiſon, and Succeſſion. 
to The Expreſſions of the Pfalmiſt 
or (which, 1525 this Topic, are fo lofty 
I and ra n may contribute ſomething 
ind towards the ſtrengthening of our Faith, 
4d- —— (I fear) but fiele towards the per- 
ſte- om 5 our Ideas. Thy Throne is Ma- PL ilk g. 
to 1 of old, and thou art from everlaſting + 
tet h alt endure for ever, and thy Remems 
> of . thro) all Generations. The Barth pf eil. 24, 
ca- all wax old like a Garment, an the Heas 26, 27. © 
gof | vens ſball be changed as a Veftnre; but 
reat | thou (who haſt ſtretched out their Lengths, 
the | and in the Beginning laid their Founda« 
ods, | tions) ſbalt always remdin the ſame, and | 
and rhy Tears ſball never fail, 
e "Thirdly, The laſt Attribute Tan 
— confi der "God  nſeatchable i in, is, his On. 
| — — 
ai 


e South, Pol. 1. Serm 1. 5. 23 5 


_ Fiſcience © 


206 Of our Knowledge, © 
Sermon #iſcience - And if we would proceed up- 
XI. on this Attribute as we did upon the for- 
mer, and, from our ſcanty Notions of 
Things, take our Meaſures of the divine 
Knowledge, we ſhall find the Diſparit 
to be infinite, and our Faculties as much 
confounded. as at the Omnipreſerice and 
Eternity of God. | ſo ri 
_ Whereas we ſee but in Part, and know | 
in Part, and this 1 Knowledge is let | 
in thro corporeal Organs, and this little 
Sight is but, as it were, thro à (Glaſs 
darkly : Whereas we couple Cauſes and 
Effects together, to frame a judgment of 
natural Bodies and the Reaſons of hu- 
man Actions, and by Principles and Poſ- 
tulatums, by Inferences and Deductions, 
arrive at ſome inferior Degree of Science; 
God, by one ſingle Act of Intuition, pe- 
netrates and runs over all Objects, and 
with one clear View ſees thro the Wind- 
ings of Time and the Lengths of Eter- 
nity, and contemplates what is paſt and 
gone as well as what is preſent and future; 
What is contingent, and accidental, as well 
Job xxviii, as What is free and neceſſary - He looketh to 
26. the Ends of the Earth, and ſeeth under the 
pc cxxxix. Whole Heaven; underflandeth our Thoughts 
a. 2 4 and knoweth our Conceptions, be- 
ore the very Mind which conceiveth them. 
Dan. ii. 20. Wiſdom and Might are his; Knowledge 
and Underſtanding. are the Preroga- 
tive of his Nature. He revealeth the deep 
v.22 and ſecret Things; he knoweth what is 
Darkneſs, and the Light dwelleth with 


Yin. But F y 
6 Thirdly, 


N oo by 
. ac. 2D a. 8 


4 NS. 


atk for far aide ter nd wer i 08 ee es 


pretending to explain ever 
about thoſe Beings, whoſe 


aud Ignorance of God. 
Thirdly, 'The next Thing I am to do, 
is to prove the Unſearchableneſs of God 


in Reference to the Works of Creation. 
There is nothing which has more per- 


- 


plex'd the wiſe Men of 1 and 
baffled Philoſophers to an higher 


egree, 
than the Origin and Structure of this vi- 


fible World: The Light of Reaſon ſug- 


geſted to them all, that whatever was 
muſt have a Cauſe, and that ſomething could 


never be the Effect of nothing And from 


hence they run into many fanciful Con- 


jectures and wild 3 itions, and the 
em aſſerted Mat- 


moſt learned amongſt t 
ter co=exiſtent with the Deity, and only 


the Form and Diſpoſition of Things to 


be owing to the divine Architect. 


Now the Fault of all this, was, the 


Want of diſtinguiſhing between what was 
impoſfible and what was inconceivable, and 
making their own Abilities the Standard 
of Omnipotency. Had they had Re- 
courſe to an Almighty and Eternal Be- 
ing, the Production of ſomething out of 
nothing had been an eaſy Conſequence 
from ſuch a Conceſſion, tho' the 


to their limited Capacities. For as the 
Inconceivableneſs of a Thing is no Ar- 
gument for the Disbelief of it, ſo the 

ifficulty 
xiſtence we 
have ocular Demonſtration for, is a To- 
ken of the higheſt Arro 
ſumption. For tho God never acts but 
upon the wiſeſt Motives, yet his WI 
Foam 


gance and Pre- 
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anner 
of explaining it had not always lain level 


e Knowledge, 
Sermon does not always think fit to communicate 
XI. the Reaſon of his acting to us; and what 
2 he does not think fit to communicate, can 
never be a proper Subject for our Deter- 


mination. þ Sg 
TL he beautiful Structure of this World 
is What we ſhould ſurvey with Wonder; 
and the Serviceableneſs of the Creatures 
to Mankind is what we ſhould recount 
with Gratitude : But when we would aſ- 
ſign the Reaſons, why the Deity ſhould 
reſt (as far as we know,) an Eternity of 


Ages, and only exert his creating Power 
for ſome thouſand Years ago; when we 


would be privy to all the Tranſactions 
wider the Sun, and account for the Na- 
ture, Product, and Formation of every 
Creature; into what inſuperable Difficul- 
ties do we plunge our ſelves, and through 
What untrodden Mazes and Labyrinths is 
the perplex'd Mind -forc'd to wander? 
God Almighty ſufficiently ſatisfied Fob 
of his Ignorance of created Beings, when 
he anſwered his impertinent Curioſity, in 
theſe lofty Expreſſions, out-of the Whirl- 
Jobxxxviii Wind: Where waſt thou when I laid the 
+ 55,10, Foundations of the Earth © Declare, if thou 
bat Underſtanding. Who hath laid the 
Meaſures thereof, f thou knoweſt ? Or who 
bath flretched the Line upon it? Who bath 
ſput up the Sea with Doors, and broke. up 
for it the decreed Places, and ſaid hitherto 
ſhalt thou come, and no farther,; and here 
ſhall thy proud Waves be fiayed. © - 
Fourthly, Another Way of God's in- 
conceivable Acting, is by OS 55 1 
34 


ee ee e ci... ci. ic, 7 


N and Ignorance of God, 209 


0 Method being above the Courſe of na- Sermon 
* tural Cauſes, muſt carry Surprize and XI. 
2 Aſtoniſhment in the very Name of it. Y 
EY All the Way we have to come to phy- 
4 cal Knowledge, is by conſidering t e 
A | Virtues and Properties of Nature, and 
2 by making our Experiments and Obſer- 
20 vations upon the 2 wr and Pro- 
- ductions of Things. But how unceitain 
j and ineffectual a Courſe, muſt this he? 
; How vain and fallacious a Rule to judge 
ot by, when the Operations of Nature: may 


:be reſtrain, and the Effects and Products 
ve ſtifled, by the over-ruling Power of a 

ſuperior Agent ? Tis the known Proper- 
Ay. of Fire to burn, and of the Sun to en- 
oy lighten this lower World; and how 


A amazing muſt it be to ſee the Violence of 
. the one quench d, and the Luſtre of the 
£ other eclips'd without any natural Cauſe ? 


" How amazing to behold ſome ſtruck 

q with Blindneſs at Noow=Day, and others 

2 walking thro the "midſt of the Flame 

without ſinging an Hair of their Head, 

5 or ſcorching a Thread of their Garment. 

1 All theſe Things have, and may be done; 

ta for the Power is ſtill in God, tho; the 

h Operation be contrary to the. ſettled - 

oy Courſe of Nature: For God doth' great Job ix. 5; 
Things paſt finding out, and Wonders with- 6, 7. 

out Number. He removeth the Mountains, 

and overturneth them in bis Anger. He 

ers | fſbaketh the Earth out of ber Place, and the 

Wo Pillars thereof tremble. He commaudeth 

n | the Sun, and it riſeth not, and ſealeth up 

Bug the Stars. ot wie TRAY mt 

| 5 P | „ 
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We ignorant Mortals cannot account 


XI. for theſe præternatural Operations, but 
. mutt reſolve all into the boundleſs Power 


— * 4 


Prov. xx 
3, 4 


of an Almighty God: Whilſt we duell 
in theſe Houſes of Clay, our Diſcoveries 


are as low and humble as the Duſt, and 


the ſecret Hand which precipitates or 


ſuſpends Nature, is altogether as incom- 


prehenſible, as it is inuiſible to us. For 


who of us hath aſcended up into Heaven, or 


deſcended? Who hath gathered the Wind 


in bis Fifts* Who hath bound up the Ma- 


ters in a Garment © What is his Name, or 
© what is his Sons Name, if thou canſt 
. LOL e 


Fiſthiy, The laſt Thing I am to roxe 


the Unſearchableneſs of God from, is, 
the Courſe of his Providente. i 
That God Almighty governs as well as 
made this World, is a Truth obvious to 
Reaſon, and confirmed by Experience ; 
and the Denial thereof will involve Men 
in a great many Abſurdities and Contra- 
dictions. But notwithſtanding our Cer- 
tainty of the Government of Providence, 


and the Guidance and Inſpection of a ſu- 
perior Power, yet tis Preſumption to aſ- 


lign the Grounds upon which infinite 
Wiſdom acts, and to reſolve the Diffi- 
culties which reſult from all Events. We 


know fo little of the Cauſes of natural 
Things, and the Principles and Motives 


of Action, that it would be Vanity in us 


to determine any Thing about what is 


ſupernatural and infinite. Perfect Wiſ⸗ 
dom muſt govern the World right roof, 


* 
.. 


by 5 4 ws. © 
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and Ignorance of God. 1 
and adminiſter all Things ia. due Order Sermon 
and Method. But blind Mortals muſt XI 
not expect to be admitted into the Cabi- 
net of the Almighty, to be privy to the 
divine Counſels, and ſee thro the ſur- 
ws Events and myſterious Reaſons of 


rovi 


known the Ordinances of Heaven? Who 
can ſet the Dominion thereof in the Earth ? 


Who hath known the Mind of the Lord, or 


who bath been bis Counſellor © - 


o It is a great Hap og 10 0 A Gp 
imperſect State, ( We know, enough 


both of the Works of Nature and the 


Works of Providence, to ſerve all the 
* wiſe. Ends and Purpoſes of Living; 
< (which is all that is uſeful for us to 
know, and all that God intended we 
ve ſhould know:)“ But the Reaſons 
and Cauſes of Things, the Deſigns and 
Purpoſes of the Almighty, the Riſe and 
Fall of Kingdoms, the De and 
Baniſhment. of Princes, the Turns and 
Revolutions of Nature, do all of them 
entirely belong to that ſupreme Being, 
who had Power at: firſt to make, and has 
ſtill Wiſdom to govern this unſtable 
World — | 8 x 


Having thus, my Brsthrem |. in PR 
Diſcourſes, run thro' the. doQtrinal.Part 
of my Text, and ſhew'd you, at large, 
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ence. O the Depth of the Riches Rom. xi. 
both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God, ** 3* 
How unſearchable are his Fudgments, and Jobxxxyiii, 
his Ways paſt finding out, Who | bath33: 


O our Knowledge, 


Sermon how we cannot by all our Inquiries and 
XI. Penetration, ind out the Almighty to Per- 
WAVY fetion ; ] think it now proper to draw to 


a Concluſion, and to make fuch Improve- 
ment of what has been ſaid, as may be 
ſerviceable to every Auditor: And this 
is what I cannot more eſſectually do than 
e eee 


FOUR T H and laſt Place, by diſſua- 
ding you from a vain Affectation of for- 
bidden Knowledge, and a Curioſity and In- 
quiſitiveneſs into ſuch high Matters as no 
ways concern you, and withal, by enga- 
Fe you to apply your ſelves to thoſe 
Tuths which are plain and obvious to your 
Reaſon, and into the Nature and Deſign 
of which, God has been ſo far pleaſed to 
admit you in this State of Ignorance and 
— as may procure you Eaſe 
in this World, and intitle: you to Salva- 
tion in another. : TY bc 
Firft, For the Mortification of out De- 
fires after forbidden Knowledge, and the 
filencing our Curiofity and Inquiſitive- 
neſs into fuch high Matters as no way 
concern us; we are to confider that Man- 
kind was ſo far from being deſigned to 
know every Thing, that he knows but very 
little of any Thing. There are ſome Things 
which the Angels deſire to look into, but be- 
ing finite- and created Beings, they are 
not admitted to that Privilege: And how 
comes ĩt to paſs, that mortal Duſt and 
Aſbes ſhould pretend to a Degree of 
Knowledge, which Cherubin and Seraphin 
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cannot poſſibly arrive unto? Thoſe Things Sermon 
which are out of the Sphere of Angels, XI. 
can never be adapted to Capacities of WWW 
Men; and notwithſtanding our boaſting 
Confidence and arrogant Aſſurances, we 
do. but expoſe our Ignorance and betray 
our Folly, in aiming to be 20% r than we 
were deligned to be. It is not the Sharp- 
neſs of Parts, or Pregnancy of Wit; the 
Advantage of Improvement or the Cons 
ſtancy of Study, which will be able to 
maſter the abſtruſe and myſterious Parts 
of Knowledge. But after all our curious 
Enquiries and poſitive Aſſertions, after 
all our ſubtle Diſputes and peremptory 

Determinations, we ſhall have too fre- 
quent Occaſions to retract our Verdict, 
and blame our Eren too many O 
portunities to ſee our Exrors, and accuſe 
our ſelves of Raſhneſs and Precipitancy. 
_ Secondly, There is one more particular 

= Pretence to Knowledge, which by the 

le Apoſtle's Advice we are charg'd to avoid, 

& and that is vain Philoſophy, or Oppoſſtions Coe ii 8. 

ys of Science falſely ſo called. For this ſubtle 20. ; 

n- Artifice borrowing the Shape of Reaſon, 

to | and appearing under the Diſguiſe of Ar- 

ry ment, and being ſet off with the 

45 races of human Oratory, did mightily 

e- | annoy the Chriſtian Faith in its Intancy, 

re | and blend ſome of its moſt diſtinguiſhing 

ow | Doctrines with the Dregs and Pollutions 

md | of Heat beniſin. Hence ſprung the dam- 

-of nable Tenets of the * and all the 

hin | {cnfcleſs Jargon of the Valentinian Hereſy. 

on. Hence 
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214 O our Knowledee, 
Sermon Hence ſome of the moſt learned Fathers 
XI. being converted from the Schools of the 
WY VS Phileſephers, retained ftill a Lincture of 

their ſeveral Sets, and almoſt moulded | 
Chriſtianity into Platoniſm. Hence the 
moſt judicious Writers againſt the Hea- 

{ 


thens (ſuch as were Tertullian, Arnobius, 
and Minutius Felix,) make the moſt tra- 
gical Exclamations againſt Philoſophy. 
he common Accuſation was, * Hereſes 
a Phileſophia ſubornantur. Philiſophi Hæ- 
reticorum Patriarche. Quid Athenis & 
Hicroſolymis ? Quid Academic & Eccle- 
fie ? uid Hereticis & Chriſlianis r 
' Now lince theſe Philoſophic Pretences 
have been revived, and the old heretical 
Game play'd over again in our Days: 
Since Revelation has been. ſtruck at by 
Arguments from Reaſon, and the Mor 
/aic Hiſtory of the Creation and Deluge, 
have been controverted and ridicul'd by | 
| 
| 


our modern Virtugſoes: Since laſtly the 
Writers of our gale Syſtems, and 
| the Inventors Ot new Hypotheſes, have 
taken Pains to recommend their deftruc- / 
tive Performances with the Advantages 
of Language, and the enticing Words of 
Men's Wiſdom; we can never more ef- 
fectually obviate the Infection, and ſtreng- 
then the Minds of well- meaning Perſons, 
than by inculcating the Apoſtle's Precepts 
upon this Subject. | | 
x Tim. vi, Avoid profane and vain Bablings, and | 
%, 5 doating about Nueſtions and Strifes of Words, | 


* 
- 


Fend, Praſeripe. er Lib, contra Hermog, 
N 4 whereef 


are plainly 


be, that Men might 


and Ignorance of God. 


whereof cometh perverſe Diſputing of Men Sermon 
of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute of i Truth. XI. 
Beware, left any one ſpoil you with Philoſo- 54 WY 
phy and — Deceit, after the Rudi ments 3 
of the World, and not after Chrift. Be not He. xii. 9. 


carried away with divers and ſtrange Do- 


Grinos; nor be like Children tofſed to and fro F9"-1v-14: 


by the flight aud cunning Craftineſs of 
quibbling Sophiſts, whereby they lie in 
Wait to deceive, | 
Thirdly, Let us apply our ſelves to 
thoſe 'Truths which are obvious to our 
Reaſon, and which we have the Light 
of Revelation to diſcover. | 
Things 8 neceſſary to Salvation 
elivered in Scripture, and our 
Faith, by the Wiſdom of the Church, 
is collected into Summaries and Creeds, 
and every Article is back d with the moſt 
convincing Texts of holy Writ. The 


practical and moral Parts of our Duty 


have the Light of Nature to confirm Re- 
velation, and are ſo plain and obvious, 
that he who runneth may read, and under= 
tand. Do this and live, or do that and die, 
is the general Direction both of the Lat 


and the Prophets; and the moſt ordinary 


Capacity ( unleſs ' devoid of common 
Senſe) cannot be ignorant of the Meaning 
and Obligation of ſuͤch plain Words. 

It is farther obſervable, that there ig 
no Duty of Chriſtianity but what is in- 
culcated ſeveral 'Times by the divine Le- 
giſlator, and perhaps none of the leaſt 
Reaſons of this repeated Inculcation may 
have no Plea for 


> 4 


Of our Knowledge, 


Sermon their Ignorance, and by ſecing their Dus | 


ty almoſt in every Page of the Bible 


might be leſt without Excuſe if they 


did not practice it. For when the 
Light of Nature informs Men of ſome 
Truths, and Revelation confirms them 
in their innate Notions of the ſame 
when the Words of a Law are intel- 
ligible and obvious, and Line upon Line 
and Precept upon Precept, notify the Will | 
of the Law-giver; it is a moral Impoſ- 
tibility tor Men to miſtake in any Point 
of Importance, unleſs the willafly ſhut 
their own Myes, or malicioutly blind 
their Underſtandings. 
Fourthly, This Sort of Knowledge 
which relates to common Matters of 
Faith, and plain practical Morality, is 
moſt eaſy and advantageous to us. For 
This neither pulls up, or preſſes down; 
neither {wells us into Arrogance, nor* 
i ks us into Deſpair; but keeps the 
Soul in a quiet and delightful 8 
and confines the Chriſtian to the Sphere 
of his own Profeſſion. "Tis the attemp- 
ting of abſtruſe and intricate Matters 
which afſects the Brain, and brings Sul- 
lenneſs on the Viſage, and Melancholy on 
the Heart of the Student. is your 
Dealers in Viſons, and your Explainers of 
the Revelations, who commence Preachers 
and Prophets, and turn Enthuliaſts and 
Mad-men. Tis your Predeftinarians and 
Hataliſis who are ſour and rugged, and 
your Pretenders to Election and Grace, 
who ers nen proyd and dien ge 


and Ignorance f Gol. 217 
But the plain Chriſtian, who goes on in Sermon 
the beaten Road of and be- XI. 
lieving, keeps his Head cool and his 
Faith untainted, ſecures his' Peace in 
this World, and extends his Hopes to 
another. (LING 
What ſhould hinder us then from 
embracing thoſe Truths, which offer them- 
ſelves willingly to our unprejudiced Rea- 
ſon ? What ſtrange Infatuation has poſ- 
ſeſsd the Minds of Men, that they 
ſhould defire to pry into thoſe Things 
which God has, at preſent, hidden from 
their Eyes, and yet continue negligent of 
other Points which they are under indiſ- 
penſable Obligations to know and pray 
tice? Our Happineſs does not confi in 
explaining Myſteries, but in doing of our 
Duty, not in diſputing nicely about the 
Trinity, and adjuſting the Differences be- 
4 tween Preſtience and Predeftination z but 
in worſbipping the Trinity in Unity, in be- 
lieving the divine Omniſcience, and in 
2 quietly to the Decrees of 
Piſtbiy and laſtly, This practical Knows 
ledge does not only ſecure our Eaſe in this 
World, but intitles us to Salvation in 
another. £ ; #009 
The Word Salvation contains under it 
an Afﬀiuence and Fruition of all manner 
of Bleſſings, and _—_ the Reft, the 
Entertainments of the Sou} are placed in 
the higheſt and moſt cad Rank. 
Now the proper Delight of the Soul is 
Knowledge, 5 4 tho' ſhe can't be bleſs'd 


with 


- 


"— 


— bled his 2 „ TT .., 


* 
2 
N 
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82 


PC. xvii. 15. 


OF our Knowledge, &cc. 
with ua perfect Enjoyment of it hers, | 
yet Virtue: will ſecure to her the Com- 
pletion of it hereafter. What is neceſſa- 
ry for us to know in this World, is al- 
ready revealed to us, and what is far- 
ther needful to compleat our Happinels, 
ſhall be communicated in another State. 
For the Time is coming, when our Ca- 

cities ſhall be enlarged, our Eyes en- 
ightened, and our Judgments retormed. 

hen Truth ſhall triumph, and Error 
ſhall vaniſh: Faith ſhall be ſwallowed up 
in Viſion, and Grace ſhall give a new 
Turn to the Soul. Then the moſt illi- 
terate Clown ſhall ſtand upon the Level 
with the moſt learned Philoſopher, and 
Virtue ſhall enrich all her Sons with 
the choiceſt Gifts of heavenly Know- 
„ It wr en 
? thy Light, O We ily ex 
pect to /e Light, and when — — up I 
in thy Likeneſs to be ſatisfied with it In 
thy Kingdom we wait for the Fulneſs of 


* 


Jay, and in thy Preſence for the Perfecti- 


on of Knowledge. By the Merits of thy 
Son we hope to have all the Defects of 
our Will pardon'd, and hy the Aſſiſtanco 
f thy bleſſed Spirit all the Errors of our 
Judgment rectified. Amen. 


Now to God the Father, &c. 


The 


The - ſmall Number of true 
cn, 


ee eee 
SERMON 


Preached in the 


Cathedral-Church of WRLLS. 


3 


1 7 74 IE + P4475 ana PREY 


2 


RE v. ili. 4. 


Thou haſt a few Names even in Sar- 

dis, which have not defiled their 
Garments ;, and they ſball walk with 
me in White : For they are worthy. 


HO the Revelation of St. Sermon 
Jobn has always bore the Cha- XII. 
ä | racter of an abſtruſe and enig- . 
matical Book, and thoſe that have been 
moſt converſant in the Study of it, have 
been reckon d Enthuſiaſts or Madman; 
yet it muſt be confeſs d, that ſome Part 
of it is perſpicuous and intelligible, and 
very wholſome Inſtructions may be ga- 


ther d 


220 


The ſinall Number 


Sermon ther d from the Facts recorded in it, to 
XII. prevent the Ruin of a National Church. 
Io perſuade Men, therefore, from a 


total Reading of this Book, is. a Re- 


flection upon the Perſon that penn d, a8 


Rev. i. 1, 3. 


well as the Spirit that indited it; and a 


manifeſt Perverſion of the Ends n 


it Was publiſhed. For it is the Revelation 


| Feſus Chrift, ſignified by his Angel ta 


gf 
FB. 14, 20, 


e Joh And bleſſed is be that 
readeth, and they that hear the Words 0 A 
this Propheſy, and keep thoſe Things whic 
are written therein. © 

Some practical Knowledge, you "IF 18 


to be collected from theſe Apocalyptical 
Writings; and if there was nothing elſe 


remarkable in them, but the Fate of 
thoſe eminent Churches which St. John | 
had planted, and his ſeveral Denuncia- 
tions againſt their luke-warm and apoſta- 
tizing Members; the Peruſal of them 
would be both a curious and prof table 


Amuſement. 


Who can read the Threatnings againſt | 


L 4. Epbeſus and Smyrna, and not be warm'd 
into a zealous Reſentment for the Ho- 


nour of God, and confirm'd in Patience 
and Conftancy under all the Perſecution 
and Suffering of this tranſitory Life ? 

The Charge againſt Pergamos and T 
atira may imprint on our Minds an Ab- 
horrence of Schiſm, and ſhew- us the 
Danger of complying with idolatroys 
Worſhippers, and giving the leaſt In- 
dulgence to carnal On Tz 


The 


of true Chriſtians, „ 


The Church of Philadelphia is a love- Sermon 
ly Pattern of Perſeverance and Integrity: XII. 
But her ' Siſter Laodicea is altogether a. 
odious for her Luke-warmneſs and Indit- * T 5 
ference in Religion. | 
Sardis has ſomething ver deteſtable, 
and ſomething very beautiful in her Cha- 
racter: For, amongſt the Stupidity and 
Deadneſs of her Members, the {ill glo- 
ried in ſome vigorous and active Spi- 
rits, in ſome ſelect Heroes and Cham- 
pions of the Faith, whoſe Mitres had 
never ſtooped to 'Schiſm, and whoſe 
Lawn had never been dipt in Blood. 
Mo haſt a few Names even in Sardis, 
which hade not defiled their Garments; and 
they  ſball walk Ty me in u For 
they are worthy. 


In the Words there are theſe four 
T e to be conſidered. 


FIRST, The ſmall OR. of or- | 
\thidox and "ſincere Chriſtians in the | 
Church of Sardis; thou . feu | 
| Names, even in Sardis. 


| SECONDLY, The Character which 

is given them fot their Zeal and 
Integrity; * baue vor W er 
CHAMP, nf NT 


\ THIRDLY, The Read which/is 
promis d chem by God for their 
ens 3 oy Ny walk with. me 

ui e., 


_— FOURTHLY, 


r PPP 


P 
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Sermon 
XII. ounrhte, A Reaſon f ified 
wr en conferring chis An; ws 
TL EE 


FIRST, 'The firſt Aarti hich 
the 'Text preſents us with, is, That there 
are but a few undefiled — even in Sar- 
dis: And from hence J muſt beg Lens: 
4q: diſcourſe of Tewo Things. * Bu 


Firſt The Smallneſs of the Number 
as 25 truly zealous and orthodox Chri- 
ſtians. 

Secondly, The uſual Method of, Avinc 
Providence, in placing ſome Perſons 
of diftinguiſhd. Piety in n midſt 
of a corrupted Church. 4 


Fin, t am to conſider the ſmall 
N umber of pe: zealous and orthodox 
Chriſtians; Thow bop a few Names, even 
in Sardis, 

Not, but that there might be Many 
who had taken the Name, and profeſſed 
the Doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus; but there 
were Few who copied after the Example 
of a ſuffering Saviour, and livd up to 
the Strictneſs and Purity of the Gaſhel. 
This was a Complaint, not . a- 
gainſt Sardis, but 2 againſt Other 
Churches: It was a Caſe frequently de- 
plored, but ſeldom reform d: A Truth, 
confirmed by Experience, as well as * 
livered by Revelation. The Corruption 
of n 1 * of the Faith, 


bf hue Chiiſtians, 223 
the Diſregard of Communion, and the Sermon 
ridiculing of the Church, do all of them XII. 
bear Witneſs to thoſe poſitive Afﬀertions WWW 
in the Scripture; That many are called, but Mats, xx; 

' few choſen . That wide is the Gate, and % 
road is the Way to Deſtruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat - But that 
ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way 
which leadeth unto Life, and few there. be 


1 e e e 
The Names in Sardis were but few; and 
ſucceeding Generations have had no great 
Reaſon to boaſt of the Augmentation of 
their Number, or glory in the eminent 
"Zeal of their Confeſſors. Virtue has ſel- 
dom dard to make her open Appear- 
'ance, or ſollicit for Converts among the 
Rich and the Noble, She has ſpent her 
Days in Weeping and Solitude, and 
ſought for Protection from Dens and Ca- 
*erns of the Earth. Her Retinue has 
been ſmall and indigent, and Martyrdom 
has lopp'd off her courageous Prelates, 
or Perſecution frightened her ſtraggling 
MEETS % OC, a OL OR 
The Actions of good Men are liable 
to be conceal'd; or, if they ſhould be 
known, to, be violently born down by the 
Noiſe and Turbulence of Faction, or be 
wireſted and perverted by the Malice of 
daring and audacious Sinners. Their 
Practices glide along, like the filent 
Stream, and afford but little Matter of 
Speculation or Remark to thoſe that pals 
by: But the profane Swaggering of the 
Multityde is like the Swelling and Ra- 


ging - 


very modeſt and re Own Ne 
ture, and .doth not love thoſe flaunting 
and popular Airs which Vice generally 
affects to appear in. She never chuſes to 


Proclamations. from the Houſe=top,, And 
the repeated Ho/annahs from the crowd- 
ed Streets below, than in the Retirements 
of the cap and the Applauſes of bin: 


it, and his 


The final! Number 


on ging of the great Deep, which attracts 

XII. the Eyes of 85 

Horror, and drowns all calmer Sounds by 
t Han it ceaſcleſs Din and Clamour. 


Spectators with a ſurprizing 


I0o all this we my add, That piety is 


ervd in its own Na- 


harangue it upon her own Excellency be- 


fore a Concourſe of People; nor courts 


the Stage or the Theatre for the gaining 


of Proſelytes. She delights leſs in the 


* 
. 


that ſteth in ſecret. SP nds bi dof - 
- But notwithſtanding the Modeſty of 
Virtue, the Impudence of Vice, the Re- 
tirement of good Men, and the, flow 
Fours of Religion; it is ſtill; obſer- 
vable ” 


| in the B 4 0 8800 
Second Place, That the wiſe Provi- 


dence of God uſually raiſes ſome. Perſons 
of diſtinguiſhed: Piety, and places them 


8 the corrupted Members of his 
As the Goodneſs of God has ſettled 
the true Religion amongſt us, ſo his Ve- 


racity 18 engaged for the Continuance of 
Power is always viſibly. diſs 


ay d for the Protection of his Servants. 


The Preaching of Noah was remarkable 


in the Old World, and the Converſation. of 
Lot noted in a laſcivious Sodom. 3 5 
1 am 


2 8. 


pers of Baal? And what a lovely 


true Chriſtians. 


Idolatry of the Neighbouring Nations. 
What a Curb were the Prophets to the 


Gen. xv 


19. 


rebellious I/zazlites ? What Terrors did 


religious Princes ſtrike into the 1 
ace 

of a Church did Daniel and his Aſſociates 
maintain in the Babyloniſh Captivity ? 
Under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, we 
find yet greater Matter for Triumph 


and Exultation. For the Method of 


eſtabliſhing our Religion, the Zeal of 
Proſelytes, the Number of Martyrs, and 


the orthodox Corffeſſion of Churches, 


are ſo many ſeveral convincing Proofs of 


the Care of Providence, and the Fidelity 


of the Saints. | 


But yet it muſt Kill be conſeſs d, that 


there is a Mixture amongſt Believers, a 


Leaven which ferments in the Bowels of 


the Church, and diſcovers it ſelf in ſome 
and pernicious Errors. The 


ſwellin 
very Fir Fruits of the Goſpel were 


nipt and wither'd, and Mild Grapes be- 
came the Product of the Vineyard. Some 
were not able to bear the ſcorching Heat 


of the Sun, and wanted Strength to ſtand 


in the Day of Trial : Others had too 


great a Fondneſs for Fleſh and Blood, 


and were too eaſily wrought upon by 
worldly Temptations and Seducements. 


But notwithſtanding this Cowardice, 
this Folly, this Baſeneſs, and Avarice of 


particular Men; what we {till ous 


223 
bam had the Character of commanding Sermon 
his Children and his Houſhold after him, XII. 
and the Patriarchs were a Mall to the Fe 


ut. 


11 
Sermon 


. 
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for, 18, that the Corruption, in ſtrict 
Speech, was never ſo univerſal, that 401 
Were gore out of the Nay and become abo- 


minalle, and that there was none that did 


* * 
- 


 fes, and putreſying Sores: There has not 


Good, no not one The ſpiritual, Diſeaſe 
was never ſo epidemical, that from the 
Sole of the Foct, unto the Crown of the Head, 


ther e was nothing but Wounds, and Brui- 


been wanting a Moſes to fland in the Gap, 


a Phinchas 20 flop the Plague, and a Sa- 


* muel to intercede for a rebellious People. 


When the Altars were demoliſhed, and 
the Prophets ſlain with the Sword, thoſe 


who had not be their Knee to Baal, 


made their Appearance. Whenever He- 


reſy has pluni'd herſelf, and argued for 
an Eſtabliſhment, ſhe has met with thoſe 


who have confronted her Blaſphemies, 


and curb'd her Infolence. The Valenti- 


niaus have been encountered by an Ire- 


neus, the Arians by an Athanaſius, the 


Pelagiaus by an Auguſtine, and all future 


flaming Conteffor. 


Apoſtates by ſome eminent Prelate, or 

*Tis true theſe Champions | ', have 
been inferior in Number to the Enemy, 
and not ſo noiſy and tumultuous as thoſe 
who have. defied the Armies of the living 


Cd. But, like Stars of the firſt Magni- 


tude, they have appeared with a ſurpri- 


zing Luſtre, and always made ſome Im- 


preſſions upon diſtant Bodies. A Succeſs 
anſwerable to the Merits of our Caule, 
is what, we do not pretend to lay Claim 


hs to; but Truth is always ſimple and uni- 


form, 


plain 


form, and the Principles of Religion are Serm 
and defenſible. A Zeal in ſome of XII. 
our Managers, and a Strength of Argu- 
ment in them all, is what our own Ears 
Have heard, as well as our Fathers have 
declared unto us. The Promiſe of God 
for the Perpetuity of his Church, and 
his Interpoſal by ſome eminent Perſons 
for the Preſervation of it, makes us hope 
that our Caſe will never be ſo deſperare, 


as that of the profligate' Fews, when 
Complaint was entred againſt the whole 
Nation by the Prophet Feremy, and Pro- 


clamation uttered in thoſe ſurprizing 
Words, Run ye to and fro through the .* 
Streets, and ſee now and know, and ſeek 
in the. broad Places thereof, if ye can find a 
Man, if there be any that executeth Fudgment, 
that ſecketh the Truth; and I will par- 

don it. 3 


We hope alſo that our Diſobedience 


will never be ſo univerſal, nor our Un- 
dutifulneſs to our Mother 0 flagrant, that 
there ſhould be none to guide her among al! 
the Sons that fbe hath brought forth; nei- 

ther any to take her by the Hand of all 
the Sons that ſhe hath brought up. We 
have found in our Diſtreſs, that ſome 
Perſons have always aſſerted the Doctrine, 
and maintained the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
and that even Blood and Treaſute have 
not been wanting for the Service of Re- 
5 The Scriptures, in the Height 


Atheiſm and Infidelity, can bring 


Vouchers for their Inſpiration, and the 
 Yenerable Trinity has its ſtrenuous Advo- 


Q 2 cates 


li 
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- The ſmall Number 
cates and Abettors. A Man is ſeldom {6 
deformed, but fome Features and Linea- 
ments of Humanity remain: The Sun is 
rarely ſo obſcured, but ſome Ray will 
. through the interpoſing Cloud, and 
fix a manifeſt Diſtinction between Day 


Right Reaſon is not to be totally 


effac d. nor Conviction ſmothered. Con- 


ſcience will work upon ſome Tempers, 
and Grace perfects the Operation. A 


Joint Harmony and Concurrence of Spi- 
ritual Virtues will blow the Chriſtian into 
an Hero, and heighten his Reſolutions 

into Martyrdom. ST 
God forbid that we ſhould deify our 
-own Party, or carry the Praiſes of mortal 
Men beyond their Deſerts : God forbid 
that we ſhould 7 on in any confident Way 


of Boaſting, and glory in the Oftentation 


of our owt! Piety, or the wild Exploits 


of an extravagant Zeal. But ftill Juſtice 


is to be done to the Inftruments of Pro- 


vidence, and the Advocates of Reli gion, 


and the Luke=-warmmneſs of Some is to be 


Judg. v. 5. 


upbraided, and the Courage of Others is 
to be quick ned by the ſhining Ex- 
amples of ſome ſelect Prelates aud Pa- 
triqts. 5 | 


Heart is toward the Governors of I- 
.  rael, who offer themſelves willingly among the | 
People, and engage boldly in the Cauſe | 
of God and his Church: And oh! that 
my Tongue were able to celebrate their 
Praiſes, and that the Prayers of the 
Faithful would continually intercede 5 | 
5 | 5 the 


F true Chiiſtians, 


che Preſervation &f their Perſons, and the Sermon 


Augmentation of their Numbers. 


SECONDLY, I am to conſider the 
Character which is given theſe ſet Names 
for their 'Zeal and Integrity; they have 
not defiled their Garments. . \,. ... 
This Character is negative, and drawn 
up in Oppoſition to the Vices which tile 
Members of the Church of Sardis were 
generally guilty of: And, if, we would 
come to a juſt Notion of the FE,ncomium 
in the Text, we muſt explain what is 
there figuratively and metaphorically de- 


livered,, by the plainer and more conſpi- 
cuous Aſſertions of the Context. 
In the three firſt Verſes of this Chap» | 
ter, we have the following Account of 
the Church of Sardis : I know thy Works © 
that thou haſt a Name, that thou liveſt, and 
art dead; be watchful, and flrengthen the 
Things which remain, that are ready to die- 
For ¶ have not found thy Works perfe# be- 
ore God. Remember, therefore, how thou 
haft received and heard, and hold faſt aud 
repent. ET > ot 95 E 
This general Accufation of the Majo- 
rity of the Church of Sardis, as far as it 
tends to the Renown of the few Names, 
.who have not deſiled their Garments, may 


% 
* 


be reduced to the following Heads: 


_ Fieh, The Imperfottion of the 
Fc a mace 
01 Serbe The Pretenſions of Life, when 
ther are really dead. 1 
ad ˙· © 


The ſmall Number 


Sermon Thirdly, A Default in "Vigilance and 


Watchfulneſs. 5 


Fuurthih, A Want of Perſeverance and 


Conſtancy. 


Firſt, The firſt Accuſation againſt che 
Generality of Chriſtians in Sardis, was, 
the Imperfection of their Yorks - And 


what may be hence inferr'd to the Ho- 


nour of thoſe Few who have not ſtruck 
in with the vicious Multitude, is, the Re- 
gularity of their Actions, and the Con- 
N of their Practice to the Injun- 
ctions of Chriſtianity: The Sincerity of 
the Heart, and not the formal Profeſſion 
of the Lips, was the Glory of their 


Lives. 


We ſee Abundance of Pretenſions to 
Purity amongſt Chriſtians, and find the 
vileſt Actions conceal'd under the Mask 
of Sandtity. Hypocriſy has ſtrangely in- 
feſted the Church of God; and Religion, 
which in its own Nature is pure and un- 
defiled, is made the Cloke Maliciouſneſs, 
and the Tool of Vice. How much then 
are they to be applauded, who live up to 
the Rules of their ſacred Profeſſion, and 
carry on no finiſter Deſigns by hol 

Shams and pious Artifices ? Whoſe 


Works are anſwerable to their Engage- | 


ments, whoſe Love has conſummated 
their Faith, and whoſe Knowledge has 


been ſanctified by Charity? : 


Secondly, Another Fault in the- Chri- 


ſtians of Sardis, was their Pretenſions to 


Life, when they were really dead. * 
© # =— 


of true Chriſtians. 


has a Relation to the Being and Exi- Sermon 
tence of a Church, and all the viſible XII. 
Marks of Church-Communion, notwith= WWM 


ſtanding a Deficiency and Neglect of 
RT. 7 

In Oppoſition. to this, the true Belie- 
ver is not ſo much ſolicitous about the 
Name as the Thing ; and dogs not ſo - 
much ſwell with the pompous Title of 
a Church-man, as rejoice in the ſolid Pie- 
7 undiſtinguiſh'd Virtues of the 
Church. | | 

We know that it is the Cuſtom of a 
great Many to give Encomiuins of the 
Church, who have no extraordinary Opi- 
nion of her Doctrine, or her Diſcipline ; 
and to talk much of her ſecure and flou- 
riſhing Condition, hen they are cramping 
her Jurisdiction, or reducing her Reve- 
nue. But if theſe Men had their Aim, 
and their deſtructive Schemes took Ef- 
fect, the Welfare of the Church would 
be very precarious, and ſhe would re- 
ceive no more Support from ſome ſmooth 
Words and artful Promiſes, than he that 
is naked and deſtitute of daily Food, from 


thoſe tantalizing Expreſſions, - Be thou Jam. is 15 
| 16. 


warmed, Be thou fill. 
Thirdly, The Generality of Chriſtian 
Profeſſors in Sardis were defective in 
Watchfulneſs ; but thoſe Few who were 
exempted in the Text, were eminent 
for the Exerciſe of that Virtue. They 
conſidered the Deſign of their Chriſtian 
Warfare, and in every Station and Cir- _ 
cumſtance of Life, acquitted themſelves + - 
oh e 
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Sermon like faithful Soldiers and Servants of tho 

XII. Captain of their Salvation. If any At» 

Wy > tempt came from Without or Within, 

they were ſtill upon the Defenſive; and 

neither the Wiles, of Satan, nor the In- 

ſtigation of their own Luſts, could beat 

down the Guard, and betray them into 

- the Captivity of Sin, Others might 

Aumber and ſleep, and by a fatal Remiſſ- 

neſs give Way to their own. Deſtruction; 

but they were armed againſt a Midnight 

Surprize, and ready upon an , unuſual 
Summons to meet the Bridegroom. 

In ſhort, neither a Neglect of their 

Duty, a Diſregard of the Enem a Con- 

fidence in themſelves, or a Fallure of 

Courage, did enervate their Diligence, or 

expoſe them to Danger. ac 

Fourthly, The laſt Accuſation which is R 

laid againſt the Bulk of Profeffors, (from F 

whence we are to draw the oppoſite Cha- th 

racter of the few Orthodox Chriſtians) 7 

is the Want of Perſeverance and Con- 2 

ſtancy in Religion. This Charge is in- 

ſerted againſt moſt of the Churches, and 

aroſe 2 — thoſe trimming Doctrines 

Which were introduced by ſome tempori- 

| __  zingChriſtians,and thoſe unjuſtifiable 52 

| * that were taken to avoid Perſecution. 

| In Oppoſition to this general Practice, there 


29 


1 
* 


were ſome Perſons who dard renounce ' 
| Fleſh and Blood, and facrifice their Lives 

| in Defence of Religion; there were ſome 

| Perſons who dar'd to own their Saviour 

| under the . moſt difadvantageous Circum- 


| 9 ſtances, and to magnify their Chriſtian 


* 


Faith 1 


e 2 W 


cm . 
Faith in the Mouths of Lions, or the Sermon 
midſt of Flames. Such may have been XII. 
well ſaid not to have proftitiged their WWW 
Conſciences by any ſervile Com liances, 

or artful Equivocations; not to . re- 
ceded from their baptiſmal Vow through 
any unmanly Fears or avaritious Deſigns; 
not to have ſacrificed the Privileges of 
the Church to the open Menaces of Ty- 
rants, or the more ſubtle Artifices of 
_ falſe Friends. go IS 

As the Courage of theſe Perſons was 
great, and their Example of ſignal Ad- 885 
vantage to the militant Church; fo we 
are not to doubt but in the 


FT HIR D Place, their Service was 

acceptable to God, and a proportionable 
| Reward was to crown their Labours: 
For he that hath the ſeven 9 4 God, and Rev. iv. 1, 
the ſeven Stars, bath promiſed, that they 4+ 
ſhall walk with him in White © 
Theſe Words are alſa metaphorical, 
and. conceived in the dark and obſcure 
Style of the Revelations : The beſt Light 
to their Meaning is in the Verſe follow- 
ing my Text, where the like Expreſſion 
is explained by 1 of more fami- 
lar Uſe and noted Signification in other 
Parts of Scripture; e that overcometh, 
the ſame ſhall be chthed in white Raiment; „ , 
and I will not blot. out his Name out of the 
Book of Life, but I will confeſs his Name 
before my Father, and before bis Angels. 
From theſe two Places laid together, 
ve may ſafely infer, That thoſe who are 


truly 
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Luke Xii. 


thy coſtly. Robes, and. dect thy A 
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truly ſincere and magnanimous -in, the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, ſhall. be adorn'd 
in a royal and magnificent Manner in an- 
other State, and haye the higheſt Marks 
of Honour beſtowed upon them. in the 


Preſence of all the Heavenly Hoſt, This 


is what was promis d by our Saviour in 
the Infancy. of the Church, and was de- 
ſigned to buoy. up the Minds of the 


Faithful 385 t the Sufferings and Perſe- 
of a 


1 r 1 50 N boſo= 
ever (ſays . ſhall confeſs me before Men 
him all the 5, Th 0 Jan oj confeſs before 
the Angels of God. But be that denieth 
me before Men, ſhall be denied before the 
Angels of God. What a glorious Pro- 

miſs is here to Magnanimity and Zeal, 

and what a terrible Threatning to Cow- 
ardice and Apoſtacy ! How ſhall the 
temporizing Sinner ſhake and tremble, 


when his Judge ſhall look him in the 


Face, and all the Heavenly Hoſt. be Spec- 


tators of his Villany ? But with what Ap- 


plauſe ſhall he. be received, who has not 
truckled to the Mighty, nor flattered the 
Proud; who has not complimented away 
his Religion upon a Proſpect of Gain, 
nor ſneak'd from his Principles for Fear 
of Puniſhment ; but has. combated Here- 
ſy in every Shape, and been an Advo- 


- 


cate for Truth in the moſt perilous 


Times. F 

Mell done, Thou goad and Feine, Fer- 
vant Sit at my right Hand, thou mag- 
nanimous and triumphant Soul: Put on 


0 
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Gold; for the King of Glory has adopter Sermon 
thee into the Number of the Firſi=born, XII. 
thy Com- VDV 


o 


and Saints and Angels are to be 
panions in Paradiſe. | 


FOURTHLY, I am to. conſider 
the Reaſon ſpecified for conferring a Re- 
ward upon the few Names in Sardis: They 
are worthy. of 26) e 
To be worthy in a ſtrict Senſe, or to 
claim any Thing of God upon the Score 
of our perſonal Merit, is altogether in- 
cConſiſtent with the Sinfulneſs of our Na- 
ture; but to be wort hy in a qualified Ac- 
ceptation of the Word, and to be intitled 
to the Reward of our Sincerity thro 
the Merits and Satisfaction of our Re- 
deemer, is Privilege enough for Duſt and 
Aſbes. In this lower Meaning of Mor- 
thineſs, the Saints in the [I ext are parti- 
cularly characteriʒ d, and diſtinguiſh'd 
from the vicious Multitude. They 
have behaved themſelves as they ought, 
and from hence accrues their Title ac- 
cording to the Chriſtian Tenure; and 
the Veracity of their God, and the Me- 
rits of their Saviour, will veſt them in 
the Poſſeſſion of it. You ſee ho their 
great Maſter extols their Services, and 
8 of them in Lerms which almoſt 
equalize his own Sufferings: They ſball _ 
walk with me in White; for they are wor=- 
thy They are fit Companions for the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, becauſe their Actions re- 
ſemble his The ſame Cauſe has figna- 
liz d their Courage, and the ſame k * . 
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Sermon of Death has frequently terminated their 
XII. Life, — Well then may they be Sharers 
An the Reward, and Inheritors of the 
Bliſs ; as they were Partakers of the La- 
| bours, and involved 1 in Les Suren of * 
their Lord. 
No if 3 bild arrive at the "ARS 
Degree of Perfection here, and the ſame © 
State of Happineſs hereafter, with thoſe 
tw Names which are ſo much magnified 
in the Church of Sardis; I muſt beg 
Leave to preſs your Minds theſe 
three Things, when th ſhall ſerve as ſo ma- 
3 Bi Inferences to (oe; N Tu- 09-5, res 
i 


iſcourſe, 


"Firſt The maintaining of good Prins 

-  {"CLpIEB. |. 
Y Secondly, 'The not being diſcourag? d at 
the Smallneſs of your Number. 
Thirdly, The avoiding the Influence 
and Solicitation of the Multitude. 


"Firſt, The firſt Thing to ber ard 
from the fore-going — is the Ne- 
ceſſity we are under of weinten n 
N Principles. 

Some Perſons 1 of late Veatrs run 

great Lengths in Praiſe of moral Men, 

and beſtowed 8 audy Characters up- 

on the Arians $ cinians of our A In 
upon the Account of their practical 

tues: But ſuch Perfons would do well rel 

_ "confider, that there are other Graces 3 
Qualifications befide Temperance, 


ET; ee — 2 and 3 to 


_ 


25 h conſtia 


2 


— 
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tonſtitute a good Man: And though the Sermon 
Ring-leaders of Hereſy ſhould be exem- XI. 
plary for ſome of theſe Virtues ; yet 
their ſpiritual Pride, their dictating | to 
Authority, and their new-modelling of 
Scripture, 'are ſuch Aagrant Crimes as 
ſhould provoke our Satyr rather than our 
Panegyrick. %% Ot La 7 EI 
If the doing of ſome Things well 
were ſufficient for Juſtification, and the 
Obſervance of two or three Points were 
| keeping the whole Lau, the Apoſtle had 
no Reaſon to be ſo ſevere upon Sardis and 
her Siſter Churches: For they were all 
of them eminent for many Virtues; but 
a Looſneſs of Principles, and a trimming 
Spirit was crept. into their Members, 
and the God of Truth and Conſtancy 
could not bear this Winding and Shufs 
fling in Religon _ #25 y 
he Memorial of theſe Churches is 
now ceas'd, and their Candleflicks are re- Rev i 4. 
moved out of their Places; and if we 
would avoid their Fate, we muſt. take 
Care not to relinquiſh our Principles by 
their Example. Remember therefore how c. wi. 3. 
thai haſt received and heard, and hold faſt 
and repent ; Hold faſt the Profeſſion of your Hebr. x23. 
Faith without wavering, and faulter not in 
any Article of it upon Pain of Damna- 0 
tion. Keep what thou baſt, that no Man Nom it. 
take away thy Crown ; and be ſtedfaſt, un- , cot. xv 
moveable, always abounding in the Work of 55. 
. the Lord, that thy Labour may not be in 
_ vain in the Loris 


- Secondly, 
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Sermon * Secondly, 'The next Inference is the 
XII. Encouragement, which the ſmall Num- 
ber of the Faithful may receive from the 


Corruption of the | 
my gather the Neceſſity of avoiding the 
Influence and Contagion of the Multi- 


Character here given of the few Names 
in Sardis : For as they were extoll'd and 
rewarded, fo ſhall all thoſe that tread in 
their Steps, and copy out their Virtues. 
Fear not, little Flock; for ye are the ele& 
and beloved of the Lord, and it is your 


Fathers good Pleaſure to give you the King- 


dom. The Smallneſs of your Number 


ſhall not be any Impediment to 1g Pro- 
motion, nor the Diſgrace of this World in- 


capacitate you for the Crowns and Sceptres 


of another. It is Truth, and not Popu- 


larity, which you are to aim at; Faith, 
and not Pretenſion, which you are to be 


favd by: And if your Converſation bas 


been as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, (how- 
ever you have been wet © and diſ- 


courag'd upon Earth) your Father which 


feeth in Secret ſhall reward you openly, and 


by the Warineſs and Circumſpection of 


your walking, condemn thoſe who 'ruſh 
on in the broad Way and beaten Road to 


Deſtruction. _ en) 
Thirdly and- 8 From the _ 


urch of Sardis, we 


- 


trade. : 


It is not Numbers can defend, or great 


Pf. xlix. 7. 


Names patronize you: For they cannot 


deliver their own Souls, much leſs can they 


make an Agreement for Others. Mighty 


Men ſhall mightily be tormented, their Sta- 


tions 


„ 
AJ 
. 
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tions ſhall. add to their Guilt, and the Sermon 
Abuſe of their Talents aggravate. their XII. 
Damnation. | ED ee 


j 
[ 
| 


Me are not to enquire, Whether any 

of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees have he- John vii 4& 

lieved on him, nor are we to have Mens 

Perſons in Admiration to the influencing 

of our Faith: Much leſs are we to make 

that uncharitable Reflection, This People 

who knoweth not the Law, are curſed. v. 

We are not to enquire what ſuch a 

Prelate hath wrote, or ſuch a Nobleman 

practiced ; but the Rule is before us, 7 

and the Word within our Lips. Reaſon 

and Education have made us Judges 

of common Senſe and Truth, and we 

need not be new=-diſciplin'd in our 

Faith, and have the Ol G "pet gloſs'd 

upon and commented away for the Sup- 

port of Party and Faction. 


* 
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Stand ye therefore in the Ways, and Jer. vi. 6. 
fee and ask for the old Paths; where is 
the good Way, and walk therein. Ac EL ind 
cept no Perſon againſt your Soul, and let 
not the Reverence of any Man cauſe you , 
zo fall. Whatſoever Things are Pri- 
mitive and Oxthodox, WY Hatſoever Things Phil. iv. 8 
are true, Whatſoever Things are honefl, 
. Whatſoever Things are juſt, Whatſoever 
Things are pure, Whatſoever Things ars 
lovely, Whatſoever Things are of good Re- 


Port; if there be any Virtue, if there be | 
any Praiſe, think on theſe Things ; and 
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Sermon the Patron of Obedience - ſhall reward 
XII. your Thoughts, and the God of Peace 
fal be with you for evermore. Amen. 


Now to God the Father, God * 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be 4 


| rendered and © aſcribed all Power, 
2 oh 4; y, Glory, and Adoration, © 
»- now and for ever. Amen. 
Honeſly 
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IN TWO 
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Preached at 


5 ED iy * 
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9 DA N. vi. oy ; lt] 
The ſaid theſe Men, We ſhall. not find 
any Occaſion againf this Daniel, ex- 
|, cept me find it 728845 bim e 
1 Lam of bis God. ts I 


MONG ST all * 7 wich Sermon 
were: carried, from Jeruſalem to XIII. 
X Babylon, Daniel was one of the Pct 
3 eminent for Piety and Wiſdom, and 
the moſt ſerviceable to that conquering 
State which it was his misfortune to. 
ſubject to. At his firſt Arrival in a 9 — 
reign. Land, he, in Conjunction with his 
chow Friends (Shadrach, Meſhach,and Abed= 
nego) were ſingled. out as Perſons well- 
Fauour d, and skilful in all Miſdom, and * +: 
3 AS in * and unlerſtanding 


Sci ence, 


11993 | 


* 122 
-, * 
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| Honeſty | proſecuted : Or, $a oy 


Sermon Science, and ſuch as had. Ability in them to 
XIII. ftand in the King's Palace And the 


C. Vo 12. 


8. i. 20. 


oyal Orders were accordingly iſſued 
out for their Inſtruction, by the Maſter 8 
the Eunuchs, in the Tongue and Language of 
the Chaldeans, to qualify and capaci- 


tate them for the future Service of the 
Kingdoms”. .0 772 21 8 

In a ſhort Time, the excellent Spirit 
_ which was in Daniel, did diſcover it ſelf 


in /teing of Viſions, and interpreting Dreams; 
in ſhewing of hard Sentences, and diſſolving 
of Doubts ; inſomuch, that in all Matters 
of Wiſdom and Underſtanding that the 
King enquired of him, he found him ten 
times better than all the Magicians and 
3 that were in all his Realm. 

heſe extraordinary Gifts and Qualifica- 


tions did no ſooner make way for his 


on Promotion, but they drew the Envy 
and Reſentment of the Courtiers upon 
his Head. For when he out- ſtripp'd the 
Chaldeans in Wiſdom, and the Princes of 


Babylon in Preferment, it was natural for 


| theſe diſguſted Perſons to think of 


Repriſals, and to conſign their grand E- 
nemy to the Den of Lions, and his three 
Friends and Abettors to the fiery Furnace. 
However, the good Providence of God 
did carry them victorious and triumphant 


through all theſe Barbarities, and even 
flopp d the Mouths of Lions, and quench d 
the Violence of Fire, for their Deliverance 
and Preſervation. ' Every Stratagem turn- 
ed 1 the Head of the Contrivers; eve- 
ry Accuſation diſplay d the * of 
p (94-1 3 | | 1 
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their Accuſers, and every Proſecution Sermon 
ended in a freſh Promotion of the In- XIII. 
nocent. 5 e 
Thus Daniel continued in Favour at 
Court in the Reigns of Nebuchadutzzar, 

and his Son Belfhazzar ; and When the 
Empire was transferr d to the Mader, and 
Darius was on the Throne, we find Da- 
viel appointed the Chief of the three Pre- © vi. 1, 2. 
fidents, who were to receive the annual 
Accounts of inferior Princes, and to audit 
the Expences of the Kingdom. | 

In fine, the King was ſo well pleas'd ; 
with his Management, that he thought to v. 3. 
et him over the whole Realm, and to make 
him the ſole and abſolute Minifter of 
Stare. | l 

This ſo highly incenſed his Bro- 
ther - Courtiers, that they ſought in 
the firſt Place o find Occaſion againſt : 
him concerning the Kingdom, and to ground 
their Impeachments upon Miſdemeanons and 
Male- Adminiſtration. But when his A- 
counts were too clear to be inſpected, 
and his Fidelity too flaming to be op- 
poſed, Policy inſtructed them to turn 
their Heads another way, and to enact 
fuch a general Law about Religion, as 
would certainly take hold of Daniels par- 
coi Ce ee 
Then ſaid theſe Men, we ſball not find 
any Occaſion againſt this Daniel, except we 
" 1 againſt bim concerning the Law of 


* 


"Ks From 


- ad... - Sar 


* 


244 Huone ſiy proſecuted: Or, 
Sermon E theſe Words I ſhall raiſe — Ob- 


XIII. ſervations for the e of my 8 
REY Diſcourſte. 


| FIRST, Thar ches tis 4 Diffidence 


or Hefitancy of ang in her uns 
upon Virtue. r 


sheomp x, That the. CRY 
with Caution and Policy for the 


more effectual Accom — 1 
her Deſigns. nk 


THIRDLY, IG =o is a Worth 
na wirtuotia Perſon which is ſuffici- 
ently acknowledged, even by his -þ 


| nemies. 


F o RT HIL, That the Fidelity 
of a Miniſter r him odious 
to his une Brethren. 


5 FI FTHLY, That Rtimion; is ih 


Handle made uſe of for his Re- 
Ae Mal. 


8 IX 'T H LY, That notwithſtanding, 

this Plotting and Contrivance of 

wicked Men, yet ſtill the more reli- 

gious Men are, the greater Friends 
they will prove to Government. 


F IRS * 1 binde from the Text 
the Diffidence and Heſitancy of Vice in 
her early Attem pts upon Virtue © W* 

47. | _ 


4 
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Fidelity odour: ro corrupt Cotrtiers. 
ſhall "nat u 8. ee e this Sermon 
Daniel. . e XIII. 


His Accuſers ſem embarraſs'& and per- WY Wy 


pk d, non- plus d and puzzled in the "ory 


ormation of their Scheme: They loo 
with a faint Heart and a pallid Counte- 


nance on both Sides of the Queſtion, and 


turn the Arguments over and over in 


their Thoughts, before they venture up- 


on an Experiment: But the Difficulty 
thickens upon their Hands, new Obs. 


cles ariſe in their Minds, arid the Fear of 
a Miſcarriage retards. their Proceedings. 


Whether e, may not be a lit- 


tle quick and x gent, and cool the Fu- 


ry of the firſt Onſet, is very natural. for 
us to conſider. For Vice encounters with 


Obſtacles as well as Virtue, and proceeds 


leiſurely at firſt by certain Steps and Gra- 
dations. Like heavy Bodies, ſhe ſets out 


ſlowly in the Beginning, but Strength is 


added in the Courſe of the Journey, and 


the Motion is accelerated by the. N car- 


na DOI LOT 1 
Nemo reponte, uit turpilſt Mm. 


Exerciſe and Experience, to form a ik 
lain as well as a. Saint. Nature has left 
the ſtricteſt Guard upon Virtue, and OT 


ricadoed and fenced; up the Wa | 
1 len Intereſt 


all ſudden Attacks. Res ſon 
are Enemies to Vice, — the _ Angel of the 


Lord flamnds with his Sword drawn. in his 


Juv. Sat. 2. 
140 hene muſt be Lime and A 22292 


— to retard her Ee. ad W „ 


2 * Dl ht: Mo 3 
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Haoneſty proſecuted: Or, 
The great Parent of Sin does not open 
the black Scene all at once, for fear of 


82 intimidating and confoundin his Vota- 


Dan. vi. 7. 


ries. He draws on his raw Diſciples by 
Degrees, trains and diſciplines their ten- 
der Limbs in the School of Villany, and 
fluſhes them with little Prizes, be dre he 
5 them upon the moſt daring Crimes. 
And this brings me to A next Oe 
vation from the ext, vi. Kg, fi 


* 3 © 
15 , $4» 
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SECONDLY, The Policy. off Vice 
= the Proſecution of we e De- 
* AN 
K che A beben us, ed is Con- 
—.— and Caballing, Contrivance and f 
— way 9 amongſt the Prefidents of the 

oſs dom, the * and _ DMs 

ounſellors and the Captains And the 

Reſclt of all is, We muſt not proceed 
with Raſhneſs and Precipitaney, and fool- 
iin accuſe a Man for What all ſober 
Perſons will acquit him. No; the Scene 
muſt be wiſely laid, and Craft "muſt cover 
our Malice, if wg. exhect Succeſs: Things 
are not yet ripe for a "Diſcovery, nor are 
the People repara for Action: 
Zeal for our hk Maſter muſt ben — 
conſpicuous, and ſome'new Laws enacted 
to enſnare our common Enemy. So po- 
tic is Vice, When ſhe is moſt inveterate ! 
So artfully does ſhe conceal her Anger, 
when ſheis moſt deſperately bent upon 
Deſtruction! She ſeems ſometimes to 
halt and pauſe; 70 Took this Way and that 
Way, for tear a * Eye ſhould make 


all 


* 
1 


ed, and the 


Fidel, ty. odigus to corrupt. Cowrtiers. 


unlucky Diſcoyery : She beats a Par- Sermon 
= to gain Time, and concert new Mea- XIII. 
. but ſhe never BITE over her main SC 


Deſign,.. or makes 2 laſting Truce with 
r — — Her Hatred to Vi irtue is 
innate and perpetual, and can no more be 
reconciled 5 Contradictions united. 
Deſtruction tis. always. on the Anvil, and 


| W ar is conſtantly. in Agitation, tho” pub- 


Hoſtilities are not immediately beguii, 
nor Proclamation made to the wide 
World. Concealment is the Artifice on 
the Part of Vice, and a great Deal of 
pa Fig 8 Action. The 


World muſt be. firſt amus d with the 
Sufferings of the Aggreſſor, and the 


Neighbourhood prevented from taking 
of Parties: Some plauſible Exception 
muſt be invented, a2 ſome Injury or 


Affront retended, before the Trumpet 
is blown, ro the Campaign W 


Thus it fares with irtue and Vice, as 


it did with Carthage and Rome There 


was always a jealous. Eye between theſe 


two potent engl rival States, and a ſecret 
2 of the growing Greatneſs of 


each other; 175 the Envy was conceal- 

ſentment pere d, till 
the ' afſifting. of an Enemy, or £5 an- 
noying of an Aly was the ſpecious 


R for an open Rupture. 


The Villain has 5 7 95 and Cobſci- 
ence in his Mouth as well as the Saint, 
and 5 the Dagg er till nar Wy with 
en ECUr Ive the mort ound. 

* R 4 A Dif- 


2 — — 
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Ex0d. i. 10. 
vance of the King of E gypt for the EN. 


Honeſty ROY Or, 


A Diſcovery is the firſt Step to a Defeat, 
and to alarm the Garriſon is to 'Provoke.: Y 
warm Rencounter. 'Come, on, let ur = 

wiſely. with 1 47 Was the politic Contr bi. 


tirpation of the F aelites ; 84 5 the fame 
Guard and Circumſpection is remarkable 
In ever ry enterprizing Sinner. He muft 


a raw Practitioner, a very Novice oh . 
Oeee 


ap in Vice, who does not 4 


with Caution, and act upon the 75 
Grounds, for Fear of a "Mi carriage. The 
Practice in this Caſe is like that of aManwho 
collects all his Strength to give an Home 
'Thruſt; who endangers” his Life if he 
miſſes his Aim, and by the Vielence of 
the Motion, throws himſelf e the 
Probability of a e nets 4.5 10 
THIRDLY, There is «Worth 10 
a virtuous perſon Which is "ſufficiently 
acknowledged even by k his Enemies. 
There is ſomething in Virtue ſo awful 


and commanding, that her. 3 49 


v 85 l and 5 ſome ubhappy 


ſilences her Enemies, and generally brings 
her Votaries off with Credit and Honour: 
There is alſo ſomething in the Conſcten- 


ces of wicked Me ſo ſtobborn and relu- 


ctant, as cannot be totally ſuppreſs d or 


eating d. The Fury may be intoxi- 


cated and laid afleep for a Time, but 
the wakes in a Surprize and Conſterna- 
tion, and like Perſons guilt y of Murder, 
will hover over the Place where the Fact 


Cirs 


Circumſtance which it was the Intereſt of Sery 
the! Agent to have-concedled. XII 
Sometimes the Heinouſneſs of Guilt, FN 


nd the Internal Laſhes'and Remorſe"of -. .. 


Mind, produce 4 voluntary and genuine 
3 Confelliph of our own Villany, aud foros 
us ko clear thoſe WEO ae Cc! un- | 
7 ene eee 
At other Times toe much Arvifide to. 
conceal! a Matterynd" an unſcaſonable 
Officiouſneſs in our dun Vindication, is 
the” firſt A to the Diſcovery el, 5. 

Crime. 15 14. Kid. 1. lt, 

Sometimes too fierce an JON, 8 
males the Sincerity the Accuſer calld 
in Queſtion, and diſplays the Inhocence 
of the accuſed t We Confuſion of the 
Malice and Partiality f his Enemies: . 

At other Times à pricking Afffiction 
brings the Memorial of perſecuted Vir- 
tue into our 'T houghts, and moves out 
Lips to ſuch a Conteffion of our n 
Gul, as will magnify the Praiſes of thoſe 
whom we have clandeftinely injur d. d. This 
was the Caſe of Jacob's Sons, When be- 
ing roughly treatèd in 1 55 and touch 
with Remorſe for their Cruelty to 
pb, They e one to another, We. ave wonily cen al K 
Zuilty concerning our Brother, in that doe 
ſaw the Anguiſb 'of bis Soul, when D Be. 


ſought #5, and we would not hear; e 
14 988 Bunge you: e boy of Ma 


| LASTLY, The Nature of the le. 
tion is oftentimos ſuch, as, in the Open- 
ing aud nn af itz to coninee im- 
partial 


Fideliy odious to corrupt Courtiers. 249 


F 


230 .. Honeſty: proſecuted . Or, IP! 
Sermon * Spectators, and e 4 Terror 


XIII. even into the very judge. Thus 7:late, 
tte Trial of our Saviour, knowing. hat 
Mat fit. 2% 20s for Envy had delivered bim, 
Ie a private Declaration to his Profe- 
38. -  cutars, that he found no Fault in him at all, 

and before tlie paffing of Sentence... 

| Condemnation, publicly waſhed bis H 

2 gang himfelf f — Baſe off; . 
Fer 134 Baptiſt had 

Character of forms ail ov'd 

of by Herod, whes a; — erodias 


had the Gratit of his Head. St. Darts 
Preaching was ſo powerful to make Felix 


AR . \premble, and Agripps declare hirſelf th 


c. v. 27s moſt a. Chriſtians». nid ben 52 

From all theſe, Inſkances FO appears, 

that there are frequently ſome. vidences 

and” Tokens of a good Man's Innocence 

under an unjuſt; Prpſecution; and that, 

upon the Canvaſs and ſiſting of Matters, 

ſome Teſtimonies ſurprizingly ariſe, and 

ſome Confeſſions are vnvarily. broach'd,| in 
behalf. of. the O ppreſſed- W 1. 

3 80 . 
Works to, diſplay her — to vindi- 
2 her Profeſſors, to convinee Specta- 
tors, and confound- her very Adyerſaries. 
Fa She _ wY why, Evicancs ſuificient up- 

on any I encounter, to clear and 

bY — Free the. Spot; but if 
her Accuſers ane be ſo clamvrous to 

hes Fong njuſt —— againſt her, and 

o weak and partial to giant 

it, they are willing; 'to- ſhift- the Guile = 
bm. to 2 and by: their Cut- 

* 


* 
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ting and Shuffles ſhew themſelves aſham'd Sermon 
of what they have done. The artful XIII. 

udge ſays, "The Law. Condemns, and the 
Nag epi replies, Look thou to that Conſei- 
ence cries out, Have Nothing to do with 
that juſt Man, and Reaſon trembles at 
the Entail of Blood upon ourſehves and Our 
n IL 

In ſhort, the finches 120 unbiaſd 4 Judg- 
ment-of all, who are any Ways emplo 
or concerned againſt an innocent ern 
ſeems to be the ſame with that of Fe 
in the fore-mentioned Caſe of St. 2 Act. xxvii. 
Ye ſee this Man againſt: whom the Multi: 7. 24 
tude of the Fews have ſtorm'd for Juſtice, 
and laid many grievous Complaints which 
they could not prove; but I have not found 
any Thing in him worthy of Death, and it 
ſeemet h. to me unregſonabls to detain a Pri- 


foner without ſome: Proof of the Orimes 4 
laid againſe bim. „ e 


FO RTHLY, Nokia Bc the 
Worth of Virtus i is always Privately, and 
ſometimes Publickly acknowledg d by bad 
Men; yet this Acknowledgment is not of 
ſuch! perpetual Force and Efficacy, as 


ſecurè the Intereſt, and indemnity "the 
Perſons of good Men. 


This abundantly a y ars from the _ 
cited Inſtances of 2 late, Feſtus, Felix, 
and Agrippa, who, notwithſtanding their 
general Encomiums of Innocence, and 
ſtudied Harangues upon Juſtice, did, in 
the Execution of their Office oppreſs t the 
e and contradict the Other. 


Bad 


„ Honefly proſecuted Oil 
Sermon Bad Men have always ſome favourite 

XIII. Humour to gratify, for the ſerving of 
V ulich they willingly lay afide all the Re- 


ſtraints, and leap over all the Obſtacles 
which are caſt in their Way by Religion 
and Conſcience. Whatever their cool 
and weigb'd Sentiments may be conceru- 
ing the Dignity of Virtue; yet when 
Ambition. begins to ſtorm, and Pleaſure 
to inycagle; / when Self- love makes her 
Propofals, and Avarice lays in her de- 
ſtructive Claims; then Reaſon immedi- 

ately retires from her Poſt, and Con- 


ſcience is obliged to ſtrike under to 


Thoſe that will have Riches and Pre- 
ferments muſt run into all Meaſures, and 
boggle at nothing for the Accompliſhy 
ment of their Deſigns: One Man muſt 
be diſplac'd, and another advance d; an 
Enemy courted, and a Friend caſhier d; 
Fidelity muſt be arraign'd, and Oppreſ- 
ſion dignified; Innocence muſt be rurnd 
2 of .the- Hay, and Juſtice bor down ber 
Ibe Nicled can never think themſelves 
ſecure ,whilſt they are in Partnerſhip and 
Conjunction with the Righteous; neither 
can they carry on their Intrigues to their 
own private Advantage, whilſt Virtue is 
a Spy upon their Actions, and! Juſtice - 
looks with an auſtere. and reprimanding 
Countenance upon their Terlons The 
their Works f Darkneſs, and the Exam 
ple of others is too palpable a Convio- 


bed tion, 


Fidelity odibus to corrupt Courtiers. 253. 
tion, and too manifeſt a ee to Sermon 
their Practices, XIII. 

Hence tis that they a are frequently ſo n 
induſtrious to miſlead the Simple, to im- 

pon the Credulous, to ſeduce the 
Each fat and pervert the Ignorant. | Some= 
times there appears a great Deal of artful 
Solicitation - and Addreſs in corrupt 
People, to warp the Principles of Men of 
Fidelity, and draw them over to the 
Schemes of their Party. At other Times, 
there are Leagues and Confederacies 
amongſt themſelves to ſtrengthen their 
Intereſt, and augment their Numbers, - 
from the Prof of a Booty. Come, 
(ſay they,) caft in thy Lot among us, Le Prov. L 13 
us have all ons Purſe + We ſball find all * 
precious Subſtance, we ſball adorn our Houſes 
with Spoil. Come on, let us fill our Bellies | Ann 
with delicious Wine, and anoint our Heads * 
with coſtly Ointments; let us enjoy the good 
Things that are preſent, and crown our. 
Temples with Rofe=buds before they be 1 
thered. 
But when Intriegues, Derſuaſions, ad 
Cabals are not ſo fortunate and ſucceſsful 
as may be expected, then the Polititiang 
* to Malice for Redreſs, and court Cru- 
ty to their Aſſiſtance: Vice throws off 
; the Diſguiſe, and grows clamorous' and 
ns at the Diſappointment, and, like 
n up in the Bowels of. the 
Latz, aks forth with a greater Fury 
and Impetuouſneſs. Let us lie in wait 
_ (fay the Ungodly,) for: the Righteous, be- 
e be is not for our Turn, and be is clean 
| con- 


= _ * 
N — . — 
. * 22 * 5 * 
| x . * * 


| 254 _. i Honeſly proſecuted : Or, 
Sermon contrary to our Doings : He upbraideth us 
| XIII. with the offending of the Law, and objett= 
NV bh to our Infamy the Tranſgreſſings - our 
| 5 ny Education. He profeſſeth to have the Know= 
16. tedge f God, and calleth himſelf the Child 
[ the Lord. He was made to reprove our 
houghts;, and he is grievous unto us even 
to behold : For his Life is uct like other 
Mens; bis Ways are of another Faſhion. 
We' are eſteemed of him .as Counterfeits - 
He abſtaineth from our Ways as from Fil- 
 thineſs. He pronounceth the End of tho Fuſt 
to be bleſSd, and maketh his Boaſt that 
God is his Father. 91” 
From this remarkable Paſſage of the 
Book of Wiſdom, (which J have choſe to 
' recite at large, becauſe it is ſo pertinent 
Us an Illuftration of the Subject under De- N 
| | bate) we — plainly ſee, that all the / 
| Malice, the Solicitations, the Cabals, the 3 
Menaces, and Cruelty of wicked Men 
againſt the Righteous are, becauſe they 
will not ftrike in with their Mea. 
ſures, and patronize them in their Ex- 1 
actions. aug 1 | 
A faithful Daniel will always be hated 
by his corrupt Brethren, and as long as 
his Fidelity and their Corruptions conti- 
nue, there will be continual Struggles 
and Artifices to miſrepreſent him to his 
Maſter, and difplace him from his Ho- 
| But let Envy fret, let Faction ſtorm, 
1 and Malice hatch never ſo many Accuſa- 
tions; it is ſtill to be * — that the 
| Example of Daniet will rect and influ- 


„ 
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ence our Chriſtian Stateſmen; and that Sermon 
a Senſe of Duty, the Inſtigation of Con- XIII. 


ciples, will ſo actuate Men in Authority, as 
to promote the Good of the Public, to 
eſtabliſh the Proſperity of the Church, 

and ſecure the Properties of their Fel- 
low-Subjects. Amen. 3 


ſcience, and the Prevalency of good Prin 
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2 Po DAN. vi. C 
Then * theſe Men, We ſball not 
ind any Occaſion againſt this Da- 
maiel, except we find it againſt bim 
concerning the Law f his God. 


Sermon 8 the Riſe of Daniel was very 
XIV. berg and extraordinary, 
an 


AWW his Preferment in a foreign 
| Court of ſuch an uncommon Nature; fo 
we are not to wonder that a proportion- 
able Degree of Envy ſhould purſue his 
Honour, and the moſt artful Stratagems 
attempt his Diſgrace. 
The Religion of this * being 
ſo directly „ ee to the Principles of 
Paganiſm, and the Strictneſs of his Mo- 
rals ſuch a Reproach to the Wantonneſs 
of an Eaſtern Court; his Enemies could 
never want Matter for an Accuſation, nor 
aà Pretence to proſecute it. Tis true, 
the Points of his Allegiance and Fidelity 
were not to be diſputed, and the Ho- 
nour of the King, and the Intereſt of 
the Subject, were duly purſued by this 


great 


Fidelity adios co corrupt Comriers. 
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great Stateſman; 3 yet his Yew!iſb Prin- Sermon, 


ciples; were inconliſtent , with the G- XIV. 


vernment of the Empire, and the — 
ſhip of the Go . Tae, no "Way, 
concileable with the Laws of the | Medes 
and Perſians: 225 
Here then, ſay the Siſcontented. Po- 
1 let us hx our Hold; d pon this 
Article let us impeach our Ki u 
on this ſingle Footitg of Religic 5, 1 
us di grace all his public Services, el 
Wiel Sg his Perſon and Gee 
What, Uüheugh his political Capacities are 
cat, and his Station high and 'hohnour- 


able? What though his Conduct has 


al and regular? Yet 5 e800 is 
K | a Nove ty, and his Way of Wor- 
ſhip contrary to the Einen o hich 
* not be change mn 

hen ſaid theſes Men, we ſball nat find 
any Occajion 54 % this Balti Fe 
Jong We. Ku bim concerning the Low, of 

0 

- hp ty this Abecunt of Daniel ahd. is 
Accuſers, I drew the Six following Ob- 
ſervations, in my laſt Diſcourſe, © 


b That th here "4 + Digg 
or Hehitaney ice in he r At 
__ tempts 7 1 ure ors * * 


been, nao and his L 
0 


* — 


FOILS #1] 27 1801 


0 e eg 0 ſhe proceeds 


olicy for the 


0 
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Proceeding, bead Innocence has a 


0 nel blaue O 
5 e "That there l «Worth 


in a virtuous Perſon, which is ſuffi- 
. ciently acknowledged even. F., his 
"Enemies. 


e her the Filthy 
_ of a Miniſter renders him odious Bl 
His corrupt Brethren. » 22.9 


e That Baze be 
Handle made WE; of tor b Re- 
mova n 


4 


8 — * 
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8185 T. . Lotz e 
this Plotting © and Contrivance © 
wicked Men, yet ſtill the more re- | 
igious. Men are, the greater Friends Y | 
4 will prove to Government 


"Re m major Part of iſe tales 
1 been fully treated of in my amet | 
Diſcourſe ; ; fo that the Two laſt o 
with ſome practi hare et fo of ke 
Whole, are what I have reſerved for Ha 
preſent Entertainment. Ay. 


FIFTE LY, Then I n to you 
from the ext, that the Religion f a 
— Man is the Handle made Uſe of 
or his Removal from 4 publiek Truſt: 


We muſt find Occaſion e this my 


concerning the Law of bis 


To /eek an Gece indeed upon that 


3 


Account, is a very prepoſterous Way of 


Ri ght 


„ 
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Right to Protection, and Religion, which Sermon 
was deſigned to eſtabliſh the Civil G- XIV. 
vernment, ſhould hot be the Subject of WY VS, 


its Reſehtment and Diſpleafure. For the 


Law was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſions ; Gal. iii. 19. 
and was not made for a righteous Man, 1rim. i.1g. 


but for ths lawleſs and difobediens, for tha 
Ungodly and for Sinners, for unholy and 
DINE / ( tes 224 
But whatever the Original Deſign of 4 
wiſe Legiſlator ſhould be, and the in- 
flicting of Pains and Penalties ought to 
aim at; Daniel's Proſecutors were. of an- 
other Mind, and purſued their Scheme 
with quite contrary Views: They 
did not form their Plan upon Reaſon 
and Moralitv, nor conſider ſo much what 
was neceſſary and expedient to be e- 


nacted; as What Malice and Intereſt 


might ſuggett, and Power and Prejudice 
be able to execute. Daniels Crime was 
his Fidelity to the King, and the Foun- 
dation of his Diſgrace muſt be the Law 
E | 
Now this Artifice of impeaching a 


Man upon the Point of Religion, is the 


more likely to prove ſucceſsful, becauſe 
it touches a good Man upon his tender 
Part, and requires his Compliance, where 
2 ſuperior Power has injoined his Refuſal. 


| Conceſſions in leſs Matters may be con- 


ſiſtent with Prudence and Civility; but 
one ot or Tittle muſt not be diminiſhed 


from the Eſſentials of Religion, without 
affronting the Majeſty of Heaven, and 
ſubjecting a to the Dam- 


nation 


©” Honeſty proſecuted « Or, 


Sermon nation of Hell. No Wonder then that 
XIV. yon good Men are moſt expos'd to the 


ͤ— . 
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pleaſure of wicked Princes, and are 
the greateſt Loſers by the ſeveral Turns 
and Changes of Government. For in 
every. freſh Settlement or Conqueſt of a 
Kingdom, ſome new Articles are broach d, 
which an Old es 40a can no more com- 
py with, than Mordecai could bow . down 
9 Haman, or Daniel worſhip the Golden 
Image which Nebuchadnezzar had ſet up. 
It was your Gnoftics and Time-ſervers 
who. avoided the Storm of Perſecution 
in the primitive Age, whilſt the ortho- 
dox and ſteady Chriſtian fell a Sacrifice 
to the bigotted Few, or the blood-thirſty 
Gi F 
In later Days, it has been your Men 
of Latitude and Comprehen/ion, who have 
ſeldom troubled their Heads about Reli- 
gion, or ſtickled concerning the divine 
| Right of Government. Necker Laws 
nor Oaths diſturb their Conſciences ; nei- 
ther Uſurpation or Inheritance alter theit 
Allegiance. Honour is their Darling, 
and Intereſt their Goddeſs i And for the 
Sake of theſe, they continue to have Men's 
Perſons in Admiration, and to give flatter- 
ing Titles to the Mighty. O King, live for 
ever / is the daily Salutation of Syco- 
phants: And whoever as a Petition of 
any God or Man, 1. of thee, O King, 
ball be caft into the Den of Lions, is the 


Decree of Politicians and Atheiſts. 
Thus Flattery and Tdolatry go Hand 
in Hand! Thus Craft and Hypocriſy ſap 

TO 9 6 
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the Foundation of Religion. And Ava- Sermon 
rice and Ambition are the fruitful Cauſes XIV. 
| of Profaneneſs and Blaſphemy ! ) A 
But a good Man cannot frame kis Prin- 
| ciples n theſe Schemes of Intereſt, 
nor hol his Preferment upon ſuch diſho= 
nourable 'Terme. The Law of his God 
is ſacred and inviolable, and a well- 
c grounded Conſcience is not to kt eaſily 
warped and. perverted. is true a good 
Man is as vieldi ng and compliant as 06 
ſible in Things of an indifferent Nature ; 
but when Obligations of an higher Con- 
gern interfere, then the Language is, 
whether it be right in the Sight of God, Acts u. TY 
to. hearken unto. you more thay unto God, 
Judge ye. Preferments are to be relin- 
quiſh d, and Infamy embraced; our Fa- 
N ther and Mother for/akex, and our Lives 
and Eftates confiſcated, rather than the 
leaſt Slur ſhould be thrown upon our 
Honour, the leaſt No hag reſt YEP 
KL Conſcience. But 


SIXTHLY, The wy Obſerration 

1 ſhall draw from the Text, is, That the 

more religious Men are, the greater Ad- 

vocates they will prove for Government. 

That Religion is a Friend to Goverg- 

ment is acknowledged by thoſe who are 

. no Friends to Religion. For the Atheiſt 
? would deduce the Gg of it from Po- 
4 licy, and fancies that all its Threats and 
Promiſes are to keep the boiſterous Multi- 
tude i in Awe. The moſt ſubtil Princes 
.& this World, being ſenſible of the Pre- 
8 ö * 


* the Nt of choke Sub od 55 
| wiſely fram'd their Edicts and Prociadma- 
tions for the Encouragement of Religion 
and declared their }/i/lingnes to Aiftingutfb 
thoſe by the Marks of their royal Favour, 
who have diſting guiſh'd themſelves. by 
their perſonal. Vue Not only Dani / 
in the Text was renowned for His Obe- 
dience to Nebuchadigzzar, but all other 
Perſons, who, in the ſeveral A Ages of the 
World, have been eminent for their Piery, 
have been eminent alſo for their Loyalty. 
Should I, upon this Subject, preſume 

Ih recite to you the Actions of the Pro- 
hets and oftles, of the Primitive 
Eiians and Martyrs, I muſt ranſack the 
Bible, and tranſcribe a great Part of An- 
Huy, Not the ten dreadful 9 8 0 
of the Roman Emperors have more exer- 
ciſed the Pg than their Wars wi 
| teighburing Nations ſignaliz d the 5 
| Courage of their Chriſtian Subjecks. eir 
| Princes did always command their Hands 
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and their Purſes, as well as their 
Wiſhes . and their Prayers; but the moſt 
parbarous Treatment could not put them 
upon Reprizals, or force them into Con- 
ſpiracies aud Rebellions. "Theſe were 
1 which they left to Saga i and 
Inidels; the Name of Chrift being never 
to be made % of to. the introducing of 


a 3 . the Sybverſion digg 


| ik we ti e Rebellion from the grand 
| Author and Parent of 1 it, the Devil, down, 


!!! ,,,, — — — — 


ww „ 6443 1 A D — - 
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Fidelity odious to corrupt Coyriiers, 263 
o the little Sectaries and Republicans of Sermon 
ur own Time, we ſhall find chat all her XIV. 
Marinies, Tafurretions, Conſpiracies and * 
Diffurbances, have 8 ſolely from 
the Want 87 true Notions in Religion; 
and where any Senſe of Goodneſs has pre- 


| vailed, and, g pr Revelation has not 
| been perverte 
Mien, . — Countries have Been civilized 


by deſigning and politic 


2 reclaim d, and the Soyereigns made 
the untainted La 25 

Gene of f their Sub ects.” 

tis Religion only Which fixes Mens Ky 

ciples, and makes them ſteady and uni- 

form in all their A&ions, and does not 


burt y its Proſelytes into Leagues and Co- 


venaut , into Party, es and; Cabal. It pro- 
motes PLES and Fading Order keeps 
in the Rovings of 4 'rarbutent'a ungo- 
vernable Mind, "and" Ars do- all the 

Won S Pretences Mutiny and Fa- 

tion. St. Fude giyes "thoſe" that burn the Jule . 8 
race of God into 778 5, tlie odj-. 
ous Cflaracter of deſpiſngę Dominion, und 
Kran 72 7 Dion 2 (5 2 But the: 8 

The 


155 M- 1 open their r oer 


& Heaven, determine their Saban on to, 

8 e en 855 en 10 
Reli 3-Orger, and 
ſhalt, 
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999 Me of Civil Wars and. umouns 0 War : 
XIV. never be; bogs d 12515 Rana 4 2 
ms wet E m 505 f 
Nalfance be Jegitimated, / and, 0 55 
trons and Wear of it Ignifed 905 ene 
cauraged. ee K. 
I chave now. 74K Nth. the. 25 gene- 
ral Obſęrvations Which 1 drew from this 
= of Sori ae The Remainder, of 
Time: ſhall be imployed"in. making of 
Pr and the ä iſcourſe as uſe- 
race I. can, by; ane pr raQtical Info- 
1. 
Fit, From what, 25 1 en urged. con- 
: -certing th | re Bides, Con- 
duct of. e wes Dijk ae er how 
much it. is che I Intereſt 93 5 Crown to 
. ae 0, its Si For by 922 
the publi P DU Vill be duly 
3 Jod, 1 0 an 0 2 _Courle of Juſtice 
Sf.uf r HE : ſubordinate Ot- 
cer Wil ee fo. their Duty, and 
by 1 of the 8 Subject prevented, 
eſs d | 
Itf;-was;- the Ao, of © ethro to. Ys 
San-in-Tuws, . Moes, when . 45 ſaw him 
| -overJa en With che wblic Affairs of the 
viſh lation, to chuſe for his inferior 
Exod. unt Niig tes 75 Able Men, fuch as fear God, Men 
21, 24. 5 Truth; hating . and. to make 
hen „ of T houſanas, and Rulers of 
Hundreds, Rulers Fifties, aud Rulers 
of Tens: And let them judge the People at 
tall Seaſons 7. And it ball. be, that every 
great Matter. they. ſhall. bring. tinto thee, "but 
euer ſmall Matter "They Joall Judgg © . So that 


# 


nu) dient td" tritept Courtiers. 


+ ſhall be eaſier for thy fat, an they all S 
4 the l with 7 [728 | Nos 


his Diſtribution of the Government v Eo ; 
to n Wiſdom, Fidelity, Diſin - 


teteſtedneſs and Integrity, was as cneficial 
to the Subject as it was eaſy to "theſe 
"preme. lese and muſt in the End 
dars the Property of every private 
Man, as as. well as eſtabliſh the Grandeur 
and Reputation of che whole N 


l in the Diſtharge of that hig 
ing ruſt which" was repos'd in him by 
"Perſian. Monarch, did fo far conform 175 
dhe Qualifications laid down by Fethro 
for a Miniſter of State; that ben the Pro. 


ons and. Princes Sought to find 'Occafinn Dan. yi. 4; 


"againſt him” concerning the Kingdom, They 
i coula ud none Occa 4% or F. aut "Foraſmuch 
as — W4s Faithful, neither was a T hope ops 
"Error PL Fault } 25 in bim. And 1 
it iP no Rei den upon tlie W 
ſucceeding Monarchs, nor 
"roach ko the F idelity of their => 
to with thiat all thoſe who are. em loy 
in the Adminiſtration of Public 


may bs. both almoſt, 7 and altogether fuck 4 s 


this Daniel, 10 


Second, From the Contrivances and 
Conſpiracies againſt Daniel, we may 


ther the Baſeneſs of Fadion, bie 15 
4 eaſy at the Promotion,  fretful "at the 
Prof perity and ſolicitous for the Remo- 


val of a deſerving Perſon. She never ſo 
mych conſiders the Intereſt of the State, 


ag tho 2 of her own 1 | 


* == 


Hwy trofſeented c. Oe. 
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XIV. ment to 2 Party. - 4 745 'the wat es. ond 
— Thani a, engompa/s . Ses aus 
l. a Pr eee, when tl 5 
into their Clutches, made Hin Ad 
4 more the Child of Fil thay rhenves ; 
e is Fas: and A tor the 


50 Mach e 
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her Diſciples ah the N 8720 adation 
75 Opp olers. _ She 4 4 o 
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— re mi ed. or. kduc'd by ſuch 
as wore Bam 1 F e For 
Kings, who can do % Harm, ould. | 
<ommonly the Ioltruments Of doiy 
Gags were they. not impos d upon by 
eir Favourites, and incens'd. by. their. 
ers. the e would have no 
e NY AE. th her 97 le to. 
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Faun, odious 30 poor Couptiers. 


Ie is impoſſible (we know) for Princes 


Fo % 
Us 
f e 
— 


to have a particular Inſight into all AF N 


fairs, or to be endow with Strength N X 
and Sno to tranſact all Buſineſs in 


their own P. | They muſt ſee with 

. Peoples Eyes, a K ich other 

Peoples Hands; know many Things by 
Re port, and form their Judgment upon 
the "Reb reſentation of inferior Agents 
And 10 5 eaſy is it for State ſmen to Waile 
u Miſt, and tete the Prof ? To 
miſrepreſent Perſons, and ate Of- 
fences?” To fpy out Faults where there 
are really none, and conceal” Virtpes 
here they really are? 


By che 1 ment of ſuch Bit ar 3 7 . 


felors, and the Artifice of ſuch deſig 
Nm 5 55 Pest Monarch 1 l _ 
"I S oppreſs'd 18 ower 
ina By weakned, © and 12 Goodneſs 


ed; His Government undermin'd, f -and 
his“ very Life 1: 55 d. 


Fuurthiy and laftly, From the Carriage 
the Princes and Preſſaſems | towards 
Daviel, I n but . Et > morti- 
50 itio to 
eli=Love; Fi dey! incident 7 Bp 
men, and Which occafion a great Deal 
of Miſchief when they move in higher 
—_ They blend and confound: the 
rder and Regulatity of this lower 
3 15 hurry Men into Violence 
8 contrary to the obligin 
ature, * the ſettled Rules 
of 81 Honeſty. Ambition rages 
vhs the N ſorth, and carries all before it 
wi 


oy is. full of P 


95 8 | Honefty proſecuted : FI U F 4 
1 with the RAPE of a Whirlwind. "4M 
XIV. rice turns 0 ant and Informer; En 
0 


Self Love will not only ſacrifice I 0 
ſhip, but ſell her native Country for 596 
Sake of a private Intereſt. oy 

I ſhall have Occaſion 70 ſpeak. more 
diſtinctiy 5 ſome of hes Vices i in an- 
other Place; and all that 1 ſhall beg 


Leave to ſubloin at preſent, is, that the 


Whole black Catalogue of Sins, which St. 


Pau foretold ſhould in ſucceeding Ages 


infeſt the Church, are reduceable to ſome 
of theſe comprehenſive. and deſtructiye 


Heads. In the laſt Days (ſays 172 8 | 
ſip 4 lous. Times, ſhall — becauſe 14 
* e Lovers of their o ſelves, couetouc, 


n.ſball 


proud, Blaſphemers, Traitors,, beach, hz 
minded, Truce-breakers, falle 1 ; 
. "of thoſe that are good, 
"Pleaſure more than Lovers 5 C., 
1 0 mil 


| From ſuch. Men and; FF we ous 
Practices, God of his infinite Goodnef 
—_— y 7 Comreh and Nationy anc 

us and our Poſterit on the laft 
Foundations of Truth, Me ekneſs, ag 
and Forbearance, for the Sake 0 5 1 2 


N our ane Nee, 


ts and Complaints; and 


2 
wed 
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ſian Sympathy, both in Prov 


* 


Rom. Xii. 15. 


Rejoyce with them that do rejoyce, 


lud weep with them that weep. 


from diſcountenancing good Nas 


_ earneſtly preſſes and inculcates ſuch 


| Virtues as are requiſite to the Eftabliſh» 


ment of theſe Qualities: As Pride and 


Malice are contrary to the Principles of 
moral Honeſty, and render their ſeveral 


Votaries as unfit for Society as they 
are for Devotion; ſo Stubbornneſs and 


Moroſeneſs 


1 . 


H E Chriftian Religion is ſo far Sermon 


ture and good Breeding, that it | 


* 9.5% 
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Chriſtian Sjinbaths; 


Sermon Moroſeneſs arc directly oppoſite to the 
XV. Meek and condeſcenditig Spirit of the 25 
WY V pe, and Courteouſneſs ind Aﬀability are 


E IK. 4,5, 


as eſſential to a Chriſtian as they can de 
to a Gentleman: 
It is true, that in this World we meet 
* with 4 ms Deal of Selt-Intereſt' and 
Deſign; and the Generality of Mankind 
are for carrying on their private Schemes 
under the Diſguiſe of Sincerity, and the 
plauſible Ap — of Brotherly Love, 
Loew they 12 on at Heart but 
Pluntler and Devaſtation, Nothing in Agi- 
tation but the Ruin and' Overthrow of 
the Innocent and Unguarded. For every 
1 rot her will utterly. ſupplant, aud every 
Neighbour will walk with Slanders + And 
they will deceive every one his Neighbour; 
and will not ſpeak the Truth. They _ 
taught their Tongue to ſpeak Lies, and wea 
the mſelves to commit Iniquity. Thine Ha- 
bitation is in the midſt of Deceu, and thy 
Friendſhips are contracted with Hypo- 
crites and Villains. Ihe Practice of 
Knavery is become almoſt univerſal; and 
- ſeveral Ways of Management, In- 


„and Circumvention, are the mo—ꝛ— 


ail and radia Studies of os ad 
ſent 


But 15 the World rub on as it 
and Craft and Avarice turn themſ- A in- 
to never ſo many Varieties of Diſguiſe; 
yet the Frequency of theſe wicked Pra- 
Ctices: cannot alter the Obligation of Chri- 


ſtian Duties, or vacate the Plainneſs and 
Sink of 


the Goſpel. The Viss of 


Our 


bun Religion ae 3 an open, Abe Sermon 
cative, and generous Nature, and injiom XV. 
us to look after the Concerns bf "our WY 
Neighbour. with the ſame Diligence mid 
Afﬀection that we do our own. The Fi ln wk 
nnd great Commandment of Chriſtiatii * * 37, 38, 39. 
to love the Lord ou God with all our 
an with all ou Sotl, and with by 220 
Mind; ann the Serohd, which ig like unto 
5 is 8 love our Neighbour as our r {lf 

ay, there is ſuch a cloſe Conn 
Ari trict Pependenee between theſe two 
Duties, that the Former is lifeleſs and un- 
active, uſeleſs and inſignificant in its ſpe- 
culative Capacity, and cannot be duly 
actuated without the Concurrence and 
5 1 of the Latte For, 4 Me 1 Joh. iy. 

ſay, T love God, and bateth bis m_ 

ther, he is a Lint + Tor be that Iooeth not 
his Brother whom he bath een, bow cat) he 
love God whom he hath mb 2 ? Ant this 
Commandment bave we from him, That be 
who Ioveth God, love bis Brother alſo. 
- The Love of our Neighbour is a buſy 
and by 2 Principle, and can no more 
be at Reſt without purſuing its Deſigns, 
than Fire forget to burn, or Water ceaſe 
to flow. He that loves another will p 
ſecute his Intereſt, ſolicit his Cauſe, ad- 
viſe him in his Dangers, aſſiſt him in his 


Neceſſities, triumph in his Proſperity, 
und condole in k his Miſery. ; 


Rejoyce with them that ho rejoyee and 
Weep wrth Them that Weep. | ala 


Theſe 


25 Chiifin Smaty 
Sermon Theſe Words do. naturally divide 
XV. themſelves, into two Particulars, and re- 
WY Wo commend to us theſe two Chriſtian 


FIRST, A Joy and Satisfaction which 
all good Chriſtians ſhould expreſs, 
at the Proſperity of their Brethren ; 
Rejoyce with them that do rejoyce. 


SECONDLY, A Sympathy and 
Fellow- feeling with them in their 
Calamities and Misfortunes; ; Weep 


with them that weep... _ + 


The former of theſe Subjects may not 
2 unſuitable to thoſe Congratulations and 
Returns of Thanks, which the ſurprizing 
Cures of this Place do afford: And the 
latter may be adapted to thoſe melan- 
choly Scenes, which the frequent Diſ- 
aſters of human Life may produce, or 
the Sickneſs and Death of our Relations 

preſent us with. : 5 


FIRST, We are injoined to rejoyce 
with our Chriſtian Brethren, in all their 
Proſperity: And this Duty will diſcos 
ver itſelf two Ways; 3 


8 Firſt, In our Joy for their Temporal, b 
| Secondly, In Our Joy for their Religious 
. Ears 42> hd 


| Firſt, We are tor <Joyce with out Bro- 
ther for the Succeſs and Proſperity of his 


— _ Chriſtian Sympathy. | | 
_ Temporal Concerns: And that whether Se 
theſe Concerns relate to his Body, his XV. 

ind, his Reputation, his Eftate, or his 


Family. "B+ Y | "TEMES Mane 3 
Firft, As to the Body of our Neigh- 
bour, we are to rejoyce when it is in ſuch 
2 State of Health and Eaſe as to por 
form the Functions and Duties of Lite 
with Cheerfulneſs and Vigour, and is not 
ſubject to any of thoſe untimely. Waſt- 
ings. and Decays, which, muſt neceſſarily 
EN it from the Diſcharge of that 
honeſt Calling and Profeſſion Which a 
Man has dedicated himſelf to, and which 
his Station and Subſiftence in the World 
ſhould oblige him to exerciſe. 
We are tarther engaged by this Duty 
of Joy to contribute our utmoſt Aſſiſtance 
towards the corporal Eaſe and Welfare 
of our Neighbour, and in a friendly Way 
to accommodate him with ſuch comforts 
able Conveniences as may ſweeten Life 
and prolong his Days. 
They would do well to conſider this, 
who harden their Bowels againſt an Ob-. 
ject of Miſery, and when they ſee a Man * OY 
wounded and naked and balf-dead, like the 
Prieſt and Levite in the Goſpel, paſs by on 
the other Side, to avoid the Importunity 
of his Prayers, and the Expence of re- 
lieving him. | 11 05 
Neither are they leſs concern d in the 
Breach of this Precept, who are of a paſs 
ſionate and revengeſul Temper, and in 
their mad and debauch'd Humours are 
addicted to Brawling eee, and 


ſeem 


bein Sympathy... © 


Sermon ſeem willing to gratify their deviliſh Re- 
XV. ſentment by breaking the Bones, or 
WY maiming and abuſing the Bodies of thoſe 


they quarrel and contend with. 
Secondly, Another Matter of | Foy, is 
the Welfare of the Mind of our Neigh- 
bour. I do not here conſider the Mind 
in a religious, but in a temporal Reſpect; 
and our Joy upon this Account is to ex- 
preſs and notify itſelf, when our Neigh- 
Jous continues endow'd with ſuch Sound- 
neſs of Wit, Memory, Diſcretion, and 
Judgment, as to manage and tranſact his 
worldly Affairs, for the Honour of him- 
ſelt, and the Support of his Family. We 
are to rejoice that no Diſeaſes have ſeiz d 
his Head, or ſhock'd his Brain; no me- 
lancholy Perturbations over-ſpread his 

Mind; nor any Drowſineſs or Stupidit 
benumb' d his Thoughts and Spirits: But 
that the Man is quick in his Perceptions, 
vigilant in his Applications, nimble in 
his Diſpatches, and conducts all his Un- 


dertakings by the Eye of Reaſon, and 


the probable Arguments of Succeſs. 
"Thirdly, We are to rejoice at the Re- 
putation, or good Name of our Neigh- 
bour. Ps 48 
The Way to live comfortably in this 
World, is to be reſpected in that Station 
or Poſt, where it hath pleas d Providence 
to place us; and I think all thoſe who 
pretend to Friendſhip” or Chriſtianity, 
ought to contribute towards the Advance=- 
ment of their Brother, and heartily to 
congratulate every Addition to his Ho- 
| nour 
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Dim twice as much as he 
read that all his Brethren, and all his © 


Chriſtian Sympathy. 


ties of human Life are both augmented 


the Rules of Nature and Religion, to be 
helpful and aſſiſtant to others in all the 
good Offices of Charity and Beneficence, 


and to triumph and glory in the Execu- 


tion of our pious Deſigns. The Riſe of 


our Brother is our Exaltation 3 our Hap- 


pineſs is to commence with his, and we 


are to be even dignified and dittinguiſh'd 
by the Honours and Titles conferr d up- 
on him. | | 
Fourtbly, Another Matter of Joy to a 
good Chriſtian, is the Subſtance or Wealth 
of his Brother. a „ 
If we are oblig d to be charitable for 


the Support and Maintenance of others, 


we may well conclude that we ought to 
be joyful when Providence takes this ex- 
penſive Work out of our Hands, and puts 


our Friends into proſperous and flouriſhs' 


ing Circumſtances. When God Almigh- 
ty turned the Captivity of 3 and gave 


Siſters, and all they that had been of his 
Acquaintance 42 did eat Bread with 


him in his Houſe, and every Man gave hin: 


a Piece 4 Money, and every one an Ear- 


ring of 


tude, upon any favourable- Conjuncture, 
* As & 4 2 or 


and One by it. We are bound by 


old. This Example of Job's 
Friends and Relations may excite us to a 
proportionable Degree of Joy and Grati- 


; 275 
nour or Pre-eminence. There are a great Sermon 


many Conveniences depending upon a XV. 
good Name, and the Comforts and Felici WWW. 


ad befove, We Job xl. 10, 
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Chriſtian Sympathy, 


on or proſperous Acceſſion to the Wealth of 
XV. our Brother. We are not barely with 


Wy WV our Lips to complement our Neighbour 


upon his good Fortune, and to bleed 
and repine inwardly at the ſame; but we 
are to glory in the Succeſs of his Indu- 
{try, and to view the plentiful Encreaſe 


and Product of his Labours, with the 


ſame cordial 'Tranſport and Satisfaction 
which he himſelf beholds them. 


_ Fifthly, The laſt Subject of our Joy, 


is the Proſperity of our Neighbour's Fa- 
mily. Any Succeſs which his Children or 
Poſterity meet with, is to be cntertain'd 
and welcom'd by us with Chearfulneſs 
and "Thankſgiving : If, or Example ) 
they are diligent in their 

ceſsful in their Undertakings, laborious 
in their Studies, or happy in their Settle- 
ments in this World, we are to act the 
Parts of common Friends and Parents, 


and with joytul Eyes and grateful Hearts 


to ſurvey their Proficiency, and congra- 
tulate their Proſperity. 25 
So much, my Brethren, may ſuffice for 
a brief and ſuccinct Survey of thoſe tem- 
nw Bleſſings which we are to be joy- 
| tor our Neighbour's Enjoyment of. 
Proceed we 6 P53 i 
Secondly, To the Conſideration 
of that more ſublime Joy, which 


we are to manifeſt upon his religious 
Concerns, - 


As Religion is the main and ultimate 


End of our living in this World, ſo the 
Proſecution of this End, and the 2 


rofeſſions, ſuc- 
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Chriſtian Sympathy. 
Adherence to the Means of obtaining it, 


ſhould be no ſmall Satisfaction to all cha- 
ritable and well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. We 


know that our Saviour came into the 
World to ſeek and to ſave that which 


was Toft; and all his Followers are obliged 
o proſecute the ſame generous Deſigns 


with their bleſſed Maſter, and whenever 


their Labours take Effect, an agreeable 


Complacency will inevitably reſult from 
this Succeſs. 
St. Luke has affured us, that there is 


over one Sinner that repenteth And cer- 


tainly, if the immortal Spirits, in the 
midſt of celeftial Enjoyment, \ receive an 


Addition to their Happineſs by the Con- 
verſion of their Fellow-Creatures ; the 
Faithful upon Earth ought fo far to imi- 
tate the Choir m Heaven, as to be tranſ- 
ported into a divine Rapture upon any 
new Proficiency or Encreaſe of their 
Neighbour's Virtue. | | 

e Delight of the P/almift was in the 
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Joy in the Preſence of the Angels of God Luk. vu. 16 


Saints upon Earth, and ſuch as excel d in Pl. xvi 3. 


Goodneſs. St. Pauls Heart's Deſire and 
Prayer to God for Iſrael was, that they Rom. x. 1. 
might be ſaved And St. John aſſerts, 


that he had no greater Joy thau to bear 
that his Children, (that is, thoſe whom 
he had converted, and as it were begotten 
to Chriſtianity, ) walke# in the Truth. 


Agreeable to theſe Examples we find 


many reviving Precepts, many comfort- 


able Exhortations, and melting Expreſ- 
ſions of Joy in the ſeveral Epiſtles of the 


TI great 


3 Joh. iv. 


| 
f 

| teeling with our Neighbour in his Mis- 
| 
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Sermon great Apoſtie to the Gentiles, occaſion'd 
RV. principally by the Number of Converts 
to the Chriſtian Faith, and that Aſſu- 
rance of Salvation which their 'Zeal and 
Perſeverance intitled them to. I ſhall 
mention two or threę of theſe Paſſages 
as the moſt ſuitable Conclution ot this 
Diviſion, and ſo haſten to the remain- 
ing general Head of my Text. 
Phil. ii. 1,2. If there he any Conſolation in Chrift, if 
| any four: ort of 2 if any Fellowſhip of 
| the Spi 85 if any Bowels and Mercies; 
| — fulfil ye my Jay, that ye be like-minded, 2 
| . ving the ſame Love, being of one Accord, 
| X ; N . one Mind, For this we wiſh, even your 
Phil . . Perfection And therefore, my Brethren, 
| 


dearly beloved, and longed for, my "Foy and 

Crown, ſo Aland faſt in the Lord, my dearly 
Tnec iti. eioved. For what Thanks can we render 
| to God again for you, for all the oy 
| 7* Foo we joy for your Sales before our 
| God 


SECONDLY, As in the Caſe of 
Joy, we are to be elated; ſo in the 
Paſſion of Sorrow, we are to be depreſs'd 
and to*have a Sympathy and F. . 


fortunes; Weep with them that weep. 


T/t ridentibus arrident, ita flentibus adflent 
Human vultus. 


Mankind are apt enough to flock about 
4 plentiful Fortune, and to complement 


are canſiderable in the World: But Ad- 
verſity 


thoſe whoſe Circumftances and tations 
| 
| 
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Chriſtian Sympathy. 
ing 


ry One's Power to extricate an honeſt 
Man from thoſe Difficulties and Encum- 


brances which are brought upon him; 


but the Compaſſion of the Soul is what 
Reaſon ſuggeſts, and what Chriſtianity 
obliges to exerciſe. towards the Afflict- 
ed. If any Diſaſter befals another, I 
ſhould participate with him in his 
Trouble. If any Ignominy or Diſgrace 
betides him, or his amily, I ſhould be 
humbled and debaſed upon his Account. 
His Shame ſhould caſt down my Coun- 
tenance; his Diſappointments bring down 
my Spirits; his Nocetiinus affect my Bo- 


dy; and his Sickneſſes torment my Soul. 


When I read the fine Diſcourſes of the 
Stoics upon the Candor and Benignity of 
human Nature, and confider their Way 
of inculcating univerſal Love and Bene- 
ficence, by Arguments drawn from our 


common Original, and our near Affinity to 
one another as Men; I am ſtrangely ſur- 


prized, that they ſhould rank Compaſs 


* 


tion amongſt human Infirmities, and re- 


move all its tender Impreſſions to the 


greateſt Diſtance from their accompliſhed 
Philoſopher. | 


I fancy that if ſome of the zealous 


Profeſſors of Chriſtianity had been aware 


of this ill-natur'd Aſſertion, they would 
not have thought the Maxims of Stoici/ns 


fo very well adapted to the Doctrine of 


T 4 e 100008 


2 no Friends, and 4 ſink- Sermon 
ſtate is avoided, like a falling XV. 
Houſe. It may not, perhaps, be in eve= WWW 
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Sermon the Goſpel, nor beſtow'd fuch Encomis 
XV. ums upon the ſullen Profeſſors of that 
V Philoſophy. 1 5 3B 
© The ftoical Notion of Indelence is an 
Affront to Humanity, and robs the Soul 
of all thoſe heavenly Properties which 
diſtinguiſh her from Brutes, as well as 
render her uſeful to rational Beings. For 
how comes it to pals, that Virtue - is re- 

_ preſented of ſuch an obliging and com- 
municative Nature, and. thought to be 
always tendering her beſt Services for the 
Good of the Univerſe, if there were not 

| ſomething within to force inſtigate, 4 
ſomething to keep the Wheels of the _ 
Mind in Motion, and form all thole 
goodly Inclinations and Diſpoſitions which 
are ſo eager and proving to appear in Ad? 


| Compaſhon (if I may uſe the Expreſſion) 
| is the iyſt Mover in the inward Man; the 
* at and leading Principle which infuſes 
| Life and Activity into all ſocial Virtues, 
| and generouſly interpoſes upon every 
| Complaint of Indigence and Misfortune. 
i! It is Compaſſion which firſt inflames the 
ll : Heart, and then directs the Hand, which 
Jl! repreſents the Objects in Diſtreſs to Cha- 


rity, and ſuggeſts the moſt plauſible 
emes for their Support and Deli ve- 
rance: It is Compaſſion which awakens 
and excites; which pleads and implores. 
It is Compathon which lays the Grievan= | 
ces and Oppreſſions of Widows and Or- 
phans before our Courts of Judicature | 
neee ae Fas ee 
| a 
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and Priſoners into the Preſence of Nobles, Sermon 
and the Palaces of Princes. XV. 
Whoever finds himſelf backward in wy Ww 
this Duty of Compaſſion, may haye Re- 
courſe to the Example of God him- 
ſelf, and the Actions of holy Men under 
the Old Teiftament ; to the Life of our 
bleſſed Saviour, and the Practice of his 
Apoſtles under the New - And he can 
never want the moſt cogent Arguments to 
ſoften his Mind, and flimulate his Obe- 
God, we know, is a Being free from 
all Paſhon, and yet in Condeſcenſion to 
our Infirmities, and to encline us to be 
merciful even as he is mercifud, he is pleas d 
to be ſet forth in Scripture as the Father 
of Mercies, and the God of all Conſolation ; 
a Being which is full of Bowels and Vern- 
ing, and all over Tenderneſs and Aﬀe- 
ion; a Being which is grieved for the 
Miſery of his Choſen, and afflifted in all 
the Aftiftions 2 People. Of this Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion, there are ten 
1 thouſand Inſtances in holy Writ; but I 
9 ſhall add but one more to what I have 
. aljuded to already, which I ſhall venture 
to recite at large, becauſe I take it to be 
one of the moſt melting and pathetic 
Pieces of Oratory that is extant, and 
which gives us the moſt raviſhing Idea of 
the Benignity of the divine Nature, and 
the Prevalence of Almighty Love. You 
3 will find it in the 11th Chapter of Hye 
and the 8th and gth Verſes; How ſhall 
d giv thee up, Ephraim ? How ſhall I deli- 


My 


232 
Sermon 


RV. 


Job XXX. 
25. 

ch. xxxi. 
19, 20. 


Pſ. xxxVv. 
125 13, 14- 


Chriſtian Sympathy. | 
ver thee, Iſrael? Hou ſball I male thee 
as Admah ? How ball J ſet thee as Le- 
boim ? Mine Heart is turned within me, 
my Repentings are kindled together. T will 
not execute the Fierceneſs Lg mine Anger, I 
will not return to deſtroy Ephraim: For I 
am God, and not Man, the holy One in the 
7 of thee, I will not enter into the 
ity. n 8 
Next to the Compaſſion of God the 
Father, we have a memorable Example 
of it in the great Redeemer of 3 
who by relieving. the Neceſſities, an 
healing the Diſcaſes of the Multitude, 
by weeping over eruſalem, and groaning 
in Spirit for his beloved Lazarus, has 
taught us to, cornpaſſionate the Ruin of 
our native Country, to ſympathize in the 


- 


Afflictions of our Brethren, and to con- 


dole the Deceaſe of our Friends. 

The holy Men both under the Law 
and the Goſpel, have trod exactly in the 
Steps of God the Father, and his bleſs'd 
Son Chriſt Jeſus. Did not I weep, (ſays 
Job) for him that was in Trouble? Was 
not my Soul grieved for the Poor © If I 
have ſeen any periſh for want of Cloathing, 
or any Poor without Covering : If his Loins' 
have not bleſs d me, and if be were not 
warm d with the Fleece of my Sheep ; then 
let mine Arm fall from my Shoulder= 
blade, and mine Arm be broken from the 
Bode ẽůmNT m To dren 

The P/almiſt informs us of a Sort of 
People, who rewarded. him Evil for Good, 
to the great Diſcomfort of bis Soul + Ne- 

* vertheleſs 


Chriſtian Sympathy. 283 
vort heleſs (ſays he) when they were ek, Sermon 
I put on Sack=cloth, ' aud bumbled my Soul XV. 
with Faſting: Notwithſtanding their Per- 
verſeneſs and Ingratitude, I behaved my | 
ſelf as though it bad been my Friend, or my 
Brot her; I went heavily as one that mourn- 
eth for his Mother. „ 

i 1 ho makes it the very Eſſence 

and Perfection of pure Religion and un- Jam. i 25. 
defiled, to viſit the Fatherle/s and Widows 

in their Diſtreſs ; and upon this Prin- 

ciple, he paſſes Sentence upon the ob- 

durate and relentleſs, and aſſigns thoſe _ 
over to Judgment without Mer cy, Who ch. i. 13. 
have been rigorous in their Proceed- 

ings, and ſbewed ma Mercy or Pity to 
others. 3 5 

St. John ſtiles the Hater of his Bro- 1 Joh. iii. 
ther a Murderer, and carries the Duty ** 
of Compaſſion to ſuch an Height as 

the laying down of our Lives for the 
JJC. dee 

St. Paul's Example is yet of a lar- 

ger Extent, and is remarkable for an 
univerſal Sympathy and Compaſſion. He 
appeals to the Omniſcience of Chriſt, and n ..__ 
the Witneſs of /his own. 3 in the 2. a 
Holy Ghoft, for the great Heavineſs and 
continual Sorrow in his Heart for others; 
and then; in an yncommon Strain of 
Rhetoric,\ ſets forth the moſt heroic 
Charity, in eſpouſing the Cauſe of the 
Diftrelsd, —_— wiſhing himſelf even ac- v. z. 
curſed from Chrift, for his Brethren, his 
| Kinſmen according to the Fleſh. As this, he 
Apoſtle had the Care and Super-inten- s 
Fs | 7 
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Sermon dency of all the Churches upon his 
XV. Thoughts; fo his Fatherly Tenderneſs 
and Indulgence was as extenfive as his 
Commiſſion, and reach d to every parti- 
OE cular and individual Member of his 
2». *. Charge. Who is weak, (ſays he) and I 
f am not weak ® Who is ofenged and I 
burn not "If any one ts ſick i parti- 
cipate in his bodily Pains: If any one 
is difturbed in Mind, I have my Share 
of his Melancholy and Confuſion: If 
any one has apoſtatiz d from the Faith, 
T am in Purfuit of the % Sheep, and 
conſtantly inflam'd with an holy Zeal 
for his Reſtoration. <— : 
Phil iv. x4, In the laſt Place, the Philippians are 
"16 highly extoll'd for communicating with 
this their Apoſtle i» his Afti#ions, and 
for. ſending once again in Theſſalonica un- 
to his Nece//ity And the Hebrews have 
a moſt alfectionate Charge, towards the 
Cloſe of that Epiſtle which is inſerib d | 
Heb, xiii3-to them, To remember thoſe that are in | 
Bonds as bound with them; and thoſe 
which ſuffer Adverſity, as being their ſelues 
_ alſo in the Body. OO Rn © 
T heſe Things, my Beloved, are written 
for our Admonition and Inſtruction, and 
are Preſidents upon Record for our 
Practice and Imitation; and unleſs 
we feel the ſame Tenderneſs and Re- 
ſentment upon the Sufferings of our 
Brethren, which Saints and Confeſſors 
were eminent for, we renounce our Re- 
lation to Chriſt, and facrifice our In- 
tereſt in the Goſpel. For, as the _ 
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ian Diſpenſation ſeems. purpoſely eal- Sermon 
culated for the Benefit of Mankind, XV. 
and to be formd upon the Plan of 


Good-Nature and Civility; ſo we find 
Compaſſion at the Head of all her ex- 
alted Virtues, and making the moſt 
conſiderable Figure through the whole 
Life of a practical Believer. By what 
ſecret Bands and Ligaments are Chri- 
ſtians united to their myſtical 
and how are the moſt diſtant Members 
of the Church refreſh'd by a friendly 


Circulation of good Offices? There is to 1 Cor. xl 
be no Schiſm in the Body; no rending ** ** 


or disjointing of Parts; but all the 
Limbs are to act in Harmony and Con- 
ſort, and have the ſame mutual Care and 
Affection one for another. And whether one 
Member f. fer, all the Members | ſuffer 
with it Or one Member be honoured, all 
the Members rejoyce with it. The Im- 
preſſions are reciprocal, the Concern. is 
univerſal, and the Intereſt of every In- 
dividual is equally the ſame. They 4 
rejoyce with thoſe that do rejoyce, and all 
of them weep with thoſe that weed. 
I have now done with the two Du- 
ties of Foy and Sorrow, which a good. 
Man ought to expreſs towards his 
Fellow=Chriftian, both in Profperity and 
Adverſity: And I ſhall without any far- 


ther Delay proceed to draw ſome ſhort 
Inferences from the whole, and fo to 


Firft, 
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Sermon F rft, The Duty of rejoycing in the 
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XV. Text will exclude all that Self- Intereſt 


ſome of his 


and Narrowneſs of Spirit, which is ſo 


. 
z 


| 3 in the deſigning Part of the 


orld. | 
Covetouſneſs cramps and confines 4 
Man in his Undertakings, and makes 


all his Projects centre in himſelf; but 


Joy enlarges and dilates the Soul, and 
ings in the Materials of Happineſs 


from external Objects. If a Man would 


but conſider himſelf as a Citizen of the 
whole World, and related to all the 
Poſterity of Adam; what an agreeable 
Scene of Action would open upon him? 
How many pleafting Diverſions would 
What innocent Amuſements, and ſecret 
Complacencies would conſtantly ariſe 
from the Happineſs and Proſperity of 

| Aſics ? Where now 
would be the Management in Buying and 
Selling, and where the Policy in getting 
of Gain? Where would be the Schemel 
of joining Houſe to Houſe, and Field to 
Field? Where the Vanity of gran” 


dizing Families, and calling the Lands 
c 


— Redeunt Saturnia Regna. | 
Poverty would be a Stranger upon 
Earth, and Oppreſſion muſt cea/e from 
among the Children of Men. The Land- 


marks would remain unenvied, and Pro- 
perty be ſecur'd by the Laws of Na- 
ture. The Monarch would enjoy his 


bear down the tedious Hours of Life? 


P. EII IEEE ales il oe ea UE 127g 
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_ Secondly, This Duty of rejoycing at our 
Neighbour's Good muſt neceſſarily ex- 
clude all Envy and Repining at another's 
Proſperity. Ly TOSS: 
Joy and Envy are as oppoſite as 
Light and Darkneſs, and it 1s utterly 
impoſſible that they ſhould co-habit or 
reſide in the ſame Breaſt. The greateſt 
Inftance we have of Envy, is in the 
Devil, who being thruſt from the Pre- 
ſence of God, with all his curſed Ac- 
complices, for their Conſpiracy and Re- 
bellion in Heaven, is always ſtudying to 
wreak his Revenge upon Mankind, and 
to bring the Heirs of Happineſs to the 
ſame Place of Torment with himſelf. 
Now. every one who gives Way to 
Envy, is in Confederacy with Hell for 
his own Ruin, and acts by the Inſtiga- 


tion of Satan for the Furtherance of 


his own Damnation. The envious Man 
has baniſh'd from his Breaſt that ſerene 
and joyful Temper of Mind which is 


ſo ud in the bleſſed Inhabitants 


of Paradiſe; and he harbours nothing 
within himſelf, but the Tndignation, 
Malice, and Revenge of damned Spirits, 
and 1s never better pleas d than in an Op- 


Portunity of exerting his Cruelty upon 


the Innocent and Defenceleſs. Inſtead 


of ſhewing any brothetly Joy or Satis- 
faction at the Proſperity of another, he 
ſitteth, like the ungodly Perſon deſcrib'd 


by 


287 
Dominions, and the Subject his Liberty. Sermon 
Naboth might poſſeſs his Vineyard, and XV. 
Ahab ſurvey it with joyful Eyes. For, 


7 


— 
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Sermon by the P almiſt, lur king in the thitviſh | 
XV. Corners of the Street, and doth raviſh the 
Id Poor, when be getteth him into his Net. 
rr „1 Thirdly, As the Subject of Joy will 
arm us againſt Self-lntereſt and Envy; 
ſo the Duty of Compaſſion will humble 
our Pride, excite our Charity, and pro- 
voke our Prayers: Of each of whih I 
ſhall beg Leave to ſpeak a Word or TWO 
briefly, by way of Inference from the ſe- 
cond General of my fore-going Dif- 
courſe: _ ER ola eee [ 
Firſt then, If we are to weep with | 
them that weep, this will humble and 
mortify our Pride, and bring us to a 
more candid and benign Temper. Pride, 
we know, is of a lofty and aſſuming 
Nature, and is apt to carry its Eye to- 
wards its Superiors with Malice, and. its 
Inferiors with Diſdain. A proud Man 
can hardly behold an Object of Miſery 
without Storms and Infults, nor be in- 
duc'd to pity in others what he does 
not feel in his own Perſon. But how 
ſeaſonable are the Interpoſitions of Mers 
cy in this Flame and Combuſtion? Of 
what admirable Uſe will Compaſſion be, 
to bring down the Roughneſs of this 
haughty Man, and reduce him to a Chri- 
ftian and moderate Diſpoſition ? Like 
Wl Oil, it will ſupple and inſinuate itſelf in- 
Il | | to the moſt Obdurate Parts, and foften 
[| |  .. thoſe Swellings and Tumors which Pride 
| is apt to raiſe to a Ferment in a Choleric 
| | Breaſt. But 3 
wa . 


Secondly," 
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Secondly, Compaſſion is inſtrumental to- Sermon 
wards the Production of Charity. XV. 
He that ſees another in Miſery, will WY 
not barely be contented to ſhed a Tear 
for him, but will proceed farther in the 
good Offices of Aſſiſtance and Su _ 

y in- 


* 
» 
1 


hat affects his Heart, will quick 
fluence his Hand; and Alms will be for- 
3 ward to relieve, What Good-Nature con- 
x doles and laments: Charity never faileth ; 
3 Afhe is never wearied or fatigued in her 
Applications; never ſourd or diſguſted 
at the Meanneſs of her Employment. She 
mg by a Palace, and viſits a Cot ; pays 
her conſtant Attendarice in Sickneſs and 
in Priſons, and pours Oil and Balſam into 
the Wounds of the naked Traveller. | 
Thirdly, The laſt Property which 1 
ſhall mention of Compaſſion, is to pray 
* Afflicted. , | 1 
t may not, perhap in the Power 
of eve 5 33 thoſe Grievances 
which he fincerely laments. There ma 
be a 1 of Mind, but the Abi- 
lity of the Pocket may be wanting: And 
- || i ſuch Exigences, it is the Duty of a 


18 Chriſtian, to uſe his Intereſt with another, 
for what he is not ſolvent himſelf Eves 
La | ry one has not the Riches of this World in 
ns | His Power; but every one may, (if it be 
en || not his own Fault,) ſecure a Share in the 
de Affections of that moſt high Pofſefſor of 
= | Heaven and Earth, who has reſeryd the 


abſolute Diſpoſal of all Things within 
his own Hands. Prayer is the Conduit 

1% which conveys Bleſſings to this lower 
ry” U World, 
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Sermon World, and the Poor as well as the Rich 
XV. have the Advantage of this Engine, and 
may be ſerviceable to their Generation, 
by their Piety and Devotion. 

Let none, therefore, deny his Aſſiſt- 
ance to the Afflicted; but let what is 
wanting in Alms, be ſupply'd by Prayer. 
Let every one hy Supplication and Inter- 
ceſlon make his Requeſt known in the Be- 
half of a neceſſitous Brother, and it is not 
to be doubted, but the Event will anſwer 
the Zeal of the Petitioner, and the Ne- 

.ceſlity of the Sufferer. iT 


Now to God the E. ather, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be render d, &c. 


1 
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3 IJ The Diſcontented Stateſman: 
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t A1 o-_ =. | N 
3. | R . 


a ; Es T. V. 13; | 

Ter all this availeth me nothing, ſo 
long as I ſee Mordecai the Jew 
ſitting at the King's Gate. 


* HES E. Words are the bitter Ser mol 


and envious Reflection of wick» XVI. 
1 ed Haman;, a Perſon as re- &, 
— markable for the Strangeneſs of his Riſe, preached 
and the Suddenneſs of his Fall, as any 1711 
Favourite or Courtier in Hiſtory. For, 
from whatever Illuſtrious or Royal Fa- 
| mily, Haman might originally ſpring, 
moſt Writers are of Opinion, that the 
Grandeur of his Pedegree was now very 
much ſunk and eclips d, and that, upon 
his preſent Promotion, he was but in 
mean and ordinary Cireumſtances. It is 
certain, that the Name of this Perſon no 
where occurs in Holy Mrit, but in the 
Book of Efther ; and we have not ſo 
1 Om V2 much 
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Sermon much as Mention of him there, till he 

XVI. was pitch'd up by King Ahbaſuerus for 

the moſt honourable Poſt in the Govern- 
ment. 

Whereas other People have required 
Time to wriggle themielves into a Court 
by the continued Exerciſe of Flattery *' 
and Addreſs, and do proceed leiſurely to 
Preferment by certain intermediate De- 
grees and Gradations ; he ftepp'd forth | 
a compleat Favourite at once, and com- 
menc'd the Firſt and Ruling Miniſter f 
State, without making his Way through # 
any inferior Employments, or approving 
his Fidelity by any former Services. ; 
Thus he ſeem'd, like the Sun in a 
cloudy Day, to break forth with an un- 
common and ſurprizing Luſtre, and, at 

It. 1 1. once, to over-top all the Nobles and Prin- 

ces of an hundred and ſeven and twenty © * 
Provinces, by the Eminence of his Sta- 

tion, and the Extent of his Power. 1 l 
Rarely do we read of ſuch an unac- Þ © 
countable Ri/e of a Man, and more rare- © 

ly of ſuch a ſudden and deplorable Fall. | i 

I 

a 


Never was there a more extravagant and | 
over-grown Favourite, and never a Mon- 
fter who more abus'd the Favours, and 
8 the Authority of his Maſter: f 

that he ſtands upon Record, for 24 
Warning to Men in high and flippery || 5 
Places, and is a miſerable Example of 
the Fickleneſs of Fortune, and the Ju- 7 
| ſtice of Providence. However we are tl 
| to remember, that he had his Days of | P 
If! — Profperity, and received the good Ty ; 
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bs of this World in the greateſt Abundance Sermon 


rand Superfluity. If we believe the De- XVI. 
a= 4 ſcription whic himſelf has given us of WWW. 


his own Poſſeſſions, we may conclude, 


£4 that Nothing, within the Compaſs of hu- 
"ot man Enjoyment, was with-holden from 
ry him; 'The Treaſures of the whole Earth 
55 ſeem to be ranſack d to gratify him; and 
Co whatever his Eyes could /ee, or his Heart 
«th deſire, was the generous Gift of an indul- 
= gent Prince : Yet all theſe Civilities were 


not ſuffictent to humour the Pride, or 
maſter the Ambition of this inſatiable _ 


Man. His Head was always contriving, 


* and his Hands executing; his Deſires 
1 a Wiere impatient, and his Expectations 
un. boundleſs; his Demands exorbitant, and 
at his Attempts impious. 
. But notwithſtanding all this, he was 
cnty i the moſt daſtardly and mean-ſpirited Per- 
Sta» ſon that was ever admitted to a Court, and 
had Nothing great and heroic in his Na- 

nac- ture to recommend him to the Service of 


the moſt potent Monarch upon Earth. He 
was a Slave to his own Ambition, and an 


| Uſurper upon his Fellow - Subjects; a 


Traitor and a Sycophant; a Tyrant and 


a Coward, at the ſame Time. If he was 


4 | foild in his Propoſals, he grew ſorrowful 
and dejected; if diſcover'd in his For- 
; Pose and Miſmanagements, he flew into 


aſſion and Diſorder, The Pomp of his 


2 outward Condition was not able to ſecure. 
the Serenity of his Mind; nor could the 
f| pleaſing Thoughts of Riches and Ho- 

aur eee Inconvenience 


4 of 
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Sermon of the moſt trifling Evil. Every Diffi- 
XVI. culty was a Match for his Courage, and 
every Diſappointment too hard tor his 
Patience. The moſt inconfiderable Ob- 
ſtacles would terrify and affright his Soul, 
and the meaneſt Competitor frett and gall | 
him. The Height of his Station could 
not make him overlook a poor captive | 
Few; and the Want of a Bow or a 
inge was enough to ſully his Glory, 
and force his Purple to fit uneaſy upon 
his Shoulders. 2 
All this, (ſays he) availeth me Nothing, 
d long as I fee Mordecai the Few ſitting at 
the King's Gate. | Y 
_ For the more clear Handling and Il- 
luſtration of theſe Words, I think it not 
improper to do theſe Five Things. L 


FIRST, To enquire into thoſe Poſ- 4 
ſeſſions and Enjoyments, which Ha- 
man declar d availed him nothing. 


SECONDLY, To make ſome Re- 
marks upon that ambitious and en- 
vious Temper of his, which render'd 
him miſerable under fuch flouriſhing 2? 
Circumſtances. _ "2 
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THIRDLY, To ſearch out the true 

Ground and Foundation of this Fu- 

y and Reſentment againſt Mordecai 
the Few. 1 


 FOURTHLY, To ſbew the ill 
Conſequences of this — N 
e both 


ordecai 


he ill N 


his own Declaration in the 
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both in Reſpect of himſelf and his 
— 75: 


 FIFTHLY, To raiſe ſome gene- 

ral Obſervations from this Matter of 

Fact for the Conduct and Manage- 
meant of human Liſ mme. 


© FIRST, I am to enquire into thoſe 


Poſſeſſions and Enjoyments, which Ha- 
mam declared availed him nothing. 


If we would take a true Eſtimate of 


Hamam in all his Pomp and Grandeur, 
and ſurvey him in his ſeveral glittering 
Relations, we muſt conſult the Hiſtory 
of his Riſe and Promotion, as it is re- 
corded in this Book of Eſther And 
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XVI. 


what we here find ſcatter d and diſpers d 


thro different Chapters, ſhall be reduced 
to a ſhorter Compaſs, and preſented to 
your View under theſe following Heads. 


Firſt, The King's Favour to him. 
Secondly, His Honour. 
_ Thirdly, His Power. 
Fourthly, His Riches. 
Fifthly, His Children. 


All theſe external Bleſſings, Haman 
was in actual Poſſeſſion of, as appears by 
pri Chapter 

of this Book of Eftber, and the 1oth, 
11th, 12th Verſes; where, in the Height 


of Tranſport, he unboſom'd himſelf to 


his Wite and his Friends, and with an 
Air of Greatneſs acquainted them with 
| U 4 his 


| i 
wh 
ff l 5 
1 
f TEH 
1 . 
i! 
1 
1 1 
15 f ' 
14S; 
[ 4 | 
* ==. - 
5 19 
: 
[1 44 t 
95 
17 
1 
J [ 
Fe 
31 
Far * 
4 
9 
1 
6 4 
14 
1 14 
+ J 
1 - 
n 
14 1 
if : 
I fi 
7 
x 
4 
1 
„ 
(HE : 
13! 
iS! 
5 
138} 
* 


ii! 
it 

4' 
\ 
it 


— 
—.—.— a 
A . — — 
A — be 
——— — 
: 
— 


* « — — $a9—_ 
— — — 
en — — 4 
-_ — — — 
N ot — 
— - — — ũ— — 


—— >. 
— 
— 


N 
8 
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Sermon his wonderful Intereſt both in the King 
XVI. and the Queen, and the profound Com- 


2 . and e e which were paid | 


im gt Court. For he told them (lays 
the Text) of the Glory of his Riches, and 
the Multitude of his Children, and all the 
Things wherein the King had promoted bim, 
and how he had advanced him above the 
Princes and Servants of the King. And 
he ſaid moreover, yea, Eſther the Queen 
did let no Man come in with the King un- 
to the Banquet, that fbe had prepar d, but 
bimſelf, and that to Morrow he was invited. 
unto her alſo with the King. | 
Theſe (one would think) were Civili- 
ties and Obligations enough to be heap- 
ed upon the Head of a ſingle Man: 
Theſe were Favours ſufficient to ſatisfy 
the Avarice and Ambition of the moſt 
hungry Courtier. For what Plan of 
Worldly Felicities can the Mind poſſibly 
frame to herſelf, which doth not come 
under Oue, or more of the fore- men- 
tioned Conſiderations? So that Earthly 
Enjoyments muſt be very empty and 
ſuperficial, very falſe and deluding in 
themſelves, or Hamaus Humour muſt be 
unacountable, and: his Reſentment fooliſh. 
For what could the covetous Man aim at 
more, than large Poſſeſſions, and full 
Coffers ? What could the crafty and in- 
triguing Politician pretend to, but the 
Far of his Prince, and the Management of 
his Kingdom? What could Exvy propoſe 
to her Votaries, but the Advancement 
of themſelves, and the degrading of 
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others? What could Pride and Ambition Sermon 
- any farther graſp after, than the Mono- XVI. 
3 poly of public Honours and Preferments, wYyW; 

| nf the Probability of an Entail upon a 

numerous Progeny 7? g | 
_ All theſe Things Haman enjoy d ina 
very plentiful Degree, and yet all of 
them, by his own Confeſſion, availed him 
Nothing: {eh DAS | | 
It may, therefore, be worth our 
while to give every one of theſe ſup- 
d Bleflngs a diſtinct and ſeparate 
Confideration to the End that we may 
more fully diſcover, in the Progreſs of 
1 this Diſcourſe, how illy Haman's Com- 
> | plaints were grounded, and withal may 
| learn what Confidence is to be plac'd in 
the Favour of Princes, and how we 
ought to behave ourſelves, when ad- 
vanced to an higher Station, than our 
rethren. 1 1 5 
Firſt, Let us conſider the Honour and 
Intereſt which Haman had with the King. 
This was very conſiderable, as well in 
Reſpect of his own Advancement, as the 
ulling down and diſgracing of others. 
"Twas a Privilege big in it ſelf, and 
fruitful in its Conſequences; the "on, 
of his preſent Happineſs, and the Ear- 
neſt of Futurity, What Pains are ſome 

People at, to get a Footing at Cou 
; and procure an Intereſt in Princes? And 
| what Variety of _— and Poſtures muſt 
they appear in, to humour the Vanity of 
f thoſe that ſit at the Helm? Their Tem- 
pers mult be fauning, and their Com- 
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and their Conſciences profligate : 


pliances ſlaviſn; their Principles ooh, 
„et notwithſtanding all their bending and 


ſneaking, all their Flattery and project - 
ing; how many fruitleſs Sallies ma 
they make before their Deſigns take Ef- 


fect ? and what Time and Treaſure may 


be expended before they get into tlie 
Road of Preferment ? This Man muſt 
be intreated, and that Man bribd; and 
yet freſh Difficulties will perpetually a- 
riſe, and new Friends and a better Inte- 


reſt are always wanting. Unexpected 


Rubs and Obſtacles may be laid in our 
Way by reſtleſs Rivals and contrary Pre- 
5 Aſperſions may be thrown up- 
on our Reputation, and Vouchers deman- 
ded for our Zeal to a Party: And when 
all is done, we ſhall be conftantly ſubject 
to the Contentions of an oppoſite Fac- 
tion, and muſt be content to ſacrifice our 
Liberty in Hopes of a precarious Pre- 
But Haman had already paſs'd through 
_ theſe tireſome Applications, and fur- 
mounted the moſt important Difficulties. 
He was ſettled on the Eminence and 
Pinnacle of Honour, and reign'd the dar- 
ling and unconteſted Favourite in the 
Affections of his Royal Maſter. 


If we meaſure the King's Favour by 


the Grants he made, and the Privileges 
he inveſted Hamas with, never was there 
a more ſucceſsful Courtier, never a more 


formidable Subject. His Intereſt was ſo 


riveted and cemented, that he —_— 
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of no Storms from Court, dreaded no Sermon 


Ads of Reſumption, nor entertain d the XVI. 
leaſt Suſpicion of a Diſgrace or Removal... 


He was both Counſellor and Agent for 
the King; privy to his Secrets, and in- 


ſtructed with his Life; his Companion in 


the Palace, and his 1 . in the Em- 
pire; the Sharer in his Fortunes, and 


the Manager of his Revenues. He had 


the Heart and the Affections of his 
Maſter at his Beck, and the Honours and 
Preferments of the Court at his Diſpoſal. 
He could advance and diſplace whomſo- 
ever he thought convenient ; encourage 
Petitions, or oy Buſineſs at his Plea- 
ſure. With a Word, he could procure 
an Edict for the Extirpation and Slaugh- 
ter of a whole Nation, and uſe the 
oo Authority for the more ſpeedy 
tch and Execution of his Deſigns. 
| A This Account of the King's 
Favour towards Haman may lead us to 
take an Eſtimate of the Honour which h 
conferr'd upon him. „ 
For if Honour conſiſts in Titles and Ho- 


mage, Haman had as much of it, as a So- 


vereign could beſtow, or a Subject re- 
ceive: For all the King's Servants that g il 
were in the King's Gate, bowed and reve- 10 
renced him And the King had promoted 
and advanced him, and ſet bis Seat above 
all the Princes that were with him. 
Now what farther Idea can we have 
of Splendor and Magnificence ? What 
can we imagine more Lordly and Deſpo- 
tic, than to fee all the King's . 
5 
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Sermon hold lying at the Feet of one ſingle - 
XVI. Man? To hear the Multitude purſue him 
uith Ho/annaes and Acclamations, and 
| the Chief Princes and Nobility of the 
Kingdom paying Homage and Obeiſance 
to his Foot-ftool ? Theſe were ſuch 
Signs and Teſtifications of Reſpect, ſuch 
unuſual Stretches of Complaiſance and 
Civility, that one can't calily diſcern 
what higher Pitch of Glory Haman could 
aſpire after, or what farther Propoſals 
he could make to his Ambition: For he 
had no Superior upon Earth, but only 
his Royal Maſter, and all the Honours 

of the e ſeem d to be heaped u 
on the Head of himſelf and his 0 | 

His Eyes ſaw little elſe but Slaves and 
Vaſſals about him, and his Ears were ac- 
cuſtomed to Nothing but the Flattery 

and Adoration of Interiors and Depen- 

dents. 

Thirdly, The next Advantage which 

Thane enjoy'd, was his Power And 
ow great this was, may in ſome Mea- 
ſure be taken from the Largeneſs of his 
Commiſſion over all the Provinces. For 
the King repos'd the greateſt Confidence 
in his Abilities and Fidelity, and en- 
truſted him with the ſole Management 
and Tranſaction of his Affairs. For be 
22 uu. 10, 26% the Ring from his own Finger, and 
7 gave it unto Haman; and ſaid unto him, 
The Silver is given unto thee, the People alſo, 
to do with them, as it ſeemeth good to thee. 
'The like ample Commiſſion, with ſome 

of the ſame Ceremonies of Reſpect, oe 
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find given to Je by the King of Sermon 
Egypt; which Commiſſion, it may not be XVI. 
amiſs to recite at large, for the better WY 


| Diſcovery of Hamans Power. 
Pharoah /ai unto Joſeph, See, I have 
ſet thee over all the Land of Egypt: And 44 
Pharoah too off his Ring from his Hand, 
and put it upon oſeph's Hand, and arayed 
him in Veftures of fine Linnen, and put a 
gold Chain about his Neck. And he made 
 bim to ride in the ſecond Chariot which 
he had; and they cried before him, Bow the 
Knee : And he made him Ruler over all the 
Land of Egypt. And Pharoah /aid unto 
Joſeph, I am Pharoah, and without thee 

all no Man lift up his Hand, or Foot, in 
all the Land of Egypt. 

From both 3 4 Places compar'd to- 
gether, we find that giving the Ring from 
the Finger was the Sign of delegating the 
higheſt Power to any favourite Miniſter : 
For by this Means, he had Cuſtody of 
the Royal Seal, and Authority of Wri- 
ting and commanding what he pleas'd, in 
his Maſter's Name. Of this Power, Ha- 
man made an extravagant Uſe, when the 
King's Scribes were called, on the thirteenth 
Day of the firſt Month, and there was 
written according to all that Haman bad 
commanded, unto the King's Lieutenants, and 
#0 the Governors that were over every Pro- 
vince, and to the Ruler of every People of 
every Province; in the Name of King Aha- 
ſuerus was it written, and ſealed with the 
King's Ring. And the Letters were ſent by 
Poſts imo all the King's Provinces, to de- 
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Spoil of them for a Prey. 


The Diſcontented Stateſman. 


firoy, to kill, and to cauſe to periſh all 


Jews, both young and old, little Children 
and Women, in one Day, and to take the 


'This Decree was not more remarkable 


for its Cruelty, than for that Exceſs of 


Power which it ſuppos'd Haman inveſted 
with. The Condeſcenſion was fo great 


on the Side of the Monarch, and the 


Power ſo unlimited to a Subject, that 


I cannot ſee, what Hamas could deſire 
more from his Maſter, except the Queen 
from his Boſom, or the Crown from his 
Head. Nay, as to the Crown, he ſeem'd 


to have engroſs d all the Prerogatives of 


That to himſelf, and Abaſuerus had only 
the Name and Title, and Haman the 
Reſpe&t and Power of a King. And 
then, as to the Queen, if the Project of 
extirpating the Jews had taken Effe, 
ſhe muſt have been involved in the com- 
mon Fate, and unavoidably have periſh'd 
with her People. | 
So ſubtle was the Policy of this Man, 
to ſtrike at Majeſty by arraigning the 
Subject, and through the Sides of Mor- 
decai, to ſtab Eſther to the Heart ! But 
Fourthly, Another Advantage that Ha- 


man enjoy d, was his Riches. 


Intereſt has a general Influence upon 
human Actions, and is the powerful Mo- 


tive both of our Hopes and Fears. From 


the Peaſant to the Stateſman, we find little 
elſe but Schemes and Contrivances for 
Riches and Greatneſs, and the moſt vigo- 


rous Sallies and Efforts for the Ad- 


2 


vancsment 


. 
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vuncement of themſelves and their Fa- Sermon 
milies. | VXVI. 

And indeed, without a competent De-= wwyww/ 
gree of Wealth, all outward Enjoyments, 
and internal Qualifications; all the Gifts 
of Fortune, and the Endowments of Na- 
ture, will ſignify but little to a Man who 
affects Greatneſs and Popularity. "Tis 
Wealth which ſtamps Beauty upon De- 
formity, and Learning upon Ignorance; 
which procures Friends, and reconciles 
Enemies; which humbles our Interiors, 
and pacifies our Rulers ; which com- 
mands pays ati from our Equals, and 
Adoration from our Dependents. 
Now Haman, by his own Confeſſion, xg y. 1 
had enou gh of this powerful and com- 
manding Thing, call d Health, to have 
made him eaſy and happy, it his own 
Envy and Diſcontent had not render'd 
him — + 1 outward Poſſeſſions 
were great and magnificent, and all the 
Qualificat ons of an — Happineſs 
were at Hand. Nature and Providence 
ſeem' d to contend for his Advancement, 
aud both Prince and Court to idolize his 
Politics: Yet there was ftill an Obſtacle 
and Impediment from within, and his 
own Mind had laid ſome Scruples and 
ö Difficulties in the Way to Happineſs. 
HH.̃iſthly, The laſt, and moſt conſiderable 
9 Bleſſing that Hamas enjoy d, was his 
Children. He had not only a large For- 
tune, but a promiſing Family; Plenty of 
all worldly Bleflings, and a numerous 
Iſſue to ſucceed him in the 
1 er N 
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Sermon of them: — Means, the Hap 
XVI. pineſs was not likely to terminate in 
VV himſelf; but Honour and Eftate were in 
a fair Probability of deſcending to Po- 
ſterity. Some People have no Proſpe& 
but the preſent, and can look no farther 
than their own Lives. In the next Gene- 
ration, their Name may be blotted out, and 
like dead Men, they may be clean forgotten. 
Though they may purchaſe Renown b 
their Proweſs and Learning, and raiſe 
Eſtates by their Labour and Induſtry ; 
yet what do all their Achievements and 
_ Acquiſitions ſignify, when they have no 
Body to ſucceed in their Labours, no 
Body to inherit their Titles of Honour ? ©! 
It is certain that the Propagation of 
our Species is eſſential to our Being, and 
the Increaſe of a Family is the conſtant 
Wiſh of Mankind. The Denial of an 
I ſſue has been thought the Curſe of the 
Jer cuir 3o. Almighty, and write ye this Man childleſs 
was the finiſhing Stroke to Jeboiakim's 
| Calamity. That Exprobation of Rachel 
Gen. XXX. to Jacob, Give me Children, or elſe T die, 
" ſeems, in ſome qualified Senſe, to be th 
Voice of Nature, and the united Re- 
queſt of all the World. For the Hope 
of a Family encourages our Induftry, and 
whets our Expectations; ſweetens our 
Labours, and ſoftens our Cares ; miti gates 
our Pains, and triumphs over our Di 
cCiulties. 
Eſt. w in: _Haman, who gloried in the Multitude 
0 his Children, had, without Doubt, a 
| lufficient Experience of all the Bleſſings 
| * which 
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which attend a numerous and hopeful Fa- Sermon 

mily : And yet ſo little was the Tem- XVI. 
r of this great Man, ſo predominant WY 

bis Malice, and ſo craving his Ambition, 

that he took no Delight in his Children, 

nor reap d any Satisfaction from his For- 

tune, as long as he ſaw Mordecai the 

Few ſitting in the King's Gate. 


Lord, Grant that we may take War- 
ning and Example by this and ſuch 
like ambitious and aſpiring Spirits, 
and may ſo moderate. our Deſires 
and Affections after the Pleafures and 
Enjoyments of this World, that we 
may learn Contentment in every Sta- 
tion of Life; and by a true Faith 
and Affiance in God's Mercy, may '; / 
ſo paſs thro Things temporal, that 
dae finally Joſe not the Things eternal, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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Tet all this availeth me not bing, fo 


long as 1 ſee Mordecai the. Few 
ſitting at the King's Gate, 


HE Book of Efther affords ſome 
of the moſt remarkable Tranſ- 
1X actions in Holy Mrit, and is one 
of the moſt delightful and inftructive 
Pieces of Hiſtory that ever was tranſ- 
mitted to Poſterity by any inſpir'd Au- 
thor. We may there ſee Faithfulneſs 
and Loyalty rewarded in the Perſon of 

Mordecai ; Pride and Ambition puniſhed | 

in the Example of Haman; Beauty and 

Innocence crowned in the Promotion of 

The ſeveral ſurprizing Turns in this | 

Affair, and the wonderful Plots and 

Counter - minings of Stateſmen can ne- 

ver be more ſeaſonably expoſed to your 

Eyes, than in a tricking and a politic 

Age, and. in the midſt of a Generation of 

Men ſo enflamed with Ambition, and ad- | 

dicted to Cruelty, And foraſmuch a8 
3 Hamann 


Sermon 
XVII. 
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Haman acts the greateſt Part in this Nar- Sermon 
rative, and is a Perſon the moſt adord XVII. 


in his Glory, and trampled upon in Diſ Way 


grace; thought it not improper to take 
the Proportion of this great Man in his 
ſeveral Poftures, and to preſent him 'to 
your Thoughts in different Views. We 
find him in the Text loaded with Ho- 
nours, and yet uneaſy under the Burden 3 
envious and aſpiring, rich and complain- 
ing at the fame Time: He brow-beats 
his Equals, and ſpurns at his Inferiors 3 
hectors the Lords, and tramples upon the 
Commons; engroſſes the moſt profitable 
Preferments of the Court to himſelf, and 
yet pronounces all his Acquiſitions vain 
and unprofitable. All this availeth me 


1 not hing /o long AS 7 ſee Mordecai the 67g 
b | fitting * the King's Gate. 2 


From theſe Words, I offer d, in my 
laſt Diſcourſe, theſe Five following Thin g 
to your Conſideration. 


FIR ST, An Raguvy fn into thoſe Poſe 
ſeffions and Enjoyments which Ha- 
man declar d, availed bim Nothing. 


SECONDLY, Some | Remarks up- 
on that ambitious and envious Tem- 

| yu of his, which render'd him mi- 
erable under fuch proſperous and 
advantagious Circumſtances-. 


THIRDLY, The Grad 
and Foundation of his Reſentment 
— Mordecai the FO : 

N 2 F OURTH- | 
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XVII. FOURTHLY, The ill Conſoquen- 
—— ces ot this Reſentment both in Re- 
| ſpect of himſelf and his Family. | 


FIF T HLY, Some general Obſerva- 
tions from this Matter of Fact, for | 
the Condu&t and Management of Þ 
human Lite. E 


Having already finiſhed m Enquiy | 
which Hamas declar'd, availed 725 No- 5 
thing ; I ſhall now proceed in the LE 


SECON D Place, ; ele con | 2 
Remarks upon that ambitious and _— 
ous Temper of his, which render'd him 
miſerable under ſuch proſperous — ad- 
vantagious Circumſtances. 

And here I cannot but obſerve to you, 


7/1, That Haman, upon the Account! 7 
5 2295 his wonderful and extraordinary 
Riſe, had no Reaſon to couple 
or be uncaſy in his preſent Circum-!# 
ſtances. 4 
Secondly, That his Complaint muſt be 
very unſeaſonable and ridiculous, at 
2 Time when he was in actual Poſ-| 
ſeſſion of Plenty, and ' apprehenfive| 
of no Diſgrace at Court, or Remo 
from his Office. | 
Thirdly, That it was founded upon 2 
falſe Principle, and proceeded from 
. 3 N otion of Things. 


2 


Jen. 
Re- 


IVa- 
Tor | 
t of | 


quiry | 
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Firſt, If Hamas had duly weigh'd his 
extraordinary Ri/e at Court, he could al- 
ledge no Manner of Pretence for Uneaſi- 
neſs or Complaint under his preſent Con- 
dition. For, however the Caſe might ſtand 
in relation to his Pedigree in his own Coun- 
try; yet his Promotion was fudden and un- 
expected for a Stranger, and the Poſt which 
he was advanc'd to, was the moſt confide= 
rable in the Perſian Empire. If, therefore, 


he could but have taken the Pains to com- 
nents pare the various Poſtures of his Fortune, 
; No- and impartially have viewed the critical 
and ſurprizing Turns of his Advancement, 
the Refleion upon his paſt Circumſtan- 
ſome ces might render his preſent Condition 
etivis I more eaſy and delightful. The Height 
1 him of Grandeur is never fo rapturous and 
d ad- amuſing, as to Men who riſe from a low 
2 Eftate: Like a Proſpect from an Hill to 
» you, |} Perſons who have always lived in Flats 
and Valleys, it fills the Eye with Aſto- 
ccount niſhment, and the Heart with Delight; 
-dinary tranſports the Paſſions, and almoſt ſur- 
mplain, paſſes our Belief. If we were perpetu- 
vircum- ally accuſtom'd to a Calm, we ſhould be 
hardly ſenſible of the Advantage of it; 

maſt be but when the Winds begin to bluſter, an 
lous, at the Waves to roar, we 7 reflect 
nal Poſ- upon the Conveniences of a different Sort 
chenſe of Weather. A conſtant and uninter- 
Lemovil rupted Courſe of Proſperity may be apt 
to ſtupify and enervate the Minds of 
upon 3| Men; but a Tranſition from a Worſe, 
ed from to a Better 'Turn of Fortune, will make 


F 


them more and apprehenſive of 


Sermon 


XVII. 
WW 


their 
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Sermon their Happineſs 5 and feems like a pleas 
XVII. ſant Haven to à weariſom Paſſenger, at- 
ter all the Turmoils and Fatigues of a 
dangerous Voyage. 
Since, therefore, it was Hamai's For- 
tune to be rais d from a mean Beginning, 
in that unaccountable Manner which has 
mw before deſcrib'd; and ſince he had 
rticular Addition to his Happineſs, 
__ knew once what it was to want 
5 he was the more inexcuſable in his 
aints, and the more fit to be ex- 
pos d for his Uneaſineſs. The Novelty 
of the Bleſſing ſhould; have enhanc'd the 
Value of it, and the Height of his Sta; 
tion have plac d him above the Diſor- 
der of a trifling Reſentment. 1 
Secondly, The Complaint of Haman * 
muſt be very unſeaſonable and ridiculous, | 
if we conſider the Time when it was 
made; namely, when he was in actual! 
Poſitſhon of Plenty, and apprehenſive of 
fo. o Diſgrace at Court, or Removal from 
Hamam was ſo far fo ſuſpecting the 
Loſs of his preſent Preferments, that his | 
xorbitant Lemper had hei ghten d his 
xpectations, and his Soul was cager in 
the Purfuit of freſh Favours. For when | 
the King asd hin, What ſbould be done to 
the Mas that be delighted to bonour 5 — 
preſently propos d the Cromm to be ; 
pon his Head, and the Royal Apparel — F 
his Bach; to have him zide in Triumph 
on the King' s Horſe thro every Street of — i 
GY and Proclamation to be made to he 1 
t 
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Reſpect towards him: And this Haman X 
did, in Confidence of his own Intereſt at 


Court, and upon Preſumption that his 
Maſter's Allections were, tt I 


From hence we; may. gather, that Ha- 
nan being in Purſuit of higher Pre fer- 
ments, could not have 50 preſent Diſs 
like to the Honours: and Glories of ! the 
Court, and by Conſequence, his Com- 
plaint muſt be far more ridiculous, than 
if he had accidentally, fallen into Diſ- 
grace aſter the plentitul Enjoyment of 
o many Bleſſings. For the Loſs of Hap- 


pineſs is an Aggravation to Miſery, and 


the Thoughts of What we duce were, 18 
a cutting Memento to what we #02 are. 
Had Haman a Mind to have complain d, 
he ſhould have firſt ſhewn., Where he was 
grieved, and, by ſome ſolid Reaſons a- 
gainſt temporal Enjoyments, have en- 
gag d the Auditors in his Favours; but 
to rant out of Humour, and, repine in 
the midſt of Plenty, was enough to raiſe 


the Indignation, rather than move the 


Bowels of Mankind. How ſtrange is it, 
for a Man cloath d in Purple aud fine, Lin- 
nen, to make a Noiſe about the Mean- 
neſs of his Rayment, and the Severity 


of his Fate? Ho odd is it for him, who 


fares ſumptuouſly every Day, and is Wal- 


low'd up in a Bed of Down at Night, 
to lament the Hardneſs of his Lod gings, 


and the Coarſeneſs of his Diet? How ri- 


diculous for him, who , drinks Niue in 


X4 Bous, 


ly plac d up- 


& 
5 


-- ts 


the People of his Majeſty's Fayour and Sermon 
VII. 


9 
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Sermon Bowls, and has all the Treaſures of the 
XVII. Eat in Poſſeſſion, to counterfeit Poverty, 

and fancy his Soul within the very Clut- 
ches of Famine ? If Men will be reſtleſs 
and uneaſy, they muſt ſhew ſome pro- 
bable Reaſon for their Diſcontent, and not 
continue fretting and fuming, and yet, at 
the ſame Time, graſping at an higher De- 

gree of thoſe very Things which they 
make ſuch hideous Out-cries againſt. 

If Hamam had caſt an Eye upon the 
Princes of the Empire, he might have 

found Natives enough of Birth and Di- 

ſtinction, who were obliged to truckle to 
his Power; and if theſe had thought 
their Submiſſion to be hard Uſage, and 

had regretted the Advancement of one 

Man above all the ancient Nobility, there 
might have been ſome Pity owing to their 
Complaint, ſome Redrets due to their 

Grievances : But when all the Nahles fell 

dow before Haman, and People of all Na- 

tions and Languages did him Service, who 
could fuppoſe that any Uneaſineſs could 
harbour in his Breaſt, or that any Storms 
of Malice and Revenge ſhould ruffle and 
diſcompoſe his Soul? Fe e 
T hirdly, The laſt Thing which TI have 

8 object againſt Hamam, is, that his 

Complaint was founded upon a falſe Prin- 
ciple, and proceeded from a wrong Notion > 
O his Duty. . „ n . 8 | 
No Man of Experience can deny, but 
that ey y l ye in themſelves 
yery tranſitory and imperfect, empty and 
daft dry and ho Whew ö . — 

ä * as. | 
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be Diſcontented State ſman: 


Faculties of a rational Soul: But Haman XVII. 
(as appears from hat has been ſaid up- 


on our laſt Particular,) had not religi- 
ouſly conſider d theſe Points, and could 
have no Quarrel with the World upon 
any of theſe Accounts. He was ſo far 
from thinking his Poſſeſſions /uperfluous, 

that he complain'd of them as defe#ive, 
and ſuppos d himſelf rather ſtreightned 


by Want, than ſurfeited with an Exceſs of 


*njoyment. Had Haman really diſco- 
verd the Vanities of a Court, the Fickle- 
neſs of Fortune, and the Follies of Great= 
neſs; and out of a generous Contempt of 
this World, pronounc'd all Things be- 
longing to them fallacious and trifling; 
he had acted the Part of a Philoſopher, 
and might have been reputed one of the 
wiſeſt Men of Antiquity.» Had he con- 
fin d his Deſires, and curb d his Appetites, 


when he ſaw the Object was not agree- 


able, nor the Enjoyment ſatisfactory; his 
Practice had been regular, and his Ex- 
ample worthy of our Imitation. But 

for a Man of Honour to fret, becauſe he 

could not cruſh an inconſiderable Captive z 
for a great and ſwelling Courtier to fall 
toul upon the Hardneſs of his Fate, be- 
cauſe his Station could not command 
the Knee, or bow. down. the Head of an 
Inferior, argued a Poorneſs of Spirit as 


well as a Detect of judgment. 
THIRNRDLx, I am to ſearch out 


the true Ground and F oundation of Ha. 
** | many 
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Sermon mans Fury and Reſentment | againſt Mor- 
XVII. decai the Few © And this is what We are 
directed to, from the /econd and fifth Ver- 


ſes ot the third Chapter of Efther, where 
we read that all the King's Servants that 
were inthe King's Gate bowed, and reverenc- 
ca SO for the King had fo commanded 
concerning bim. But Mordecai bowed not, 

nor did him Reverence Aud when Haman 
faw that. Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
Reverencey ten was. Haman ſw of 


Wrath. 1: 


The Reverence here. infiſted. upon, is 
generally thought by Expoſitors to be 
denied by Mordecai, becauſe it look d too 
much like Adoration, and ſeem'd to bor- 
der too nearly upor. Idalatry And this 
Notion of theirs. is expreſsly confirmed 
by the Apocrypbal Writer of the latter 
Fart of the Book | of Efther, Who intro- 
duces Mordecai, in his Prayer to God, 
excuſing his Conduct, and explaining the 
Reaſons, of his Behaviour in the follow- 
ing Meth. hou knoweſt, Lord, that it 
was neither in —— nor Pride, nor for 
any Defire of Glory, that I did wot bow 


Kit xi 12, down to proud Haman. For 1 could bave 


Iz, 14 


— content with good Mill for the Salua- 
"Iſrael, 70: ki/s the Soles of his beet, 
Bur. aid this that I might not prefer the 
Glory of Man above the Glory of God : 
Neither aul I conſbip any but thee, O _ 
neither will. do it in Pride. 


But the learned Dr. * Drideaus is 18 of | 


* that this Conjecture is frivo- 


. fake Connection, Part * Book V. r 
: ous 


The Diſcontemed Stateſman 
lous. and the Reaſons which ſhould fup- 
_ it, invalid, «© Becauſe the 8 
* and Proſtration here mention d, was the 
“ common Compliment,” which was con- 
“ ſtantly paid to the Kings of 3 by all 
“ that were admitted into their Preſence, 
“ and was no doubt paid to this very 
“ King by Ezra and Nebemiab, "when 
4 they had Acceſs to him, and after alſo 
« by Mordecai himſelf. For otherwiſe, 
e he could not have obtained that Ad- 
« miſſion into his Preſence, and that Ad- 
e vancement in his Palace, which was af⸗ 
£ terwards there granted unto him. And 
if it were not idolatrous to pay this 
“ Adoration to the King, neither could 
“it be idolatrous to pay it to Haman. 
Wherefore, this accurate Hiſtorian thinks 
it moſt probable, That Mordecai's re- 
« fuſing to pay him this Reverence, was 
% from a Cauſe that was perſonal in Ha- 


316 


«© man only. Perchance it was, becauſe 


« Haman being of the Race of the Ama- 
c Jekites, Mordecai look d on him as un- 


« der the Curſe, which God had de- Fxol wh 


c nounced againſt that Nation, and there- :*%$am. 1.3 


“ fore thought himſelf obliged not to 
give ſuch Honour unto him.“ Or elſe 
*tis likely the Refuſal might proceed from 
a ſecret Impulſe and Direction of God, 
out of a Defign to fret this haught 
Courtier, and bring about ſome great AL. 
terations and Changes in the Empire. 
But let the Cauſe of the Action be 
what it would, it is plain that it was re- 
ſentod as the bighel DiſreſpeRt and _ 


= 
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Sermon vility by Haman, or elſe it could not have 
—— t hig Blood into a Ferment, and ke 
N. Soul ſo long upon the Rack; it ould 
not have ſour d all the former Ingredients 
— Happineſs, and fore d him upon the 
gerous Expedients for a Deli- 
——— 00 | 
If we would ſurvey this fippas! d Crime 
in all its heightning Circumſtances and 


ſeeming Aggravations, we muſt chnſider 
it in thelc three Reſpect s. : Tine 


Fi, As i it was an Affront to that Ho- 
nour which the King had lately con- 
ferr d upon Hamann. 

Stem h, \s this Affront was offer 4 by 
a mean and inconſiderable Man. 

7 birdly, As it aftorded an ill Prefident 
for others to copy after, inaſmuch 
as it leſſen d the Authority, and un- 

dervalued the — 12 this 
1 Courtier, | | 
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Fin {Then Hamar winks reſent A 
j'z l A Piſreſpect to him, becauſe it Was 
an Affront to that Honour which the 
King had lately conferr d upon him. 
Ihe Eaſtern Monarchs claim'd a Right 
to Adoration, and inſiſted upon the Ho- 
mage of all their Dominions, as an inhe- 
rent Tribute due to their Sovereignty: 
And it is no Wonder then, if thoſe who 
were Attendants on the Throne, ſhould 
be willing to be petty Gods as well as 
their Maſters, and to ſuppoſe ſome R _ 


of the Pivinity ſhed upon their H — 
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nnd uncommon Civilities due to their Sermon 


Perſons and Stations. Courtiers, in all XVII. 
Countries and Ages, have fet up for 


ſomething more than Men, and have loſt 
their Tempers as they have chang'd their 
he Greatneſs of their Power, 
and the Prevalency of their Intereſt, hath 


been apt to flatter them into an Opinion 


of their own Excellencies, and to per- 
ſuade them that there was ſomething di- 
vine in their Perſons. Their Converſa- 
tion at Court has blown up their Vanity 
and Ambition, and their Intimacy wi 
their Prince made them think of Nothing 
but Diſtance and Reſpect from their Fel- 
low-Subjects. Niere 
For Mordecai, therefore, to be defe- 


ctive in his Civilities to Haman might ea- 


ſily be miſrepreſented to his Superiors, 


and ſoon aggravated into an enormous 


Crime. Art and Malice might deſcant 


hand ſomely > i the pretended Obſtina- 
c 


cy of the Offender, and make the Want 
of a Compliment to a Servant, a direct 


Affront to the Authority of his Maſter. 


'The next Step would be to blacken his 
Perſon, and prejudice the King ”_>— 


him: And then how eaſily might Syco- 


phants and Flatterers interpret his Beha- 
yiour, a Defiance to the State, and an 
undermining the Prerogative; a Flying 
in the Face of Majeſty itſelf, and a con- 
tradicting the Decrees of the Perſian 
Monarch. ta erode 

Secondly, Another Provocation of Ha. 
man's Reſentment was the Meanneſs of 

7 5 a | the 
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the Perſon wWwho offer d him the Afﬀeronts 
For 'Mordecai was but a" poor: captive 
Jew, and à Porter at the Royal Palace; 
and by Confequence could not have very 


much Intereſt in an Enemy's Country. 


RE, ii. 20. 


Honour than might be conſiſtent with 


% 


He himſelf was fo ſenſible of this, that 
when Efther had gain d upon the Aſſe- 


Ctions of Ahaſueras, he charged her unt 


to diſcover her Kindred and People, leſt the 
Meanneſs of her Extraction, and the 
Captivity of her Brethren; ſhould preju- 
dice her Amours with the King, and 
g her intended Promotion to his 
This I mention to ſhew, That Hamas 
might have thought himſelf ſecure of 


more than common Reſpect from Mor- 


decai, upon the Account of the Lowneſs 
of his preſent Circumſtances: For Pos 
verty generally renders Men cringing and 
mercenary ; and Slavery debaſes the Spi- 
rits, and cows the Courage of the moſt 
brave and heroic Part of Mankind. Cap- 
tives are entirely at the Mercy of their 
Conquerors, and muſt accept of any 
Terms which Pride will impoſe upon 
them. The Hardneſs of their Circum- 
ſtances puts it out of their Power to ſtand 
upon Punctilioes, and Neceſſity compels 
them to be rather over-fawning and com- 
plemental, than ſtiff and untractable to 
„ 5h 3 oo oft vr 
But Mordecai had a better Spirit than 
Men generally have in his Condition, 
and entertain d an higher Notion of 


bis 
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his preſent Slavery. I His muſt neceffari - Sermon 
Iy grate upon the ambitious Temper, and XVII. 

fre the Indignation of his profeſs d Ene- - 


my. For what Reaſon had he to be fo 


cautious and ſingular? What Authority 


for his unſeaſonable Stiffneſs, when his 


Betters were all over Complaiſance and 
Civility ? Great Men (we fee) can illy 


brook Contempt upon any Occaſion, and 


tis with no ſmall Difficulty that they 


paſs by a Diſreſpect from a Friend or an 
Eta] But an Affront from a Slave, is 
an accumulated Offence, and adds Pride 
to Diſobedience, and Contempt to Rebel- 
lion. Flad one of the Princes of the 


Empire been defective in his Comple- 


ments to this great Courtier, he might, 

rhaps, have made his Peace by an Ac- 
eur, ee of his Fault, and a Sur- 
render of his Perſon ; but for an abject 
Slave to contradict the Firſt Minifter f 


State, was an Offence againſt the Laws q 


the Medes and Perſians, and a Crime ne- 


ver to be expiated but with the Blood of 


the Offender. | 
Thirdly, The laſt Reaſon of Haman's 
Reſentment againft Mordecai proceeded 
from his own Fears and Suſpicions, that 
a Piece of Diſreſpect from one Man 
might be an ill Preſident: for others to 
copy after; inaſmuch as it tended to a 
Diminution of his Authority, and the 
8 of his Greatneſs in the Eyes 
_ oF the: Poe... 02s is D100 2 
Haman, without Doubt, like other 
new-rais d Miniſters, muſt have a great 
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1 many Rivals and Enemies. His Pomp 
XVII. muſt be look d upon with an evil Eye, 
and his Station envied by his Fellow- 


Courtiers. Others might be apt to 3 
themſelves as capable of Buſineſs, 


as well qualified for the Royal I _ 


as himſelf: And then certainly they 

would watch his Motions, expoſe his 

en 2 ation, and catch at every 
rtunity to diſgrace him. 

t ſeem'd then to be Hamar's Bufineſo 
to rivet an awful Senſe of his Power in 
the Minds of his Inferiors, and to govern 
by Fear when he could not by Love. 
Fc r ſhould a Breach: have been once 


made upon his Honour, every Trifle 


would have widened and diſturbed. it. 
Moraecai's Diſreſpect was a leading Card 
to greater Incivilities, and pav d the Wa 


to univerſal Contempt: And unleſs this 


inconſiderable Captive could be cruſh'd 
and humbled, more powerful Enemies 
would ſoon ariſe, and abet the * 


FOUR THLY, I am to enquire in- 
to the ill Conſequences of Hamans Re- 
ſentment, d in Reſpect of himſelf and 
his Family. Which will appear 


Firft, Fam the Diſpleaſure of the 
Queen. 


Secondly, From the Advancement of 
his Rival. 


Thirdh, From his own Danger and 
in. 


Fourthly, 


P 
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Fourthly, From the Fate of his Fami- Sermon 
ly and Confederates. | XVII 
Firſt, Haman's Fury and Reſentment 
againſt Mordecai provok d the Diſpleaſure 
of the Queen, and made her a Party in 
the Quarrel. For ſince Haman, out of 
Revenge, had contriv'd the Ruin of the 
whole Jewiſh Nation, and procur'd a De- 
cree for their Extirpation; it was high 
Time for Efther to addreſs herſelf to 
King 1 in this pathetical Man- 
ner: FI have found Favour in thy Sight, an .. . 
O King, let my Life be given me at my Pe- .. 33 
tition, and my People at my Requeſt, For 
we ars ſold, I and my People, to be de- 
ftroyed, to be flain, and to periſh But if 
we had been ſold for Bond-men, aud Bond- 
women, I had held my Tongue, although 
the Enemy could not countervail the Kings 
Damage: Fr OY. | N 
What an helliſh Contrivance is here 
brought to Light, and what a compli- 
cated Scene of Villanies 1s preſented. to 
our View! What Ear could be deaf to 
ſuch Complaints? What Heart be Proof 
againſt ſuch moving Oratory? We can- 
not ſuppoſe but theſe melting Supplica- 
tions 1 4 virtuous Queen, muſt raiſe tho 
greateſt 'Tumults and Diſorders in the 
Breaſt of an indulgent Husband. 'The 
Lion would be rows'd, and the Dove be- 
gin to lament. Majeſty and Love would 
engage for the Reſcue of diſtreſs d Inno- 
cence, and all the Powers in the Empire 
be ſummoned to cruſh the Villain, who 
wits * Aurſt 
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Sermon durſt preſume in his Heart to do this curſed 


LO And 


* And now what a Storm has Haman 


brought about his Ears, and what a ter- 


rible Adverſary muſt he expect to meet 
with, in an enrag'd Queen ? The Diffi- 
culty might not be great to trample 
down an Equal or an Interior ; but the 


Caſe was alter d, when his Malice was 
teveld againſt a Perſon whoſe Beauty 


had advanc'd her to the Bed of a King, 
and whoſe Piety intitled her to a better 


Crown; a Perfjon, who lay in the Boſom, 


Effh. v. G. 


and had taken Poſſeſſion of the Heart of 
her Lord, and had the Royal Promiſe of 
any Thing ſbe ſhould requeſt or petition for, 


even to the half of his Kingdom. How 
muſt all the refind Arts of Policy be 


baffled, when they came to grapple with 


this female Favourite ? How truitleſs 
muſt be the Struggles, and how teeble 
the Attempts of Stateſmen, when they 
would ſtand in Competition with the 


Charms of Beauty, and the Endearments 


of Love? 

Secondly, Another Mortification to Ha- 
man was, the Advancement of his Rival: 
And to aggravate the Matter, and render 
the Thing more diſagreeable and ſhock- 
ing to a Perſon of his haughty "Temper, 
he received the Orders himſelf from the 
King's own Month, to put the other in- 
to Poſſeſſion of his new Honours, and to 
make Proclamation of his Majeſty's Fa- 
vour and Generoſity towards him. Had 
Hamas been diſplaced, and a third Man 
a advanc'd 
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advanc'd in his Room; or ſhould Mor- Sermon 
decai have been ſo happy to ſucceed him, XVII. 
and another Perſon been employ d to no- 


tify the Royal Pleaſure, and bring Tidings, 
of his Promotion, it might have been 
ſome Mitigation of his Loſs, and made 


the Diſappointment fit more eaſy upon 


his Mind. But alas! Haman was the un- 
happy Meſſenger of his own Diſgrace, and 
the Perſon pick d out to complement. 
Mordecai upon his Advancement. | 
Thirdly, All the Evils threatned to the 
Jews were prevented, by the ſpeedy Exe- 
cution of Haman. For he was not ſuf⸗ 
fer d to eſcape with the bare Loſs of his 
Honours; but was foro d to part with 
his Life into the Bargain. The Deſtru- 
ction invented for the Innocent, lighted 


with greater Fury upon his own Pate, and Eſth. vii. 9. 


the Gallows of fifty. Cubits high pre par d 
Fg ous tu the — Place 
of his own Execution. — 
Fourthly, The laſt ill Conſequence of 
4 was the Deſtruction 
it brought upon his Family and Adhe- 
rents: | ; 1/44 | 
It is almoſt incredible to relate, what 


| prodigious Numbers of their Enemies, 


the Fews ſlew, in the Provinces of Per- 
{ia and Media, when they were once au- 
thoriz'd by the Government, and had the 
Royal Licence to deſtroy : But what was 
moſt remarkable, - and what compleated 


the Tragedy, was the Execution of Ha- c. ix. v.25. 


man's ten Sous upon the ſame Gallows 
with their Father. 
; Y 4 We 


p 
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We had Occaſion to remark in our 


XVII. former Diſcourſe, that Haman gloried in 


rte Multitude of his Children, and had 


(tis probable) a ſafficient Experience of 


all the Bleſſings which attend a numerous 
and hopeful Iſſue. And as his Happi- 
neſs was great in the Life of his Family, 
ſo his Mitery muſt be proportionably aug- 


mented by the untortunate Death of them. 


Had the Diſgrace been fingle, and the 
Mis fortunne only affected his own Per- 
ſon, he might have received ſome Com- 


fort under his Afflictions, from the Proſ- 


pect of a riſing and flouriſhing Genera- 
tion: But that his whole Houſehold ſhould 
be taken off with one Blow, and his 
Name made to ſtin and periſh in his 
native Country, was ſuch an unpararel'd 


Aggravation of Miſery as muſt heighten 
the Terrors of his Execution, and even 


double the Pangs of Death upon his 
Soul. — | 
I have now finiſh'd that Part of my 
Text which I thought proper to allot for 
this Diſcourſe; and I ſhall treſpaſs no 


longer upon your Patience, than whilſt I 


make two ſhort Inferences from what has 
been ſaid. : 
| he From the Hiftory of Haman and 
Mordecai, and the furprizing Events 
which attended the Tranſaction; we may 
learn to admire the Wiſdom of Provi- 
dence, which, in all State-Revolutions, 


aims at ſome ſteady End, and from the 


Juſtlings and Contentions of ſecond Cau 
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ſes, brings about ſome unexpected Good Sermon 
to God's Church and People. TP <6 © 
Men may propoſe what Schemes they WW 


leaſe; form Parties, and enter into Ca- 
als; lay Plots, and manage Intrigues; yet 
God who ſitteth on high, ſees all their 


twinkling of an Eye countermines their 
Stratagems, and defeats their Enterprizes. 
Alas! It is not the Abilities of a Mini- 


ſtry, or the Strength of an Army; it is 
not the Might of a Pharoah, or the Blaſ- 


2 of a Rabſbakeh ; the Malice of an 
Haman, or the Policy of an Abitophel, 
which can effect any 'Thing againſt that 
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. ſecret Steps and Movements, and in the 


wiſe and omnipotent Being, who diſap- Job v. 12. 


pointeth the Devices of the Crafty, and ta- 
keth the Wiſe in their own Net; who fru- 


ftrateth the Tokens of Liars, and maketh 


the Stateſman either Blind or Mad. 'To 
ſhew the Inſufficiency of human Policy, 
and to prove the }/3/dom of this World, 


Foolifbneſs in reſpect of God; he often- | 


times denies Succeſs to the moſt probable _ 


Means, and caſts the Balance to the ligh- 
ter Side. When intriguing Men wade. 


out of their Depth, and would act inde- 


pendently of a ſuperior Power, Igno- 
rance and Infatuation generally ſeize their 
Intellects, and Croſſes and mer on 
ments are the Pruits of their La 

They grow maz'd in their Projects, and 
bewilder'd in their Actions; meet with 
Darkneſs in the Daytime, and grope in the 


Mou day as in the Night. 


TY" S:condly, 


Our . 


UV 14 


happy Perſon who opened the Eyes of 
the. 


not atraid of theWords of the Mighty, nor 
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diſmayed at the Looks of the Proud. Sermon 
Wicked Men act but by a limited Com- XVII. 
miſſion in this World, and in Spite of all Www 


their Rancour and Malice, Succeſs will 
ſome time or other crown virtuous Ac- 
tions. Though we ſhould not all of us 
be ſo happy as to have Mordecai's good 
Fortune upon Earth, nor be ſo ſucceſsful 
as to riſe upon the Necks of our Ene- 
mies; yet the ſame worthy Proceedings 
will ſecure the Peace of Conſcience, and 
the Favour of God; the ſame Courage 
and Sincerity will be applauded by all 
Lovers of Virtue here, and recommend 
us to a greater Recompence of R ard 


hereafter. Amen. ” 
—— 9 1 ö Th * * 
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yy ESTH WAS 52 +. 
Yet all this availeth me Nothing,” ſo 
long as I ſee Mordecai the Few 

ſuting at the King's Gate. 


HESE Words were ſpoken by 
Haman in the Height of his 
Glory, and are a memorable 


Inſtance both of his Ambition and Diſ- 
content; an indelible Blot upon his Me- 


mory and Actions, and a fatal Warning 


to all thoſe who ſhall tread in his 


Po | 

he ſeveral Paſſages of this Story are 
ſo uſetul and inſtructive to Mankind, that 
J thought it proper to lay as much of it 
before your Eyes, as ſeem'd neceſſary for 
the Illuſtration of the Text: And here 
for my own Eaſe, as well as your better 
Edification, T rang d my Diſcourſe under 


Five Heads, and propos'd to proceed at 


ter the following Method. 


FIRST, 


_— 
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Sermon 
Fin By enqu iring | into "thoſe XVII. 
Poſſeſſions and joyments, which WS 
Haman declared, ; Availed him No= 
| . thing. | 


sECON DLY, By male RET 
marks and Reflections upon tlie 
wy Diſſatisfaction and Unea ineſs of 
that ambitious, and envious Temper 
ot his, which render'd him miſe- 
rable, under ſuch proſperous and 
een e 8 


THIRDLY, intin out the 
„ Ground 1 60 1 F ing | and Rev 
ſentment againſt Ire the Jew. F 


 FQURTHEY- By ſhewing the. ill 

| Conſequences Gf this Reſentment, 
both in Reſpect of "gs Mk anc his 
Fami). 


FIFTHLY, By making ſome gene- 

„ Obſervations from this Matter of 

Fact for the Conduct and Manage: 
ment of human Life. | 


Yo 
1 . 


. have already run through Fur of 
theſe Particulars, and have only the Fi ifth 
to trouble you with at preſent. 
By what I have formerly repreſented, I 
hope it ſufficiently appears, how aſto- 
niſhing this Declaration of Haman was, 
and how fruitleſs all his Attempts to 
ruin Mordecai and the Fewiſh Nation 
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Sermon prov'd in the End. You have ſeen the 
XVIII. Vaidabnablendls of his Complaint ſpeci- 

fed in ſeveral Inſtances, and the Deplo- 


KC 


rableneſs of his Fate exemplified in the 
utter Deſtruction of Himſelf and his Fa- 
mily. And ſince theſe Thivgs are written 
for our Admonition, arid the Holy Ghoſt 
-has tranſmitted this excellent Hiſtory to 
Poſterity, to mortify the Pride and Am- 
bition of diſcontented Men; I hope yo 
will judge it expedient, that I thould, 
u he F 3: n 


FIFT H and laſt Place, raiſe ſome 
rig Obſervitions from this Matter of 
Faith for the Conduct. and Management 


Firſt, This Declaration of Haman, con, 
cerning the Emptineſs and Inſuffici- 
ency of his preſent Enjoyments, 
thews us, That all outward Goods 

_ tignity Nothing to the Completion 
of our | Happineſs, without the in- 
ward Peace and Contentment of the 


Mind. . 
Secondly, That there is a Meanneſs of 
_ Temper in ambitious Men, which 
diſcovers itſelf in the Injuſtice of 
their Proceedings towards their In- 
feriors. ws! g 
_ Thirdly, That it is oftentimes in the 
Power of very little and inconfide- 
rable Things to fret and diſturb an 
aſpiring Perſon. . | 


Fou rthly, 
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5 F ourthly, That Diſcontent in Miniſters Sermon 
occalions them to give bad Counſel XVIII. 
to their Maſters, and to do ill Offices * 
do their Fellow- Subjects. 
3 ifthly, That Almighty Providence of- 
ttentimes raiſes up great Men to 
make them ſhew their Diſcontent in 
their Stations, and ſo the more ef- 
fectually to prepare them Four their 
on Ruin. 2 


3 Firſt Obſeryation from the Text, 

is, hat 1 Affluence of external Bleſs 
ſings is not ſufficient to compleat | our 
Happineſs, without the inward, Peace 
and Contentment of the Mind. 

The Proof of this Obſervation, as far 

as relates to the Example of Hamas here 
before us, will lie chiefly in the Diſcuſ- 
ſion of theſe Four Things. | 


Firſt, "The Inſufficiency of Riches. 

- Secondly, The Vanity of Greatneſs. 
Thirdly, The .— of Envy. 
F. curthly, The Neceſſity of Content- 

ment. 


= irft, Haman!s Declaration ſuggeſts to 
us the Infufficiency of Riches. 
Although the Generality of Mankind 
confine their Wiſhes to earthly Bleflings, 
and think that Happineſs takes her Refi- 
dence upon the Thrones of Princes, or in 
the Palaces of Nobles; yet a little Ex- 

erience over-throws all this vain Specu- 
Nen and a ſmall Acquaintance with the 
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Sermon Aſſairs of the World will expoſe the Va- 
XVIII. nity. of human Deſires. Men may be car- 


* 
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ried away by a falſe Light, and capti- 
vated” with a glittering Superficies of 
Things; but when once the Curtain is 
drawn up, and Nature appears in her 
proper Colours, they viſt find Cauſe 
enough to repent of their haſty ſudg- 
ment, and to recal their former Wiſhes 
and Defires. tide ws To 

If Happineſs conſiſted in any outward 
Poſſeſſions, then he that had the greateſt 
Share of the Gifts of Fortune, would 


have the beſt Claim to be happy; but 


we ſee, on the contrary, that ſome Men 
who have eat the Bread of Carefulneſs all 


their Days, and raiſed great Eſtates by 
the Subtilty of their Heads, or the Sweat 


of their Brows, have yet been poor in 
the midſt of Abundance, and received no 
Satisfaction from the Largeneſs of their 
Poſſeſſions. Avaritia ſemper inſinita, ſem- 
per +nſatiabilis ; neque copia, neque 29 
miuuitun, Cov etouſneſs enlargeth her 


* Quibus argenti & auri maximum pondus, & pecunia- 
rum ingentium vel extructi aggeres, vel defoſſæ ſtrues ; 
hos etiam inter divitias ſuas trepidos, cogitationis incertæ 
ſollicitudo diſcruciat, ne prædo vaſter, ne percufſor infe- 
het, ne inimica cujuſque locupletioris invidia calumnioſis 
litibus inquietet. Non cibus ſecuro, ſomnuſve contingit. 
Suſpirat ille in convivio, bibat licer gemma; & cum epu- 
lis marcidum corpus torus mollior alto ſinu condiderit, vi- 
gilat tamen in pluma : nec intelligit miſer ſpecioſa ſibi 
eſſe ſupplicia, auro ſe alligatum teneri, & poſſideri magis 
quam poſſidere divitias atque opes. O deteſtabilis cæcitas 
mentium, & cupiditatis inſanæ profunda caligo Cum ex- 
cnerare ſe poſſit & levare ponderibus, pergit magis fortu- 


— 


nis angentibus incubare, pergit pœnalibus cumulis pertina - 


fires 


s 


£jter adherere, S. Cyprian ad Donat. 
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fires as Hell, and can no ſooner be fill d Setmon 
than the Bottomleſ Pit. Like the two XVIII. 
Daughters of the Horſeleach, O cries, 3 
Give, Give; and yet all the Gifts of For- 7 
tune and Additions of i F 
no more to the extinguiſhing of her 
T hirſt, than a Drop of a Bucket to the 

- Swelling of the Ocean. There is an Evil, 
(fays the Royal Preacher) which ] have 
ſeen under the Sun, and it is common a= Eccleſ vi 
moug Men: 4 Man, to whom God hath 1, 2. 
given Riches, Wealth, and Honour, ſo that 
he wanteth nothing for his Soul of all that 
he deſireth; yet God giveth him not Power 
to eat thereof, nor a Mind to be content= 
ed therewith. © Ng" gow) ha 

I do indeed acknowledge that when 
covetous Men begin to lay Schemes for 
their own Advancement, they may fix 
and limit their Defires to ſome particular 
Things; but when they come to the 
Poſſeſſion of thoſe Things, the ſame Prin- 
ciples which render'd them uneaſy in 
their former Stations, will {till puſh on 
their Ambition, and drive their Ayarice 
farther. ot) 


* Sic ſeftinanti ſemper locupletior obſtat. 


Rich Men always find ſome Diſſatis- 
faction with what is preſent, and think 
fo mend it by the Addition of ſome- 
thing ab/ent. One Poſſeſſion lays a Foun- 
dation for another Deſire; and when 
that is gratified, a Third and a Fourth put 
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Sermon in their Pretenſions: And ſo we go on. 
XVIII. Poſſeſſing and Deſiring, Graſping and Re- 
pining, to the End of our Lives. For, 
T3 as the Eye is not content with ſeeing, nor 
Kerl v. io, the Ear with bearing; ſo be that loveth 

Silver ſhall not be ſatisfied with Sila 

ver; nor he that loveth Abundance; 
dit h Increaſe. N 


* * 


— * Scilicet improbæ 
© Creſcunt Divitiæ; tamen 
Curtæ neſcio quid ſemper abeſt ret: 
Something is, and will be wanting 3 
and the reſtleſs Man is ftill a Slave and. 
a Seeker, and thinks himſelf abridg'd and 
ſtreightned int ſome neceſſary and eſ- 
ſential Part of his Welfare. 4 new Pur- 
chaſe has always freſh Conveniences, and 
an additional Preferment has a Number 
of Attractives. Such a Situation is ne- 
ceſſary for our Health, and ſuch an In- 
come for the Hoſpitality of our Table - 
Our Neighbour's Napa would be an 
handſome Enlargement to our Demeſues, 
and the pulling down of his Houſe might 
add a more auguſt Entrance, or beau- 
tiful Proſpect to our own. 
Thus Covetouſneſs always makes freſh 
Propoſals, and puſhes on her Votaries to 
Variety of Purſuits: New Cares and An- 
xieties diſturb their Breaſts, and the far- 
ther they proceed in their Projects, the 
more are they diſtracted in their ſecu- 
lar Affairs, and at the greater Diſtance 


3 


Horat. Carmin. lib. 3. Od. 24. 
Fg | 5 muſt 


_ The Diſcontented Stateſman: 239 
muſt they be removed from that Hap- Sermon 
pineſs, which a contented Mind in any XVII 
Condition. of Life, would have intitle ww 
them o. „ Fee, . 

_ Secondly, The Example of Haman will 
ſhew us the Vanity of Greatneſs.  , 
What our Saviour ſays of Hypocriſy, 
ſeems, in ſome Meaſure, true of Great- 
neſs ; tis like a painted Sepulchre, ſplen- 
did | and. beautiful without, but full of 
Rottenneſs and dead Mens Bones within. 
The Proſpect of this Pageantry may 
be agreeable and taking to the Eye at 
a Diſtance; but a nearer Inſight will 
diſcover the Fallacy, and expoſe the 
Nakedneſs and Deformity of it. 
The Aſcent to Honour is dangerotis 
and laborious; and a great many Rubs 
and Obſtacles lie in the Way of the 
Traveller. New Difficulties dail e- 
ſent themſelves to our View; = 1775 
potent Rival or Competitor will be al- 
wage galling and 8 us. 
But, ſuppoſing we ſhould ſurmount all 
Diſaſters, and arrive triumphantly at the 
higheſt Pitch and Eminence of Great- 
neſs. Alas! the Top of the Mountain 
is ſo ſlippery, and our Heads are ſo weak, 
that we muſt be always in Danger of 
Dizzineſs and Falling, and cannot be ſe- 
cure of maintaining our Station for a Mo= = 
ment. Man in Honour abideth not, he is * h 
like the Beaſts that periſh. Darts are le- 
vell'd at him from every Quarter, and his 
Garlands and Drapery are a Prelude to 
his Sacrifice. Wherever he n * 
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Sermon Lion is in the May; whenever he trips, 
XVIII. ſome Malecontent is at Hand, to preci- 
V pitate his Fall; and whenever he would 


quench his Thirſt, the Poiſon is ſecretly 
convey d into the BoW. 
Why then ſhould we be ſo much taken 
with Form and Outſide ? Why ſhould we 
ſo eagerly ſtruggle. for Dignities and Di- 
ſtinctions? Alas! It is not a Croud be- 
fore, and a Multitude of Lackeys behind; 
it is not the Faſces and the Lictors; the 
Acclamations of the Rabble, and the 
Flattery of mercenary Dependents, Which 
can eſtabliſh and ſecure the Happineſs of 
a great Man. No; He may be un- 
caſy in the midſt of his Pomp and Gran- 
deur, and in the Height of others Mirth, 
his own Sou! may be in Heavineſs. He 
may have inviſible Diſturbances from an- 
other Quarter, and receive the moſt vio- 
lent Afiaults from his own Mind. His 
Enemy is got within the Fort, and fo is 
capable of doing him more Injury than 
a thouſand falſe Friends without the V. alls, 
can do him Service. Alas! What Ac- 
quaintance has a great Man with Happi- 
neſs, ſo long as he is always gralping 
at Power, and hunting after Applauſe 
'Theſe Things muſt keep the Soul in per- 
tual Agonies and Convulſions, and make 
the imvard Man all over Uproar and Con- 
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Non enim Gazz, neque Conſularis 
Summovet lictor miſeros tumultlns 
Mlentis, et curas laqueata ciſuinm 


"Tea volantes. Fe 
Hor. Carm. lib 2 Od. 14. 
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fuſion. Till this ory and Diſorder 


are ceas d, and Concor | 
ſucceed in the Place of them; till Hu- 
mility has calm'd the Fury and Outrage 
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of our Paſſions, and brought down the 


Swellings of an invenom'd Mind, it is as 


much impoſſible that a Man ſhould be 


happy, as that Darkneſs ſhould be Light, 


or Hell, Heaven. 

Thirdly, The Declaration of Haman 

will ſhew us the Preyalence of Evy. 
That Exvy ſhould look upwards with 

Gnaſhing and Malice, is conyey'd to 

us in the moſt obvious Idea of that 


Helliſh Quality, and is what the Heathen | 


Poets and Philoſophers have fully re- 
mark'd to us in their Obſervations upon 
the Manners and Paſſions of Mankin 


Quodqʒ aliena capella gerat diftentius uber, Horat, 


Tabeſcat. Fo 


A more ſurprizing Inſtance of the im- 
Placable Temper of this Fury, is, that 
in the Height of Grandeur, ſhe ſhould 
throw her Eyes downward, and find any 
Thing in an Inferior to proyoke her 
Spleen, and ſharpen her Indignation. 


Fertilior ſeges eft alieno ſemper in agro, Ovide 


tcinumg; peeus grandius uber habet. 


Tt is the Property of Envy to magni- 
fy any Thing below her, and to ſour her 
reſent Enjoyments with imaginary Eyvils. 
be fancies a riſing Enemy in every 
Bubble, puts a falſe Conſtruction 


upon 
the plaineſt 1 and gnaſhes and 


raves 
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Sermon raves at the moſt innocent Actions. If 
XVIII. Matters of Fact cannot be warpd to 
her malicious Purpoſes, and a wiſe Man's 


Conduct is too well known to be openly 
oppos d; ſhe acts in a more ſubtle and 
Adeline Manner, and enters into the 
Secrets of the Heart, and ravages the 
very Receſſes of Conſcience. Here her 
Imagination is very fruitful, and Diſco- 
veries are obvious from every Corner: 
Here ſhe ſees Plots and Contrivances in 
Embryo, makes the very 'Thoughts and 
Intentions of a Saint criminal, and exacts 
the Blood and Treaſure of her Neigh- 
bour ſolely upon her own execrable Jea- 


louſies and Suſpicions. 


Fourthly, The Declaration of Haman 
repreſents to us the Neceſſity of Con- 
tentment: All this availeth me Nothing; 
and if all this were augmented to Ten 
thouſand Times as much more, the Com- 
plaint would ſtill be renew'd, and all 
this would be too little for his Needs, 


and inſufficient for his Happineſs. It is 
not the Things enjoyed, but the Mind 


which ſhould enjoy them, that occaſions 
our Uneaſineſs: And if Men would but 
endeavour to ſecure the Tranquillity of 


their own Souls, and to work themſelves 


into a religious State of Contentment by 


an Affiance in the Wiſdom, and a De- 


pendence on the Providence of God, 


they would ſoon be PRES beyond the 
2. 


Flatteries of Greatueſs, or the Power of 


any worldly Accident: But when they 


carry 


* 
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carry their Eye from themſelves, and S 


look only on outward. Enjoyments, they XVIII. 
oftentimes court Shadows, and depend WWW 


995 Uncertainties, and like the Dove 


at was ſent out from the Ark, can find Gen. viii. 8, 


no Settlement or Reſt for the Sole of their® 
Feet, till they return home, and prepare a 
Place tor Happineſs, by baniſhing the 
Mutinies and Diſturbances of their own 
Mind. 9 . 

Religion has taught us to be content 
with Food and Raiment; and Reaſon will 
 over-look Superfluities, and deſpiſe Abun- 
dance, as long as we are ſupplied with 


the Conveniences and Comforts of Lite. 
Nature herſelf has certain Bounds and 


Limits preſcrib'd her, and (unleſs ſhe be 
conftrain'd and forc'd) doth not tranſ- 


greſs the Rules of Moderation and Tem- 


perance. All the Beings, both of the 


natural and moral World, have ſome ul- 
timate End which they aim at, and 


when they have applied the proper 
Means for the Attainment of it, they do, 
or ought to reſt ſatisfied with their En- 
deavours. A perpetual Strife and Hurry 


about proceeding farther than 'we were 
deſign d, does but weaken our Faculties, 


and deſtroy that Happineſs which the 


Author of Nature intended we ſhould 


enjo : 'Thus Drunkenneſs and | Gluttony 
bak that Conſtitution, which Sobriety 


and Temperance were deſign'd to pre- 


ſerve; and the Care of getting, and the 


Fear of loſing an Eſtate, prevents all the 
Comfort and Satisfaction of Enjoyment. 


2 2 He, 
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He, therefore, that would arrive to 


any Degree of Happineſs in this World, 


muſt learn how to reſtrain his Appe- 
tites and curb his Deſires: He muft 
know how to be abaſed, as well as exalted; 
how to be hungry, as well as how to be 


full ; how to ſuffer Need, as well as how 
to AF If he ſhould duet with Croſſes 


and Diſappointments, complaining will 
but aggravate and enhance his Miſery : 
If he 


ould be fortunate and ſucceſsful, 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs will make 
him more reſtleſs and uneaſy : But Con- 
tentment and Reſignation will calm and 
ſmooth all the Inſurrections and Tumults 


of his boiſterous Mind, and lodge him 
ſecurely in the Arms of Providence, by | 


fixing his Expectations and Dependencies 

upon the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs 

ot an omnipotent God. _ 
Secondly, My next general Obſervation 


from the Text, is, That there is a Mean- 


neſs of Lemper in ambitious Men, which 


diſcovers itſelf in the 4 ng of their 
Proceedings againſt thoſe below them. 


For the Carriage and Deportment of 


Haman towards Mordecai, and the hellifh 


Contrivances to ruin both Him and his 


41. 


Family, ſhew us how unwilling great Men 


are to over- look any little Diſreſpects or In- 
civilities; and how they fancy their Perſons 
deſpiſed, or their Honour aftronted by eve- 


ry trifling Negle& or Oppoſition of an 
Interior, Whereas, Solomon tells us, T hat 
the Diſcretion of a Man deferreth his An- 
ger, aud it is his Glory to paſs over a Tram. 

18 greſſiun; 
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Good to thoſe that hate us; theſe Men 


think Revenge eſſential to Honour, and Matt v. 46. 


the putting up of an Affront an Argu- 
ment of Cowardice. But let the Chole- 
ric and Haughty pretend what they will, 
the Deſign of Ge is not to ſupport 
our own Pride, and cruſh our Inferiors ; 
but to be exemplary in our Stations, and 
beneficial to all that are round about us. 
Thoſe who are uppermoſt, ſhould ſtudy to 


_ adorn their Dignities by the Virtues and 


Graces of a good Life, and to let their 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that Others may 
not only ſee their good Works, but feel the 
comfortable Influence and Effects of 
them. 'They ſhould endeavour to let 
their inward Qualifications keep Peace 
with their outward Grandeur; to be as 


Good as = are Great, and as Virtuous as 


they are High. As they pretend, that 
their Power is a Ray of the Deity, ſo 


they ſhould imitate the divine Nature in 
the Execution of it: As they think 
themſelves compos'd of better Clay than 


common Mortals, and to have more vi- 


ſible Features and Reſemblances of their 


Maker; ſo they ſhould tranſcribe the 


Excellencies and Perfections, and practice 
the Goodneſs and Generoſity of God: 


For he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil 
and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the 


of and on the Unjuft. When great Men 
do not copy after this Original, nor tread 
In the Foot-ſteps of their Maker, they 


23 _ diſgrace 
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V+ 45» 


The Diſcontented Stateſman. 


Sermon diſgrace their Places, and a& below their 
XVIII. Characters. Ambition has contracted 
I their Souls, and a Meanneſs of Spirit diſ- 


covers itſelf in all their Actions. They 
have falſe Aims in View, and proſecute 
their Deſigns by unjuſtifiable Means: And 
then it is not their Pretenſions to Honour 
- which can bring them off from the Im- 
putation of Tyranny, nor the Height of 
their Stations which can excuſe their In- 
juſtice and Barbarity towards thoſe be- 
Tow them. They are accountable to a 
ſuperior Maſter as well as the Vulgar, and 
the ſame moral and divine Laws are the 
Subjects of both their Practice. Virtue 
will ſtill have its Force, the Bible be the 
Rule, and Conſcience ine Judge of our 
Actions. By this, the King and his | 
People, the Noble and the Peaſant muſt | 
cone Day be tried: And if great Men will 
violate this ſacred Law, and be guilty of 
little Things, they muſt be accounted 
mean-ſpirited and daſtardly. Their very 
Ambition is Cowardice, and their Pre- 
tence to lord it over others, ariſes from a 
Narrowneſs of Spirit, and is ſuggeſted by | 
the Fears and Jealoufies of what others, | 
inveſted with Power, may do to them. 
Thirdly, My next Obſervation from 
Haman's Unealineſs at Mordecai's not bows 
ing, is, That it is oftentimes in the Pow- 
er of very little and inconſiderable Things 
to fret and diſturb an aſpiring Perfſon. 
The Foundation of this Remark is ta- 
ken from the Indigence of human Na- 
ture, and the Neceſſity of foreign Aſſiſt- 
ances 
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ances to furniſn out Materials for Pride Sermon 


and Vanity to build with. No Man can X 


be both Idol and Worſhipper himſelf; but 


muſt be forc'd to pack an Audience and 
bribe the Multitude, or elſe his Excel- 


lencies may lie undiſcover'd, or the Pa- 


page als by without any Obſervance. 


One croſs-grain'd Fellow may occaſion 


more Diſturbance in a Cavalcade or a 


Triumph, than an hundred officious Sy- 


cophants, or mercenary Applauders haye 
been able to do Service. Satyr has liv'd, 
when Flattery has expird; and an ill- 
natur d Jeſt has been unhappily remem- 
bred, and frequently repeated, when a 
fulſome Panegyrick or Dedication has 


been hiſs d at and exploded. Univerſal 


Reſpect is the Aim of a Courtier, and 
one or two Exceptions break in upon the 
Rule of Honour, and ſeem to reſemble a 
black Cloud which moves ſullenly along 
to interpoſe between Heaven and Earth, 
and intercept the Rays and ecl 175 the 
Glory of the great Ruler of the Day. 
There is no ſuch Thing as Indepen- 
dence in this World; and by Conſe- 
quence, there ſhould be no ſuch Thing 


as Diſdain or Reſentment, for fear that 


what is trampled upon and deſpiſed 


may turn mutinous and refractory, and 
be ſtimulated and ſpirited up to the 
Ruin of the Scornful and Contemner. 


Whoever conſiders the neceſſary Depen- 


dence and Connection in the rational or 
phyſical World, ought to applaud the 
minuteſt Parts, as Conſtituents of the 
2 2 Beauty 
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Sermon Beauty and Regularity of the whole. 
XVIII. Every Screw, or Pin is eſſential to the 
Wyo Motion of the Machine; and every Drop 


of Rain, cr Fan of Air refreſhes the Face 
of the Earth, and helps Nature to in- 
creaſe and multiply. Our uncomely Parts 
have more abundant Comelineſs ; and what 
may be thought ſuperfluous, will be 
found, upon due Enquiry, to be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. Every Juice and Hu- 
mour of the Body have their Uſe, and 


every Limb and Member their diſtinct 


Office. It is true, the Power of Com- 
mand lies in the Tongue, and the Seat of 
Beauty is the Face; but the Lillies and 
the Roſes would quickly fade, if they had 
not their Nouriſhment from another Quar- 
ter; and Edids and Manifefives would be 
eaſily trampled upon, if there was a De- 
fect of Obedience in the inferior Mem 
bers. | 


In ſhort, whether we reſpect the Body 


Natural, or the Body Politic; whether we 


conſider the Works of Generation, or the 


Products of Art; we ſhall find that Beau- 
PA Life, Harmony, and Duration, do in 

ome Meaſure depend upon what we call 
little and inconſiderable Things. Who 
can be ſuppos'd nearer theSeat of Happi- 


neſs than a Prince? And yet it oftentimes 


hes at the Mercy of the meaneſt Peaſant 
in his Dominlons to incommode and annoy 
him. Diſguſt in a Subject is like ſtop- 
ping a ſmall Duct or Paſſage in the Bo- 
dy; the Humour will be apt to diſcharge 
itſelf into another Part, and to * 
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the Welfare of the whole. We have Sermon 


a a farther Inſtance of this in Abab and 


XVIII. 


Naboth. For the former was fo fa! 


from being happy in the Poſſeſſion of a 


flouriſhing Kingdom, that vhilſt the lat- 


ter retuſed him his little Vineyard for 4 
Garden 7 Herbs, he came into his Houſe, * 
diſpleaſed, and laid him down 


heavy an 
upon his Bed, and turned away bis Face, 


and would eat no Bread. Thus he, who 


avg pony the K * of Iſrael, could 


ave. no Command over himſelf: The 


| Refuſal of a Trifle ſtabb'd the Monarch 
to the Heart, and a little Spot of Ground 
was more conſiderable to an envious and 


ambitious Eye, than all the large Terri- 

tories of Samaria. i 
Fourthly, T obſerve from the Account 

that has been produc d concerning Ha- 


man, That Diſcontent in Miniſters occa- 
ſions them to give bad Counſel to their 


Maſters, and to do ill Offices to their 
Felloꝛu-Subjects. For the Truth of this 
Obſervation, (beſides What has been hin- 
ted before) I would beg you to turn to 
the 5th, 6th, 8th, and 9th Verſes of the 
Third Chapter of this Book of Eſther ; 
where you will be informed, That when 
Haman /aw that Mordecai bowed not, nor 


Kin. xxi. 


did him Reverence, then was Haman full 


of Wrath : And he thought ſcorn to lay 


ands on Mordecai alone, and he ſaid unto 


King Ahaſuerus, There is a certain People 
ſcattered abroad, and diſperſed among the 
People in all the Provinces of thy Kingdom, 
and their Laws are diverſe from all People, 


eiter 
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Sermon neither keep they the King's Laws; theres 


XVIII. fore it is not for the King's Profit to ſuffer 
vv them. If it pleaſe the King, let it be Mrit- 


ten that they may be deſtroyed. | 
By this Quotation it appears, that Ha- 


maus Revenge was ſuperior to that of 


the fore- mentioned Inſtance of Ahab, tho 
both of them were to be attended with 
the moſt barbarous Conſequences. For 
Abab was content with the Blood and 
Poſſeſſions of his obſtinate Subject; but 
Haman ſcorned a ſingle Victim, and was 
willing to inflict a National Puniſhment 
for a Perſonal Offence. This Arbitrary 
and Blood-thirſty Humour we find fre- 
quently prevalent in Public Minifters, 
when Pride and Ambition have gain'd 
Admittance to the Throne, and been in- 
truſted with the Diſpoſal of Favours and 
the Execution of Power. Your Abito- 
phels and Machiavels have been always re- 
markable tor ſanguinary Proceedings, and 
ſtyl'd their own Safety, the Good of the 


Public, and the Right of the Subject. 


The Civil Sword muſt vindicate their pri- 
vate Quarrels, and every Knee muſt be 
humbled, every Neck muſt be lop'd, 
which cannot bow to the State=[dol, aud 


worſhip the Golden Image which Nebuchad- 


nezzar has ſet up. | 
Fifthly, The laſt Obſervation from the 
preceding Tranſaction between Haman 
and Mordecai, is, That Almighty Provi- 
dence oftentimes raiſes up great Men to 
make them ſhew their Diſcontent in their 


Stations, 
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Stations, and ſo the more effectually to Sermon 

prepare them for their own Ruin. XVIII. 
2 as well as Virtue, is moſt - conſpi= WWW. 


cuous in an high Station, and like a Bea- 
con on the Top of a Mountain, attracts the 
Eyes of every Traveller. That Envy, 
8 could only fume and look pale in 
an inferior Sphere, that Deſire of Domi- 
neering and Inſulting, which could only 
ſwell in the envenom d Breaſt of a private 
Perſon; do both of them exert and diſ- 
5 themſelves, when they are mounted 
to the Seat of Dignity, and have ac- 
| ird a more ſpacious Field for acting. 
To this Caſe, the Multitude comes to be 
affected, and every Eye is caft up to the 
Prime Agent. The Spectators of a great 
Man's Proceedings are numerous; the 
Scene of Enmity is enlarged, and Infe- 
riors turn Foes, according to the Diſguſts 
and Injuries they have received. "Thus 
| Greatneſs in a natural Senſe is a Snare, 
Pride is the Fore-runner of our own 
Ruin; and what ſhould be our Security, 
Wo oftentimes an Occaſion of Falling. 
Honour is precarious, and Promotion 
| fleeting and momentary. The Ear of a 
Monarch is no Inheritance, neither is the 
Cabinet and the Council entaild upon a 
Family. Let Sejanus make a falſe Step, 
| and every one will trample him under 
| Foot, or ſpurn him into the Kennel. Let 
the Rain deſcend, the Floods riſe, the Winds att vil. 
blow, and beat upon the Houſe, and the 27. 
ſandy Foundation of Honour will quickly 
give Way, aud great will be the Fall there= 


of, : 
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XVIII. 
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uins. 

* Dr. Prideaux, in his late inimitable 
Hiſtory, has produc'd an Inſtance in Aga- 
thocles and Agathoclea, parallel in the 
moſt leading Circumſtances to what the 


Scriptures have recorded of Haman - 


Theſe two Perſons having rul'd one of 


the Ptolemies to his Deceaſe, and pro- 


poſed to ſecure the Regency of his Suc- 
ceſſor in his Minority, and to cut off a 
faithful and eminent Stateſman, who 
ſtood. in the Way of their Uſurpation, 
were obliged at laſt to deliyer up their 
Royal Charge to the People, and were 
both executed with their Mother Oenan- 
the, their Sifters, Kindred, and all other 
their Creatures. 
From this Fact, the learned Hiſtorian 
makes the ſollowing Reflections, ver 
pertinent to this laſt Obſervation, which, 
we have drawn from the Fate of Haman : 


« Such Reckonings wicked Favourites Þ| 


are often brought to, when deprived of 
« that Power, whereby they have abuſed 
the People. The Power alone, in this 
“ Caſe, is apt enough to create Envy, 
but it is much more ſo, when em- 


55 ployed for unjuſt and wicked Purpoſes 1 
the only Method to make any one ſafe 


“ in ſuch Stations, is to do nothing elſe 
in them but what ſhall be in all Times 
« juſtifiable.” 8 


6 


® Prid. Connect. Pari. 2. Bo. a. 


Let 


The Diſcontemed Stateſman. 


Let me, therefore, adviſe you, in the Sermon 
Cloſe of this Diſcourſe, to the Practice XVIII. 
of Humanity, Juſtice, and Affability, in Www 


the Diſcharge of your ſeveral Poſts and 
Employments. If any Man is promoted, 
or moved higher than his Neighbour, let 
him not abuſe the Munificence of his 
Prince or his Patron, or extend his Pow- 
er to the Oppreſſion of Innocence: But 
let him look upon his Inferiors as his Bre- 
thren, and ſutfer as honeſt and worthy 
Men as himſelf to live unmoleſted and 
retir d in a lower Station. In fine, let 
us move in Conſort and Harmony, and 
learn the Art of Contentment in eve 
Condition of Life. Let not the Superi- 
ors hector, nor the Rulers tyrannize, nor 
the Subjects rebel. Let Ambition be 
ſubdued, Faction ſilenc d, Pride mor- 
tified, and all arbitrary Proceedings aban- 
don d, that the God of Peace may rule 

lentifully in our Hearts, and the bleſſed 
Fruits of Humility and Forgiveneſs diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves in all our Dealings and 
Converſation with our Chriſtian Brethren. 
Amen. | 


Now to c od the Father, God the Son, 


and God the Holy Ghoſt, Three Per- 


ſons, but One God, be rendred and af 
cribed all Might, Majefty, Glory, and 
Adoration, 2 henceforth and f 
evermore. en. 
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MARK Xii. 41, 42, 43, 4 


And Feſus ſat over againſt the Trea- 
fury, and bebeld how the People 


caſt Money into the Treaſury © And 


many that were Rich caſt in much. 


And there came a certain poor Wi- 
dom, and ſhe threw in two Mites, 
which makes 4 Fart hing. 


And he called unto him his Diſciples, 
and ſaith unto them, FVerily 1 ſay 
unto you, that this: poor Widow hath 
caſt more in, than all they .wwhich 
have caſt into the Treaſury. 

For all they did caſt in Feen Abun- 
dance: But ſhe of her Want did caſt 


in all that ſhe had, "FOES. all her 


Living, 


Sermon Noce Covetöntdeh hath 


XIX. ain'd the Aſcendent of little 
. Minds, „and many plauſible Excuſes 
„ 


Dy, *» » 


. 
2e 
8 
4 


to God, who hath the 

in his Poſſejion, and the Perfection of 
_ Happineſs in his own incomprehenſible 
Nature; though our Oblations are no 


The Excellency, Uſefulne ſs, &c. 


may, be invented againſt Charity it 


ſelf; yet common Senſe, as well as Re- 


the Indigent, and beneficial to the Giver. 
For, though our G _— reacheth not un- 
ulneſs of the Earth 


ways profitable to him, who eateth not 
Bulls Fleſh, nor drinketh the Blood of Goats; 
yet the Saints upon Earth are his Subſti- 


tutes, and ſuch as excel in Wiſdom and 
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ligion, will inform us, how a /eaſonable \wNW&. 
Gift is acceptable to our Maker, uſeful to 


Piety, the meritorious Objects of our Be- 


neficence and Liberality. Theſe are they 
who now tender their Petitions to you, 
and preſent themſelves in the Name of 
their Maker; who are 1 to trea- 
ſure up the Redundance and Superfluity 
of your Fortunes, and have the Promiſe 


of returning the Encreaſe thereof, in the 
Salvation of your Souls. 


Conſider, therefore, my Brethren, the 


Excellency of the Duty which you are 
now to be excited to; the Capacities 
you are all in of performing it; and the 
Happineſs you are courted to enjoy by 


ſuch a N Vour Saviour has 


chalk d out the Path for you to walk 


in, and has adapted his Diſcourſe to the 


Condition and. Circumſtances of every 
Auditor. Riches can want no Arguments 


to be liberal, in Gratitude and wh” to 
that 


332 


The Excellency, Uſefulneſs, 


Sermon that God, who hath given Abundance : 
XIX. Neither hath Poverty any Need to with 
dra her Offerings, when two Mites have 


ſuch an high Encomium, when the Va- 


lue of a ſingle Farthing has fo ſurpri- 


_zing an Acceptance. 


Feſus ſat over againſt the Treaſury, and 


beheld how the People caſt Money into the 


Treaſury Aud many that were rich caſt in 
much. And there came a certain poor Mi- 


dow, and ſbe threw in two Mites, which 
make a Fartbhing. And be called unto him 


his Diſciples, and ſaid en. verily 1 
 fay unto you, that this poor Wi 
more in, than all they which have caft into 


dow hath caft 


the Treaſury For all they did ce in of 
their Abundance ; but fbe of her Want did 
caſt in all that ſbe bad, even all ber 


Theſe Words repreſent to us the Sit- 
ting of an auguſt and venerable Aſſem- 


bly, not unlike to this preſent Audience; 


glittering with all the Advantages of For- 
tune, and publickly. acknowledging the 
Bounty of Providence, by a dutiful Di- 
ſtribution of their Subſtance to the Poor. 


God himſelf is ſeated at the Head of 


the Congregation, and preſides over the 

Oblations and Prayers of his People: 

Omniſcience looks into the Heart of 

every Giver, and Juſtice paſſes Sentence 

wy the Worth and Efficacy of the 
57. 


Nen 


Y BY «Ss 
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chan that of the Jeiſe Nation, and up- XIX. 
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and Obligation of Charity: 333 
Now before no leſs ſolenm Aſſembly Sermon 


on the ſame charitable Occafion as c WY 
en V Money imo the Treaſury, I Rope 
that 15 be heard with Patience in 
the Diſcharge of that Province which is 
hete aligned me. | 


For the better Proſecution of the Text, 
1 ſhall apply. myſell⸗ | 


FIRST o explain! the Nature of 
that Charity Which is. exhibited to 
us in the Text, and to ſhew, in what = 
Ss ours OY ** e | 
it. 


' SECONDLY, To repreſeat to you 
that omniſcient Eye which inſpects 
and regards our. Charity; Jeſus ſat 
over 4 was the Treaſury, and beheld 
bow cople * Maney. * 8 


\! 


THIRDLY, To diu of the 


Largeneſs of ſome Mens Charity 
above others; many. that wore rich 
"9 in much. [7 £73 | 


F OUR HL, To defend to the 
poor Widows two Mites, and to ex- 
= the poets Sort 7 hrs to. 7 
ontribute ſome ing, by her = 
erful Example. * 25 


4 „ 9911 
A FIFTH: 
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Sermon 


NIX. FIFTHLY, To thew, That little 
Ams may have an equal Accept- | 
' - _ tance. with, and ſometimes a Prefe- 


— 


' rence to, greater. 


SIXTHLY, To uſe, ſome farther | 


Ar ments with the Rich, to make a 


4 


. . - their Charity as deſerving as the 


F 


SEV ENTHLY, To adaßt the ; 
whole Diſcourſe to the Occaſion of 


_ our-preſent Meeting, and to pro- 
* * 28 . *. * 
voke your Charity, as well from 


the Conſideration of your 'own In- 
tereſt, as thoſe many deſerving Ob- 


jects which are now before you.” | 


FIRST then, I am to explain the | 
Nature of that Charity, which is exhi- 
bited to us in the Text; and to ſhew in 


E 


what Reſpect, Ours may be conformable 


to it: The People caſt Money into the Trea- 


fury; that is, they threw their Alms in- 


to a Cheft, which was plac d on Purpoſe, | 


in the Temple, to receive the Frre-wil! 
Offerings of thoſe who came thither to 


wworſbip. Theſe Offerings were not ſo 
much for the Repair- and Beautifying of 


the Temple, as for other pious and cha- 


ritable Uſes ; and we my conclude from | 


2 Mac. iii, 2 Paſſage in the Second. 


ook of Macca- | 


46,9 bees, that Widows and Orphans were plen- 
tifully ſupplied from this Fund: For, 
when an Information was given to Apol- 


lonius 


and Obligation of Charity 355: 
; lmitis, by one Simon, the Governor: of the Sermott 
E.| Temple, that the Treaſury in Jeruſalem XIX. 
was full of infinite Sums of Money; fo that WWW, 
fte Multitude of their Riches, which did 
dot pertain to the Account of the Sacrifices/ 


was innumerable, and that it was poſſible 
IT to bring all into the King's Hand > And 
when alſo, purſuant to this Intelligence, 
= I. Demand was made of the ſaid Treaſure 
8 oy Heliodorus, the King's Agent; the 2 Mac. it 
de H - Prieſt frankly told him, T hat there 9: 10. 
" = was ſuch 2 oney laid up for the "Relief 
. Widows and Farherleſs Children, but that 
be could not alienate it from its proper 
Uſe, or apply it to his Majeſty's Service ; 
b. becduſt that it was ' altogether impoſſible Ver. 12; 
that ſuch Wrongs ſhould be done unto 
; To that bad pt ery! it to the Holi= 
of the Place, and to the Majefty and 
22 San#ity of the mann onoured 
Over all the World. FINE; 
From this Fact, we may gather the 
Defign of the Free-2oil! 9 to the 
Treaſury; and the Condition of thoſe Per- 
fons who were to be ſupported and re- 
lieved by theſe generous Gifts: And we 
are alſo, by Parity of Reaſon, to eon- 
0 clude, that our Collections, being made 
o. in the like ſacred Places, for 190 me 
9 Deſigns, and ſome of the ſame in- 
igent Objects, will be as duly applied 
om 7 to their proper Uſes on Earth, and as 
. cqually accepted by the Father f Mer 
eis in Heaven: 
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SECONDLY, For your greater En- 


ccouragement in Well-doing, I muſt» beg 


Prov. Xix 


17. 


Leave to repreſent to you, That Omni 
ſcient Eye which inſpects and regards 
your Charity; Jes ſat over againſi the 


Treaſury, and beheld how. People caſt in 


Money He, who was born for the Inte- 
reſt of Mankind, and vent conſtantly a- 


bout doing Good, is now pleas d to imploy 
ſome of his precious Minutes in ſuper- 
viſing the Actions, and encouraging the 


Graces of his charitable Countrymen: 


An Office, this was, Which may be an 


Encouragement to thoſe Who project and 


.. 


carry on the Deſign of a public Charity, 


as well as a Conſolation to ſuch.as beſtow 
their Subſtance for the Redreſs of the 
Indigent. For ho would not willingly 
be a Fellow-Labourer with his Lord and 
Maſter? Or what Pitch of Honour is ſo 
high and great, as not to receive an Ad- 
dition from this diſtinguiſhing: Service ? 


What Hand would come empty into the 


Preſence of the Lord? And What gene- 
rous Spirit would not be proud of layin 
an Obligation even upon Heaven itſelf 


He that hath Pity upon the Poor, Jendeth 


unto the Lord: The Creator of all Things 
becomes his Debtor, and eternal - Juſtice 


is Security for the Payment. 


What though your Charity be mix d 
with the Multitude, and ſeem to paſs un- 
obſerv d amongſt the Hurry of Givers? 

Your Father who ſeeth in Secret, diſtin- 

guiſhes every Act of your Bounty, and is 
privy 


do dn 2 . 


„Z oa Il nadie bo . ene ae i oe en 


[ 


7 ond Obligation of Charity. 39 
privy to the very Views and Intentions, Sermon 
with which you preſent your Oblations. XIX. 
He that planted the Ear, ſhall he not bear .. 
Or he that formed the Eye, ſhall he not ſee © | yu | 
He that pondereth the Heart, ſhall nut he 12. 
conſider? Shall not this inquiſitive Being, 
this Diſtinguiſher of Merit, openly reward 
your private Labour of Love, and render 


to every Man according to his Nortss 


THIRDLY, I am to diſcourſe of 
the Largeneſs of ſome Men's Charity 
above others; Many that were rich, caſt 
in much. This was no more than What 
was required and expected from them; 
no more, than what their own Fortunes 


enabled them to do, and God, the Giver 


of all good Gifts, hath commanded to be 
done. For great Eſtates were never de- 
ſign d for the Pageantry and Oſtentation, 
for the Pride and Tyranny of worthleſs 


Poſſeſſors; but were beſtow'd upon par- 


ticular Perſons for Diſtinction and Merits 

Sake, and Returns are exacted by the 

ſupreme Donor in the Fruits of Hoſpi- 

tality and Peace, and all manner of kind 

and generous Offices to a neceſſitous ; 

Neighborhood. '' To whomſoever much is Tu. xii. 48. 

given, of him ſball much be required. Ge- 

neroſity muſt flow: from Abundance, and 

Charity is always an Expectant from 3 

great Houſe and a plentitul Fortune. As = 

none was to appear before the Lord empty; . as 

fo every Man gs to give as he was able, 

according to the Bleſing of the Lord thy 

God, which he bath given thee. Tf thou haſt 
Aa 3 Abun- 


3358 The Excellency, Uſefulneſs, 
Sermon Abundance, give Alms accordingly : Give 
XIX. of thy Bread to the Hungry, and of thy 
Carmens to them that are Naked, Give 
En unto the moſt High according as b hath en 
xv. 10. riched thes; and as thou haſt Ann give 
with @ cheerful Eye. Let 705 Profuſe 


r 
neſs and Hilarity join Hand in Hand 1 75 | 
Dig 


this memorable Occaſion; and the 


nity of our God who receives, produce 


an Oblation worthy of his Acceptance. 
The Largeneſs of the Preſent is an Ac- 


knowledgment and Recognition of Pro- 
vidence 5 a gr ateful Tribute to that Al- | 


mighty Sovereign, from-whom you have 
received all your Subſtance, and to whom 


4 an Account of your Stgwardſbip, for ye | 
ſhall no longer be Stewards : The Talent 
9 | is put into bad Hands, and the Improve- 


Jam. v. I. the Donor, Go 0 nom, ye rich Men, weep 


- — 


upon you. Be terribly aſtoniſped, ye Covetous 


| your 'I raft, reproached your Maker, and 
Matt. xvii. ruined your own Souls. O thou wicked 


puaſſion on thy FelloweServant, even as I had 
Pity on thee © Shouldſt not thou have 


diſtri. 
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you owe the; profoundeſt Homage. To 
be ſtingy to the Poor, when you have re- 
1 ceiv'd liberally from God, is a Reflection 
upon infinite Goodneſs, a Renunciation of 
your bounden Obedience, and a Forfeiture 
of your Claims to ſuture Bleſſings. Give 


ment no ways anſwers the Expectation of 
and howl for your Miſeries that ſball come 
and Hxtortioners; for ye have perverted | 


„Servant, ſhouldft not thou alſo have had (um 


bets oe 6. 29 1 Car oe. + 


9 my MM. Dol ome . c Cora duos Et 


and Obligation of Charity. 339 
diſtributed to Others as thou haſt receiy'd Sermon 
F*** nas nl 
_ FOUR THLY, I ſhall deſcend to 
the poor Widow's Mites, and exhort the 
meaner Sort of People to contribute ſome- 
thing by ber powerful Example ; ſbe of 


83 


ber Want caſt in two Mites, which make a 


Farthing, being all that ſbe had, even all 
ber Living. She, (indulgent and com- 
aſſionate Woman !) hath abridged her 
fell of the neceſſary Supports of Lite, 
that ſhe might be aiding and Aſſiſtant to 
Others: She, Who by her Mido hood and 
Poverty had a Right to the Offerings of 
the Rich, and might claim a Share in the 
common Contributions, became herſelf a 
Benefactor to the public Fund, and 
ſhewed a lovely Example to her wealthy 


Superiors. O charitable Soul! O bleſſed 


Daughter of | Iſrael / Whoſe extenſive 
Mind diſdain'd the Narrowneſs of thy 
Circumſtances, and whoſe willing and ge- 
nerous Heart {cem'd to upbraid the Want 
and Inſufficiency of thy Hand ! 

None, I ſuppoſe, who this Day hear 
me, can be in a meaner Condition than 
this poor Widow, whoſe whole Livelihood 
was a Farthing ; and yet the beſt of you 
cannot offer a more acceptable 9 
or paſs off with an higher Character o 
your Charity. This ſingle Circumſtance 
may not only upbraid the Stingineſs of 
the Wealthy, but force even Poverty to 
be Liberal, and extort an Alms from thoſe 


ho think themſelves qualified to receive 


A a 4 


Fellow Chriſtians. He, who/e Talk is of 
Bullocks, ' or whoſe Fighting is' with the 
Vapour of the Fire, muſt ſmite out Charity 
from the Sweat of his Brows, and regard 
otller People's Families as well as his | 
N ne FE 1 ee Fae | 
And left any of you ſhould think that 
Jam romantic in my Perſuaſions, or de- 
firous of laying heavier Burdens upon your | 
Shoulders than you are able to hear; I muſt | 
take the Freedom to remark, That you 
Poor too have your Exceſs and Wanton- 
neſs, and every petty Alehouſe proclaims 
your execrable Mirth and Blaſphemy. 

low if your Extravagances were turned 
into another Channel, and what you could 
ſpare from Drunkenneſs' imployed in 4 
better Cauſe; your Store would be en- 
creas'd, your Labours bleſs d, your Bo- 
dies ſtrengthned, and your Souls ſavd.— 
But ſuppoſing, you ſhould not be ca- 
Pacitated to contribute much towards the 
Nele of Others; yet Sobriety, Care- 
_ fulneſs, and Labour will the better qua- 
lify bp 
hol 15 


t 


6 to provide for your on Houſe- 
and 1o ſhorten the Number of 
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and Obligation of Charity. 361 
. Objects for whom we now petition, Sermon 
d give yore to well-diſpoſed Chriſtians XIX. 
nk other Ads of War harity.” 197 — 
FPtprRlx, I am to ſhow, 5 nit 
Alms have an equal Acce prance with, arid 
ſometimes a Preference to, greater; "The 
poor Widow hath caſt in more thaw all they, 
which have caſt into the Treaſury. ' Not 
that Want can vie with Abundance, or 
that a Farthing is of equal Value with a 
Talent; but the Circumſtances of the Gi- 
ver is to be taken into Conſideration, and 
the Integrity of the Mind adds Weight 
and Efficacy to the Oblation. It is not 
every Little ſhall have a great Reward; 
but there muſt be an Union of other Cir= 
cumſtances to procure — ance, or 
elſe the Niggarck might paſs for Liberal, 
and the covetous Man ſy merit Ap- 
plauſe. t 
In the Caſe before us, Three 'T hings 
ſeem primarily and abſolutely neceflary. 


Firf, That mal Perſons ſhould be in- 
. nary themſ elves, who give little 
Ims. 


4 Secondly; That they ſhould give, with 
à ſincere Heart: 


E birdly, To the utmioff! of mow Abi- 
5 Ae t Eat 


| ma HH 


Fir, Would little Ams het equally: 
acceptable with greater, the Perſon who 
gives, muſt be Indigent. For Circum- 
ances make a vaſt Alteration in an 

" « d Action, 
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362 The Excellency, Uſefulneſs, 
Sermon Action, and fix Merit where one would 
XIX. leaſt expect it. The Demands of the 
WYy Public cool the Heat of many a generous 

Mind, and the inceſſant Calls of our own | 

numerous Families ſhut up thoſe Hands 

which would otherwiſe be frequently and | 
liberally opened. The Rule, in this Caſe, 
Tob. xi. 8. js, If thou haft but little, do thy Diligence 
gladly to give of that little + For the Brick 
muſt be proportionable to the Straw, and 
the Harveſt, to the Seed, The Reyenue 
of a Subject cannot riſe to the Munificence 
of a Prince, nor the Indigence of a Beg» 
ar to the Affluence of a Courtier: Much 
eſs ſhould a Prince ſcreen himfclf by the 
Example of a Subje#, or a Courtier fink 
down to the Stingineſs of a Peaſant. 
. Secondly, The Value of Little Alms | 
depends much upon the Sincerity of the | 
A Ae eee ee, 
In all moral and religious Duties, the 
Heart is principally to be regarded, and 
e defiles, or ſanctiftes a Man, pro- 
cieeds from that Fountain and Princi 1 of 
2 Cor, viii. Action. | TI there be firft a willin Mind, 
1. it is accepted according to that a Man bath, 
and not according to that he hath not. God | 
is not to be ſuppoſed to oblige his Crea- 
tures. to Impoſhbilities, nor can he act 
conſiſt ently with his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, 
and his —.— if he ſhould deny the 


44%%%%%%%%%cẽ: pet opt | 
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Means, and require the End; no more, 
than that Maſter. can expect the Labour, 
who has tied up the Hands. of his Ser- 
vant; or the Performance of a Journey, 


veller 


and Obligation of Charity. 


zeller. The Will, in all ſuch Caſes of 


Exigence, is ſolely to be conſulted; and 
2 Readineſs and Compliance of the Ming 
when the outward Powers are. diſabled, 
muſt denominate and juſtify Obedience. 
In the Argument of Charity which is 
now before us, Thoſe who are ttreightned 
in their Circymſtances, ſeem to have 
e Reaſon to be frugal and reten- 
ive; and we are to conclude, that a 
Frankneſs and Cheerfulneſs in them, ag 
to what is lodg d in their Power, are cer» 
tain Signs of generous Diſpoſitions, and 
come attended with ſecret Wiſhes of a 
more plentiful Fortunes for charitable 
Uſes. In this Reſpect, God Joveth the 
chearful Giver God, who giveth liberally 


_ bimſelf, and upbraideth not, delights in 


our Reſemblance of his free and gene- 
rous Goodneſs, and has ordered; every 
Man do according as he hath purpoſed in bis 
Heart, not grudgingly, or of Neceſſity; but 


he that giveth, wnh Simplicity; he that , 


ſbewerh Mercy, with Cheerfulneſs.--- But 
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d, WY 


2 Cor. iX.7. 
Jam. i. 5. 


Rom. Xil. 


_ Thirdly, To take off all Manner of Ex- 


cuſes, or ſhuffling in our Alms, T ſhall lay 
belle path how the Excellency of a 
poor Man's Charity conſiſts in acting up 


to his Abilities, All Poverty has not a 
Right to the fore-mention'd Plea of Im- 
poſhbility : All Poverty (you ſee from 
the Text) is not to exempt us from Giv- 


ing; neither may the Offering of two 
Mites be always the Proportion of a poor 
Mans Alms. The Widow gave all that 
ſte had, even all ber Living, and for that 


64 


The Fxcellency, Uſefulnefs; 


Sermon Reaſon ſhe is highly commended and 


XIX. diſtinguiſh'd by our Saviour for her Boun- 


ty. Not I preſume, that her Example 


is to be ſo far ſtretch d, as if every Man 
was to give away his whole Eſtate in a 
religious Phrenzy, or to begger himſelf 
that he might enrich others. For though 
there was a Time, When the Faith of a 
Convert was to be tried by diſpoſing: of 


Ads iv. 34. his Goods, and laying the Price at the 


Mat. xix. 


21. 


Apoſtles Feet; and our Saviour's Advice 
to the young Man, was to ſell all that he 
poſſeſſed, and give to the Poor, that he might 


have Treaſure in Heaven; yet theſe parti- 


cular Preſidents and Practices are ſo far 
from being ab/0utely or univer/ally ob- 
liging, that they muſt, under our preſent 
Circumſtances, be ſo interpreted, as to 
comport with other Evangelical Precepts, 


and not contradict the Natural and Re- 


and our Families. 


veal d Duties of prouidiug for ourſelves, 


Ihe utmoſt of our Ability, therefore, in 
this Caſe, is no more than what is con- 


ſtent with our Circumſtances to give, the 
reſt of our Subſtance being not properly 
our own, but being determined, either by 
the Supreme Donor or the Laws of our 


Country, to ſuch Uſes and Purpoſes. as 


will not admit of an Alienation, without 


a manifeſt Fraud and Injuſtice to our Re- 


tations'and-Polkeraty. on L409 

However, great Care is ſtill to be ta- 
ken, even by the loweſt Part of Man- 
kind, that they neglect no Opportunities 
of Getting, that they may be able to Dife 


tribute; 
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and Obligation of Charity. 


;ribute ; and that they invent no frivolous N. 


Excuſes" and Arguments againſt Charity, 
when they have ſomething in Store, and 
the Neceſſities of their . e d 
wake and F But 464 


SIXTHLY; T am to uſe es 165 
ther Arguments with the Rich, to make 
their Charity as acceptable as the % 
Widow' in the Text: And here 20 

Firſt, J would: adviſe them to a pun- 
cual Performance of all thoſe: Circum- 
ſtances, whoſe Concurrence is neceſſary 
for the perfecting of a good Action. 
Their Aer muſt be duly afſected, their 
Intention laudable, their Hand expedi- 
tious, the Giſt ſeaſonable, and the Qua- 
lity agreeable to their Fortunes. An Act 

of Charity thus circumſtantiated, we have 


| 2 to us by St. Paul, to the im- 


mortal Honour of the r de of Ma- 


cedonia ; In a great Trial of Afliction ( ſays 2 Cor. viit, 
he) the Abundance of their oy," and their 3 ® 


deep Poverty abounded unto the Riches 'of 
their Liberality. For to their Power (I 
bear Record) yea, and beyond their Poꝛver, 
they were willing of themſebves + Praying us 
with much Intreaty, that we ſhould receive 
the Gift, aud take upon us the Fellowſhip of 
the mimniſftring to the Saints. 

Bath Vas the greater Encourage- | 
ment of Charity, it is proper for Men of 
large Poſſeflions to form true Notions of 
Riches : For would they but conſider, 
that the Firſt and main Uſeof of theſe, is to 
fu Wupport our own Lives, and provide for 

our 
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— ijoflilnep 


Sermon our Families; and the Second and fubora 


XIX. 


dinate one, is to maintain thoſe Titles 


uud Dignities which Mens Birth or Me- 


I. lviii. 2. 


Luke xii. 
33: 


rits have raiſed them to, and which the ; 


1085 Order and Government of a Kit 


om requires from them; they wou J g 


find their Neceſſities eafily ſapplied, and 
a vaſt Surpluſage of Wealth for other 


Uſes: By this Means, that Reaſon, which 

is ſo peculiar to an High Birth and Edu- 
cation, would ſoon diftinguifh itſelf; and 
Merey and Compaſſion would glo- in an 5 
exalted Breaſt: The Nich and the e 0 


would retrench the Vanities and Supe 


fluities of Life, and ſuffer at leaſt 3h, ; 
Dogs to gather up the Crumbs under their 
lordly and magnificent Tables. The _ 2 
cure and J Ouptuary would learn by Ex l 


rience, that Health is the Effect of 


tification and Abſtinence, and every Fal : 
may abate ſo mach of the Expence of | 
ra en Living, as to give them a freſh ' 
88 ©) dealing their Bread to the | 


angry, and of bringing the Poor that are 
40% 545, to their Honfes. 


"Laftly, If to this "__ Uſe and De- 
| fign of Riches, a contiderate Man would | 
the Fickleneſs of their Nature, the 


Shortneſs of their Duration and the Emp- 
tineſs of their Enjoyment; he would, 


giving Alms purchaſe a more enduring 66. 


ſtance, providing himſelf B ags which wax 


not old, a Treaſure in the ns that fail- | 


et h vor, where no Thief approgrhah, henther 
Moth corrupteth- 


— birdhy, For the Promotion of oa 
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recite ſome beautiful 


and Obligation of Chirity:. 


1 would ſuggeſt to the Rich, hat 4 Sermon 
be required of Perſons in heir Conditions. XIX. 
The igher the Station, the brighter th 


Dart the larger the Talent, the 
greater mould be the Increaſe. Men are 


not born to batten in Eaſe, and diſſolve 
in Luxury; but to be ſerviceable in their 


Generations, and bountiful to their indi- 
gent Brethren. I have ſaid, ye are Gods, and 
all the Children of the moſt High. Be ye, 
175 efore, merciful in your Tempers, a 
od-like in your Benefactions: Be allied, 


1 Goodmeſt as aha” as Power, to your Fa- Matt. v. 45, 


ther which is in Heaven, who maketh his 
Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, aud 


findeth ain on the Fuſt and on the. Unjaft. 


But having touch d upon this Argu- 
ment already, it is ſuperfſuous to add any 
more. I :know where I am, and to whom I 


ſpeak; to Gentlemen, and not Niggards; 


to Perſons whoſe Character is Mercy and 
Generoſity; whoſe diſtinguiſhing Senſe 
and good N cannot bear that any 
Diſgrace or Indigence ſhould reſt upon 
4 Chriſtian Faith and common Huma- 
nity: To ſuch ons I ſhall now only 

aſſages from the 
Book 75 rob, who being both a Prince 
and a Judge, and hayin 1 — both mer- 
ciful and Fhowat in er two Capacities, 
appeals with Pleaſure to his charitable 
Deed eeds, and is the propereſt Example for 
For Imitation. 


If T have (ſays he) with=beld the Poor Job xx, 


from their Deſire, or have cauſed the Eyes 16. 
1 the Widow to fail: Or baue eaten my 
* Morſe} 
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The Excellency, Uſefiubieſs, 


Sermon Morjel myſelf alone, and the Fatherleſs hath | 


not eaten thereof : FI bave ſeen any periſh 
for wait. of 3 any Poor , without 
Covering. If bis Loins have not. bleſſed me, 


and if be were not warmed with the Fleece | 
of my Sheep : Then, let mine Arm fall from my 


Shoulder=blade, and mine Arm be broken from 
the Bone Let Thiſtles grow inſtead of 
Hheat, and Cockle inftead of Batley: 170 
. Fourthly, The laſt Topic, from which 


* 


I would argue Rich Men into Charity, is | 
the Advantage of their Circumſtances. It 
is you. who are placed in proper Stations 
to dictate to your Interiors, and influence 
this lower World. It is you, Who like the 
Sun in the Firmament, can difſuſe youjt 
Rays, and communicate your Heat; Who 
can actuate and invigorate the Parts of 
fluggiſh Matter, and give Spirit and Brisk- 

| F and uſelels Sons of 
Men. It is you, who can raiſe the Mo- 
numents of your Goodneſs in the moſt 
deſolate Corners of the World; who! can 


” 


neſs to the dejected 


de Eyes to the Blind, Hands to the Maim- 
ed, and Feet to the Lame. It is you; who 
can open the Mouths of Babes and. Suoł 


lings; who can put 4 Song of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to our God, into the Tongues of 


them that are unborn, and make the Gene- 
rations which are yet to come, to call you 
bleſſed. Others may have the Inclination, 
but you only have th 

ing Good. Riches in themſelves are no 
Vi valuable or defireable ; and if. the 
Suggeſtions of Covetouſneſs be. purſued, 
they will prove deſtructive of Salyation, 


and 


NS LAI 


e large Power of do- 


70 


and Obligation of. 
and pierce a Man through with enn OR 


Sermon 
roms. It 18 the Uſe muſt ennoble * Bleſ- XIX. 
ns it is Charity muſt /an#1fy the Ls al * 


the Relief of REP, e muff 
our OWn ſelves 


re N 
this Diſcourſe to the Occalibn of our, Pre- 
ſent Meeting, and excite you to Charity, 
as well from the Conſideration 8 your 
own Intereſt, as of thoſe real and deſerving 
Obj 17 75 mA are now 1 YO: Fj 

is Day is more peculiarly ſet a art 
for the Exerciſe of Charity, "Bot 5 
00 ly laudable in itſelf, 8 practis d in 

e moſt populous 5 owns 8 t Een 
and wiſely carry'd on for the Exigence 
of this City. For. fince the Place itſel 
is wholly 2 to the Accomodation, 


the Pleaſure, and Advantage of Strangers, 


and deſtitute of that Trade and Com- 
merce, which might enable ſome of its 
generous Citizens to ſettle laſting Funds 
tor the Poor ; we are oblig'd to draw in 
foreign Helps for the Support of our 
Natives, and to requeſt from others hat 
we would be ce ee pen 
ourſelves. But we. hope our, "OE | 
will not be thought impertinent, nor our 
Deſires „ ſince it is the Glory 
of God, the Eſtabliſhment of Truth, and 

e Propagation of Piety, We aim at. 
V. it is to be preſum d, will join with us 
15 9 me and generous Nudes 

and be ready to make ſome Ac» 
ad ents nents to God. for the ſurprizing 


ene- 


a 


$70 
Sermon Benefits 
XIX. You live here almoſt by Miracles; Naa- 
* man's Cure is daily perform d by the 


The Excellenty, Ufefulieſs, 


bu have ed in this. Plate. 


70a in our Jordan; your Age, like 
Nele is ds hf gore? Fleſh comes 
again like the Fleſb of a. young Child. As 

ou, therefore, have received or 1485 
Health yourſelves, ſo are ye under a Ne- 
ceſſity of givin the $ orts of Life to 
other Men. 


thing Your Attendance in the Temple 


is Grimace, and your Sacrifice of Thankſ- 


giving, Hypocriſy: Your Prayers will be 
rejected, and your Sacraments prove uſe- 
leſs and ineffectual: Vour Diſeaſes will 


return with double Fury for your Ingra- 


titude, and your Leprofies, like Naamar's 
on Gebhazi, ſtick the cloſer to you for your 


| CS eis 


But, leſt any of you would ſtill fear that 
he mi ght impoveriſh himſelf by his Boun- 
1 to dae J would entreat you to con- 

der the prolific Nature of Charity, and 
the many Promiſes and ample Bleſfings 
which are to attend the Exerciſe of this 


Chriſtian Grace. The Exhortations to 


Charity are ſo frequent and numerous in 
every Page of Scripture, as if this only 


were the one T; bing need, ful, and both 'our. 


temporal and eternal 150 zineſs depended 
upon the Practice of it. 5 


guid, and Faith dead at the Abſence of 


oun 


bis Bruther * be bath ſeen, how can he 
love 
2 


it hout Cha arity, ye are no- 


eyotion PPE lan- | 


arity's the Pretentions to Purity are 
leſs, and the Love of God, a bare 
John iv, 20. ſpeculative Notion. For He that Joveth not 


: 
* 
8 
t 
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of * 
4 


* 


love God whom he hath not ſeen © For this Sermon 
Commandment have we: from him, that be XIX. 
who Joutth God, love his Brother alſo. He WY 
hath jhewed thee, O Man, what is go; 
and what doth the Lord thy God require of 

thee © What! but to do Juſtice, and love 
Mercy To Scatter, that thou mayſt = 
creaſe ;, to Lena, that it may be Repaid 


| thee; to Relieve others, that thou may ſt 


be Entrich'd thylelt. I have been young (days P. 7 Nap 
David) and now am old; and yet ſaw I. 
never the Righteous (that is, the Charita- 
ble Man) for/aken, nor his Seed begging their 
Bread. T he Righteous is ever me 44525 and 
lendeth ; and his Seed is bleſſed : His good 
Deeds ſhall ſecure his Reputation, and 
embalm his Memory; his Alms ſhall aug= 
ment his Store, and entail a Bleſſing up- 
on his Poſterity. Then caſt thy Bread x; 
pon the Waters ; for thou ſhalt find it after | 
many Days: Honour the Lord with thy Subs Prov. iii. 9, 
flanct, and with the Firft-fruits of thine Ins © 
creaſe; ſo ſball thy Barns. be filled with 
Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt out with —* 3 
new Wine. For the liberal Soul ſball be mads_ 

Fat; and he that watereth, ſhall be water=. 
ed aſp himſelf. The Increaſe ſhall deſcend. 
to Futurity, and the Reward be ten thous, 
ſand-fold in the Kingdom of Glory. The 

merciful Man doth good to his own. Soul; 

25 the Fruit of the Righteous is a Tree of 

Go if TE 

here are ſome Objects which are more 
fitted to move your Compaſſion, and which 
will more certainly intitle you to an ever- 
laſting Reward: The Houſbold bf Faith 
og, "TO has 


Jeſ. xi. m4 
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The Excellency, Uſefulneſs, 
has the Preference in Scripture, and Wi- 
dows and Orphans are always recommend- 
ed as the moſt forlorn Part of our Spe- 
cies. It may, perhaps, be in your Power 


to ſecure the Morals of the next Genera- 


Mat xxv. 
34, 35, 36. 


tion, and, by infuſing good Principles in- 
to the Minds of Youth, to retrieve the 
Honour of this impious Age. Lou can 
Pres the Native Innocence of Child- 

ood, repair the Loſs or Negligence of 
Parents, and raiſe an uſeful Colony of 
Men for the Service of the Public: And 
God is not unrighteous, to forget your Work 
and Labour of Love, which ye have ſbewed 
toward his Name, in that ye have miniſtred 
to the Saints, and do minifter. The Bene- 


faction is to your God, and the Uſe of 


it apply d to the Poor; but the Glory 
thall be reflected upon yourſelves, and the 
triumphant Crown ſhall adorn your own 
Heads. Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
Foundation of the World : For I was naked, 
and ye clothed me. I was an hungred, and 


ye gave me Meat : I was thirfly, and ye 


gave me Drink. Perhaps indeed, you may 


Ver. 40. 


not have perform'd all theſe good Offices 
to me in Perſon ; but your Aſſiſtance of 
others 'is an Obligation on my ſelf, and 
inaſiuuch as ye have done it unto one Fd the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it 


unto me: They are to ſollicite in my Ab- 


ſence, and to gather Contributions in my 
Name: They are deſtitute of Friends, 
and deplorable in their Circumſtances; 
helpteſs by Reaſon of their tender A ar 


8 


and Obligation of Charity. 373 
and expos'd to Hardſhips by the Impro- Sermon 
vidence of others. ¶ hoſoever, therefore, XIX. 
ſpall give to drink to one of theſe little Ones . 
4 Cup of cold Water only, in the Name qq 4% 
Diſciple, and in Quality of a Scholar of. 
the Chriſtian Faith, Verily, Lſay unto you, 
he ſhall in no _ loſe his Reward. | 
VD Bleffed Jeſus, enable us after thy 
Example to be Charitable, and intitle us 
by thy Grace to the Recompence of this 
heavenly Reward! _ _ ; 


O Lord, who has taught us that all collect for 
| our Doings without Charity are no- Kuda. 
thing worth; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, 
and pour into our Hearts that moſt 
excellent Giſt of Charity, the very 
Bond of Peace, and of all other Vir- 
tues, without which, whoſoever liveth 
is counted dead before thee ; Grant 
' _ this for thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
e l 2 
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Martha's Care, ” Mary's Pie, 


8 E RMON| 


Preached in the 3955 
Cathedral; Church at werke 


18 


* RA * „ 9 T m id aA” it 2» 


Lux E x. 41, 42. 

Felis anſwered and ſaid unto her, 
Martha, Martha, thou art careful 
and troubled about many Things : a 

But one Thing 20 needful And Mary 

" bath choſen that good Part which 
ſhall not be taken away from her. 


N the Verſes preceding my Text, 
* paying a Viſit to 7wo Sifters, whom 
he * a tender Regard 15 Aflection 


Jotn xd. x, for, as well upon the Score of their owy 


we have an Account of our Saviour's 


3, 3. perſonal Virtues, as the Faith and Picty of 
. their Brother 1 Lazarus. 5 . 
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MART H A's Care, 


One of theſe Siſtèrs (Whom we gather Sermon 


"I" : 8 + 
Pc: eee” * 7 er >. 
Fly ' \ 


* 


375 


from the Evangeliſt, to be Owner of the XX. 


Houſe, and may well ſuppoſe to have the 
chief Management of the Family) was e. 36. 


wholly taken up in making Proviſion for 
this honourable Gueſt, and receiving all 
his Followers with that Decency and Re- 
ſpect which was due to the Attendants of 
ſuch « Maſter oa 345 1s q 


The Other waited” upon our Saviour as 


a Diſciple, and received with all Humi- 


lity and Reverence thoſe Heavenly In- 


ſtructions which droppꝰd from his Tongue; 
concluding (it may be preſum d) that 
his Preſence might be better employed 
than in Feaſtiugs and Entertainments, and 


that the Care of her own Soul was more 


incumbent upon her, than the Proviſion 
tor other Peoples Bodies. 8 5 
The Reception of our Lord and his 
Followers growing too burdenſome to the 
Former of theſe Women, ſhe petition'd 
our Saviour to diſcharge the Latter from 
her Attendance. on his Doctrine, and to 
command her Aſſiſtance in the Buſmeſs of 
the Family. ; Ter nd DE 1 
To this Petition our Saviour returns 
the en and important Anſwer in the 
Text, under which is couch'd a gentle 
Reprimand to Martha for her unneceſſary 
Care after the Things of this World, and 


an high Encomium of Mary's Zeal for 


thoſe of another. 


- — Martha, Martha, thou art careful and . 
troubled about many Things; but one Thing 


is needful « And Mary hath choſen that 


\ 


\ 


276 MART H A's Care, 
Sermon good Part, which Jour” not be zaken away 
XX. from her. 
In Diſcourling u this 'Subjeth T 
ſhall conſider everal Parts of the 


Text, in that Order which they lie be- 
fore me: And bels brd . th are 


remarkable. C4 367; 1 


: FIRS 1 4 The Compellation, © or the 
217 133M itxice: of our Saviour 8 e to 
Martba. | | | 25 


| SECONDLY, The n hs 
| gave her about her Care and Solici- 
tude concerning unneceſſary Things; 
Thou art careful and froubled- end 
many T ee 


THI RDLY, A 8 to ſome- 
thing which is of greater Uſe and 


ful. 


F OURTHLY, An Rohan u 

on Marys Wiſdom and Prudence for 
making Choice of this one uſeful 
and important T hing; ; irs, 4 ww 
choſen the good Part. 


| FIFTHLY, A Data affign'd for 
Preferring Mary s Choice above Mar- 
--. tha's: And That is taken from the 
Duration, or laſting Nature of the 
Thing which the had made Choice 
of; The good Part Hal not be taken 
AQ! away from ber. 
KOO N FIRST, 


Importance; But One Thing is 5 Needs 


„ 


=Y . ao OA ůmwmor ß 


T, J am to confider the Com» X 
pellation, or the Nature of our Savi our's 
Addreſs to Martha: Martha, Martha. 
It is obſervable, that our Saviour doubles 
the Expreſſion, and repeats the Perſon's 
Name twice at the firſt Entrance upon 
his Diſcourſe, in Order that he might 
make the deeper Impreſſion u her 
Mind, and procure the greater Attention 
to his Doctrine. A ſingle Call might have 
been neglected or forgotten by Martha, 
by Reaſon of that Hurry and Perplexit 
ſhe underweat, in looking after her Houſ- 
hold Affairs, and providing Entertainment 
for her Lord: But the Repetition of the 
Word muſt refreſh her Memory, and fix 
her Attention; ſhew the Aﬀection and 
Concern of the Speaker, as well as the 
Neceſſity and Importance of the Speech. 
This Way of Addreſs, by doubling the 
Perſon's Name, to whom we apply our- 
ſelves, may probably be thought a trivial 
Obſervation at the firſt View; but I muſt 
beg Leave to put you in Mind, that it is 
a Piece of natural Oratory, and what is 
in very common Uſe with thoſe Maſters 
of Speech, who are willing to recommend 
to their Hearers the Importance of the 
Subject they are treating of, and to ſteal 
upon their Affections by a ſeeming Re- 

ard for their Perſons. We have a very 
lively Inſtance of this Nature, in that 
melting and pathetical Lamentation of 
our Saviour over Jeruſalem O Feruſalem, 


Feruſalem ! Thou that kilteft the * 
e and. 
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and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee; 


if thou hadft known, even” thou, at leaſt in 


this Day, tbe Things which belong to thy 
Peace. Here every Word ſſ pe aks the At» 
fection and Sincerity of a Friend; the 
very Thoughts labour for Vent faſter than 
the Tongue can utter them; and, like a 
Croud thronging out of a Door, are ftop'd 
by their own Haite, and repuls'd tor a 
* by the Eagernerſs of their own 


No what might occaſion our Saviour 


to expreſs himſelf in this obliging and in- 


Jak 17. 41. 


dearing Manner to Feraſalem, was his Af- 
tection to his native Country, his Deſire 
for the Happineſs of his Kindred in the 
Fleſb, and his Knowledge of the ap- 
proaching Ruin of their Capital City. 
For St. Luke farther informs us, that wwher 
be came near, and beheld Feruſalem, he wept 
over it Love diſcharged itſelf in Tears, 
and Friendſhip lamented what Reproofs 
could never reform. o ink 
Ibhe ſame Principle ſeems to actuate 
our Saviour in his Reply to Martha, and 
occaſions that graceful and emphatical 
Repetition, which is full of ſo much Ten- 
derneſs and Affection towards her.. 
And this brings me to the next Thing 
to be inſiſted upon from the Text, vis. 


. SECOND LY, The Nature of that 
Reprimand, which our Saviour gave to 
Martha, about her Care and Solicitude, 
concerning unneceſſary Things; Thou art 


Careful and traubled about many Things. 


{1:5 T'his 
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as might proceed from 2 good-natur d WY 


and indulgent Friend: F rom one that ra- 


ther pities the Infirmities, than aggra- 


vates the Faults, and upbraids the Per- 
ſons of thote he was to correct. It is 
like that which the Prophet Jeremy, and 
RN Palmifi pray for, Gor 
Judgment, not in thine LD  teft thoy 
zt me to nothing. Or if I muſt be made 
e le in this World, allot my Por- 


279 
This Reprimand was not of a. ſevere Sermqn 
and rugged Complexion; but ſuch an one XX. 


rect me, O Lord, Jer. 30. 25 


— pA: HY the Merciful, and let the Righ= © n 


teous {mite me friendly and reprouve me. 
I hinted to you before, that St. Joby. 


bath told us, that Jeſus loved Martha and Joh. xi. 1 


her Siflter Mary, and their Brother Laza- 
rus; and from this Love and Aſſection of 
his, I cannot but conclude, that the Mild- 
neſs and Gentleneſs of the Reproof in the 
Text did proceed. Our Saviour ſaw ſuch 
a Diſpoſition to Goodneſs in this Woman, 


as made him entertain an uncommon Re- 


gard for her Perſon, and by Conſequence. 


expreſs his Sorrow and Concern, that ſhe. 
ſhould not improve all Opportunities of 
growing in Grace and Wiſdom, and going 
on with Chearfulneſs to Perfection; but 
ſhould by ſome trifling Incumbrances of 


this World, and ſome Modes and Punc- 
tilioes of Civility, ſuffer her younger Siſ- 


ter to get the Start of her in Piety, and; 


be the more able Proficient in the 9 
tian Faith. _ 

What Martha was guil 2 75 was not, 
b we can gather | from En of s 


30 MART HA Care," 


. « 2 


Sermon finful Nature, but rather a li pping the 


XX. Opportunity of Knowledge, and a ſpend- 
WV ing of that Time in providing for our 
Saviour's Reception, which ſhe ought to 
have employ d in Attention to his Doc- 


trine, and the Care of her own Soul. For 


we read in the Verſes preceding my Text, 
8 10 39 That her Siſter Mary /at 2 Feet, 
and heard his Words ; but Martha was 
cumbred about much ſerving, and came to 


bim, and ſuid, Lord, doft thou not care that 


my Sifter hath left me to ſerve alone © Bid 
ber therefore that ſhe help me. 8 
Not that Martha's reſpectful Treat- 
ment of our Lord, or her plentiful Pro- 
viſion for bis Attendants, was, in its own 
proper Nature, any Ways blame-worth 
or criminal: No; conſider'd as an Act 
of Civility, it was no more the Subject of 
Reprehenſion, than her Siſter Marys 
John 11. 1, æninting his Feet with the Ointment of coſt- 


2 c. 12-3. Jy Spikenard, and her dutiful wiping them 


with the Hair of her Head Which good 
Office was ſo tar from being conftrued a 
mif-ſpending of Time, or an ill Appli- 
cation of Charge, that our Saviour himſelf 


did kindly accept of it as preparatory | 
to his Burial, and highly extoll'd it, in 
Oppoſition to the captious Exceptians of 


a covetous and diſcontented Judas. 


Hut then Martha's Error, in the Caſe 


before us, was in ſuffering the Forms of 
Civility to joſtle out the Duties of Reli- 
gion, and permitting a ſeeming Peeviſh- 
neſs and Ill- nature to diſcover itſelf in 


angry Complaints and Remonſtrances a- 


gainſt 


J. 11101 
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abs 8 


aud MAR Y's Piety. 


I 


and an oyer-nice Reſpect to our Saviour 's 
Perſon ; it is worth our Notice, that the 
Reprehenſion was mild and gentle, and 


her Actions touch'd upon with all the 


Tenderneſs and Compaſſion imaginable. 
The Rebuke is not thrown out in Anger 
or Diſdain, nor uſher'd in with thoſe 
'Thunders and Anathemas which were 


A 381 
gainſt a devout Siſter. However, ſince Se 

Martha's Intentions were laudable, and XX. 
her Fault was only tho much Officiouſneſs, Wy 


vented againſt the Scribes and Phariſees, Matt. xr. 
the Lawyers and Hypocrites It is not like 


unto, Wo untothee, Chorazin, Wo unto thee, 


Bethſadia It is not like unto, Thou, Capers . 2, 3. 


naum, which art exalted unto Heaven, ſbalt 
he brought down to Hell; neither was it at- 
tended with thoſe Yhippings and Scourg- 
ings which drove the Buyers and Sellers 
ter d with a compaſſionate Voice, and a 
winning Countenance ; with a charitable 
Tongue, and an indulgent Heart. It was 
only Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many Things Variety di- 
ſtracts, and Hurry unſettles thy Mind; but 
it were more adviſeable that thy Thoughts 
were fix d and united, and the Grand 
Concern more vigorouſly and intenſely pur- 
ſued. Thou art careful, and troubled about 
many Things .' Thou, alas ! like a good 
Houſwite, art taken up in the Oeconomy 
and Management of thy Family, and in 
a decent and hoſpitable Reception of thy. 
Friends and Acquaintance ; 1 555 it were 


- 


better for thine own Soul, and more con 


ducire 


out f the Temple; but it ſeem'd to be ut- Ich. 2.x5- 


—_ -. MART HA“, C 
Sermon ducive to thy real Intereſt, that thy Me- 
XX. dirations were fix d upon higher Objects, 
ad thy God had more, and thy Friends 


4% of thy Care. ( 


" THIRDLY, The\next Thing in 
the Text, is a Direction to a Matter of 
was buſied about: But One Thing. is need- 
ful; that is, One Thing is chiefly to enter- 

. tain our Thoughts and employ our Lime, 


and to be taken a particular Care of be- 
yond other Matters: One Thing is to be 


principally in our View, and to reſt undet 
our moſt ſerious and mature Conſideratiæ 
on; and all our Actions and Endeavours 
in the Courſe of our lawful Callings, and 
the Progreſs of our Lives, muſt. have a 
- manifeſt 'Tendency'towards the Further- 
ance and Promotion of this main and ul- 
timate End. This great Duty is the 
Care of our Souls, and this Care conſiſts 
in the Proviſion of ſuch Virtues and Gra- 
ces, Whilſt we are upon Earth, as may 
be a laſting Support to us in a future 
State: It is a lively Faith, and a regular 
Practice; a true Notion of God, and a 
ſincere Diſcharge of our Dut 7,7. 


* 


Hic labor, oc opus oft ——— . 


Mot, but that there is 4 Time (as Sulb- 

_ mon ſays) for every Thing; not, but that 
the Entertainment of our Friends, the 
keeping up of Hoſpitality, and the Re- 
creation of our Bodies, are, in ſome mo- 

| _ derate 


greater Importance, than what Martha 
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derate Degree, as warrantable, as the At- Sermon 
tendance at Church, and the Offering up XX 
of our Prayers, are neceflary. However, WWW 
We are tal to confider, that Religion is 5 
the grand and principal Affair of Human = 1 
Lite, and that all other Things which re- 
| late to the Support of the'Body, or the. 
Convenience of our carthly Beings, are 
only to be made Uſe of as Means ſubor- 
dinate, and inſtrumental towards our Chief 
End. Tho it may not be agreeable to our 
Health, or conſiſtent with our Conſtitu- 
tions, to ſpend all our Time upon our 
Knees ; tho' the Neceſſity of worldly Af- 
fairs may demand ſome of thoſe Hours, 
which others employ in the Temple and 
their Cloſets; yet foraſmuch as it is the 
Duty of every Chriſtian to be inftant in 
Prayer, and to pray without ceaſing "the 
leaſt that we can ſuppoſe ſuch Precepts to 
amount to, is, that we ſhould addreſs our- 
ſelves with F requency and Importunity 
to the Throne of Grace, and maintain in 
our Souls a ready Diſpoſition, and an ha- 
bitual Inclination to Devotics and em- 
brace all convenient Opportunities of Of=. 
fering up our Supplications and Interceſfions . 
to Cod. The Neceſſity of this, or any 
other Duty, doth not employ ſuch an ab- 
ſolute Reſtraint, as if it was to engreſs 
all our Time, and nothing elſe were to be D” 
tranſacted throughout the whole Courſe. 
of our Life. Neither doth the Care of 
One Thing needful ſuperſede or extinguiſh. 
our Concern, in an inferior aud limited 
Senſe, for thoſe other Things without 
wee. : which 


4 
Th. 
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ermon which we cannot ſubſiſt in this World, or 
XX. be qualified even for the Exerciſe of Re- 
WY vV ligion itſelf. It only denotes our princi- 


pal Application to Piety, a vigilant and 
careful Attendance upon. the ſeveral Parts 
of our Duty, and the Poſt-poning of our 
worldly Affars, and the e of them 
ſubſervient to the great End of our Cre- 
777 ͤ ͤ w Fo tos, 


Matt. 23.2. What our Saviour ſays to the Scribes 


and Phariſees about paying Tithe of | Mz , 


Aniſe and Cummin, and omitting the 72 
7 ul 


tier Matters of the Law, Judgment, 1 

35 and Faith, may be very applicable for 
the cloſing up of this Head, and repri- 
manding our Scrupuloſity and Concern for 


little Matters, when we diſregard Affairs 


of the higheſt and moſt neceſſary Conſe- 
quence; Theſe Things ought ye to have done, 


and not to have left the Others undone + The 


great and moral Duties, which the Finger 
of God hath written, and the Law of Na- 


ture continually dictates, call for a pre- 
eiſe and 5 Obſervance; but Things 
ſc, Convenience, or Expedi- 


of bare 
ency, may be tranſacted with an inferior 


Care, and ſhould rather be not 8 or 


forgotten, than anxiouſly purſu 
moderately enjoy d. 


FOURTHLY, 1 am to conſider 


the Encomium, which our Saviour be- 


ſtows in the Text, upon Mary's Wiſdom 


and Prudence, for making Choice of that 


One uſeful and important Thing which 
Martha neglected: Mary bath chaſen 555 ; 
e eee eee (T0Y” eg: 
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ban Part. She hath conſider'd that the Sermon 
oming of our Saviour into the Houle, XX. 
was not ſo much for the Refreſhment of www 


his own Nature; as the ftrengthning and 
confirming of their Faith ; and therefore 
the might reaſonably think that ſhe ſhould 
better comply with the Deſign of his Vi- 
fit, by heark ning to his Doctrine, than 
waiting on his Perſon. We find her ac- 
cordingly in the ſubmiſſive Poſture of a 
7 ſitting at the Feet of her great 

after, and receiving with Reverence thoſe 
Oracles of Truth which drop'd from his ſa- 
cred Lips. An honourable Privilege, and 
a beneficial Service! A Privilege, which 
ſinful Duſt and Aſbes were rarely admitted 
to, a Service, Which muſt at preſent en- 
lighten the Mind, and would in the End 
reward the Pains of her that ſerved. It 


Elizabeth could cry out, Whence is this to Luke i. 43. 


me, that the Mother of my Lord ſbould come 
to me? and the Centurion (though a Man 


in a creditable Poſt in the Roman Army) 


ſhould think his Roof unworthy to receive 
ſuch an extraordinary Perſon as our Savi- 
our, and had rather that he ſhould difs. 
patch his Meſſage by a ſecond Hand, than 

ut himſelf to the Trouble of a formal 

ifit: Certainly the Houſe where theſe 
two Siſters dwelt, was highly favoured by 
the Preſence of ſuch a Gueſt, and all the 
Inhabitants muſt be wondertully inlightned 
by his Seraphic Diſcourſes. Mary was 
truly ſenſible of her _—_ Happineſs, 
and intent upon the Edification of her 


Soul: She fat with Patience, and was in- 


G e ſtructed 


| ( 
226 MARTH A's Care, 
| Sermon ſtructed in Meekneſs; heard with a joy- 
XX. tul Heart, and obeyd with a willing 
Mind. She did not take the Word into 
her Soul, as the ſtrang Ground in the Para- 
| ble receiv'd the good Seed, and only threw 
| up an haſty and ſudden Stalk, which could 
not for want of Earth, endure the ſcorching 
Heat of the Sun; but muſt wither before 
1 it could fructify, and die before it could 
3 
| | 
| 


K . 


a A. 


attain to any Maturity : But ſhe learn'd in 
order to practiſe, and heard the Word 
that ſhe might keep the Commandments. 
u & yo A pig EN She bath cho- 
ſen the good Portion. Reaſon has mov'd, 
and Faith directed her: The Option was 
8 and the Benefit valuable; the 
lappineſs ſatiufactory, and the Enjoy- | 
ment laſting. O Mary, great was thy Faith, 
and tleſed waſt thou amongft Women ! Blef= 
ſed were thoſe Ears, in which the Voice of 
the Heavenly Salutation ſounded, and that 
Heart into which the Words of Truth and 
Salvation deſcended. Bleſſed waſt thou 
who ſateſt at thy Saviour's Feet; for thy 
Lot was fallen in a pleaſant Land, and a 
| goodly Heritage muſt crown thy Attention. 
1 And this brings me to ſpeak a Word 
= or two concerning the laſt Particular of 
my Text, viz. | 


FIFTHL*?, The Reaſon alledg'd 
for preferring Mary's Choice above Mar- 
tha's; and this is taken from the laſting 

Nature of the Thing, which ſhe had made 

Choice of: The good Part ſball not be taken 
From ber. * 125 
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« We generally make our Eſtimate of Sermon 

4 Things from their Duration, and XN. 
& meaſure their intrinſic Worth by their NY 
& Permanency and Solidity. A Ruby or 


x a Saphire is preferable to a Rye or a 


1 and Gold and Silver, to Glaſs and 
ryſtal; becauſe the former are ſubſtan- 
10 « rid and laſtin 2g, and the latter brittle 
& and fading. 
Now, if » we po by by the ſame Rule in 
comparing the Things of this World 
with thoſe of another, we ſhall ſoon know 
how to caſt the Ballance, and where to fix 
_ Pre=eminetice. | The Faſhion , this 
orld paſſe Heth away, and the Glories of it 


Þ uickly dwindle ard vaniſh. All earthly 


hings.are upon the Ebb and Flow; and 


human Enjoyments are liable to Diſaſters, 
and ſubject to Decay. Divitiarum & for- 
me gloria, flixa atque fragilis eft : Virtus 


| lara, æteruaque habetur. Honour is a 


Bubble, and Pleaſure a Dream; Riches 
are fickle, -and Beauty is fading: But the 
Fear of the Lord endureth for ever, and 
Virtue extends her Poſſeſſions to another 
State. Her Throne is everlaſting, and of her 

ominion there is no End. She is ſeated a- 


bak the Reach of Danger, and is ſecure 


from all the Storms — inſults of this 
a World. Earthly Enjoyments 
be ſubject to Caſualties ad Diſaſters, 
— the beſt-guarded Poffeſfions may be 
Pan d by Ravi ine and Inundations: But 
irtue is "impregnable, and her ——— 


| * Barrows Works, V. 111. Sex. 4. vigk 
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Sermon defy the Attacks of Fortune. She is not 
RR. ſtartled at foreign Captivity, nor afraid of 
WV domeſtic Chains: She is not diſmay'd at 


If 59. 27. 


the Incurſion of an Enemy, nor ſhock'd 


at the Death of a Friend: But ſhe- man- 


_ keeps her Ground, and conſcienti- 
-oully maintains her Reſolutions ; is ſedate 


and compos'd in the midſt of Adverſity, 
and expects her Reward in a better 


| Kingdom. | | 
0 'Bleſſed, and thrice Happy are they, 


who, by the Aſſiſtance of Virtue, act their 


Part well in this finful World, and carry 
their Eye beyond Morality ! Bleſſed are 


they, who put on Righteouſneſs for a Breaſt- 
plate, and the Garments of Innocence for 


Luk. 12.33. 4 Clothing; who provide Bags which wax 


break through to ſteal it away 


of them in a Moment, and forc'd, with- 


not old, to receive their Subſtance, and 
adorn the inner Man with the goodly Ha- 
biliments of 2 wetneſs and Humility. 

Whereas the 'Titles cf the Noble ſhall 
be eras'd, and the Veſtments of the Proud 
Moth-eaten ; whereas the Silver of the Mi. 
ſer ſhall be ruſted, and the Gold of the 


Oppreſſor canker d; the Treaſure of the 
Righteous ſhall be durable in Heaven, 
and neither Moth, nor Ruſt, nor Canker 


ſhall corrupt it, nor Thieves nor Ruffians 
M bat is it then, my beloved Brethren, 
that we are, or can be ſolicitous about, 
in this tranſitory World? Would we raiſe 
Eſtates, or purchaſe Renown? Alas ! 
Mp hat is a Name, when we are going imo a 
Land where all Things are forgotten ? 
What are Eſtates, when we muſt be ſtrip d 


ont 
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out their Aſſiſtance, to travel naked and Sermon 


defenceleſs into an unknown Country ? 


: LASTLY, Would we live in Gran- 
deur, and entertain with Magnificence ? 
Would we court the Great, and feed the 


Noble? Why! Tho” we were as ſecure 


of as an honourable a Gueſt as we find 


at the Table of Martha, his Stay will be 


but ſhort, and our Accommodations (for 
what we know) may be unacceptable. 


What is troubleſome and expenſive to 


ourſelves, may not always be grateful and 
agreeable to others: ONE and Super- 
fluities may diſplay Vanity of the 
Entertainer, and at the ſame I ime pro- 
voke the Envy and Diſdain of the Viſitant. 
It is true, indeed, in the Inſtance be- 
fore us, we have a Perſon condeſcending 
to viſit Two 2 and declaring his Diſ- 
like of the ſumptuous Preparation made 
by one of them to receive him, without 
any of the ſinful Humour and diſdainful 
Paſſion, which is incident ta ſome haugh- 
ty Viſitants: And, I think, the beſt In- 
ſtruction we can learn from this Diſlike 
of our Saviour, is, That there may be a 
different, a more acceptable, a more laſt- 
ing Reception of our Lord, than by 
banqueting and feaſting. Tho' rich Wines 
and delicious Fare may not adorn the Ta- 
ble, nor the Tabret and Pipe give Sprightli- 
neſs to the Solemnity; yet an inward and 
ſpiritual Joy may welcome the Divine 
ueſt, and ſanctify the Entertainment. 
If it had been our Fortune to have 
been of our Saviour's Retinue and Ac- 
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uaintance upon Earth; yet our viſible 
Con verſation could have remained no lon- 
ger than his Continuance in the Fleſh, 


And all the external Acts of this endear- 
ing Society muſt have ended with his 


ſpecdy Deparcure out of this World : 
Bur the more laſting Communication, the 
more retreſhing Intercourſe, is of another 
Nature. There is ſtill a Way of ſpiritu- 


ally receiving our Lord into our Hearts, 


ohn 14. 
: 1, 23. . 


whereby we fix his Reſidence and Abode 
with us to all Eternity. He that hath my 
Commandments ( ſays our Saviour) aud 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, and he 


that loveth me ſpall be beloved of my Father, 


and I will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make; our Abode with him. O 
bleſſed Reſidence ! O myſterious Inhabi- 
tation! Though our earthly Houſes can 
no longer receive the Perſon of our Sa- 
viour, nor our Tables feed him; yet we 
may be fed with the Myſteries of his, 
and received into thoſe Heavenly Houſes, 
whoſe Duration is Eternal, and whoſe 
Joys are inexhauſtible. Amen. 


O God, who haſt prepared for them that 
| Jove thee ſuch good Things as paſs 
Man's Underſtanding ; pour inte our 
Hearts ſuch Love towards thee, that 
we loving thee above all Things, may 

67 oſs thy Promiſes which ous 4 all. 
at 108 can deſire, through Jeſus Chriſi 
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ſent two of his Diſciples to enquire into the 
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The different Conduct of Chriſt 
| and the Baptiſt. | 
In Three 8 E R MON'S. on 
Preached in the Time of L E NT. 
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Lux vi. 33, 34, 35. 

John the Baptiſi cume neither eating 
Bread, nor drinking Mine; and 
ge fay, He hath a B. vil þ 


The Son. of Man is come eating and 


drinking ; and ye ſay, Behold 4 
| 8 Man, and a Mine- bib. 
ber; 4 Friend of Publicans and 


Senners. 


But Wiſdom is juſtified F all her 


Children. 


oN the Fame of our Saviour's Sermon 
& Preaching, and the Frequency of XXI. 
his Miracles, St. Fobn the Baptiſt WV 


Truth of theſe Facts, and to be more fuk 
ly fatisfed of the Nature of Chrift's Miſ- 
on, and the Deſign of his Doctrine. 


Ce 4 For 
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Sermon For the Reſolution of their Doubts, 
XXI. our Saviour appeals to his Works, and 
&Y WV deſires the Meſſengers might be convinc'd 


by the Teſtimony of their own Senles, 
and give a faithful Report to their Mas 


v. 22. ſter of the Things which they had ſeen and 


beard, How that the Blind ſee, the Lame 
walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf 
hear, the Dead are raiſed, and the Poor 
have the Goſpel preached to them All which 
carried their own Evidence and Convics 
tion along with them; and were not only 
bare Proofs of the miraculous Appearance 
of an extraordinary Perſon, but; preciſely 
determin'd and fix'd down by the Pro- 
Iſa. 35. f. -_ 1/2iab to the Kingdom of the Me- 


After the Me engers of St. John were 
diſmiſs'd, our Saviour enters upon the 


Character of their Maſter, and from a 


| Mal. 3. 1. Quotation out of the Prophet Malachi, 
informs the Audience of the Dignity of 


his preſent Office, and the great Worth 
and Sanctity of his Perſon. For, not- 
withſtanding the wild Place of his Reſix 
dence, and the poor Condition of ſome 
of his Converts 3 notwithſtanding the 
 Meanneſs of his Apparel, and the Coarſe 
neſs of his Diet; his Ignorance of a Court, 
and his Abhorrence of the Modes and Far 
ſhions of this World: Notwithſtanding 


all this (I ſay) which might probably be 


objected againſt him by ſome of the pre- 

ſent Spectators ; our Saviour doth not 

Luke 7. ftick to aſſert, That Foby the Baptiſt was: 
26, 28. auh more than a Prophet, and that of all 
„ ; | them 


; 
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them who were born of Women, à greater Sermon 


than He, never aroſe. 280 f 
This Commendation of their Patron 
and Inſtructor, was as agreeable to the 


ARE 


Publicans who had been baptiſed with th 


Baptiſm of John, as it was diſtaſteful to 
the Phariſees and Lawyers, who deſpiſed 
the Miniſtration of ſo humble and morti- 


yd a Man, and rejected the Counſel of God 


againſt themſebves. | 


Io the latter of theſe pragmatical and | 


diſdainful Perſons, our blefied Lord di- 
rects the Paſſages of the Text, plainly 
intimating the Unwarrantableneſs of their 
Cenſures, and the Impoſſibility of pleaſing 
their captious Tempers. I hereunto (ſays 
he) ſball I Jiken the Men of this Generati- 
en Aud to what are they like ? What Si- 
militude will ſuit your Manners? Or from 
whence ſhall I fetch a Compariſon to re- 


SP, 206 


preſent the Fickleneſs of your Tempers, 


and the Folly of your Proceedings? Ye 


v. 32. 


are like unto Children ſittiug in the Market- 


We have piped unto you, and ye haue not 
danced Me have mourned to you, and ye 
bave not wept. Ne Phariſees, who pre- 
tend to ſo much Accurateneſs and Wiſ- 
dom, act with as little Conſideration in 
your ſolemn Determinations, as Children 


N and calling one to another, and ſaying, 


in their Games and Sports For as they 


are full of Complaints againſt their Com- 
nions, for not following them in their 
viſh Repreſentations of their Mirth and 
Sadneſs; ſo ye are as ridiculous in your 
Diſguſts againſt the Doctrines of —Y 


204 The Different Chndult 
Sermon and as humourſome in your Exceptions 
XXI. againſt the Perſons who deliver them. 
Neither the Importance of the Meſſage 
can convince, nor the Conduct of the Meſ- 
ſengers pes 5 but Prejudice is always 
entring her Cavils, and Pride and Obfti- 

om hardening you into Infidelity. 
For Jobn the _— came neither eating 
Bread, nor drinking Nins; and ye ſay, He 
+ bath a Devil. The Son of Man is come 
_ eating and drinking; and ye ſay, Behold, a 
 gluttonous Man, and a Wine=bibber, a Friend 
of Publicans and Sinners. But Wiſdom is 
J Ten of all her Children. Fee 
rom theſe Words of the Evangeliſt, 
J ſhall take an Occaſion to do Five Things. 


FIRST, To ſet before you the dif 
ferent Method of Living which is 
here aſcrib'd to our Saviour and St. 


John. 


SECONDLY, To prove the Suita- 
bdbleneſs of this different Method of 
Life, as founded upon the different 
Characters which both theſe Perſons 
were to ſuſtain, and the various Parts 


they were to act upon Earth. 


THIRDLY, To enquire into the 
'Tempers and Diſpoſitions of thoſe 
Men, who were ſo buſy in cenſurin 

the Conduct of Chriſt and the Baptiſi, 
and to expoſe thoſe Vices which oc- 
eaſion d ſuch baſe and ſcandalous Re- 


| 955 FOUR TH- 


Tobn had bis Raimens of Cantels Hair, and 


of Chriſt and. the Baptiſt, | 395 


FOUR THLY, To raiſe ſome uſe- XXI. 
ful Obſervations from the Variety of 
Conduct here mention'd, and the 

malicious Conſtruction which the 


Fews put upon it. 


| FIFTHLY, To apply the whole to : 
and practical Inferences. © 


FIRST, I am to ſet before you that 
different Method of Living, which is here 
aſcrib'd to _ Saviour _- St. Tabs. 
John the Baptiſt came neither eating 
80444 nor zan wi / "This Powe | 
an occaſional or affected Way of Living, 
upon ſome ſtated and ſolemn Seafons; but 


the conſtant and regular Courſe of his 


ife, without any Interruption from a 
Feſtival, or the leaft — of — 
Appetite upon any joyful Solemnity. 
his Birth — 2 4 —— and his Miſſion 
uncommon, ſo his Education was of the 


{ame extraordinary Stamp, and the whole 


Method of his Deportment miraculous, 
He was dedicated from his Infancy to So- 
litude, and hurried from the Cradle into 
the Wilderneſs: Here he continued till ther uke 1. 


Day of his ſbewing unto Iſrael, and ſo ma- go. 


nag d and diſciplin'd both his Back and 
his Belly, that the One was inur d to all 
the Roughneſs of Cloathing, and the O- 
ther knew little more than the Scarcity 
and Coarſeneſs of Diet: For the fame att. ll. . 


4 


7 


De Different Conduct 


Sermon à /eathern Eirdle about his Loins ; and bis 
XXI. Meat was Locuſts aud Wild-honey. In this | 
A ſunalid and penurious Condition, and un- 

der theſe Circumſtances of Self- denial and 

Abſtinence, he preached Re . re- 


ap. 
tiſm, and proclaimed the Appearance of 


ceived Converts, and adminiſtred 


the Meſſfah.  _ 
But on the contrary, The Son of Man, 


or the Meſſiah himſelf, came Eating and | 
Drinking That is, His Courſe of Life 


was free and > His Converſation was 


general, his Company promiſcuous, and | 


his Meat. and Drink of the ſame Kind 


with other Mens. There were no Parti- | 


cularities in his Habits or Geſtures, and 
nothing which look'd like Reſervedneſs 
or Affectation in his Speech or Manners. 
| Not, but that our Saviour was Sober and 
Temperate in the moſt eminent Degree, 
and did, upon ſome urgent Occaſions, 
carry the Rigours and Auſterities of Faſt- 
ing and Mortification, 'to an higher Pitch 
than the Baptiſt poſfibly could do. But 
ſtill the general Tenour of his Life was of 
2a different Nature: He was bred and 
educated like other Perſons ; liv d with 
his reputed Parents, and follow'd the Oc- 
cupation of Fo/eph He convers'd open- 
ly, paid Viſits, ſolemnized Marriages, fre- 

vented public Aſſemblies, attacked the 
Seribes, diſputed with the Doors, obſer- 
ved the Feaſts of his Country, and aſſo- 
ciated himſelf with the Collectors of the 
Revenue. This Frankneſs and Imparti- 
ality diſguſted the Zeal of Puritans, and 
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e Chriſt and the Baptiſt. 
88 the Indignation of the Superci- Sermon 
lious Phariſees ; and all that our Saviours XXI. 

Good-nature and Charity could procure Www 
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from their Mouths, was no more, than 
the. ſcurrilous and reproachful Names of 
Glutton and Sot, Patron of Debauchery, 


and Friend of Publicans and Sinners. 


But notwithſtanding this Malice and 


Injuſtice, this degrading and ignominious 


Language ; I hope, in the 


SECOND Place, to prove the Con- 
venience and Suitableneſs of the different 
Behaviour of Chrift and St. Foby, as 
founded upon the different Characters 
which theſe two Perſons were to ſuſtain 
and the various Parts they were to a | 
upon Earth. St. Fohn's Abode was to be 
ſhort, and his Miniſtry confin d; but our 
Saviour was to take alarger Compaſs, and 


to hang out a more glorious and com- 


manding Light. St. Johns Preaching 
was reſtrained to Repentance, and him- 
ſelf was only the Prophet and Harbinger 
of ſucceeding Glory; but our Saviour 
was the Light of the World and the Lite 
of the Faithful, the Completion of Hap- 
pineſs and the Introducer of Heaven up- 


on Earth. I am not the Chrift (fays the Jotniil. av. 


Baptiſt} but am ſent before him ] muſt 
appear as an humble Servant, but he as 


a triumphant Maſter. My Buſineſs is to 


exalt the Valleys, and depreſs the Mount= 
tains ; to ſtreigbten the Paths, and level 
the Ways, for the more auguſt Entrance. 
of the King of Glory, and the better Eſta⸗ 

<A bliſhmens 


3. 
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Sermon bliſhment of his Kingdom, and the larger 
XXI. Extenſion of his Victories and Triumphs: 
HII we, therefore, take the Coming the 

2 A Man in the king 4 denote or | 

friſt Appearance u Earth; fee, ſee | 

with what State 4g 3 the 

1 Vrael approaches his Domi 
nions! His Birth is uſher d in with joy- 

ful Signs and pompous Acclamations : 

. The Kings of Arabia and Saba bring Gifts; 

and the Stars conduct Foreigners into his 

Prefence. Abraham rejoices to ſee the Day; 

and the Choir of Angels deſcend to cele- 

brate the Nativity. The celeſtial Harps 

ſound the good Tidings of great Joy to all 

| Peopke, and the Tongues of Seraphims 

| ſing the chearful Anthem of Glory to God 

bi in the Higheft, and on Earth Peace, Good- 

Mill towards Men. „ 

| If we follow this Prince of Peace and 

; Glory, through ſome other Stages of Life 

upon Earth, we ſhall find nothing but the 

5 edemption of Iſrael concerted; and the 

Salvation of Soul and Body negotiated: 

2 are curd, and Devils expell'd; 

the Dumb ſpeak, and the ＋ hear; the 

Afiided ſing, and the Lame dance. Up- 

on theſe pleaſing I opicks, the Prophets 

break out into the moſt poetical Rap- 

tures, and deſcribe the Reign of their 

Meſſiah in the higheſt Strains of Meta- 

10.40. 1. 2, Phor and Oratory: Comfort ye, Comfort 

1 Je, my People. Speak ye comfortably to Fe- 

ruſalem, and cry unto her; that ber. N ar- 

fare is accompliſhed, and that ber Iniquity 

is pardoned: O Zion, that bringef good 

5 | 5 Nidings, 
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of Chriſt and the Baptiſt. 
Tidings, get thee up into the high Mountain : 
O Feruſalem, that bringeſt good Tidings, lift 
up thy Voice with Strength, for the Ranſom- 


Zion, with Songs and 2 oy u 
on their Heads: They ſball obtain Foy and 
Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing ſball flee 
away. The Wilderneſs and ſolitary Place 
ſpall be glad for them; and the Deſert ſbali 
rejoice, and bloſſem as the Roſe. It ſball 
bloſſom abundantly, and rejoice even with 
Joy and Singing; the Glory of Lebanon ſballi 
e given unto it, the Excellency of Carmel 
and Sharon. They ſball ſee the Glory of 
the Lord, and the Excellency of our God. 
Well therefore might St. Fobs the 
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Sermon 
XXI. 

Iſa. xx . 
ed of the Lord ſhall return, and come to SONY 


2, 10. 


Baptift give Teſtimony to thoſe joyful 


Times of Refreſhment, and allow ſo vaſt a 
Preference and Superiority to the Captain 
of our Salvation, by humbling himſelf, and 


magnifying his great Maſter. He muſt jotniii. 30, 


increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe. He that co 


meth from above, is above all : He that is 


the Earth, is earthly, and ſpeaketh of 


the Earth. I indeed baptize you with Was 
ter unto Repentance, but he that cometh f. 


ter me is mightier than I, whoſe Shoes T amt 


not worthy to bear He ſball baptize you 


with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire. 


From this Confeſſion of the Baptiſt 


concerning Chriſt Jeſus and himſelf, and 
the Tenour and Deſign of both their Doc= 


trines; from the pompous Deſcriptions 


in the 2 of the joyful Times of 


the Meſſiah, and the general View of 


propagating the Chriſtian Faith to all 


Natis 


i EEE 5 
* Ea. iv: 7 >. ö 
35 "a : : 
77 + 4 2 
=: 400 
7 A 
| Oh . ” 
Sermon 
„ e 
, . 
4 + 


” 


| rue TYyferent Condut? 
ations; we may ſee the Difference be- 
tween a public and a private Character, 


between a Maſter and a Servant; and may 


account for the open and generous Be- 


*haviour of our Lord, as well as the Abſti- 
nence and Retirement of the Baptiſt. 
This Difference was viſible enough to 
the Jews, and the Diſtinction too plain 


to admit of the Gavils and Exceptions in 


t Cor. i. 26. 


the Text. 


THIRDLY Then, Let us look a 
little more narrowly into the Tempers 


and Diſpoſitions of thoſe Men who were | 
ſo buſy in cenſuring the Conduct of Chriſt 


and the Bapti/t, and let us expoſe thoſe 


Vices which occaſioned ſuch baſe and | 


ſcandalous Reflections. | 
For our better Information in this 
Point, we need only caſt our Eye upon 
the 3oth Verſe of the viith Chapter of 
St. Luke's Goſpel, where we ſhall find the 
Ridiculers of our Saviour and the Baptiſt 
to be the Phariſees and the Lawyers, and 
their Crime ſtigmatiz d, by their reje#ing 
the Counſel of God againſt themſehves. 
It is obſervable from all the Evangeli/ts, 
that the Multitude reſorted to our Saviour, 
and the common People heard him gladly © 
That the Publicaus and Sinners obey d 
the Summons to Repentance, and the 
Poor and Needy were the moſt attentive 
Auditors of the Goſpel : But ant many 
Wiſe Men after the Fleſb, not many Mighty, 


- many Rich, not many Noble were called: 
Th 


e leading Part of the Fewiſh Nation 
| eonti- 
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continued faithleſs and incorrigible: The Sermon 


Rulers and Teachers in Iſrael] would not X 


ſtrike in with the Sentiments of the Vul- Www 


gar: The Rabbins and Doctors were too 
Wiſe to Learn; the Phariſees and Laws 


yers too Holy to need any Repentance. The 
all reje#ed the Counſel of God They all 


refus d thoſe Methods of Salvation which 
our Heavenly Father in his infinite Wiſ- 
dom had ordain d; and as vigorouſly op- 
pos d the Preaching of the Baptiſt, as 
they maliciouſly udervalued the Merits 
of a Redeemer. _ 8 5 
If, therefore, We would take a more 
diſtinct Survey of theſe Contemners of 
Chriſt, and. Scoffers at Chriſtianity, we 
muſt purſue their Actions thro the leve- 
ral Scenes of Pride, Prejudice, Malice; 
and Ob/tinacy ; thoſe fatal Obſtacles of a 


ſaving Faith, and miſchievous. Cauſes of 


Infidelity! © _. 1 3 
It, The Pride of the Phariſees occa- 
fon d their Rejection of Chriſt, and the 
ill Conſtruction of his Actions. | 
© Phariſaical Pride (as far as relates to 


our preſent Purpoſe) was an high Conceit 


of themſelves, and a diſdainful Opinion 
of others: Under this Notion, our Savi- 
our blames the Phariſtes for the Broads 
neſs of their Phyla#eries, and the Length 
of the Garments; for the Oftentation of 
their Prayers, and the Hypocriſy of their 


_ Fafts + And St. Luke gives us a ſurfeiting 


Inſtance of their Spiritual Pride, in the 
Example of a Phariſee and a Publican, 
who went np into the De to pray. The 
185 : ; 3 ; F by u bas 
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Sermon Pullican being conſcious of his own Guilt, 
XXI. would not lift up fo much as bis Eyes unto, 
Ye even, e e Bit BI YO. 

God, be merciful unto me a Sintter - But the 


Phariſee gloried in his Faſting twice in 


the Week, and paying Tithes of. all be Poſe. 


ſifſed; and.thank'd God that, be was nt as 


other Men are, Extortioners, Une Adul- ; 
terers, or even as this Publican, The Man 
(you ſee) is full of his own Excellencies, . 
and triumphs in the Merits of his Works, 


and ſeems to ſpeak with that Air of 


Confidence,, as if Heaven were. under Ob- 
ligations to him, and God himſelf were a 
Gainer by his Devotions. 4. on, #1 

"Now that this Inſtance of Pride and 
Oftentation was not only peculiar to the 
Ppariſes here mention d, but common 
to the whole Sect, will appear from 
their haughty Treatment of the Perſon; 
whom our Saviour had cured of a natural 


Join iz. 23, Blindneſs : For the Phariſees. roviled him, 


and ſaid, Thou waſt 1 in Siu, 
and deft. thou teach us ©. Thou. art the Dil 
35 of an Impoſtor, but, ue are Moſes's 


"a } 


0 


2 es Ve know that God | {bake um 0 


I es. A, for this Fellow, ue . know nat 
from bet , n e 

"From theſe Accounts, you may ſee. 
the Proceſs of a Phari/ajcal Pride, and. 
the great Diſtance it muſt keep the Bi- 
gots of that Sect from embracing the 
Goſpel: For Chriſtianity. is a mortifying 
and ſel-denying Doctrine, a Doctrine 
founded upon the Contempt of worldly. 
Grandeur and Arrogance, a Doctrine re- 
TT | ; commended 


of Chriſt and th# Baptiſt. 


commended by the Example. of its Ace Sermon 
and Eowly Legillator, and enfore'd by XXI. 
the unanimous Practice of his patient and Www 
ſuffering Diſciples. Except ye be converted Matt. xvii. 
(ſays our Saviour) and become as little 


Children, ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom 


of Heaven. For whoſoever will he great Ch. x. 26, 


among you, let him be your Miniſter * | And 
oe ver will be chief. among you, let him 
be your Servant. But how could the Lord= 
i [Temper of a Phari/ze ſubmit to theſe 
ſervile Offices of a Chriſtian? How: could 
the uppermoſt Seats in the Synagogues ſtoop 
to the Maſbing of the Fect of Pilgrims ! 
How could the Love. of Greetings in the 
Market, and the Aﬀectation of being cal- 
led Rabbi, Rabbi, take up with the In- 
famy of the Cro5, and triumph in the 


moſt ſcurrilous and barbarous Treatment? 


24ly, Let us conſider the Prejudices of 
the Phariſees againſt Chriſt and his Doc- 


The Phariſees had entertain'd- ſuch a 


-Set of Notions concerning the Meſhah, 
as were no ways ſuitable to the Life and 
Actions of the Bleſſed Jeſus ; and till theſe 
Præ- poſſeſſiuns were remov'd, and the 
Entertainers of them brought to a more 
candid: and ingenuous Lemper; it was 
Kee na ag that they ſhould embrace Truth, 
and 

1 


ive themſelves up to Conviction. 
they were confronted with any Pro- 


- phefies about the Birth, the Appearance, 


and Country of the Meſſiah, and preſſed 


with the ſtrongeſt Arguments that Jet 
muſt be the * who was to come, and 


d 2 that 


404 The Different Conduct 
Sermon that they could not look for another Then 
XXI. Prejudice would immediately cry out, 
Sal Chrift come out 'of Galilee © Search, 
g, and loo. For out of Galilee ariſeth no Pro- 
F n 
b If his Preaching were commended, and 
the raviſſ d Audience declar d, That ne- 
ver Man ſpake as this Man ſpeaketh; the 
Bigots of the Phariſaical Party would 
Preſently be raiſing of Doubts, and asking 
Matt. xiii, Of Queſtions? J hence hath this Man Wiſe 
5+ 5536 dom, and who is the Gamaliel that inſtru- 
him? Is not this the Carpenter's Son ? 
Is not his Mother called Mary? And his 
Brethren, James, and Toſes, and Simon, 
and Judas? And his Siſters, are they not 
all with us? Doth not the Meanneſs of 
his Birth ſhew him an Impoſtor, and the 
Infamy of his Kindred confute his Pre- 
tences to the Mef/iabſhip © 8 
Laftly, If his Miracles were ſo plain 


and overbearing, as to leave no Room for 


Exception, the Phariſees would maintain 
their Pre judices by the ſole Dint of Au- 


thority, and ſilence the Vulgar by the 


Ja nie, terrible Engine of Excommunication. T his 
Man (ay they) is not of God, becauſe he 
keepeth not the Sabbath=day. Give God the 

Praiſe e We know that this Man is a Sin- 

ner. His Miſſion is falſe, and all his Pre- 
tenſions Juggle and Cheat: Sorcery.and 
Witch-craſt are diſcernable in all his 

Matt. xii. Actions, aud he caſteth out Devils by Beel- 
* Zebub the Prince of Devils. „ 
So ſtrong were the Prejudices ! So ri- 
vetted and inveterate the Opinions of the 


Scribes 
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| Scribes and Phariſees ” And yet the Re- Sermon 


pute of Sanctity, and the Renown for XXI. 
Wiſdom was ſo great, of theſe prejudic'd www 
Perſons, that their Infidelity was gene- 
rally applauded, and the Faith of others 
condemned for Eaſineſs and Credulity. 

Have any of the Rulers, or of the Phari= John vi: at. 


ſees believed on him © But this People who ** 


knoweth not the Law, are curſed. | 

- 34ly, The next Vice which inſtigated 

the Phariſees to Infidelity, was Malice. 

There is pothing which the Scribes aud 
Phariſees had a greater Opinion of, than 

their own Knowledge; and upon this ve- 

ry Principle they ſtand ſelf-condemned _ 

and inexcuſable in their Actions. If ye john is. 42 
were blind (fays our Saviour) ye would | 
have no Siu; but now ye ſay, we ſee; there- 


fore your Sin r2maineth. Ye have forfeit- 
ed the Plea of Ignorance, and own'd your 


Proceedings the voluntary Effect of Spite 
and Rancour: Your Malice is a Bar a- 
gainſt Conviction, and cuts off the very 
Poſſibility of Repentance. , 
It would be endleſs to run into a Com- 
mon- Place concerning the Malice of the 
Phariſees ; but in Reference to our Sa- 
viour Chriſt (for which Reaſon we have 
now mentioned it) you will find it furi- 
ous and ungovernable, xy oc and 
implacable : It perverted his Words, and 
cenſur'd his Intentions ; it traduc'd his 
Life, and oppos'd his Miracles; miſre- 
2 his Charity, and ſpurn d at his 
reaching: It ſuborn d Witneſſes at his 


Trial, and brib'd the Soldiers at his Re- 


=... 7.; | 
Sermon ſurrection; petition'd for Murder in Op- 


XXI, 
= Blood 


1. v. 4. 
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fition to Innocence, and bound the Cur/e 

upon the Jets and their Children. 
4 bly, The laſt Crime of the Phari/ees, 
was their Obſtinacy. This was the Ce- 
ment and Union of all the Reſt, and what 
kept their Pride, their Prejudice, and Ma 


lice ſo cloſely compacted together. TWas 


Obſtinacy which augmented the Maligni- 
oY of every Fact, which provok d the 
epetition of Villany, and loaded the 


Agents with all the heightening Circum- 


ſtances and Aggravations of Guilt. I hat 
could have been done more to my Vineyard, 


hat ] haue not done in it? What farther 


Tenders could be made to a perverſe 
People? What greater Sacriſice offer d 


for Sin? But alas! the Zeal of God's 
People is hardened into Infidelity: Con. 


tradicting and Blaſpheming is their daily 
Exerciſe: Their Controverſy is with their 
Redeemer, and their Fighting againſt 
Heaven. 4 4 %% ( 
Look therefore upon the Chriſtian 
Doctrine of Faith and: Repentance, and 
tell me, What is then to be hop'd for 
from thoſe who never make a Proſelyte, 
but with a malicious Intention of makin 

him twofold: more the Child of Hell than 
themſelves. Preach Compaſſion to a Rock, 
and impart Softneſs to the Nether Milli- 
Stone And then ye may conclude, that 
the Ethiopian may change his Skin, and the 
Leopard his Spots, and those who are ac 
N to do Evil, may learn to do Good © 
Then, then indeed, ye may expect Re- 


lentings 


N 


R 


rr 
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incorrigible in our Tempers. 


_ "of Chriſt and the Baptiſt. 


Thus, my Brethren, I have run through 
the Obſtacles which the Goſpel met with 
from the Scribes and Phariſees, and repre- 
ſented to you the Cauſe which actuated 
the Zeal of Bigots: I have look'd into 
the Principles which fix'd ſuch an ill-na- 
turd Conſtruction upon the Actions of 
our Heavenly Maſter, and expos d the 


Vices which procur d ſuch barbarous 


Treatment both to Himſelf and his Fol- 
lowers. 8 
And as we are at this ſolemn Seaſon un- 
der the Diſcipline of Penance and Morti- 
tification, and are enter d upon ftricter 
Vows of Repentance and Amendment of 
Life, I thought it proper to lay open the 
Myſtery of Imquity, that we might not be 


1 in our Luſts, tenacious of our 


rrors, wavering in our Principles, and 


God grant, that all of us who name the 
Name of Chriſt, may be exemplary in our 
Lives, candid in our Behaviour, modeſt 


in our Cenſures, firm in our Obedience, 


and zealous in our Conformity. 


/ 


Grant, O Meek and hunible Jeſus, that 


we thy Servants, being ſtedfaſt in Faith, gs of 
joyful through Hope, and rooted in Charity, Bt. 


may crucifie the old Man with the Afﬀetions 
and Luſts, and utterly aboliſh the whole Bo- 
| 7 & dy 


lentings from the ſtiff- necked and obdu- Sermon 
rate Generation of Phariſees, and that the XXI 
proud Rabbi ſhould deſcend from the. 
State of Moſes's Chair, and with Tears 
and Compunction be an humble Auditor 
at the Feet of the deſpis d Galilean. 


403 The Different Conduct, &c. 
Sermon dy of Sin; and may ſo paſs through the 
XI. Bale of this —— Blew that final. 
y ve may come to the Land of 3 
Life; there to be Inheritors of thy Glory, 
and to reign with thee, and the Reſidue of 
thy Church, World without End. Amen. 


ä 


SERMON XXII. 


Luxx vii. 33, 34, 3% 


John the Baptift came neither eating 
Bread, nor drinking Mine,; and 
e ſay, He hath a Devil. | 

The Son of Man ts come eating and 
Canin and ye {®, Behold a glut- 
tonous Man, and a Wine-bibber, a 
Friend oi Publicans and Sinners. 

But Wiſdom is faſtified of all ber 
Children. 


{ 
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S the due 8 of Lent has Sermon 
been ſcandalouſly neglected in XXII. 
theſe later Ages, and the folemn www 

Duties of Repentance either ſlightly Per- 

form' d or totally omitted; ſo it is not to 

be doubted, but the Licentiouſacſs of 

the Pre/s, and the Inſolence of Deifts 

and Free- thinkers, have not contribut 

little to theſe Neglects and r ee 

We have been ſo much amuſed with 

Liberty and Property, as to forget the Ob- 

ligation and Confinement of Religion. 

We have run into ſuch extravagant No. 

tions of our De Birth=right, as to for- 

feit our Subjection and Dependance on 
our do And we have aſſerted ie 

257 gh 
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410 The Different Condutt 
Sermon high-flown Terms our Privileges by Na- 
XXII. ture, as to cancel the Doctrines of Grace, 
aud render of none Effect the Diſpenſati- 
ns of the GO Del. 5 
In the midſt of this Torrent of Impie- 
ty, I cannot be ſo partial as to deny, that 
. good Laws have been enacted for 
the Suppreſſion of Vice, and the Encou- 
ragement of Virtue: But the Execution 
has been too languid to retard the Pro- 
greſs of Infidelity, and the Intereſt of 
Vice ſo prevalent, as to defeat the pious 
Intentions of our Legiſlators. Let the 
Law threaten, aud the 
let the Civil Power brandiſh her Sword, 
and the Church thunder out her Auat he- 
ma s; yet Luft will always mutiny under 
Confinement, Pride will hector in Defence 
of corrupted Nature, and Envy gnaſh at 
thoſe Precepts which would curb her Pre- 
tentions, and reduce her Tyranny. Vice 
is querulous and uneaſy, petulant- and 
boiſterous : She continually finds ſome 
Handle to upbraid Virtue, and will catch 
Hold of the moſt innocent Liberties to 
perplex the Scrupulous, and ſcandalize 
the weaker Chriſtians. | 
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" Wake Our Reft is 
Vigilance Deſign. © 
Whether we Eat, or whether we Ab- 
ſtain - Our Indulgence is Gluttony, and our 
Forbearance Pride. 8 TON <0: 
Whether we Sing, or whether we 
Mourn Our Mirth is frothy, and our 
ne e 
Whether 


udges Storm; 


Whether we 155 or whether we | 
Drowſineſs, and our 


h> LL... FX ok ' hook 


rin 
F Chriſt and the Baptiſt. 


2 Whether we Pray, or Whether we give Sermon 
Thanks: The Devil is ſuppos d to be ſtill XXII. 
in our Hearts, and all our different Acti- WWay 


ſuaſion. 5 | 
Thus when John the Baptiſt came nei- 
ther Eating Bread, nor Drinking Wine ; 
Te ſay that be bath a Devil. 9 
When the Son of Man came Eating and 
Drinking; Ye jay, Behold, a gluttonous 
Man, and a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Pub= 
licans and Sinners, _ l 
But Wiſdom is juſtified of all her Children. 
For the better Underſtanding and En- 
forcement of theſe Words, I made the 
following Propoſals to you, in my laſt 
4 e | Fry If 


FIRST, To ſet before you the dif 
ferent Method of Living which is 
here aſcribed to our Saviour and St. 


John. 


SECONDLY, To proye the Suita- 
bleneſs of this difterent Method of 
Life, as founded. upon the different 
Characters which both theſe Perſons 


were to ſuſtain, and the various Parts 
they were to act upon Earth. 


THIRDLY, To enquire into the 
Tempers and Diſpoſitions of thoſe 
Men, who were ſo buſy in Cenſuring 
the Conduct of Chriſt and the Bap- 
tiſt, and to expoſe thoſe Vices which 

O)ecaſioned ſuch baſe and ſcandalous 
Reflections, * FOURTH» 


ons are inſtigated by his Subtilty and Per- 


412 The Different Conduct 
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XXII. FOURTHLY, To raiſe ſome uſe- 


ul Obſervations from the Variety of 

Conduct here mentioned, and the 

malicious Conſtruction which the 
Feus put upon it. 


FIFTHLV, To apply all to your 


Conſciences, in a few obvious and 


Practical Inferences. 


The Three former of theſe Particulars 


T have ſufficiently handled in my laft Dif- 
courſe; and I ſhall now treſpaſs upon your 
Patience, whilſt I apply myſelf in the 


_ FOUR TH. Place, To raiſe ſome. 
uſeful Obſervations from the Variety of 
Conduct mention'd in the Text; and the 
malicious Conſtruction which the Jews 
put upon it. . 


FIRST, I obſerve the Lawfulneſs 


of an abſtemious and reſery'd, as well 
as of a more free and 155 Beha- 
viour; and the proper Uſe to be 
made both of Feaſting and Pennance, 
at different Times, and upon diffe- 
rent Occaſions, TAY 


SECONDLY, The Neceſſity we 

may all lie under through the Courſe 

_ of our Lives, of Indulging or Ab- 

 _ . ſtaining, of attending Feſtivals, or 
ſubmitting to Mortification. = 


50 THIRDLY, 


* 2 * 


| of Chriſt and the Baptiſt. 413 
2 Sermon 
f THIRDLY, The Difficulty of ples- XXII. 
| ſing all People in theſe and fuch- * 


like Inſtances ore our common De- 
portment. 


| FOUR THLY, The Fes We 
muſt probabl undergo. i in the lawful 
_ Vie 7 our 22 Liberty. n 


: FI FTHLY. The hei ghtning Circum- 

_ +. ſtances of an Abuſe which are here 

conve prudent to us under the opprobrious 
Names of 4 Devil, a gluttonous Man, 

4 Wine-bibber, a Friend f Publicans 

and Sinners. 1 . 


SIXT HL V, The e ſhe” 
uncharit.ble Temper of thoſe Per- 
- ſons who judge only by the outward 
eee and are bs politive and 
_ dogmatical 1 in pronouncing indi oc | 
Things, odious and criminal. 2 


SEV ENTHLY, That this malici- 
ous Treatment which was deſign d 
to deſtroy, is frequently the Occaſion 
of ſupporting Truth; Wiſdom is it 
6 all ber Chilaren. 1 


FIR ST, I collect from the Text the 
Lawfulneſs of an abſtemious and reſerv d, 
as well as of a more free and open, Beha- 
viour; and the proper Uſe to be made 
both of Feaſtin ag and Pennance, at diffe- 
rent Times, an upon different g 

wou 


414 The Diferent Condutt 
Sermon I would not, by any Means, from the 
XXII. Example of our Saviour, infer the perpe- n 
\WyV tual Obligation of Eating and Drinking, tr 

or from the Abſtinence of St. John, re- 
commend the conſtant Practice of Retire- * 
ment and Pennance; becauſe this Way of I 
Arguing would not only tend to the De- 7 
ſtruction of human Nature, but muſt alſo ſe 
vacate ſome of the moſt important Pre- te 
cepts of Religion and Morality. Feaſting 15 
and Moytification may, in ſome Senſe, be a 
ſtyl'd Hulſſerent Things, and are very pro- be 
perly to be reckon'd amongſt the Oecaſio- ec 
nal Duties of Chriſtianity. The Rules of N 
Prudence and Conveniency muſt interpoſe F 
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' In their Uſe and Application: The Con- 
ſtitution of 8 and Minds muſt be 
duly weighed; and the Commands of 
our Superiours, and the Good of the Com- 
munity, are to determine our Aﬀent in 
the Exerciſe of ſuch Duties. Time and fo 
Place have a great Power towards the 74 
Comelineſs and Deceney of moſt Actions: 77 
And the Cuſtom of our particular Coun- 3/4 
| try, and the Practice of the Neighbour- 0 
hood where we live, muſt juſtify our Con- 
formity, where neither Divine nor Human co 
Laws have laid their contrary Reſtraints th 
upon us. Thus Solomon hath inf orm'd us, Þ m 
Keel. iti. 1, that to every Thing there is a Seaſon, and a F. 
2,45 Time to every Purpoſe under Heaven + el 
Time to be born, aud à Time to die- A Time || fol 
to embrace, and a Time to refrain from em- lat 
bracing + A Time to weep, amd a Time to tre 
laugh. A Time to mourn, and a,Timeto | © 
dance. Neid DOQH 1 Enn. THEFT ſec 
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of Chriſt and the Baptiſt, = 475 
As to the particular Times and Lawful- Sermon 
neſs of Feaſting, the Practice of the Pa- XXII. 


8 


triarchs and good Men before the Law. 


J...; xm y TIT 2 


the Inſtitutions of God by the Mouth of 
Moſes, and the ſanctifying of Months and 
Days; the Proclaiming of Tubilees 10 
Paſſovers, and the ſeveral Proceſſions and 

ſolemn Appearances of the Iſraelites, are 


too evident and glaring Proofs to be de- 


ny d or contradicted by the moſt reſery d 

and Cynical Perſon. Certainly, he muſt 
be a Stranger in J/rael, who is unacquaint- 
ed with the Sound of the Trumpet on the 
New Moons, and the merry Tabret. and: 
Harp upon the ſolemn Feaſt=Days. Cer- 
tainly, He muſt have neither Eyes nor 
Ears, who has not ſeen the Fatlings bleed, 
and the Mars ſmoak; Who has. nor 


1 heard the young Men Singing, and beheld 

in the Virgins Dancing: This was ordaiud 

d for à Lau in Facob, aud a Statute in I, 

1 | rad! + A Feaſt is made for Laugbter, and keel. v. rg. 
: | Wine maketh Merry. Bread is to ftrengthen, © 
n- Mans Heart, and Oyl to make bis Face, 
-N oye < cnn EK 5 
n- Under the New Teftament, our Savioum 

an conform'd to theſe joyful Aden Of is 
its the Law and the Uſages of his Country- 

us, men, and was ſo far from abrogating old 

a Feſtivals, that he comply d with the Ce- 

A lebration of ſeyeral New Ones, which the 

me | ſole Authority of Men had introduc'd in 

n. | later Ages, for the Commemoration ot 

fo Þ treſh Benefits to the Jewiſh Nation. 
10 | This Argument might be. farther . 

* ſecuted, N and Feſtivity juſſi — 
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The Different Condutt 
did not the Offices of our Church, at this 
Time, more call our Attention to the 
Rigours of a Lem, than the Gaieties 
an Eafter or a Pentecoſt + When theſe 
Feſtivals 1 we may. anoint our 


Head with Oil, and exchange the Spirit of 
4 for the Garment of Praiſe. But 


at pre ent we muſt be contented to be 


girded with Sack-cloth, and to wallow in 


Abbes; and either to abſtain totally from 


the Diverſions of this World, or to moi- 
fen our Bread with Weeping, and mingle 


„ ORAL DC TROY 
No Man, I preſume, can doubt of the 
Lawfulneſs of theſe mortifying Practices, 
who compares ſome Paſſages of our Sa- 


viour's future Life, with the preſent De- 


8 of St. John. For though the 


ext mentions an Oppoſition between the 


Eating of the One and the Ahftemiouſusſs 
of the Other; yet this chiefly. relates to 


the more general Circumſtances of Life, 


and does not hinder an occaſional Confor- 


between them in the Progreſs and 


mit 
Diſcharge of their Miniftry. What Rea- 


ſons may be produc d for this different 
Way of Behaviour has been the MET 
11 

ficulty ſhould reſt on your Minds, and the 
Eati 7 and Drinking of the Son of Man in 
ext ſhould ftill ſeem repugnant to 

his own mortifying Example and Doc- 
Places of Scripture, and 

more eſpecially to that eminent Faſt of 
Forty Days and Forty Nights which we 


of 2 former Enquiry: But leſt any 


the 


trine in other 


now commemorate and taintly imitate ; 


'Tihhall 


A xa NV £©A 
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my 
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„neee 


e Christ and che Baptilt 


Diſciples for the Freedoms they took with 


ublicans and Sinners, and ſdid unto bim, 


all endeavour to take off the Difficulty 7 Ser mon ' 
and to juſtify the Variety of Practice from XXII. 
his own remarkable Words: When the 


„ WOW ˙ SY WS - 


| Why do the Diſeiples of Yohn faſt en, and late v 6 
make Prayers, and 3 the Diſci ples of 5 337 345 


the Phariſees ;, but thine eat and drink 
Jeſus ſaid unto them, Can ye make the Chit- . 
dren of the Bride-chamber faſt, while the 
Bridegroom is with them? But the Days 
Will come, when the Bridegroom ſhall be taken | 
from them, then ſhall, they faſt. 
The Purport of this Paſſage is, That 


'* — 
9 > 


there are proper and diſtinet Seaſons _ 
« for moſt Actions, and our own Neceſ- 
< fſities muſt preſcribe the Meaſure, and 
« Prudence direct us in the Exerciſe of 
them. What is ſtrictly lawful may not 
be always expedient; and what is fome- 
times a Duty, may at other times be 


an Affront. Abſtinence at a Wedding, 


is as great a Contradiction as Laughter 
Hat a Funeral. The Bridegroom may 
be ſoon brought to his Sables, and the 
„Wide throw. off her Weeds; but let 
not the Solemnity of a Wedding be 
„ damp'd, and the Houſe of Mourning 
<'turnd into Dancing and Ridicule. ' 
« Laughter and Sorrow are equally lav? 
ful; but the Uſe of both muſt be diſ- 
« cretional, and the Action welbtim d 
« and duly circumſtantiated, or elſe the 
* Agent will be expos d, and his Con- 
duct become ridiculous,” 1 


e 


S 


XXII. Saviour is reconcileable with himſe f, and 
A T his preſent Eating and Drinking is no ways 


| 


; The Different Conduct . 


From what has been faid, I hope our 


contradictory to his future Abſtinence, 
and frequent Injunctions of Self-denial 
«6d Nie fiffenesnsn 


\ 51 
. 4 


_ +. SECONDLY, I am to conſider the 
Neceſſity we may all lie under, thro' the 


and. Paſſions are torm'd, that a may be 
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But there is a Time 765 all Things And 
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Rigour and Diſcipline of Penance, The Sermon 
" Bridegroom is taken 1725 us, and ut muſt XX 
faſt ; and if we, would 


nd it Id do it according to . 
his Example, and would obtain the EF ds 
which the Inſtitution aims at, our Humi- 


liation muſt be attended with Bodily Se- 


verity, Internal Sorrow, Ardent Prayer, 


Religious Retirement, the Avoidance of 
Show, and the Exerciſe of Charity. 


_ Fir/t, Faſting is to be attended with 
ſome Severity to the Body. Not, I pre- 
ſume, that there is any inherent Virtue in 


Whippings and Scourges, or any Merit in 


tedious Journeys and foreign Pilgrimages 3 
but the mortifying of the Fleſh may re- 
vive the Spirit, and the Depreſſion of the 
Body exalt the Mind and invigorate our 
Faith. No Man can be obliged to ſtarve 


himſelf for the ſake of Religion, or to ex- 


pet Martyrdom by the Aſſiſtance of Self- 
murder: Vet the curbing of the Appetite 
is both Phyſick and Devotion, and the 
Crucifying of the Fleſh with the Afﬀfetions 
and Luſts, is the very Effence of Chriſtia- 


| nity, and the Perfection of a Believer. 


As the Pleaſure of Sin proceeds from a 
fond Indulgence of the animal and brutiſh 


Part of us; ſo Grace will flouriſh by the 


Suppreſſion of corrupted Nature, and the 
Growth of Religion is principally to be 
aſcribd to a regular Management of the 
Body. Would you preſerve your Hpuſe, 
uench the Flame, and withdraw the 
2 Would you take the Toyn, an- 
noy the Enemy within, and cut off freſh 
Succours from without. Strait is the Gate, 
N KS and 


420 - The Different Conduct 
Sermon and narrow is the Way. that leadeth to 
XXII. Life: Many are the Provocations to Vice, 
and lender the Guard of Virtue. / here- 
att u. fore I mortify my Members which are upon 
Cor. iz. Earth, and keep under my Body, and bring 
„it into Subjedion, left that by any Means 


when I have preached to others, I myſelf 


ſhould be a Caft-away. For ye are not 
Debtors, Brethren, to the Hleſb, to live after 
Rom. viii, The Fleſh * For if ye live after the Fleſh, ye 
-12.13- Hall die; but if ye thro the Spirit do morti- 


5 he Deeds of the Bolly, ye ſhall live. 


Secondly, I he Aftition of the Mind. 
as well as the Pumſbment of the Body, is 


a neceſſary Ingredient of Faſting. A true 


| Penitential Sorrow lies deep and heavy, 


and ſpreads a Melancholy and Dejection 
thro” all the ſecret Apartments of the In- 
ward Man. Guilt and Remorſe corrode 
on the Conſcicnce, and the Floods of 
the Eyes are diſcharg'd from the Foun- 
tain of the Heart. Why art thou ſi ex- 
 ceediny heavy, O my Soul © Why art thou 
fo difquicted within me. Why? Alas! But 
Job w. 4. for the Terrors of the Lord, which do ſet 
themſeFees, in Array againſt me, and the Poi- 
ſen of the Almighty's Arrows which drink 
up my Spirits, Thou writeſt bitter Things 
againſt me, and makeſt me to poſſeſs the Sins 
of my Youth.” Under this State of Anguiſh 


and Dereliction, How hideous , is the. 


Shape of Sin! How averſe the Counte- 
nance of Virtue! What Relentings ariſe 
for loſt Opportunities, and what Remorfe 
Pf. lei. for contemn'd Favours! Mill the Lord 


7/% abſeat bimſelf for ever, and will he be no 


more 
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more iitreated 9- Hath God forgotten to be Sermon 
gracious, and will be ſbut up bis Loving XXII. 
Kindneſs in Diſpleaſure ? Cannot Sorrow WWW 


and Obedience pacify his Wrath, and a 
Broten Heart and a contrite Spirit inter- 
cen” ivr IH 
_ Thirdly, Prayer is another great Atten- 


dant upon Faſting.” For as the Mind 


ſufters by her Union with the Body, and 
is dampd and cloyd' in her Religious 
Enterprizes by the ' Curbs and Reftraints 
of Fleſh and Blood; ſo it is neceſſary that 
all Impediments ſhould} be removed for 
the freer Uſe of Contemplation, and the 
more boundleſs Flights of Devotion. We 
know the Proſpect of the Inward Man is 
darkened by F umes and Vapours, and 
that Drunkenneſs and Gluttony bring La- 
zineſs and Stupidity upon all the ſpright- 
ly Faculties of the Soul. But Faſting 


and Abſtinence diſſipate the Fogs, and 


introduce a moſt gloricus Light through. 
the Regions of Sin and Darkneſs. When 
the Bodily Encumbrances are remoy'd, 
and Riot and Wantonneſs ceaſe ;' the Scul 
grows quick in her Perceptions, ardent 
in her Defires, conſtant in her Purſuits, 
and importunate in her Addreſſes. There 


is no longer any Numbneſs or Lethargy 


in her A Exerciſes,” no longer any 
Coldneſs in the Heart, or Interruption 
from the Friend or the Battle; but the 


momentous Affairs of another World are 


tranſacted with Vigour and Aſſiduity 
and Heaven itſelf is taken by the Violece 


and Ardor of Devotion. 


E. e 3 Fourth. 


422 


The Different Conduct . 


Cor - Fourthly, Retirement ſhould be a Cons. 


XXII. 


Matt, vi. 
18. 


comitant of Fafting For the Soul at this 


Time being wholly tobe given unto Prayer, 


ſhould avoid all Diverſions and Hindran- 
ces, and appear no more openly, than 


the Public Service of the Church, and the 
_ general Offices of Religion, require: For 
muſt be 


the Remainder of the D: 20 0 
ſedate and reſerv'd, and ſequeſter herſelf 
as much as. poſſible from the Hurry and 


Diſtraction of Worldly Buſineſs. Our 
Saviour himſelf reſorted to ſolitary Places 


for the more convenient and vigorous Ex- 


erciſe of Devotion, and made Choice of 


a Mountain for the Performance of that 
moſt ſolemn and eminent Faſt of Forty 
Days and Forty Nights ; His: Advice to 
us upon the ſame Occaſion, is, Jo enter 
into our Cloſet when Te faſt, and to ſbut the 
Door, and to pray unto. our Father which is 
in ſecret, and our Father which ſeeth in 


ſecret, fall reward us openly. Solitude 


will compoſe our Thoughts, and e 
diſpel and baniſh Cares: ae will 
rocure a joyful Admiſſion, and Faith- 
— qualify us for the Almighty's Fa- 
_ Fiftbly, A farther Argument for Re- 


tirement in Fafting, is, the Avoidance of 


Oſtentation. Rather than to pray ſtanding 
in the Corners ꝙ the Street, and to disfigure 


our Faces to be ſeen of Men, our Saviour 
has introduc'd the waſbing of our Counte- 
nances, and tie anoint ing of our Heads with 
Oil, into the Offices of Faſting - For by 
this Means Hypoeriſy. will be avoidec 
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and true Humility encourag d; the out» Sermon 
ward Act will be Glguiſel, ang the in- XXII. 
5 Sorrow appear to an Omniſcient 
God. Lis our Hearts are to be rent, and 
not our Garments; tis Bin, is to be morti 
710 and Pade Tomb bled, and not our 
ad hom d down. lite 4 Bulruſb, and our 


Bodies diſorder d by an ee and 


fe eigned Dreſs. 


Sixthly and Lafty, To com leat our 
F 'a/ting, it muſt abs, To. Ap Charity. 

ce muſt abſtain. ourſelves. to obli ge 
others: We muſt retrench the Superflui 1 
ties of our Dan. and put off the Exceſs 
of Apparel, that we — give Bread to 
the . ry, and Cloathing to the Naked. 

All that I have inculcated to you be- 
fore, concerning Sorrow, Penance, Prayer; 
and Retirement, can be 'of but little Effi- 
cacy, in the judgment of 1/aiah, towards 
the Celebration of a true Faſt, without, 
the Aſſiſtance, of Charity. Is it ſuch à lfa.lvii. 3. 
Faſt. that ¶ have choſen © A Day for a. 
Man to affiitt his Soul © Is it. to bow | Hog 
his Head as a Bulruſb, and to ſpread Sacks) 
cloth and; Aſhes; under him? Milt thou call 


- this a Faſt, and an — Day to the: 
Lord ? Are the Poſtures of the Body an | 


Index of the Mind? And. Pageantry and. 
Deen the real Fruits. of ſubſtantial : 
Piety? Ie nt this the Faſt. that I have er. 617 
choſen ? To looſe the Bands of Wickedne(s,. 
to undo the heavy Burdens, and to let the 
refſed. go free, and that ye; break every 
ohe ? Is 1 not to deal thy Bread to the 
Hungry, and that thou bring the Poor that 
Ee 4 are 


424 The® Different Condutt 
| Sermon are caſt out, to thy Houſe? When thou FA 
; XXII. the ad, that thou cover him, and that 

n hou hide not thy ſelf from thine own Fleſh.” 

Such Faſting is grounded upon Princi- 
ple, and actuated by Love: Such Faſt- 8 
9 is a Death unto. Sin, and a _ unto 
btcouſneſs ; an Honour to thy aker, 

Jn, a Grace to thy Religion; a Service 
to thy Neighbour, and a Kindneſs to | 
thy ſelf.” For if thou draw out thy Soul ta 
| 


_ « kk 


the Hungry, and ſatisfy the afflited Soul; 

then ſol thy Sun riſe in Obſeurity, and thy 

Darkneſs be as the Noon-day': Then fall 

thy Light break forth as the Morning, and ; 

ae Freatth 7 ſpring forth ſpeedily 

Dine Health (1 ſay) fball ſpring forth 
ſpeedily ! This fingle, but remarkable. 

Conſideration of Health, ſhould have a 

Charitable Influence u n ſuch Strangers 

in this Places, as by this Help of a plen- 

tiful Fortune, are enabled to Aten Noſe 

Medicinal Waters, and may ſtand indebt- 

ed to God for his repeated and miracu- 

1ous Cures of their A and broken 
Conſtitutions, © N 

The Orphans court your on the one 

hand, and the Lepers on the other: The 

Lochs of the Hungry move your Compaſ- 

ſion; andthe Groans of the Sick demand 

Job jr. 0. your Aſſiſtance. Tour Alms fal! geliver 

© you from Death,” and ſu Ver you not to come 

into Darkneſs. The Efficacy of your 

Prayers, and the Acce 5 of our 

Faſting, Apen e 2 


A „Bub. | Ve Nen en py 1 


; * 83 3 * ; „„ + 3% 2 
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F Chriſt and th! Baptiſt. 

TY | 1d the Baptiſt. 


your Hands and the Promiſe of Life 
and Immortality is founded and built up- XXII. 


on Charity. 


I have now finiſhed what I propos d 
to inſiſt upon at this Time; and having 
raisd my Diſcourſe upon ſome Part of 
the Deportment of our Saviour and the 
Baptiſt, T think that T cannot more ap- 
potitely conclude the Whole, than by 
connecting together "T'wo Colle#s of our 
Church, wherein our Devotions are to be 


regulated by the prevailing Examples of 


trot. 
Sermon 


theſe eminent Perſons. 


+ O Ali ty God, by whoſe Providence 
thy Servant John Baptiſt was wonder= 


| fully born, and ſent to prepare the Way 


of thy Son our Saviour, by Preaching of 


Repentance , make us ſo to follow his 


Doctrine and holy Life, that we may 

truly repent according to his Preaching, 
and after his Example, conftantly ſpeak 
the Truth, boldly rebuke Vice, and pa- 
tiently ſuffer for the Truths Sake. 


Be thou alſo farther pleas'd, O indul- 


gent Lord and Redeemer, + who. 


for our Sake didſt faſt forty Days aud 
forty Nights, to give us Grace to uſe 
ſuch Abſtinence, that our Fleſb being 


ſubdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey 


See Sermon XIX. 
i Collect for St. John Baptiſt, | 
Collect for the firſt Sunday in Lent: 


hy. 


— 


426 De Different Conduct, Rc. 9 
Sermon  .thy godly Mations in Righteouſueſs and 


XXII. true Holineſs, to thy Honour aud Glory, 


- who liveſt and reigueſt with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, 
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Luxx. vii. 33, 34, 35 | 
bbs the Baptiſt came neither eating 
7 Bread, nor drinking Mi ine 2 and 
ye ſay, He hath a Devil. 


The Son of Man 1s come eating and 
drinking ; and ye ſay, Behald a 
gluttonous Man, and 4 Waine-bib- 
ber; a F. riend "1 Publicans and 
Sinners. 9 1 

But Wiſdom is juſtified \ all her 
_ Chilaren. ; 


been the Subject of Two" Di 


our Attention a Third be] 
At our laſt Meeting, I BY pos'd the 
Seven following Obſervations your Con- 
ſideration. i 


FI RST, PT be Lawfülneſz of an abltc- 
mious and reſerv d,. as well as of 2 
more free and open, Behaviour; and 

the proper Uſe to be made both of 
F the pro and Penance, at different 


* and upon different Oecaſions. 
SECONDLY, 


{ F % | 
i! #7 © * 
III 4 


H Es E Words have already Sermon 
if. XXIII 


courſes, and would now. upplore 
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XXIII SECONDLY, The n 


may all lie under through the Courſe 
of our Lives, of Iadulging or Alſtain- 


; ing, of attending Fe/7ivals or ſub- 


mitting to Mortification. 


TH IRDLY, The Difficulty of 

leafing all People! in theſe and ſuch- 

like Inſtances of our common De- 
Porte : 


" FOUATHLY, The Gender we- 


_ muſt probably undergo i in the awful 
Ole of our Chriſtian 1 


Finn, The 88 Gir- 
cumſtances of Abuſe which are here 
convey'd to us under the opprobri- 
ous Names of 2 Gluttoncus Man, a 


Minesbibber, and à Friend of 1 


caus and Sinners. 


SIX THLY T The Aiſa ingenuous Rnd 
uncharitable Temper ot. thoſe Per- 
| ſons who judge only by the outward 
Appearance, and are ſo poſitive and 


dogmatical in pronouncing [ndiffe- 
rent Things, od, qug and ng hay 


SEVENTHLY, That the malici- 
ous Treatment which was defi gnd to 
. is b Tauch; e en ba 

portin; M iſdom is gufti 
77 os all b er LES F 


*. 4 * 
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I I ſhall not now fatigue you with a Re- Sermon 
petion of what I lately deliver d upon XXIII. 
the To firſt of theſe general Heads, but 
fall directly upon the Diſcuſſion of tge 
CTTTTTTTTTTTT Ca na 
The Difficulty of pleaſing all People 
in ſuch-like Inſtances of our common De- 
portment, as the Text aſeribes to our 
Saviour and St. ht. 
Now this Difficulty doth commonly 
ariſe from a partial fore of our ſelves, 
from the Difference of human Sentiments, 
from a Weakneſs of Judgment, from the 
Contrariety of worldly Intereſt, from the 
various Cuſtoms of Living, and the In- 
dulgence of ſome proud Paſſions and per- 
verſe Inclinations. For it is too uſual, 
alas! for Men to judge of others by their 
own particular Humours, and to form 
their Notions of Right and Wrong, from 
a View of their own Practices; not only 
in Religion and Morality, but in the or- 
dinary Paftimes and Occupations of Life z 
in Looks and Geftures, in Eating and 
Drinking, in ſpending our Time and 
wearing of Apparel; we are generally 
Bigots and umoriſts, and have ſome 
darling Tenets and favourite Cuſtoms 
which we regret to part with. The 
World is as tenacious of Ceremonies as of 
more wwerghty Matters; and Men, by long 
Exerciſe, ſo habituate themſelves to Tri- 
fles, as to cenſure and upbraid Others for 
the Neglect of them. Thus their Tale 
muſt be the Standard, their Dre/5 the 
moſt modiſh, their Learning the ar 
ö N 12921415 - . ; : Ule- 
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13 leg, their e the moſt 8e 
XXIII. ing, and their Courſe of Life. the. moſt 
ca 
It is very ſurprizing "for a Perſon of 
good Nature anc 7 to ſee 
o fom E Mea , will, row old in For ' OrMa=- 
lities; TR they will harden'd. in, Af- 
ection and Singularity, and ſtickle as 
hard for a few antick and ridiculous Cuſ- 
the 1 deen ao, an Article. 100 their 18 
erty of ingdom. The 
meaſures Men's da by the Obi ag 
vance of Sabbat hs, he Phariſee by 
the Brondheſs "to 2 1 Hlackeries. The 
Separatift is always canting about Free 
Worſpip and Powerful Prayer, and pity- 
ing thoſe mi guided . in, Who ſtiut 
the * rit, and deaden the Devotion by car- 
nal. Forms, The Enthuf* Maft talks of no- 
thing but New Vi/ i, Revelatious, 
and looks contemptib V7 upon thoſe i 
rant Souls, whoſe darken d Undertand- 
ings are incapacitated for Truth, and 
whoſe yul ar Way of Thinking can attain | 
to no, "Felb iſcoveries. 
_ In the Buſineſs of Learning, we run in- 
to the ſame n of Opinions, and 
continually di Pan one another by the 
8 Lug 
dies: The Fop contemns the mere Scho- 
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Mind 255 be more 2 A x 2 — 
employ d in Retirement than Converſa- 
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* 
a 


tion. T he Antiquary ſpeaks contempti- Sermon 


bly of Polite Learning; and the Moderniſt XXIII 
exclaims as much againſt the Dulneſs of 


Antiquity. The Philoſopher ſnarls at the 
Smoothneſs of the Orator, and the Flaſh, 
of the Poet; whilit the Poet and the Ora- 
tor in their Turns ſufficiently expoſe the 
Crabbedneſs of Terms, and the Jargon of 
Philoſophy. Your Syſtematical Men make 
heavy Outcries againſt Fathers and Coun 

cils, and are like to ſwoon at the volu- 
minous 'T'omes of St. Chry/oftome and St. 

Auguſtine ; but your Lovers of Primitive 
8 y are for fetching Truth from 


the Fountain, and will allow nothing for 


7 „ ana) ibis. aids eee 22d; 5 
In all theſe Inſtances, you ſee the Va- 


- 


Sterling, but what is ſtamp'd with Anti- 


riety of Opinions, the Prevalence of Cu- 


ſtom, the Fondneſs of Self-love, and ſuch 
Peculiarities in Taſte, and Fancy, that it 


is Fe upon the Principles of Natu- 


ral Freedom, to conform with all Hu- 
mours, and to live in the, World as Men, 
without diſguſting Parties, or provoking, 
Factions. M Er Kee a 


' FOUR THLY, I proceed to the 
Cenſures We muft probably undergo in 
the lawful Uſe of our Cbriſtian Liberty. 
For Calumny muſt be expected, aud Op- 
preſſion borne, as long as Prejudice, En- 

P | in i W IL Id. 


vy, and Partiality remain in the World. 
When the Guilty are upbraided by the 
Practice of the Innocent, they will have 
a ſecret Conſciouſneſs of their own N 

| by” 
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Sermon and hate the Monitors for the Sake of 
XXIII their Monitions. He that is. not with the 
2 Men of this World, 5s againſt. them - He 
who does not ſwim: with the Tide, is 


ſuppos d to ſtop the Current, 5 and inter- 
rupt the Pleafure. of Others. How angry 
are the Juvenile and Airy Part of Man- 
kind with the Gravity and Sedateneſs of 
Age? How Satyrical is the noiſy and 
clamorous- Prater upon the Silence and 
Modeſty of the Meek ? What Plots and 
Seditions does the buſy Politician diſco- 
ver in the Breaſt of his | harmlefs and well- 
meaning Neighbour? © 
Thus Solpied en paſs for Heidehee, 
and Folly and Cenfire ufurp tie Throne 
of Judgment! From theſe little Diſlikes, 
Men are led to think their 10 af- 
fronted,” their Intereſt leflen'd and their 
Perſons und ervalued: And from hence 
ariſes the Coldneſs of F riendſhip, and 
the Breach of Corxeſſ ſpondence; the Fre- 
quency of Duels, and the Commitiion of 
Murder. J 137. IEIIT.” 

© Happy then wild] it be for the Ig 
vernment of this World, and the Securi- 
ty of private Families, if Men would put 
on, the Bowels of Mercy, Long-ſuffering, 
and Forbearance, and frankly give thoſe 


Liberties to others, Which they are = , 


tond of taking themſelves ! apph, it 
they would regard true Honour Vir 
tue, and ſlight the ſenſeleſs Pretences of 


Form and Punctilio, and would be cha- 


ritable to Infirmities and ens and 
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ance. and brotherly Indulgence, Men run 
into greater Exceſſes of Cenſure, and 
grow more laviſh and extravagant in their 
Speeches. For, 1 


FIFTHLY, I obſerve the Height- 
ening Circumſtances of Abuſe which is 
here convey'd to us, under the opprobri- 
ous Names of 4 Devil, a Gluttonous Man, 
a Wine-bibber, a Friend to Publitans and 
Sinuers. Ed e 

Firft, For the Name of Devil. This 
is the higheſt Infamy which could be 
thrown upon Man, and what (if beliey'd) 
muſt render the Appearance of a Prophet 
odious, and prove his Doctrine an Im- 
poſture. Who would be ſeduc'd by his 
moſt implacable Enemy; or who would 
liſten to the Inſtruction of Hell? Who 
would even bare the Company of a Per- 
| ſon poſſeſſed, for fear of * againſt 
Heaven, and incurring the Puniſhment 
of Apoſtate Angels? And yet this Com- 
pliment of having a Devil was very fami- 
liar with the Phariſees, and not only gi- 
ven to St. John, but to our Saviour allo, 
upon ſeveral remarkable Occaſions. If 
they could not reſiſt the Force of a Mi- 
racle, they flew to the old Artifice of Ca- 


lumny, and made Impudence out- face 


Reaſon, and Malice defy Ominipotence. 


If the Blind were cured, the Lepers heal- 


ed, or the Dead raiſed 3 theſe ſeveral 


Ff Operations 


of Chriſt and the Baptiſt: Ts 
level their keeneſt Reflections againſt Sermon 
Vice and Debauchery ! | ä 
But inſtead of this Chriſtian Forbear- ,,yw 


8 


434 The Different Conduct 
ermon Operations were imputed to Necromancy 
XIII and Witchcraft ; and the common Lan- 
guage to the Agent was, Thou art a Sa- 
0 20 maritan, and art mad I hou haſt a Devil, 
Mar, iii, 22- an caſteſt out Devils by Beelzebub the 
Prince of Devils. Therefore, Give God 
the Praiſe, O ye Sous and Daughters of 
Iſrael, tor your Sight, your Limbs, and 
your Speech For as fe Fellow, we 

know he is a Sinner. # 
_ Notwithſtanding the Inconſiſtency and 
N Ridiculouſneſs of this Reproach (as ap- 
pears by our Saviour's undeniable Anſwer 

to it;) yet if we conſult the Law of Moſes 

and duly weigh the Puniſhment ordain' 
to theſe infernal Arts, we ſhall find a 
more than common Malice in the Accu- 
Exod. xxii. ſation: For 4 hou ſbalt not ſuper (ſays that 
Deut. xviii. great Law-giver ) A Vite 70 live A Nei- 
10. x12: they ſball there be found among you any one 
that uſeth Divination, or an Obſerver of 
Times, or an Enchanter, or a Charmer, or 
a Conſulter with familiar Spirits, or a Wiz- 
zard, or a Necromancer. For all that do 
” theſe Things are an Abomination unto the 
4 | Lord Aud becauſe of theſe Abominations, 
the Lord thy God hath driven out the Nations 

from before thee. But 


Secondly, The lame Malice, and ly 


Impeachment of our Saviour is couch'd 

a this Expreſſion, A Gluttoneus Man, 
and a Wine-bibber : For. we are inform'd 

Deut. x3, Alſo from the Book: of Deuteronomy, T hat 

20, 21. when a Father, or a Mother, accuſed a Son 
of Stubbornneſs or Diſobedience, they were to 
bring him out unto the Elders of the Gry, 
| | an 


_ of. Chriſt. and the; Baptiſt. 133 
br to ſay, This our Son i is a Glutton and-a Sermon 


7 ruu ard; and then all the Men of the — 5 
4 45 ſhould Aone Him with Stones, 1 that he \# * 
5 Now whoever Spiders the ſettled De- 
7 fign of the Phariſees to kill dur Saviour, + | 
f and the many Tricks and Subtilties they - 
4 made uſe of to intangle him in his Speech, 
4 and the frequent pies and Emiſfaries 

they imploy d to catch him in the Breach 
a of Law of Mofes, muſt conclude, That 
44 the ac i ol Gluttony and Drunken= 
af 1905 was a fpecious Objection to incenſe 
2 Commofi e and might be ſue- 
; 4 ceſsfull e 1755 to the Deſtructi- 
on of the Perſon of the great Preacher 


a Righteouſneſs, and the ſtifling of the 
| Growth and Efficacy of his Goſpel 
Thirdl e fal heightening Circums 

ſtance the Phari aica 5 Cenſure of our 


* 


ſtor 12 then for a perverſe 
4 Ca Mats of Pen to go on in Deſpite and 

chance to the Convictions of their own 
Mind, and to declare peremptorily that 


4 Ff 2 Chriſt 


of Sayiour is Patronage and Protecti- 
od on oh 1 He was called 4 | 
4 AY. . and Sinners + A. Friend 
A 15 = e was to thoſe unhappy and miſs 
a guided Perſons, inaſmuch as he was not 
y ſent to call the Righteous, | but Sinners to 
” Repentance, and did accordingly endea- 
7 = conſtantly, by the Influence of his 
1 mple, che Freedom of his Reproofs, 5 | 
4 4, Whoteſomneh of his Admonitions, . 
5 and the iN of his Miracles, to re- | 
4 ſtore the 45 heep to the Fold 5 their | 
5 Heavenly | 


436 


The Different Cndutl 


Sermon Chriſt was the Agent of Hell, and made 
XXIII Converts for the Prince of Darkneſs; this, 
WV this was ſuch a heightening Aggravation 


Matt. xii. 
94. 


of Cenſure, and ſuch a daring Contempt 
of Mercies, as could not be forgiven in this 
World, neither in the World to come. | 


SIX THLY, I obſerve the diſinge- 
nuous and uncharitable "Temper of thoſe 


Perſons, who, according to the Exam- 


ple of the Phariſees, judge only by the out- 
ward Appearance, and are poſitive and 
dogmatical in pronouncing Indifferent 


Things, Odious and Criminal. 


harbour in the Breaſt, noth 
nom and Satire proceed from the Tongue. 


his is the Way to deſtroy all human 


Converſation, and to ſtop the civil Me- 


thod of Intercourſe between Man and 


Man: Upon this libertine Principle, no- 
thing but Jealouſies and N would 


ing but Ve- 


The moſt innocent Freedoms muſt be 


| 88 and theſe Places of civil Ad- 
r 


eſs and more polire Converſation, be 
accounted Brothels and Nuiſances. Eve- 


ry Caſt of the Eye will be term'd a Breach 


of Modeſty, every pleaſing Look miſ- 


conſtrued W and every chear- 


ful Glaſs heightened into a Debauch. 
Thus the Lady will be wounded in her 


moſt tender Character, and the Well- 


bred Gentleman muſt paſs for a Fop or 


 Buffoon. The Devotion of a Saint will 


go for Hypocriſy, and the Attendance 
on public Worſhip be accus'd for Form 
and Bigottry. . ü 


But 


rr rere ts eo —= = 


4 


do 1 r. 


_ of Chriſt and the Baptiſt. 483: 
But who art thou, O Man, that udgeft Sermon 
thy Brother ? Who art thou that tr:e/t the XXIII 
Reins, and art ENT to the Thoughts of www 
thy Neighbour ? The Knowledge of the. 

Han is not the Province of Mortals; 

and whoever pretends to it, will expoſe 

himſelf rather than reform others, and 

may paſs for a Cynic or an — but 

muſt never pretend to be a Philoſopher or 

a Chriſtian. POO * 


SEVENTH LL, I beg leave to re- 
mark to you, That the Malicious Treat- | of 
ment which was defign'd to deſtroy, is fre- | 
uently the Occaſion of ſupporting any 2 
Divine Doctrine; Wi/Jom is juſtify'd of all | 9 
her Children. Miracles will maintain their 
Force upon candid and ingenuous Minds, 1 
and the Perverſeneſs of the Proud cannot 
filence the Faith of the Humble. The John x. 6; 
Sheep will know the Voice of their Shepherd, 
and for their own Advantage follow him 
to the cooling Streams, and ever-living 
Paſtures. The Phariſees and Lawyers per- 
haps may reje## the Counſel of God againſt 
themſelves, and from a falſe Opinion and 
Conceit of their own Learning, act coun- 
ter to the Wiſdom from above, and cut off 
the Means of their own Salvation: But 
the Prophecies are 'fulfilled by their Obſti- | 
nacy, and the Poor and Ignorant reap the _ 
Benefit of what the Rich and Learned 
refuſe. N Pere now is the Wiſe © Where is the i Cor. i. a* 
Scribe? Where is the Diſputer of this World? 
Where are all your Human Plans of 
Perfection, and your Philoſophic Schemes 
of Happineſs? God will not leave bimſelf 
| „ wb 


and; The Different Conduit | 
Sermon without Mitneſi, nor his Goſpel without 
XXIII its Advocates and Martyrs. He can 
V crown his Agents with Succeſs, by what- 
ever Methods and Aſſiſtances he pleaſes, 
- Pal, viii.3- and our of the Mouths of very Babes and 
Sucklings ordain ſuch Strength, as may ſtill 
the Enemy and the Avenger. I be Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me; (lays I/aiab, in 
his prophetic Repreſentation of the Offi- 
ces of Chrif ) becauſe the Lord hath as 
' pointed me to preach good Tidings to the 
Meek, and to comfort all them that mourn - 
It. Ii. 1,2. He hath ſent me to bind up the brokent-heart= 
ed, to proclaim Liberty to Captives, and the 
Opening of the Priſon to them that are bound. 
What. then, though the Doctrine of the 
Croſs may be a Stumbling-block to the Few, 
and Fooliſhne/s to the Greeks © What, 
thougy Athens and Rome may unite againſt 
the Goſpel ?: and their Philo/ophers op 
ole, and their Emperors perſecute = 
Fhurch ? Yet Weakneſs ſhall encounter 
- with Strength, and Chriſtian Folly con- 
1 Cor. xxx. found Secular Wiſdom. For God will de- 
” ftroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and will bring 
to nothing the Underſtanding of the Pru- 
dent. Becauſe the Foolifhneſs of God is wis 
fer than Men, and the Weakneſs of God is 
ſtronger than Men. 
_ Having thus explain'd and ſettled my 
General Obſervations {ram the Text, I 
ſhall proceed in the laſt Place to a Con- 
- cluſfion of the Whole, in ſome ſhort and 


* 


obvious Inferenccess. 
Fin, I infer from what has been ſaid, 
That we thould look principally to our 


of Chriſt and the Baptiſt, 439 
Own Conſciences: For then we ſhall have Sermon 
a Rule to walk by, and the Example of XXIII. 

our Saviour and St. John will influence and 

7 us in our Proceedings. Beloved, 2 Joh. iii. 
if our Heart condemn us not, then have wwe 
Confidence towards God Our Sincerity 
will plead for our Juſtification, and our 
good Intentions lay Claim to Acceptance. 

It is not an Infirmity which ranks us with 
Sinners, nor an unguarded Act which ren- 
ders us obnoxious to Puniſhment ; but if 
the internal Principle be ſound and good, 
and the Procedure regulated according to 
Knowledge; we may appear with Cou- 
rage before an equitable Tribunal, and 
expect a favourable Sentence from a mer- 
citul Judge. Keep thy Servant, O Lord, pt xix. x3, 
from preſumptuous Sins, leſt they get the 
Dominion over me For their Demands are 
exorbitant, and their 1 yranny is inſup- 
portable: Theſe are they, which pollute 
the Conſcience, aud defile the Man; but 
the little Inadvertencies about Eating 
and Drinking are no more the Subjects of 
Cenſure, or Matters of Damnation, than 
the Tithing of Mint, Aniſe, and Cunmin is Matt. xxili. 
meritorious, when we omit the weightier ** 
Matters of the Law, and live in an open 
Violation of Judgment, Mercy, and Faith. 
Secondly, I inter from the Proceedings 


my of our Saviour and St. John, That we are j 
5 1 not to regard the Repreſentation of the 
on- World, when our Actions are juſtifiable 
and and duly circumſtantiated. For as long 


If as we have a ſurer Mord of Prophecy to re- 
laid, Þ ſeort to, and a mory glougus Light to di- 


| | rect 
o 
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Sermon rect us, why ſhould we conſult with par- 
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XXIII tial Judges, or be diſturb' d at the I 


O= 
rance and Malice of prejudic'd Men. The 
World and Chriſtianity are originally at 
Variance; and the Enmity muſt be ſtill 
on Foot, unleſs we can fall in with God 


and Mammon, and eſpouſe the Intereſt of 


Two contrary Mafters. 


Thirdly then, as a farther Conſe- 


quence from our whole Diſcouſe, let us 
be cautious of courting Popularity. A 
good Name, indeed, is preferable to preci- 
ous Ointment, and rather to be choſen than 
great Riches; But how can daſtardly Acti- 


| ons, and ſordid Compliances contribute 


Luke vi, 26. 


x Cor. vi, 
We! 7 


to the Purchaſe of this ineſtimable Trea- 
ſure ? It is not the Majority of Admirers, 
or a Multitude of Voices which diſtin- 
guiſhes Merit, or eſtabliſhes Truth. Vo 
be to you, when all Men ſpeak well of you : 
For ſo did their Fathers of the falſe Pro- 


phets. Take heed, therefore, that ye be 
not falſe Prophets tor the Favour of Men, 


nor ſpeak /tnooth Things for the Lucre of 
Preferment. What Concord hath Chrift 
with Belial, or Flattery with Truth? 
What Alliance hath the Frankneſs and 
Integrity of a Chriſtian, with the Hypo- 


criſy of a Phariſee or the Complaiſance 


Piſgrace to our Function, nor Simpli- 


of a Courtier? If the Man of God is to 
cry aloud and ſpare net, and to lift up his 


Voice like a Trumpet 3 it is no great Mat- 


ter, whether he be vers'd in Cringes and 
Nods, and can adjuſt the ſeveral Decorums 
of Vi and Ceremony, Plainneſs is no 


city 


eee > & RAS © DO 


of Chriſt and the Baptiſt. 
city any Blemiſh to our Chriſtian Religi- Sermon 
on. Do well, and 95 Men ſball ſpeak well XXIII 


Fa Execute 
eſpect thy Neighbour, and reverence 
thy God; ; and then thou needeft not be 
over-ſollicitous about Fame and Honour; 
nor diſmay'd at vulgar Rumors and Pre- 
2 7 Though 74 6 thy Good ſhould at pre- 
Jent be . poken of, and the Current of 
a ſtrong Faction bear hae: down; yet 
Proving in due Time may lift thee u "9 
and thy Father who ſeeth in Seeret, has 
— 55 d to reſpect thy Services, and to 
2 thee openly. Amen. 


' Now to God the F atber, the oF and the 
Holy * & c. 


| 


ice and love Mercy ; WY. 
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„ YAN Fs. 

But the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, look 

not on his Countenance, or on the 
Height of his Stature; becauſe J 
have refuſed him For the Lord 
ſeeth not as Man ſeeth ; for Man 
looketh on the outward Appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the Heart. 


Sermon 


HESE Words have a Relation 
XXIV. to Saul's Succeſſor, whom Samuel, 
R in this Chapter, had poſitive 
Orders from God to anoint in his ſtead. 
If we would know the Reaſon of this 
ſudden Change in the Jewiſh Government, 
we muſt caſt our Eye back into the fore- 
going Chapters, and there take a View 
of the Actions of Saul, as they are re- 
corded by the Prophet Samuel. 
No upon a bare tranſient Glance into 
this Hiſtory, we ſhall ſoon perceive, that 
Saul had tranſgreſſed the Commandment of 
n the 


N 


the Lords and bebav d himfalf 40 We 
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alities of the Mind, c. 


the Government of Judea; and 
had determin d to make the Remain- 
. of his Days troubleſome and vexati- 
us, and at the laſt to cut off the: Kings 
yo from his Poſterity, and to beſtow. it 
upon a Perſon of better Accamplifuneats 


and ernte Integrity, 


on Sau/'s not executing the Com- 


2 ment of God in the utter Deſtructi · 


on of gag and the Amalekites, but ſpar 


ring the beſt of the Booty, under a Pretence 
of making a more ſplendid and pompous 
Sacrifice to the Lord, Samuel was commile 


fion'd to tell him, T bat the Lord bad rent x 8 m. xv, 


the ho pra of Iſrael from him that Day, 


and had given it to a Neighbour of his, that 


was better than he. And that the 5 


might not think this a conditional Jud 


ment, or ſuch a Sentence as Niete 

vok d upon Humiliation and Repen 

the Prophet ratifies it by a Gil 7 ng 

to the immutable Veracity of God; 7 2 

Strength of Iſrael will not lie, nor repent < 

For he is not a Man that be ſbould repent. 
However Samuel, out of the Love 


which he bore to a Sovereign of his own 


Anoint PRIDE, was prevail d upon to mourn 
for the Misfortunes of Sau; and whilſt 
he was under this Sorrow and Heavineſs, 
God Almighty gave him freſh Informa- 


tion of his Intentions to transfer the King” 
8 


dom, and beſtow: it upon one of 

Sons: And tho' God fond at Ho 

gh for — e Son, he kept the Mat- 
ter 


ver. 29. 


NY 


for this Male-adminiſtration and 9 — A 
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Sermon ter a Secret from Samuel, and would not 
XXIV. let him know the 3 Perſon to be 
e 


advanced, till all 


Ch, xvi. 7. 


Brethren appear'd 
before him. 5 
© Feſſe, according to Appointment, pre- 
ſents his Family to the Man of God ; and 
the firſt Perſon who made his Appear- 
ance, was Eliab, a Man very remarkable 
for the Comelineſs of his Viſage, as well as 
the Height of his Stature; and the Pro- 

het being ſtruck with theſe external En- 
dowments, cried out, Surely the Anointed 
of the Lord is before me. But God having 
another Rule of meaſuring Perſons than 
by their Faces or their Strength, gave Sa- 


muel aReprimand for his haſty Judgment, 


in the Words of the Text. 


Look not on his Countenance, or on the 
Height of his Stature, becauſs T bave re- 
fuſed him For the Lord ſeeth not as Man 
ſeeth; for Man looketh on the outward Ap- 
pearance, but the Lord looketh on the Heart. 

From theſe Words, I ſhall propoſe 
theſe Four following Remarks to your ſe- 
rious and impartial Conſideration. 


FIRST, Some Things which we are 
lot to be influenc'd by, in the con- 
ferring of Favours and Dignities up- 

on Men; Look not on his Countenance 


or the Height of bis Stature. BY 
SECONDLY, A Reaſon which is 
here aſſign'd for not being influenc'd 
in ſuch Caſes; T he Lord hath refuſed 


205-1000  . 
5 THIRD- 


 preſerr'd bifore, Wc. 


Sermon 


THIRDLY, The Grounds upon XXIV. 
which this Reaſon is 88 8 en,. 
o 8 | 


from the different Method s 
Judging of 'Things from that of 
Man's judging of the ſame; The 
Lord ſeeth not as Man ſeeth. | 


FOURTHLY, The Exemplifica- 

tion of this Difference of Ju gment 
in two Inſtances ; Man loketh on the 
outward Appearance, but the Lord look- 
eth on the Heart. | 


FIRST, From God's Commanding 
Samuel not to Jook on the Coumenance of 
Eliab, or the Height of his Stature, we 
may gather that there are ſome Thin 
which we are not to be influenc'd by, in 
the conferring of Favours and Dignities 
upon Men. 'Theſe are many in general, 
and relate to all ſuch Advantages of Birth, 
Fortune, and Perſon, as one Man may have 
above another: But the Text has con- 
find me at preſent to the Conſideration 
of the latter, and that too under this 
double Notion. ESE e 


Firſt, The Graces of the Countenance. 
Secondly, The Height of the Stature. 
Firſt then, for the Countenance (which 
is generally eſteemed the Seat of Beauty, 
and is wont to draw the Eyes, and com- 


mand the Admiration of eme we 
muſt be ſo far from being determin 3 
he 


446 8 
5 the Charms and Attracti ves of it, that we 
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XIV. muſt reekon there are no real Excellencies 


x Sam. xvi. 
12, 


b is 23» 


in any external Graces, and Endowments. 
Let mor t e Wike g Man glory in bis Wiſdom, 
neither let the Mighty Man glory in bis 
Might, let nat the Rich Man glory in bis 
Riches. Pride was nut made for Duſt and 
Aſhes, nor can Glorying ſuit with Want 
2 Ne Beauty was not neceſ- 
mit y barr d from Inheritance. e e 
Not that I would, by theſe Aſſertions, 
caſt any Diſgrace upon what Providence 
has fix d a Mark of Diſtinction; or by 
any; Means inſinuate that an hand ſome 
Body is a Sign of Reprobation, or a beau- 
tifu Face any Opſtacle to Divine or Hu- 
man Favours: For upon this ill- natur d 
rinciple, Grace mut always take, her 
eſidence with Detormity, and David 
Bak mull ha hea ragkaed om the 
8 of. Jfraeh, as well as his Brother 
b For we. read, that he was ruddy, 
and of a beautiful Cauntinance, aud a good- 


Lad. 


By not Jooking an bis Countengnce, there- 
fore, is not meant the Contempt of any 
Perſon purely upon the Proportion and 
Exactneſs of his Features, or the Charms 
and Beauties of his Complexion; but tis 
the Exceſſive Value and Diſtinction which 
is put upon theſe External Adyantages, 
and the making of the Gitts of Fortune 
nd Nature the principal Motives of our 
Preference of one 1 15 above another, 
ve e en 


+ 
: 
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his 
| How he hath choſen the weak 
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without paying a due Regard to better Sermon 
Qualifications and ſuperior. Merit. XXIV. 
Our Wiſe and Juſt Maſter is ſo far from 
1 75 this Courſe in the Diſtribution f 

avours, that we are told by St. Paul, 
| | | A hing's of the 1 Cor.i. 27. 
World to confound the Things which are | 
Mighty, and fooliſh Things of the World to 
1 the Wiſe - And baſe Things of tbe 

orld, and Things which are deſpiſed, hath © 


God choſen; yea, aud Things which are not, 


to bring to nought Things that are. He 
not only pitch'd upon David his Servant, I. iii. 
and took him from the Sheep=folds, as be 
was following the Ews great with young, 

that he might feed Facob his People, and 

I/rael his Inheritance - But he is often- 

times noted for exalting the Humble and 1 Sam. ii, 
Meek, for raiſing up the Poor out "of the 8. 


Duſt," 8nd e e e Beggar n he 


Dung- hill, to ſet them among Princes, and 
to make them inherit the Throne of Glory. 
He ordains a Cottage for a Step to a 
Crown, Humility for the Harbinger of 
Promotion, and Indigence itſelf to be the 
Parent of Nobili! 2:22, aut ff 
As for any Form or Comelineſs which 
one Creature may have above another, it 


is ſo far, upon that ſingle Account, from 
moving the great Creator of all Things, 


and the ſole Giver of all Perfection, in 

its Behalf, that he is oftentimes pleaſed 

to ſet the diſtinctive Marks of his Fa- : 
vour upon Deformity itſelf, anũ to thoſe : Cor. xis 


Members which we think leſs honourable, ” 


to beflow more abundant Honour, and to 
Re : make 
5 ; 
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Sermon make our uncomely Darts have more bu 1 
F 


flo that Part of the e to whoni 


3 
N 8 
” 5 4 


„ 


God, next to the Angelic Order, has 


been moſt indul gent, and to whom the 


Poet, upon the ſuppoſal of their Charms, 
has given this flattering Character: 


Ayr A ανπνοẽr; 
I Ayr i>%iov d=. 
Nd $7 xi oidngov 

Kal wie, nant Tis Zoe 


To this celebrated Sex (I ſay) who are fo 
much ador'd for the nice and delicate 


Compoſition of a little Fleſh and Blood, 


the Wiſeſt of Men (who had a ſufficient 


Experience of their Charms) declares, 
That Favour is deceitful, and Beauty is 


vain, and that a Woman only who feareth 
the Lord, ſball be praiſed. But,, 
Secondly, The next Thing not to be 
regarded by Samuel in the Choice of a 
King, was the Height of bis Stature 
Which Expreſſion may include under it 
theſe Two e ; as, 


Firſt, The Port and Talneſs of the Bo- 


dy, which, to Perſons defign'd for a pub- 
lic Station, may be apt to procure Re- 
verence and Veneration, and to ſtrike the 
Spectators with Awe and Trembling. 
This was an Advantage which Saul him- 
ſelf was eminent for; inſomuch, that 

| ® Anacr, Od, 2. Eis Trains. 
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when Samuel came to ſne him to the Sermon 
raclites ſome time after his Inaugurati- XXIV. 
on, we read, He was bigher than any _ 

the People, from the Shoulders and-upwards, 


and t here was none like him tor Stature 


among all the People And perhaps the 
ſame Prophet being now imploy'd upon 
the like Errant, might ſo bear in Mind 
the Proceedings of the Almighty upon 
the laſt Occaſion, as to think that he 
would act by the ſame Standard in the 


preſent K rige. 3) is 
Secondly, Look not on his Stature, is by 


the Sepruagint render d, Mi z ds rü 
ibn peyides du, which, | together with | the 
former Notion” of his 'Talneſs l 


to our Tranſlation, denotes the Bulk an 


Bigneſs of the Body, and by that Means 


conveys to us a Notion of the Strength 
of any Perſon, and his corporal Abili- 


ties to diſcharge a public Truſt; to ſet 


upon an uneaſy and vexatious Throne, 


and to hear the perpetual Complaints of a 
diſcontented 9 9 7 


; to oppoſe the En- 
croachments of Neighbouring Nations, 


and to be in continual War for the Vin- 
dication of the Crown and its Preroga- 


tives; to bear the Fatigues of the Camp, 
and ſettle the Debates and Conſultations 


of the Cabinet; to execute Juſtice and 
Mercy to the injur d Subject, and to ſend. 
Relief to the Indigent and Oppreſſed: 


To do all this (L ſay) and perhaps à great 
deal more, muſt, in all human Probabili- 
ty, exerciſe the ſtrongeſt Conſtitution, 
and, in the Exxpreſion of Job, re: 78 


* 


8 
. 
* . 


of YN, 
Sun. x. 
au 34+ 
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Fleſh 


- * — — 


. Bars of Iron. 0 had, in SY 
1 bern 9 honourable | imply ment * 


en of limb ace 
might ( as hinted - ae 
in this Conjecture. E owe can 


work with what er he Pleaſes, | 
did now think it expedient to proceed in 
another Method, and to 0 by by wiſer 
Schemes and Maxims. He had more 
Refpect to the Perfections of the Mind 
than the Bulk of the Body, and made 
Choice of a Srripling rather ax? 2 Ga. 


— But, 


SECOND, 1 * to den 
of the Reaſon here alledg'd; why we are 
not to be govern'd bake e Stature, 
in conferring Favours upon Men: And | 
that is, becauſe God is pleas d to reject 
thoſe WhO! in ſuch Reſpects may ſeem well 
1 in our Eyes; I (ſays the Lord) 
Have refuſed him. The Direction was plain 
and poſitive, and the Denial too full and 
evident to be wreſted to any favourable 
Conſtruction. The Sanctity of the Pro- 
phet would not ſuffer him to break thro! 
Brders, nor the Injunction of his God 
alloy of any Prevarication. Though Wwe 

| t v not have the particular 3 . 


; 
ö 


r ͤ 9 ts TC YT 6. 4 
5 


proferitd before, &cc. 


of the: Sprit for ordering our Affairs and a 
.conferring our Favours upon others, nor — 


be determin'd in the Perſon we are to pro- 
mote unto Honour by an expreſs Nomination 
from God; yet we cannot have a greater 
Proof of his Re jecting ſome Men, than 
by his not furniſhing them with Abilities 
to diſcharge a public or à private Fun- 
ction. Our God is the Aut or ef Order, 
and not of Confuſion, and hath made all 
Things in due Meaſure, Weight, and da 
portion. Every Member muſt keep its 
Place, and act for the Good of the Com- 
munity, or elſe Variance and Diſcord, 
Mutiny and Sedition will tear the Body 
to Pieces. If the Feet ſhall grow weary 
of their Station, and affect a Superiority, 
and uſurp the Place of the Head, we may 


conolude the Government to be ſtrangely 
eonfus d, and that all the Members ny 
ſufter for it in the End. 


God has an unfimited: Jucidliciien! over 
all the Beings of this World, and can 
ace them in what Ranks and Stations 
pleaſes. By the Right of Creation, he 
has che ablohite Diſpoſal of our Lives 
and Fortunes, and the Liberty to make 


os Veſſel] upto Honour, and another unto 
Diſtonour. We are not to diſpute his 


Prerogative, or reply __ hiv Diſpen- 

fations; not to urge any pretended Claims 
to the Prejudice of ks "Sovereignty; or 
enter any Proteſtations in Favour of our 
Birtb-righr. We are not to tax his Pro- 
ceedings, or contradict the Laws which 


ee If he accepts Auel be- 


WES fore 
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Sermon fore Cain; loues Jacob and hates Eſau ; 
XXIV. ſets. aſide: Eliab and promotes David ; 
Vu What is that to thee © May not he do 


what he will with bis own ?. Or is thine Eye 


evil, becauſe his is goods Who art thou, O0 


Man, that replieſt againſt God Who art 
thou that preſumeſt to arraign thy Sove- 


| reign, and cenſure the Regularity of his 


1 Cor. xili. 
12. 


Providence? 


THIRDLY, L haften to the Ground 
upon which the Reaſon of God's reject- 


a One, and chooſing another, is found- 
: And this is taken from the different 


Method of God's. qudging of Things, 


from that or Man's judging of the ſame; 
the Lord ſeeth not as Man ſeeth. And far 
be it from us to fuppoſe, that abſolute 
Rectitude ſhould take the Meaſures of 
acting from human Blindneſs and Stupi- 
dity : Far be it from us to impute any of 
the Infirmities aud Imperfections of our 


Nature, to a Being who is tranſcendent 


and infinite in all his Attributes. If God 
ſaw as we ſte, he would be ſhort=fighted 
and ignorant enough, and have none of 
thoſe Perfections and Endowments which 
recommend him at preſent for the Ob- 
ject of our Adoration. Whercas we know 
but in part, and ſee through a Glaſs dark- 
ly; He has Power to ſearch, Wiſdom to 
diſcern, and Prudence to judge of the 
moſt diſtant and contingent Events. Ve 
may think fooliſbly that be is ſich an one as 
our/ebves, and impudently preſcribe to him 
from our ſcanty Notions and Concepti- 


W 1 


et oo Gat &W CP 


\ preferr'd before, NK . 


ons of Things; but a little Conſiderati- Sermon 
on will diſcover the Impiety of ſuch XXIV. 
Thoughts and Aſſertions; a little Re 


flection will ſoon ſurprize and over-whelm 
us with the Incomprehenſibleneſs of Om- 
niſcience, and withal demonſtrate the 
Folly, and mortify the Preſumption of 


conceited Mortals. For my Thoughts are 18 lu. 3. 


not your Thoughts, neither are your Ways 


my Wie ays, faith the Lord. Behold, as the Pf. eiti. 1 2. 


Heavens are higher than the Earth, and 
the Eaft is diſtant from the Weſt ; ſo much 
ſuperior is God's Knowledge to ours, 
and at ſuch a vaſt Diſproportion is Infi- 
nite from Finite. But if any one would 
wade farther into this myſterious Point, 
and ſhould think theſe general Aſſertions 
not ſatisfactory enough, let him in the 


FOUR TH Place, ſee the Exempli- 


fication of this Difference between God 


and Man's Judgment in Two Inſtances ; 
Man looketh on the outward Appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the Heart. 6 


Firſt, Man loketh an the outward Ap 
pearance Which Phraſe may import 
theſe Three following Things. 


FIRST, That the outward Appear- 
ance is the common Way by which 
Men are accuſtomed to judge of 
Perſons and Things. | 


_ SECONDLY, That it is the only 

Way, in ſome Caſes, by which we 

can judge of them. 
Gg 3 _ THIRD» 
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XXIV. THIRDLY, That it is a Way 

W&Y WY which. rendery” us liable to e | 
| quently impos d upon. , 


FIRST then, Mer als wii 
ward Appearance, may on eſpect to 
our common Practice of paſſing Judgment 

upon Perſons and Things, as they out = 
_ qvardly ſeem to be. 

We are generally. taken and ca vated 
at the firſt View, and let our Thoughts 
enter no farther into Matters than our 
Eye can fee. We ſeldom give our felves 
the Trouble of Reafoning and Reflect- 
ing before we paſs a definitive Sentence ; 
but are dazled with Shew and Gut-ſide, 
and carried 8 with Noiſe and Splen- 
dor. A Lazineſs of 'Temper prevents all 
nice Enquiries, and a Love of Eaſe eftran- 
ges us from fublime Thinking: A Fond- 
neſs in Believing ſubjects us to Impoſture, 
and 2 Rafhneſs in Judgment makes Us 
Slaves to Error. 

Now in all thefe Caſes where our Paſe 
ſions are apt to fray, and our Prez ices 
to miſlead us, it is adviſcable neither to 
throw too much Dirt upon corrupted Na- 

| ture, nor to aſſume too mach Knowledge 
Jr. x. 23. to our felves. It is not in Man that walk- 
etb to dire# bis Steps; nor in him that 
ſtandeth to be ſecure from Falling. Strength 

and Ability, are from an _invitible. 4 

Dangers are foreſeen, -and Accidents x 

” 131,22 yenteck by a more intelligent Being. Man 
may deviſe, but the Lord Krcenee All the 
Hays 
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Ways of a Man may be clean in bis own Sermon? 
Det; but the Lord weigheth rhe Spirit. XXIV. 
It may ſuffice, therefore, at preſent to 
remark to you, that all the Inconveni- 
enees which ariſe from the Judgment we 
| frame from outward Appearances, and from 
the Actions conſequent t ereupon, are ſo 
= to be feekened faulty and. criminal, as 
be ſuppos d not to make a right 
| Uſe o our Faculties in the Diſcovery of 
Truth, and = Avoidance of Error; but 
in other Reſpects, where we cannot 
, proper Judges — Things, we muſt im- 
F pute our Ignorance morè to the Infirmi- 
a ties of our Nature, than to the Effects 
ot our Choice. And this brings me to 
f the next Particular to be treated of, 15 


sECONDLx, That the u 


| 

5 

= e, in lone Caſes, is the only 
8 Way, by which we can judge of Perſons 
k and 7. * 2 Our Knowledge is ſuppos d 
F to ariſe for the moſt part our Sen- 


ſes, and the Judgment of the Underſtand⸗ 
ing, is commonly from the Notices _ 
Reports from without. The Way we 
have to judge of Bedy, is by its Pros 
perties and N 5 and of Men, n, by 
their Action, and Geſtures: If 
any Thing 1s Gard up, or — 
within, we cannot penetrate into the 
Depth, or diſcover the hidden Myſtery: 

8 outward Act is what falls under our 
eſent Coghizance, and the Forces of 

vidence is what ſhould influenice- and 
determine ue. We muſt not pretend to 
6684 Keep 


7 „ 


. 
N 

> 
; 

? 
Ei 
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— keep a Correſpondence with inviſible Spi · 
XXIV. rits, to have Diſpatches or Intimations 


Nr 


from Heaven, or any new Lights or Re- 
velations infus d into our Minds by God. 
The old beaten Paths are what we are to 
tread in; and when we go out of the 
Road, we pretend to be wiſer than we 
were deſign d to be, and our Preſumpti- 
on infringes upon the Power, and breaks 

in upon the Prerogative of God. i er! 


cording to outward Appearance, renders. 


us liable to be + 9g impos'd upon: 
ol 


And this is one ot the chieteſt Reaſons, 
why. mortal Man is fallible, and obnoxi- 
ous to Error; but God, who proceeds 
upon a more certain Bottom, can neither 


be deceived. bimſetf, nor deceive others. 


We are not created with the Quickneſs 
and Perſpicacy of Angels, and in Matters 
of Report and Obſervation, as well as of 


Science and Ar ument, WE ſhall always fall 
ſhort of Infallibility. The outward Ap» 


fident Talker is taken for the wiſeſt of 
Men. The Smiles of the Countenance 


pearance ( * ſee) may oſtentimes prove 
a falſe Light, and the Evidence of Senſe 
miſguide the Underſtanding. Thus Sha» 
dow paſſes for Subſtance, and a Counter- 
feit — true Coin: An Hypocrite goes 
for a Saint, and a Bravado fr an Hero: 
A Smatterer in Science aſſumes the vene- 
rable Name of a Philoſopher, and a con- 


are thought to be the true Tokens of the 


Sincerityof the Mind, and ſmooth Words, 


preferr d before, Ste. 


and ambiguous Promiſes, the Earneſt and Sermon 


Fore- runners of great Performances. 


- Theſe are ſome of the Errors which flo... 


from our haſty Belief of Things as at firſt. 
Sight they ſeem to be; and from hence 
we may infer the Reaſonableneſs of St. 


John's Advice, Judge not according to Ap- John vil 


arance, but judge righteous Fudgment -**. 
That is, be not — oft with es. flight 

Colour of Probability, but wade by the 
Light of Reaſon, as far as you can, into 
the Depth and juſtice of Things, and 
paſs Sentence according to the Evidence 
of Truth and Equity. For want of this 
free and impartial Temper amongſt the 
Corinthians, St. Paul aſſures us, that he 
ſuffered much, both in his perſonal Cha- 
racter, and in the Diſcharge of his Mi- 
niſtry. They objected to him, that he 


was baſe ard fig; and though: they: = Cor. x. x, 


confeſs d that there was | ſomething of 
Weight and Power in bis Letters, yet they 
repreſented bis bodily: Preſence as weak, 
and his Speech contemptible And for this 
Reaſon, he might very juſtly, though up- 
braidingly, ask them, M bet ber they loo 
on Things only according to the outward 
Appearance, and, like paſſionate and credu- 
lous Perſons, paſs d their Judgment in a 
{light and ſuperficial Manner 
You ſee now, my Brethren, how we 
accuſtom our ſelves to judge by the out 
ward Appearance; how in ſome: Caſes we 
are under a Neceſſity of doing ſo; and 
in others, we are ſubject to innumerable 
Errors by ſuch a Practice. The — 
3 1 | | > Of; 


Sermon of all this, is the 
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udgment of an infalli- 


XXIV. ble God, which, the Text tells us, is 
A made by contem ating the Heart; the 


Lord looketh on the Heay 4 
No this Aſſertion may be conſidered 


c God in diſcerning Tg. ii 
Secondly, As it relates to thoſe internal 
Q) ualifications which be perceives and 
regards in Men. 2511 


Firſt, God's looking on the Heart, ar- 
gues his great Wiſdom in diſcerning of 
Things. He is not like ignorant Men, 
to be impos d upon by Appearance, but 
he ſurveys the inward Parts, and pierces 
into the Windings and Receſſes of Con- 
ſcience: He goes into the Depths and 
Secrets of all Council and Action; ſees 
upon what Principles and Engagements 


we move, and by what Views and Conſi- 


derations we ſteer our Lives. Such 
Knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for 


| Inherent in the Deity, and of abſolute 
Neceſſity towards the Di 


may have Reſpect to thoſe internal Qua- 
lifications which he perceives and regards 
in Men. The Heart is generally ſuppos d 
to be the Seat of Virtue ; and in the 
rms wget of the Word, compre- 


kn. 


all thoſe Gifts and Graces which 
conſtitute 


= and we cannot attain unto it But it is 


| ſtribution of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in another State. 
Secondly, God's looking | on the Heart, 


IG - —— *? TY" ” > = nd hb, * 
— — 2 8 , LE 


firſt conferr'd upon us by the Spirit of XXIV. 
God, and/ are he cultivated. and im 


125 


prov d by our own Reafon and Induftry. 
As we grow in Goodneſs, and increaſe 


towards the Nature of PerieRtion, we are 


fure of the Countenance and Approbation 
of God, and to experience his Favours 
and Gratuities in a more plentiful Manner. 
He has but one Rule to judge by, and 
that is the Heart; and in this Reſpect 


every one of his Creatures may recom- | 


mend himſelf to his Protection, and ſtand | 
fair for Promotion. Of a Truth God is Att.. 34, 
10 Reſpetter Penſons; but in every Nati-3* 


an, he that feareth him, and worketh Righ=- 


zeouſneſs, is accepted with bim. He has 
s Parts or Beauty in Admiration; 


no Man 
but he will diſtribute his Favours accord- 
ing to the U 3 and Integrity of 

our Lives, and diſtinguiſh our Perſons by 
the Innocency and Unblameableneſs of 
our Conſciences. | 


This may teach us to look after inter- 


nal Perfections, and to dreſs and beautify 


the Mind more than the Body; to put 
on the Ornaments of a meek and quiet Spi- 
rit, and not ſtudy to entice the Eyes, and 
captivate the Affections of our Admirers, 
by a tawdry and wanton Garb. The ut» 
moſt of our Art and Care will add but 


very little to our natural Compoſition ; 


but half of the ſame Time and Diligence 
will give Abundance of Grace and Come 
lineſs to the inner Man. The Make of 
our Bodies, and the Proportion of gur 

8 12 Shapes 
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Sermon Shapes are not in our Power, and none of 
XXIV. us — T hought can add one Cubit to 
his Stature; but the Forming of our Man- 
Matt: 127" ners, and the Regulation of our Lives are 

perſonal Acts; the Aſſiſtance of Grace, 


and the Improvement in Virtue, are the 
ſtanding Bleſſings of the Chriſtian Cove- 


Coll. for Lord of all Power and Might, who art 
er Thin, the Author and Giver of all good Things; 
" _ - » Graft in our Hearts the Love of thy 
© Name, Increaſe in us true Religion, 
Nouriſh us with all Goodneſs, and of 

| thy great Mercy keep us in 79 wa 
through Feſus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


The 


0 THE : 
| Unredſomalends of C cave enk. 
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- 4 


Marr. \ vii. 3, PI 5- 


And why beholdeſt thou the Mote that 

Is in hy Brother's Eye, but con ſi- 
dereft not the Beam that is in thine 
own Eye? | 

Or how APR thou 155 y to thy Brother, 
let me pull out i 


De, and behold a Beam is in thine 

_ own Eye. 

Thou Hypocrte, Erft caſt out the 
. out of thine own Bye; and 
then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt 

out the Mote out of thy Brother”'s 
Eye. 


is not only the moſt uſeful and important, 
but alſo the beſt-natur'd and moſt obli- 
£128 Inſtitution that ever appear'd in the 

orld. Whatever ſour Doctrines ſome 


Men may have ſqueez d and extracted 
from its Laws, and whatever 1 


3 


Mote out of thine 


HE Chriſtian Religion” which Sermon 
ſo eminently triumphs in the XXV. 
Precepts of Love and Charity, WWW. 
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and Severities others may have preſum'd 

XXV. to mingle with its Practice; yet we are 

Aa well aſſur'd, that from the Beginning it 

was not ſo z that the original Syſtem, as 
0 


it drop m the Mouth of the Divine 


Legiſlator, injoined no impracticable Du- 
F ld y fuch Br 


ties, nor urdens upon the 
Shoulders of our 12 as they were 
unable to bear. Our modern Phariſees 
may have made their own Gloſſes and 
Comments upon the Goſpel, and have 
wreited the Soriptures to the Deſtructi 

of themſelves, and the Poiſoning of their 
Hearers; but the Primitive Inſtitution is 
as Courteous as 'tis Ancient, and endea- 
yours to make all its Members uſeful 
Neighbours, as well as devout Men; It 
glories in ſuch a Catalogue of ſocial Vir- 
wes, as not only regards the Intereſt of 
the State, and eſtabliſbes the Monarch's 
Throne in Righteauſne/s 3 but ſweetens the 
Diſpoſitions of Mankind, and feeures the 
Property of every individual Subject. 

_ Nay, left any Bitterneſs ſhould reſt up- 
on a regenerate e, or any Suſpicions 


rankle in the Breaſt of a Diſciple, dur Sa- 


Viour has deſgended to the minuteſt Cir- 
cumſtances of Life, and the remoteſt'Paſ> 


. that may occafion Diſturbance: 


at the Chriſtian Common-wealth mag 
be regularly governed, and the Church 
preſerved without Spot or Wrinkle, he has 
condemned all haſty Judgment and rath 
Cenſures, all unneceſſary prying into other 
Men's Buſineſs, and undue Reflections 
upon their Conduct and Actions. 

; | . Why 


WWW 


{ 
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Mi beholdeft thou the Mote that is in Sermon 

thy Brother's Eye, but confidereſ# not the RXV. 
Beam that is in thine own Eye © Or how, 
wilt thou ſay to thy Brot ber, let me pull out 
the Mote out of thine Eye; and behold, a 
Beam in thine own Eye. 'T hou Hypocrite, 
firſt caft out the Beam out- of thine own Eye; 
and then ſbalt thou fee clearly to caft out the 

Mare out of thy Brother's Eye 
From the Words we may obſerve tho 

i; Things. 


FIRST, The great Proneneſs of 
Mankind to pry out and expoſe the 
leaſt Faults and Imperfections in o- 
thers; which is intimated to us, by 
Bebolding a Mote in our Brother's Eye. 


SECONDLY, 'The ufuatCuttont of 
theſe: captious Perſons, of neglect- 
ing or concealing greater Faults in 
themſelves; 7. here isa Boa in Irre 
+a own Eye. SES. | - 


THIRDLY, That 2 deter De- 
gree of Guilt in ourſelves, common- 
1y puts us upon Cenſuring and Ex- 

Pens others; There being but a Motte 
in our "Brothev's yl and a Bram in 
_ our OWN. | 


FOURTHLY; The 1 
of this proceeding of guilty Perſons 
in their Pretences to Cenſure and 

Reformation 5 How wilt thou ſay to 
oy a let me pull out the Mote out- 


CRY. . 


Acts xvii, 
21, 


The Unreaſonableneſs of Cenſure. 
. of thine Eye; and Pani: a N. in 
-. thine own Bye. 5 
*FIFTHLY, The true Method of 
reformin ng ourſelves. firſt, that We 
may be duly qualified 75 the Refor- 
mation of others; Thou Hypocrite, 
Arft caſt out the Beam out of thine. own 
He; and then ſbalt thou ſce clearly to 
deut out the Mote out 8 ee 
Je. 


FIRST, I . from 1 Words 
— the Text, the great Proneneſs of Man- 
kind to out and expoſe the leaſt 
F aults * erfections in * which 
is 5 to us, by bebolding a Mote in 
our Brother's Eye. 

We live in ſuch a buſy and meddling 
2 and amongſt ſuch a perverſe and 
fretful Generation of Men, that ing 
can eſcape the Search of the Curious, an 
the Cenſure of the Satyrical. Scandal is 
the Sauce of our grand Entertainments, 


and the Life of our modiſh A emblies 


It is the Wit of our Fine Gentleman, and 


the Accompliſhment. of the Softer Sex. 
Like the Athenians of old, we ſpend our 


Time in nothing elſe, but either in telling or 


hearing ſomes new Thing. Inquiſitiveneſs 
1 s our Thoughts, and Impertinence 
ongues: hen Intelligence fails 
3 furniſhes out Materials, an 
Malice propagates the Defamation. For 


that Sort of People who are moſt ac- 


cuſtom d to carry Stories and diſperſe 


Evil 
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Pai Reports, do very ſeldom fail of ma- Sermon 
ing their own  Additiohs and Amend- XXV. 
ments, and rendering their Scandal more WWW 
modiſh and faſhionable by ſome 2 852 ; 
and peculiar Turns of their own Fancy; 
eſpecially, if by this means, they have 
any Hopes of tickling the Ears and pro- 
curing the Favour of their Hearers, or of 
caſting a greater Slur upon the Perſons 
they reproach and calumniate. | 

6 ! What ſhall be done unto thee, O thou 
falſe Tongue © What ſhall be thy Reward, 
O thou uncharitable and injurious Neigh- 
bour? Wo is me that I am conſtrained t6 
duell with Meſich, and to baue my Habi- 
tation among the Tents of Kedar. The 
Liars and Calumniators are ready for Bat- 
tie, and the Enemies of Peace are always 
ſhooting out their Darts, even bitter Words. 
One would think that in this State of 
Mixture and Imperfection, ſome Allow- 
- ances might be made by frail Mortals, to 
one another's Infirmities and Errors; but 
we ſee every Blemiſh expos'd, and every 
Miſcarriage exaggerated. The leſs the 
Provocation, the higher the Reſentment ? 
the more exculable the Perſon, the more. 
malicious the Reflection. ; 


Dat veniam corvis, vexat cetiſura columbas, jar. $:, 4: 


| Thoſe Things which Prudence ſhould 
conceal, and Charity forgive; Ill-nature 
will be eager to uncover, and Envy to 
proclaim upon the Houſe=top > What It 0s 
rance might ſuggeſt to be Subject of Par- 


Hh dor, 
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don, and Inad vertency would plead for a 
favourable Conſtruction of; Cenfure will 
heighten into an Act of Preſumption, 
and a Tealot's Proſecution arraign for 


Treaſon. 


Let a Man once give his Mind to Folly 


and Madness, and be guilty of a ſingle 


Frolick in his whole Life: And where 
is the Repentance that can attone for his 
Crime? Where is the Satisfaction that 
can ſtop the Mouth of his Enemies? The 
Blot muſt always remain in his E/tutcheon, 
and the Guilt on his Conſcience : His 
Name ſhall be gall'd with Satyrical Me- 
mentoes, and the Infamy deſcend to his 


_ harmleſs Poſterity. 


What, though a Man's Faults be few, 
and his Virtues numerous? the one ſhall. 
loſe their Luſtre by their Nearneſs to. 
the other; and, like Black Spots upon a 
White Garment, be more conſpicuous to 
the Eye, and fink deeper into the Minds 
of Spectators. Nay, it is a great Chance, 
if Shame don't live when Virtue is ex- 
tint; if a Miſcarriage be not rehears'd 
with Pleaſure, when good Deeds are funk 
mto Oblivion ooo nh F tes 
So extremely ſevere are Men to mark 
what is done-amiſs.' So induſtrioully bent 
upon the Ruin of each other's good Name 
and. Reputation in the World ! Every 
Noiſe. is Thunder, and every Flaſh is 


Lightning: The leaft Drops muſt ſwell 


the Ocean; and a Cloud no bigger than a 
Man's Hand, be immediately raiſed into 
2, Storm and a Tempeſt. Ler-a Perſon 
pas WO have 


w S 


ow odd entity Ke ee dE re 


Fo 


/ 
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have but ſo little a Thing as a More in Sermon 
his Eye, and he ſhall be repreſented as RXV. 
__ "ftark-blind, and that Blemiſh and Tmper- WY WV. 

fection ſhall be more talk d of and pointed 
at, than all his other Graces and Per- 
fections, be they never ſo eminent and 
conſpicuous. 


_ SECONDLY, I am to expoſe the 
extreme Partiality of captious Perſons in 

neglecting or concealing greater Faults in 
themſelves, than they reprimand in others; 
They conſider not the Beam in their own Eye. 
Let a Man be never ſo exact and rigid 
againſt others, he is generally fond and 
indulgent enough to himſelf, The bab- 
ling Tongue preys abroad, and all the 
Ravage is carried into the Neighbour's 
Territories. The Concealment of our 
own Faults is as ſtudied and artful, as the 
Publication of other Men's would be 
thought uſeful and meritorious. Selfslove 
blinds the Eyes of a Sinner, and the Fear 
of a Diſgrace ſtifles the Confeſſion of his 
Crimes. Thoſe who impeach others, ex- 
wu Pardon themſelves; and thoſe who 
ect Criminals, pretend to the Merit of a 


. ger 
Reward. To talk of Guilt to a Saint, or to 
retort an Accuſation upon an Hypocrite, 

ma 88 hinder the Office of Pimps, 
and fruſtrate the goodly Schemes of Re- 
formation: pe 4175 + 4 
Jour Cenſorious Perſons are willing to 
be reputed better than they are, to be 
endowed with all thoſe excellent Quali- 
ties which are requiſite for Monitors. 
LE, | Hh 2 Flat- 
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Flattery ſooths their Pride, and a Pane- 
gyrick upon their o.n Excellencies, is 
always grateful to their Ears; but Plain- 
dealing is their Averſion, and a Recrimi- 


nation of Facts is diſguſtful to their Ho- 
e 125 3 


With what Contempt and Indignation 


did the proud Phariſees ask our Saviour 


John ix. 40. 


upon his free Diſcourſe of Imellectual 


Blindneſs, Whether they were blind alſo ? 
Thoſe who taught others, were unwilling 
to be ignorant themſelves ; thoſe who 
preach'd againſt Theft, ſeem'd to ſcorn 


'the-Guilt of Stealing; and thoſe who ab- 


own Commiſſion of Sacrilege. 


horr'd Idols, would gladly conceal their 


*. 


, THIRDLY, I would beg leave, far- 


ther to repreſent to you, that a greater 
Degree of Guilt in ourſelves, doth moſt 


frequently put us upon this Cenſuring of 


others. 


It is the general Artifice of wicked 


Men, to caſt a Blemiſh upon others, that 
their ſuppos d Excellencies may be ad- 
vanced from a Compariſon, and their dim 


Light appear by the Eclipſe of brighter 


Luminaries. The Devil, who is the grand 


Parent of Sin, has taken his Name from 


his Practice, and is in nothing more in- 


famouſly remarkable than in his fal/e Ace- 


cuſations and villainous Aſperſions of the 
Brethren. His Servants in this World 
walk exactly in the Steps of their old 


Maſter, and treat the ſeveral Virtues of 


their innocent Neighbours with the ſame 


3 


The *Unreaſonableneſ5 of _Cenſure. 
Calumnies and Reflections, that he did Sermon 


the Uprightneſs and Integrity of b. 


Wo have the livelieſt Example of this. 


in the fore- mentioned Example of the 
Seribes and Phariſees, thoſe blind Guides, 
and rotten Caſuiſts in the Jewiſb Church: 
For theſe ſtiff and rigid Obſervers. of the 


Law, could fat in Mofes's Chair, and con- 


tradict their great Legiſlator to his Face; 


469 


could be tenacious. of a Tradition, . and 


be nice and punctual in the Tything, of 


Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, but | looſe and 
heedleſs in obſerving the weightier Matters 
of, Mercy, | udgment, aud Truth 3 They 


we. ſhall find the ſame. crafty Principle 
{till working in the Children of DiſcbeJience. 
What is more common, than for an old 
Strumpet with Tears in her Eyes, to la- 
ment the Debauchery of the Age? How 
will an Uſarer ſhake his Head at Extor- 
tion, and a Miſer cant againſt Covetouſ- 
neſs? Gracchus ſhall harangue the Senate 
* Sedition, When himſelf is one of 


If we carry our Obſervations wider, 


* 
7 Þ» 


the Empire. Cataline ſhall extol Proper- 


ty, and commence. the People's: Advo- 


cate, when he ſwells with his own arbi- 
wo ey *” trary 


#5, FS 
rn * 


e moſt factious and turbulent Perſons in 
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trary Schemes, and would raiſe himſelf 


XXV. by the Blood of his Fellow=Citizens, Old 
WYVY ſturdy Cato was not without proud and 


| 


= | 


ſelfiſh Views in his Encomiums upon Li- 
berty; and every modern Republican _— 
his In- 


to find his private Accounts by | 
vectives againſt Slaviſh Obedience and 


* 


Regal Government. Ne 
Such, you ſee, are our boaſted Patriots, 
our pretended Reformers, and our ſuper- 
cilious Inſtructers of others! Their o] 
Wickedneſs proves oftentimes a Spur to 
their Ambition, and 4a Plague to their 
Neighbours. For Modeſty is inſepara- 
ble from Virtue ; but Impudence is the 
Retainer to Vice, and the Bane of Soci- 
ety. Your Murmurrers' and Complainers. 
moſt commonly walk after their own Lufts, 


Speaking Evil of thoſe Things which they 


tuo not, or ſhould not reprehend : But 
what ' they know naturally as brute E 11 
in thoſe things they corrupt themſelves. Theſe 


* 


raging Waves of the Sea foams out their otun 


Shame, accuſtoming their Hands to throw 
Dirt, and their Mouths to ſpeak great ſwels 
ling Words of Vanity. m. 

Hy their Fruits, ye ou know them 
Their intemperate Zea raiſes a Miſtruſt 
of their Sincerity, and their Delight in 
Cenſure is the trueſt Indication of their 


* 


8 Guilt. For a good Man thinks 
himfelt obliged by his Religion to hide 
the Imperfections of others, and to be 
armed with that extenſive Charity, Which 
thinketh no-Evil, believeth all Things, bo- 
amn nnn 

? 4 ; © 4 wage 
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who are noiſy, outrageous, and revenge- Sermon 
ful; the Wicked, Who are. troubleſome XXV. 
in their Complaints, buſy in their Proſe WY 
cutions, and ſanguinary in their Puniſh= 
ments. e PIT N * | 
But notwithſtanding the current Pra- 
ctice of a vicious World, the Corruption 
of human Nature, and the Hypocriſy of 
Deceivers z I doubt not, but. to make it 
appear in the th. 0 


FOURTH Place, That ſuch like 
cenſorious Proceedings of guilty Perſons, 
are not only unwarrantable in themſelves, 
but inconſiſtent alſo with the Deſigns of 
thoſe who practiſe them. 
Now the Truth of this Obſervation 


will appear, by conſidering, 5 
Firſt, That ſuch. Reprebenſuns upbraid 
the Cenſurer. n e 
Secondly, They provoke the Perſon cen- 


"Thirdly, . They ſubje#. the Cenſurer to 
. . | the more ſevere Judgment of G; 


: 


_ Firſt then, Reprehenſions from guilty 
Perſons: upbraid thoſe that give them; 
How, canſt thou. {ay ta thy Brother, let me 
pull the Mote from thine Eye Ho canſt 
thou be ſo ſtupid and 17 to think 
that Formality ſhould ſanctify thy Acti- 


ons, and a Pretence to Gravity impoſe 
upon the World? What Weight can 
of > RESO what 


Your and 
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zermon what Eſſect thy Decrees produce, When 
XXV. Guile is in thy Face, and a Lie on thy 
V Tongue ? O Romantic judge! O con- 


ceited Pretender! Alas, alas! tis thy - 
Virtue muſt awe, and not thy Scarlet. Tis 


thy Life muſt convince, as well as thy 


Precepts; and thy Example operate, 


Rom. ii, 1. Where the Law is a dead Letter. Theres 
Pore, thou nt inexcuſable, O Man, whoſo= 


ever thou art that judgeſi For wherein 
thou judgeft another, thou condemneſt thyſelf; 
for thou that judgeſt, deft the ſame, or worſe 


Things. 


Secondly, Such Reprehenſions from guil- 
ty — provoke the Sufferer to Re- 

riſals. £018 | (1 
F Nothing is ſo ſtubborn and untractable 
as Vice; nothing ſo uneaſy to be reform- 
* and ſo malicious to the Reformer. 

Pretence to Wiſdom makes us inſen- 
ſible of Error, and a Notion of Liberty 
impatient of Controul. The Pride of "gu 
corrupted Nature cannot well bear a Re- 


| buke, and a Fondneſs for our own Ex- 


cellencies unqualifies us for Repentance. 
A Reformer then of others ſhould cut 
o all r of Offence from himſelf; or 
elſe he will rouſe the moſt terrible Ene- 
mies, and muſt expect nothing but Re- 
crimination and Revenge from an exaſ- 
perated World. His own Security ſhould 
oblige him to Silence, and common Pru- 
'dence to Caution and Warineſs in Acting. 
Candor and Charity ſhould flop the Mouth 
of bis — and the Practice of Fa- 
ndulgence to other Men, plead 


for 


—— —  — 
* ; e Wenn. 
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for the like Treatment and Civilities to Sermon 
Upon this Principle, Forbearance and v 
Amneſty may be ſettled in the World, 
and the ſeveral Offices of good Neigh- 
bourhood and Civility reciprocally ex- 
changed: But if guilty Perſons ſhall take 
undue Liberties in Cenſuring, and think 
their own Actions to be ſcreen'd, whilſt 
others of leſs Conſequence are 4 1; a$Y 
and animadverted upon; the World will 
preſently be blown into a Flame, and the 
teveral Pretences of Honour, Reputation, 
and wo will puſh Mer of like Paſſions, 
into Due Wings, aw-Suits, and Murders. 
' Thirdly, The laſt Reſtraint of Cenſure, 
is the ſevere Judgment of God upon cen- 
ſorious Perſons. © | tot] 


This Argument, as I humbly conceive, 
will appear to be principally intended by 
our Saviour, if we conſider the preſſing 
Advice which is here given by — in 
the Beginning of this Seventh Chapter of 
St. Matthew's Goſpel, and the Foundati- 
on there laid for the cautious Proceedings 
in the Text. Judge not, that ye be not Mat. vii. x, 
juaged. For with the Fudgment ye Judge, ye * 
ſpall be judged * And with what Meaſure 
ye mete, it fhall be meaſured to you'again. 
Your Raſhneſs is offenſive to the For» 
bearance of God, and the Rules of Equi- 
ty call tor a Retaliation : Your Curioſity 
ſubjects you to the ſtricter Enquiries of 
Heaven, and your Severity ſhall be re- 

aid by the ſame Proportion of Divine 
Fuſtice. 5 Wo to thee that ſpoileft, and thou xx, xxx:ji. 5 
* | WA | 


* 


e 


— —— —— 
—ũ—ä —— _—_ 


1 
1 
” 
1 
BY 
. 
' 
| N 
1 


— 


474% The Unreaſonableneſs of \Cenſure.' 
Sermon waſt not ſpoiled; and dealeft treacherou/ly, 
XRY. aud they dealt not treacherouſly with thee - 
ben thou ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be 
ppoiled; and when thou ſhalt make an End 
to deal treacherouſiy, they ſball deal treache- 
rouſly with these. * 0 
Then accuſtom not yourſelves to do, as 
you are unwilling to be done hy, nor arbi- 


no more ſo exceeding proudly, let not Arro- 
gancy come out of your Mouth. For the Lord 
is a God of Knowledge, and by him Ations 


pector into the Conduct and Manners, of 
Men, and will take the Cauſe of the in- 


etermination. The Method of his Pro- 

ceedings with Criminals is very lively re- 
preſented, by the Example of that King 

in the Goſpel, ho puniſhed the Barba» 

Mut, xviii. T ity of one O1 his Debtors, for caſting his 
27.28: Pellowsſervant into Priſon for an hundred 
Pence, when he had before ſo frankly and 
generouſly forgiven. bim ten thouſand Ja- 


ought always to lie uppermoſt in our 
Minds, ud to. deter. wg wt Barbarity 
ver 32, 33. and Injuſtice. O thou wicked Servant, I 
forgave thee all that Debt, becauſe thou de- 
77 me. Shouldft not thou have had Com- 


pa 


Pity on thee? Take him therefore from 
my Preſence, and deliver bim to the Tor- 
mientots, till he fball pay all that is due 

unto me. Let him learn Mercy in a Anz 
* | and 


trarily inflict upon others, what. you are. 
« Sam. ii. 2, averſe to ſuffer in your own Perſons. Talk 


to 6 weighed. He 18 an unpre di G 4 In- 


| you and oppreſs d to; his own peculiar 


lents And the Moral of this Parable 


on on thy Fellou-ſervant, even as I bad 


„ 4. X.a«' — T_T T_T ——y 


be Unreaſonableneſs "of Cenſurs. 


and Humanity from Fetters. For his 8 > 


own Cruelty has cancell'd my gracious & 
Tntentions towards him, and à freſh Pro- 
vocation has ſubjected him to my higheſt 


FIF THL, I proceed to the true 
Method of reforming ourſelves in the firſt 
Place, that we may be duly qualified for 
the Reformation of others; Thou Hypo= 
crite, firſt caft out the Beam out of thine vw" 


ye, and then ſbalt thou ſee'cleavly to caſt 
out the Mote from thy Brother's Eye. 

thou bear to Virtue, or what Averſion to 
Vice; the Beam is ſo plain in hine dj 
Eye, that every Spectator throws out the 
Sarcaſm, and choakes thee with the Im- 
putation of Injuſtice. Thou white Se- 


pulcbre Thou formal Out-ſide! Sirteſt da. xxiii. 


thou-to judge me after the Lam, and cm. 
manueft- me to be ſmitten contrary to the 
Law? Doth not every one ſee thy Pre- 
judice, and ridicule thy Partiality'? Do 
not thine own Actions difqualify thee for 
the Bench, and ſhould not thy repeated 
Enormities more fitly place thee at the 
Bar with Criminals??? 
Then firſt caſt out the Beam from thine 
own Eye Let Reformation begin at home, 
and the Scat of Juſtice) be erected in 
thine own Conſcience. Thy perſonal 
Crimes may blind thee in thy Proceedings, 
and put a fatal Biaſs upon all thy Acti- 
ons: But when theſe groſſer Obſtacles are 
remay'd, thou mayſt ſee clearly to caft ng 

; D- | 8/26 
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5 


V. Proſpect will be open and ſerene, and 


The Vireaſnableneſs of Cenſure. 
the Mote from thy Brother's Eye." The 


CV _ 4 _— come regularly un- 


. 
\ 
* 


cent in our 


8 Thy own Liſe will 
—— redit to thy Decrecs; and a con- 
ormable Practice recommend thy Prin- 

ciples. Nay, thy ſtricteſt Scrutinies will 
— thy Abhorrence of Villany, 
the Rigor of thy Proceedings will argue 
a Reſpect to Juſtice, | and every Sentence 


pronounc d tend to the — 1 he | 


port of our Civil Conftitution. 
Now, God grant to all of us, in is edel 


pective Stations and Imployments, to be 


merciful in our Tempers, candid in our 
Judgments, u — — ight in our Dealings, de- 
5 — and nud 
ing in our Deportment. 8511 
God grant that ſuch as move in auy 


af higher Sphere, may not defeat the good 
Intentions of the Law by a bad Exam- 


ple, nor ſtifle the Efficacy of their Re- 
proofs by a vicious Life, or harden Sin- 
gers in the Error of their Ways by any 
Severity of their Proceedings: But that 


the He are put in Authority, -may a& for 


Honour of their | Sovereign, and the 
Good of his Kingdoms, by a true and in- 
Teen Adminiſtration of Juſtice, to the 
ty * of — and Vice, and to 
the Maintenance of Gods true S _ 


ane r Amen. F 
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A SHORT 


CHARACTER 
; | of the Right Reverend Father in 5 
Dr. GEORGE HOOPER, 
Late BIS HOr of Bath and Wells. 


| Tak RN FROM 
Mr. Miſt's Journal, of October 21, 1727. 


Ille quidem plenus annis abiit, plenns virtutibus, plenus 

Hionoribus, illis etiam quas recuſavit: Nobis tamen que- 

rendus ac deſiderandus eft, ut exemplar ævi priaris. 
Plin. Epiſt. Lib. 2. ho 
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Ergo Quintilium perpetuns 1 por. | 
"Orget ? Cui pudor, & juſtitiæ ſoror 
Incorrupta fides, nudaque veritas, 
Quando ullum invenient parem? 


Hor. Carm. Lib. 1. ©" 0 | 


Mr. Mis r, 


2 CCORDING to the Cha- 


racter you have in the World, 

it might be expected that you 
ſhould have done Juſtice to the Me- 
mory of a late Prelate, and not bare- 
ly have told us that Biſhop Hooper 
was dead, without leading us into 
ſome of the moſt beautiful Scenes of 


his Life and Actions. 


As this Prelate was the laſt of Queen 
Anne's Promotion, and the moſt re- 


markable for his Affection to the 


Church of England; fo I muſt tell 


my Friend Miſt, that his Character 


would have made a ſhining Figure in 
his Journals, and atoned for the Te- 


diouſneſs of twenty little Stories con- 


cerning the Bribery and Corruption 
of. a paultry 0 9 


What 
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| The CuiracTak of 
What you have omitted, ſhall be 
my Province to attempt; not at 


_ Length, but in Miniature; with a 


Deſign only of preſerving Gratitude 


in the Minds of thoſe he has oblig d> 


and of exciting Imitation in ſuch as 
ſhall” ſucceed him in the Epiſcopal 
r 


As the Generality of Readers are 


deſirous. to know. ſomething of the 
Birth, Life, and Preferments of a 


great Man; ſo I ſhall briefly inform 


them, that Dr. Hooper was born in 


Morceſterſhire, educated in Weſimin- 


ſter-Schoot, elected from thence a 


S$tadent of Chriſt Church, and pro- 
ceeded regularly through al his De- 
grees in the Univerſity of Oxford. 
He was ſucceſſively Chaplain to Bi- 
ſhop Morley, and Archbiſhop. Shel- 
425 and preſented by the latter, to 
the Rectory of Lambeth, and the 
Precentorſhip of Exeter. Upon tlie 
Marriage of the. Princeſs Mary with 


the Prince of Orange, he was appoint- 


ed one of her Chaplains, and went 
with her into Holland; and after the 
Revolution, Was promoted, by her 
u e "Intereſt, 
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Intereſt, to the Deanery of Canter- 
bury. Whilſt he was in this Poſt, 
he was unanimouſly choſen Prolucu- 
tor of the Lower Houſe of Conuoca- 
tion, and became a zealous Defender 
of the Rights and Privileges of the 
Engliſh Presbyters. Upon the Ac- 
ce³dſſion of Queen Arne to the Throne, 
he was firſt advanc'd to the Biſhop» 
rick of St. Aſaph, and afterwards 
_ tranſlated to the See of Bath and 
Wells. Here it was, that he was re- 
ceived with the univerſal Applauſe 
both of the Clergy and Laity, and 
by the future Conduct of his Life, 
verified that ſaying of his Maſter 
Busby, That Dr. Hooper was the 
beſt Xboler, the fineſt Gentleman, 
and would make the compleateſt Bi- 
ſhop, that ever was educated in Weſt- 
 minſter-School. 

Under this threefold Notion, 1 
Mall beg Leave to give you an im- 
perfect Draught of this eminent 
Prelate, and to enlarge ſo far upon 
his Virtues, as the Compaſs of your 


Paper will allow me. 


As to his Learning, it was not 
ſmattering and ſuperficial, but ſolid 
Ii and 
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_ The CuarxacTtrr of 
and univerſal ; And no Man can 
doubt of this, who had ever the Hap- 
pineſs of his private Converſation, 
or the Pleaſure of peruſing his pub- 


lick Writings. His Talents were ſo 
great in every diſtinc Part of Know- 


ledge, that the Maſters of each Fa- 


culty have thought their Profeſſion 


to be the Biſhop's peculiar Study. 
The Lawyer might ſuppoſe him bred 


to the Bar, and converſant in no- 
thing but Statutes and Reports. The 


Caſuiſt might think his whole Time 
ſpent in Canoniſts and Schoolmen; 
and the Divine, in Fathers and Couu- 
cils, The  Antiquary might tie him 
down to Medals and Charters; and 
the Linguiſt fancy him always poring 
upon Lexicons, or elſe: the ſeveral 
Eaſtern. Languages could not be fo 


familiar to him as Latin and Greek. 


The Philoſopher found no Science 
out of the Reach of his comprehen- 


ſive Genius; nor the Maſters of po- 
lite Literature, any Graces in the Cafe 
ſies which had eſcaped his Obſeryance, 


Yet in all theſe ſeveral Attain- 
ments, his ſurpriſing Excellency was, 
that 
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that the Variety of Learning did not 


diſtract his Thoughts, nor the In- 


tenſeneſs of Study ſour the faceti- 


ouſneſs of his Humour. He ſo tem- 


per'd the Crabbedneſs of the Mathe- 


maticks with the Politeneſs of the 


Orator, the Legends of the Rabins 
with the Fidelity of the Fathers, and 


the Occurrences of modern Hiſtory 
with the Tranſactions of Antiquity, 
that he was as delightful in his Con- 


verſation, ard as entertaining in his 


Friendſhips, as he was profound in his 
Knowledge, and ornamental in hisLife. 
The next Poſture I am to view 
Biſhop Hooper in, is as a Gentleman. 
And here his Accompliſhments were 
ſo great, as not only to excel thoſe of 
his own Profeſſion, but to be a Match 
for ſuch as had made Converſation 
and Ceremoay their ſole and ultimate 
Study. Little would one have thought 
that the Travels of this great Man 


were confin'd to a clowniſh Part of 
the Low Countries, when he knew 
the Manners of the whole World, 
and had tranſcrib'd into his own Pra- 
Qice. whateyer was yer valuable 
2112 ä wars: 
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The CuarAcTter of of 
in the moſt polite Courts of Europe, 


It is obſervable, that much Study 
makes Men pettiſh and moroſe; that 
a. recluſe Life is an Impedimeat to 


Converſation ; and that Learning it 


ſelf is imperious and dogmatical: But, 
in the Prelate before us, all theſe Ac+ 
quiſitions had- the quite contrary Et- 
fects. His Study was to promote 
good Manners ; his Retirement, to 
make a more glorious Appearance ; 


and his Learning, to propagate Affa- 


bility and Condeſcenſion. | 
The private Courſe of his Life 


| would force any one to confeſs, that 
he was far from affecting Popularity, 


or doing any Thing for Noiſe and 


Oftentation ; but his Appearance was 
ſo venerable, his Converſation ſo en- 


_ dearing, and his Demeanor ſo uncom- 


mon, as to render him the moſt po- 


pular and noted Prelate of his Order, 


Bur in the midſt of theſe Civilities 
and Accompliſhments, it is ſtill re- 
markable, that the Gravity of the 
Biſhop kept the Aſcendant of the Gen · 
tieman; and that his Principles were 


His 


. Biſhop, HOOPER. 
His Zeal and Integrity were inviola - 
ble, and Truth was never loſt in a 
Crowd of Words: His Sincerity was 
no Sufferer by his Complaiſance; nor 

was the Courtier too hard for the 
Chriſtian. _ | 

Such a learned and accompliſ'd 
Perſon muſt be acceptable to any Di- 
oceſe; and we have the leſs Reaſon 
to wonder at his growing CharaQer, 
if we conſider the wiſe Rules and un- 
common Maxims by which he con. 
ducted his Life. _ 

He look'd upon himſelf as marry 4 
to his Dioceſe; and, notwithſtanding 
his numerous Acquaintance, and ex- 
tended Friendſhips in other Parts of 
the Kingdom, he confined his Pre- 
ferments to his own Children, the re- 
ſiding Presbyters of his proper Di- 
ſtrict. Nepoti/m had no Share in his 
Favours, and Relations were kept at 
a Diſtance. The laborious. Clergy» 
man would find himſelf ſurpriz'd in- 
toa Preferment, whilſt he was ſweate 
ing at his Duty, and combating with 
Schiſm. The modeſt and humble 
Man would be dignif9'd in his Ob- 
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ſcurity, without the Fatigue of At- 
tendance, or the Formality of a Peti- 
tion. The Care of his Pariſh was the 
beſt Recommendation of a Paſtor to 
this vigilant Prelate, and the Conti- 


nuance in his Duty the moſt obliging 


Requital that could be made him, 


Where the Service was great, and the 
Congregation numerons, ſome Marks 


of Diſtinction were certainly plac'd, 
and the Miniſter was ſeaſonably ad- 


vanc'd, to ſecure an higher Reverence 


to his Perſon, and a kinder Acceptance 
of his Labours. 


His frequent Complaint Was, . 


want of more Preferments for à nu- 
merous, an indigent, and a deſer. 
ving Clergy : And, inſtead of ſtock- 
ing his Cathedral with Relations, 
and filling the Pulpit with Party and 


Faction, hs broke the Neck of the 


ſtrongeſt Combinations, and left no- 
thing but /ound Doctrine in his Dio- 
ceſe, and the Bleſſing of Peace and 


Vnanimity amongſt his Clergy. 


Pray God we may always conti- 
nue in the ſame Poſture that he left 
mo and may have no Reaſon to make 


that 
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Biſhop HOOPE | OR RE 
that Semplaigt upon the Deceaſe of. 
our ſpiritual Father, which Pliny did 

upon the Loſs of his Friend; Amik. 


vitæ mee Nectorem, amiſi Dicem, 8 


vereor ne poſthac negligentids vivam. 
I know (Mr. Mit) the Compaſs 
of your Paper, or elſe I could add 
a thouſand Things about the intel- 
lectual Capacities of this great Pre- 
late, who, like Maſes, had no Dim- 
neſs in his Underſtanding, no Abate- 
ment of his natural Force, and youth- 
ful Wit, at the uncommon Period of 
almoſt 90 Years: f 

It is probable that ſome other Per- 
ſon, who is under greater Obligations 
to his Lordſhip than my ſelf, and bet- 
ter acquainted with his private and 
publick Deſigns, may, in due Time, 


give a larger Account both of his na- 


tural and acquired Endowments. I 
have confined my Remarks to my 
own Knowledge, and made my Ob- 
ſervations upon his moral and rela- 
tive Perfections, and looked back 


with, Comfort and Pleaſure upon the 


fixed and Rated Rules of bis Govern- 


ment in his Dioceſe ; For here we all 
| partook | 


by his Candor, and paternal Indul - 
gence. Every one had the Favour of © 


is - a Son, the Acceſs of an Equal, 1 


the Reception of a Friend. No an- 
gry Looks did intimidate the Petiti- 


Kb oner, no tedious Formalities protract 
Buſineſs, nor any imperious Dn 


_ anſult the Clergy. 


Her Pietas ! Hes priſte Files 1 2 


As long as Religion ſhall lift up 
her Head, and Learning retain a Senſe 
of Gratitude, he Memory of this 
Great and Good Man ſhall be bleſſed, 
and nothing ſhall be able to hate him, 
but Vice; nothing to traduce his 
Character, but Envy; and nothing 
to inſult his Aſhes, but Faction. 

This is what I thought fit to com- 


municate to you upon this Subject, and 


if you ſhall eſteem it worthy of the 


Publick, and honour it with a Place 


in your Paper, you will oblige many 
of this Dioceſe, and none more than 
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3 Tour old F. rend, 

Ps. 11, 1727. a 
And Correſpondent, 


ORTHODOXUS. 
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